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Labor Militant is published by
socialists in the Labor Party. We have
heen producing this internal publica-
ton since June 1981, and in that time
huve built it up asthe only leftinternal
publication with a national scope and
distribution,

We published 6 issues in 1982 and 4
in 1981. We now plan to publish
maonthly. To thisstepupin

the social contract that proved so
disastrous for British workers under
Labour Governments in the 1970s.
Labor Militant looks at the nature of
the capitalist economic erisis and the
socialist measures needed to confront
a crisis of this depth. This crisis is not
caused by wage rises and wage cuts
yill not help resolve the crisis in the

\y )
production Labor Militant has chang-
ed its format from a newspaper to a
magazine. We think this change
makes Labor Militant more atiractive,
more convenient, and easier to read,
Labor Militant promotes socialist
policies for the Labor Party Each
1s8ue carries news and analysis from a
socialist viewpoint of events and
issues of particular interest to Party
members. We have devoted a lot of
space to discussing the Prices and
Incomes Policy over the past year. In
our view the Accord signed with the
ACTU last February is no different to

—

' For further

of the working class.

We also devote a lot of attention to
the threat of war and the wars that are
already going on. From Ceniral
America to the Middle East, the United
States and its allies are determined to
black progressive movements in order
to protect their economic interests,

This drive to war by Ronald Reagan .

increases the danger of nuclear war
and Australia’s participation as part
of the US war machine must cease.

. International issues are also very
important. Where should Labor stand
on the liberation struggle in Kl

Salvador? On Solidarity’s fight for
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supporters await a High Court ver-
dicl on the uppeal.
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editorial

Keating’s mean Mini-Budget

The mid-May Minihudget is yet
another example of the Hawke
(jovernment’s policies of consensus
and evenhandness—everyone must
agree to make sacrifices in order lo
prop up the capitalist system. Its
proposals arc based on making the
whale compiunity pay for any Govern-
ment expenditure irregardless of their
mcome level or ability to pay. The cost
ol the job creation programs, the
extensions to public housing and the
expansion of the building industry are
supposedly equally shared, A closer
lsok brutally reveals who is going 10
pay and who will benefit.

Those hit by the Mini-bu are the
older sector, the voung and the average
family.

The Australian Taxpayers Associa-

tion estimated that the average family
would lose directly about $8 per week
through the abolition of the health
insurance tax rebate at least six
months before the introduction of
Medicare in 1984 and through in-
creased telephone charges, petrol in-
creases in rural areas and the rise in
algl{nms,
& earnings of the youn,
grabs too. Fraser's “;plpeE flb:y".'p‘m
has been introduced in the almost
proposed by Fraser,
Fraser muldn'thungﬁbmuaem:
uproar and opposition mounted by the
Mg o ot e
as thro i
- iy ip ugh wit
ut the biggest burde: i
budget nhre l;:id on the nld:: m
who have reti
alhunb.?;l il red or who are
e Government is trying to f;
many peaple off the nld-n.gegpen:':;:
possible. By introducing the 30 per
cent tax on lump sum superannuation
payouts up to $125.000 instead of the
Previous 5 per cent tax, the Govern-
ment is forcing workers intoa “lottery
of death™ situation. Should they take
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crisis has to be resolved to ma
this system — to manage the ==
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reasons for the crisis are
Vanced by the capitalist class. W
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making the working class pay
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GM-H hacks SA jobs

Premier John Bannon's response to
General Motors Holden's projected
massive retrenchment of 2800 workers
over the next three years, was cold
comfort for those whose jobs are on the
line.

He announced that the State Labor
Government and the Vehicle Industry

By our South Australian
respondent.

cor-

Unions were preparing a submission
to the Federal Government on the
Export Facilitation Plan and its im-
pact on South Australian Industry. In
addition the Government would under-
take a survey of the impact of the GMH
cuts on the Woodville area.

This passive approach to GMH's
large scale restructuring will not save
the jobs of the thousands of vehicle
workers threatened by this decision.

Bannon attempted to camouflage
this weak stand by saying that:

“Unce again decisions made in
IJetroit with minimal consultation in
Australia are affecting our future.”

But he made no attempt to propose
any alternative to the sackings. Nor
did he challenge General Motors’ right
to lay off its workers without any
thought of the consequences to their
families or the ecommunity in which
they live.

Vehicle workers need immediate
action to stop the job rot. The Labor
Government has the mandate to
achieve this, Labor promised workers
that it would maintain the jobs of those
currently employed and it would move

s i

DONT LET

GENERAL MOTORS HOLDEN
CLOSE WOODVILLE

Lo ereate jubs over the next three years
Unless the GMH jobs are actually
saved then these are just empty words

Workers and the community have
shown their willingness to fightin the
face of previous cuthacks by GMH

Since GMH carried out its voluntary
retrenchment plans and started scal
ing down the toolroom at Woodville,
workers at GMH in SBouth Australia
have maintained a tent city outside
GMH gates in protest. This tent city,
demonstrations, community support
actions, as well as factory meetings
organised by the Amalgamated Metal,
Foundry and Shipwrights Union,
have all put the spotlight on the
ruthlessness of GMH

Woodville city Mayor Mr John Dyer
has endorsed the GMH workers’
protests and has launched a communi
ty campaign around the theme: "[Jon't
let GMH close Woodville"”.

Some Labor Party Branches in the
Woodville area have discussed the
sackings and lent support to the
workers. Yet the State Government
only came up with another diversion to
saving jobs—a study on the effects of
decreasing protection

Calls by some sections of the labour
movement for increased protection for
an industry that already has B5¥
protection miss the real point
Regardless of what protection GMH
gets, it, like all Multinationals, makes
its decisions on the basis of its profits
and not on what's best for the working
class
handouts by protection 2
jobs. The only way to stop GMH's cost
making it too

cutting actions is by

expensive for them to sack worker

The Party must put fo
nationalisation as the only rea
job saving method, The Stat
ment has the power to natio
GMH right now. It had this power
constitutionally all along. And if the
Cain Labor Government in Victoria
took the same stance with all GMH
haldings there, the GMH hosses are
faced with a real choice—upe ue ol
the profits in the interest of the
workers who created them or lose the
means to make the profits,

But the Federal Government and
Bannon have refused to even move in
this direction. Bannon has said that
Government ownership of industry
was something that needed to he
“talked about”. Ralph Willis, Minister
for Employment and [ndustrial
Relations has dismissed such talk with
a firm 'NO’ and ator Button
Button, Minister for Industry and
Commerce, has gone go far as to justify
GM's actions claiming that it “had to’
sack these workers given ita big losses
over the past year,

Woodville workers at the tent city
and Labor Party members in the
vehicle industry can be forgiven for
thinking that that this response is no
different to what they got from the
Liberals. What workers need now are
clear actionsin their interests nol more
surveys and studies. If they don’t get
these actions then they bhecome dis
illusioned with the Party. This is the
real reason why Maggie Thatcher isir
power in Britain today. And this is the
reality that the Parly must come Lo
grips with right now
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Social Rights Campaign launched

About 120 union and labour move:

for big business and

subsidies
nationalisation o which

ment activists met in Melt on
May 22 and voted overwhelmingly to
“reject the concept of a prices and
incomes policy as embodied in the
ALP-ACTU Accord and the Economic
Summit,”

The meeting, convened by the
Progressive Ulnions Group of the

:’_y Chris Slee
lember of Springvale (Vie) branch
and the Tramways Union g

Victorian Trades Hall Council, was
held under the title: “The wage freeze
“.“d. thefuture,” at the Vehicle Builders
Linion offices in Carlton,

The meeting also resolved
overwhelmingly to establish a “social
rights campaign” to “take up the
economic, political, and social in-
terests of the working people, their
material conditions won to date, as
well as the need to live in peace .and
sem;‘rlly."

_'l‘ e resolution, moved by Stew
glhsnn I?lf the Australian deerar.e:

nion of Locomotive Enginemen
seconded by John Percy of at]ﬂ:
Tramways Union, was the subject of a
lively discussion before being adopted.

Linked to this resolution, a draft
program for “the social rights of the
working class” was also adopted.

Moved by Australian Telecom-
munications Employees Association
Assistant State Secretary Len Coo
the draft document took up the qlx::;
tion of automatic, quarterly wage
adjustments to maintain real WAEes;
:;creaslud social  welfare, health,

ucation, housing, ete; abolition of all
anti-union laws; shorter workin,
hours in the face of new teclmo]ngs
and the threat to jobs; withdrawal of

2

MAKE THIS

FGRD.EH DEMAN, 2
VLT i Nar Pectny

' WE-ARE STRONG

cannot continue without such han-
douts from the public purse; opposition
1o imperialist wars and support for
struggles for national independence,
progress and social change; and pur-
suit of the objective of socialism.

Cooper was one of two keynote
speakers at the meeting, the other
being Australian Railways Union
National Secretary Ralph Taylor, who
argued the case for supporting the
ALP-ACTU Accord.

Several other speakers, including
ARU State Secretary Jim Frazer and
ARU Organiser George Zangalis, also
spoke in favor of the Accord, arguing
that to set up a social rights campaign
would “split” the labour movement.

In reply, opponents of the Accord
pointed out that unity around class-
collaboration was fatal, and would
eventually lead to a real split in the
labour P . Speak 1 d
the Acm.rd and the Economic Summit
::u rp}'mdlng for wage cuts for the
; lml& class in return for i
ns; t“:h 3 “socia] wage'. mayiica]

t the end of the meeting, a
motion was carried mofﬁam?nﬁlﬂ
that the Steering Committee of e
Progressive Unions call a further
meeting of unions, parties, and other
gsm:{iqns todiscuss action around

Y !
mfh':u s ‘f:lulf_csmna:gn. preferably
nall, the meeting was significan
o of the first genuine debates ab:':.:

e meaning of the Accord — and th
g::l n?'m(}:]'!' broad-baged union re]g;:

of this anti-worker agreement.

The next task is to take th

e nex eall i

::cll:l rights campaign into Ll::nm:xi

th: ;iuli;lhe labour movement so that
ght to defend working class

“WAGE
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interests can be mounted

Social Rights Motion

That this meeting of union 5
labor movement activists r
the concept of a prices
comes policy as embodied in the
ALPACTU Accord and (i,
Eeonomic Summit. We point .
tlmt the Accord and the Sumn
Lumx_numqur attempt to tie the
w.urkln_g class to the profit ne ds
of caplgal at a time of severe
economic crisis. These policies
[l.lll)' backed by the employers
aim to deal a major setback tothe
standard of living of workir .|
people through a loss of re al
income and sustained unemploy
ment, and to weaken, demoralis
anq‘dmarm the working class
politically by imposing a clas
collaborationist practice on the
whole labour movement. Ul
fimately our very right to defend
our basic interests will come
under attack.

We Ibelieve that both the short
term interests and the long-term
goals of the working-class move
ment can best be defended and
extended by an uncompromising
flgl.lt against the employers and
their proposals to reduce living
standards. Such a fight must take
up the economic, political, and
social interests of the working
people, their material conditions
l\"lfﬂh_lo date, as well as the need to
IVe in peace and security. These
objectives can only be achieved
bl'll.he development of the widest
unity of all working men and
:’f“l'm!h. migrant workers, in fact,

all the oppressed and
Progressive forces in society

Since the capitalist system
:{;‘{:!lonce again that it is the
L cle to working people
melte.vmg these aims, now is
o ime to prepare the socialist
uture out of the conflicts of the
present. Only on thisroad can the
working-class movement emerge
stronger from the present crisis,
?l‘ewmt the resurgence of reac-
i;znary political forces, and make
7 ntlz"ssenlml contribution to the
urther development and ad-
vanee of society as a whole, We
pledge ourselves to develop a

social rights camps
& paign to fi
these needs, AL

political police

Below is printed a copy of the open
Jetter Joan Coxsedge wrote to Hawke
about the Ivanov /Combe affair. [t was
on the basis of guch protests and
outrage at ASIO's manoeuvring in the
affair that Hawke, without reference to
Cabinet, set out the terms of reference
(including the Ivanov Combe events)

| for a Royal Commission into
L Australia’s security network
- * N

Committee for the
Abolition of Political
Police

12 May 1983
|Jear comrade,

The credibility of the Australian
Labor Party has been severely shaken
by the Government's handling of the
Ivanov affair and the National Times
“revelations”, both involving ASIO
and foreign secret ser ices. Its latest
action against David C
basis of an AS10 smear and innuendo
is a travesty of justice. After the earlier
official statement that the [vanov
expulsion was part of an international
United States campaign against
Soviet diplomats, the Combe debacle
sugpests that this Labor Government,
like all previous governments, 15 ac-
ting blindly on ASI0 recommen-
dations to the detriment of the entire
labour movement.

These shocks have come shortly
after media reports that the National
and International Security Committes

of the Cabinet is planning to tinker
with Australin’s secrel agencies, ap-

parently without any rank and file
participation.
As you are e, | have wuorked in

this area for more than a decade,

which has given me both 4 insight

and an athitude to the role of secret

agencies. My persistence on the need to

abolish ASI():\ndc-xpnsclhmmi-‘-lenve

and operations of all other secrel

agencies has the unanimous supportof

the Victorian and South Australian

Branches of the Australian Labor

Party, and came close to being adopted

at last year's National Conference in

Cunberra. y

Widespread support of this proposi-

| Lion was not only based on the deeply

felt gut reaction from working class

members of the Party towards pimps

in general and secret political police

pimps in particular, but was an un-

derstanding of the illogical o

tradictory nature of the ™ trol and
avcountability” concepts.

hiswel!-knnwnwu!\ynnvuilh even

the slightest understanding of the
workings of secret agencies like ASI10,
that only the Director-General and
God, in that order, have any idea what
the organisation is up to. Even if a
Judge, or an Attorney-General, no
matter how eminent, by a stroke of the
pen, demanded that ASIO should
desist from certain activities, the
laugh would be on that person After
all, how could she/he enforce such a
judgement?

Soan Coxsedge — 10 year [ight to
abalish ASIO.

An outfit like ASIO can never be
accountable while it is secret, and the

peaple who might be able to reveal
details of its operations and personnel
are afraid to do 80, because they are
threatened with heavy fines and gaol
sentences, thanks to the draconian
ASIO Act, which has given it vastly
increased powers. This Act was based
on the recommendations of ex-civil
libertarian Justice Hope, who ignored
his own findings that ASIO was a
criminal nr;.{;mlsatmn.'Fhlshighlightﬁ
the danger of running another inguiry
unless it 1s fully open to the public.
Present events refute claims that
organisations like the C1A and ASIO
are basically OK, but that they've gone
off the rails a bit and we'll be able to
bring them back into line. The reality
is that these urganisations are basical-
ly rotten. They are anti-working class
and therefore anti-Labor, as ex-
emplified by Justice Hope's recommen-
dation that trade union leaders are

Coxsedge’s open letter to Huwke

suitable ASIO targets. Since its forma-
tion, ASIO, in cahoots with Special
Branches in every State, has exercised
political discrimination and intimida-
tion against hundreds of thousands of
Australia’s best citizens, the people we
are supposed to represent
You will also be unable to come to
grips with the problem of ASI()Y's dual
allegiance, namely, its sham
allegiance to the Australian Govern-
ment and its real allegiance to the
international intelligence community
led by the United States—in other
words, the pmlﬁemlhnlhrnuuhl!-'-uulh
Australia’s ex-Police Commissioner
Salisbury into conflict with the South
Australian Government a few years
ago
Instead of taking notice of ASIO's
denigration of individual members of
the ALP, ASIO moves should be seen
in their proper political context as a
diversion to distract people’s attention
from recent bad publicity it has receiv
ed. It is more than likely that ASIO is
right now compiling another “Docu
ment J7 with which to destabilise the
labour movement
ASIO protagonists must state c |ear:
ly what useful work it has been doing,
i= doing now and is expected to do in
the future. If this fails, asitis bound to,
the answer is to dismantle this
clandestine anti-demoeratic outfit.
With cracks already appearing in
the much-vaunted “Summi and the
experience of a sabotaged Con-
stitutional Convention fresh in the
Party’s legal minds, surely now is the
time to recognise that “bringing
Australia together'" is only a slogan
unless it means attracting progressive
Australians behind a strengthened
ALP poliey. Further counter-
productive attempts at class
collaboration will simply alienate our
best supporters and amuse the Es-
tablishment. Remember the old Ger
man proverb—"Those who dig holes
for others, fall in themselv

The mounting crisis of inflation and
unemployment puts increasing stress
on the entire social fabric of our
society. In the days to come. there will
be hittle mileage for the ALP in having
assisted repression at a time when we
as a Party, should have fostered dis
senl.

After years of Liberal inaction and
reaction, Australians are looking to a
Labor Government that will govern
fearlessly in their interest

I look forward to your reply

Joan Coxsedge
Committee for the Abolition
of Political Police
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Young Labor opposes Accord

of labour and capital are

Published below is the Report of
the NSW Young Labor Council
Unemployment, Economic and
Industrial Committee.

This was presented to and
adopted by the NSW YLA Annual
Conference held on May 14-15 at
Svdney University.

There has been no media
coverage of this Conference and
the progressive policies adopted
there. For this reason Labor Mili-

reconciliable—indeed that they are
mutual. This is being forwarded at a
time when:

® over 3 million Australians live in

P“:?Jra?mp 1'% of wealth holders own
22% of the wealth.
* the top 5% of wealth holders own
45T of the wealth.
« the battom B0 of wealth holders
own 28% of the wealth.
This inequality is derived from the
e o) BorRon—a

workers interests of the |
Summit i

4. The Communique ang It
plications AL
Due to the philosophical bag
Eeonomic Summit as oy i
inevitable result was that the
class would be asked i i
capitalist depression. Th rem
behind the discussions were |, .
upon consideration of economi
mance as productivity or profit
rather than fulfilling the s,

"
axation or less than full tax indexs

tion'',

Thusitis stated that any minor (and

they are very minor) concessi
which may be given in the

will be funded by lab

Ecomomic Summit and ite findings ir

the Communique. We call upon the
government to fulfill policies based
upon its socialist objective, It s onl

when the class nature of society is
identified and attacked that the ALF
can govern in the inte s of those

. 118 T s : of the population. This resulf v
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munity?

economy the forces of capital are

SEctor as a profitable operatir

desirable to maintain in
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* N0 representation for the 75
officially unemployed or those Bﬁg
to hidden unemployment.

* no blacks.

* token representation of migrants.

It is also in
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form. Contrary to this, we
democratic socialisation
dustries {0 ensure workers contr
the production process. In this
production will occur
rather than exploits

3 : 2o society to diffuse e - S

ey o i e e it v S v

One would be led : prime iaries. This 3 3 ng, it is workers
Au_ssrnllnl_n society ‘.2 ﬁ.\:l\"_e ul:::l rejects t.h“e. concept of el Shall!rg:;h;::;n e Une voice not heard al the Summit
prised of white male corporate ex. asserts that any gains s e ; ;
o, "o SR,y TR s can e e g 7 | ot st e same e when ot
from the summit Ihosr_ chiad e tly. Due to the employment In & rece hﬁlng__ and other H ;1.__«..

are precisely E = 0 OCesses are mos

g o, ot ey T L Y oot . e e R n v ot o
d‘ v c d fL"nluh: mmiﬂ-‘ in i = profit i 'Oa‘:‘l“bt high Ls-t,hr-_\ugh-l:'uﬂhkr redu
Commitiee therefore asserts that the must be imposed e nreal term Wages. By agreeing :,; f%h il

22& Concept of Consensus
ass = mo i
.-\M . y?nger relevant in
statement is representative of
the phy behind n;:-h'
slecled ALP Government's helding of
the Economic Summit. The concept of
cunsensus i that labour and ca, la]
can be brought together 1o =
the direction of the «conomy for u;:
benefit of all. It presupposes that the

y Utah, thro uich
16,000 worke;
Solving ©

the ACTU and the A
have effectively

This mi
ealls upon the ACTL

wages and 35hr week «
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Labor women from a wide variety of
Melbourne metropolitan  branches
attended a special seminar on Sunday
May 22. Its purpose was to explain to
women the structure and functioning
of the Victorian Branch, the various
policy committees, the make-up of
State Conference and what women
could expect from the ALP. This was
the third such training session held in
Melbourne since the Affirmative Ac.
tion ng-ra!m was adopted by the 1981
National Conference. It is all part of
the ten year program to ensure that
rrun:en have representation at all
I‘e;'e 5 r;f tpe party hierarchy including
Eurlﬁ::en‘?-t:w delegates to National
;} (‘;'.nral Channells

ember of Preston (Vie) branch
the Amalga p
Shipw rwfum?;;ﬁ;f o Py

l'\()_Lher aspecis of the Affirmative
ction Policy were spelt out and the
appointment of a National Organiser
Kate Moore, who has specific respon-
sibility for women members of the ALP
n]as noted. However the appointment
of @ woman organiser i
: Branches has nn% et hapge:gi et
3 Une area of Affirmative Action
Folicy not yet tackled is the problem of
16 getung preselected for safe Labor seats

One step forward in Victo

instead of the marginal or the vi
unwinnable seats that are usuarltl;atllllt
Ent_.r ?11" women candidates.

e seminar included infor-
mative session with s 1nf%';_
repre ives from the three facti
within the Victorian hranf:?fﬂ?.:s
Soc_talmt Left, Independent and Labor
Unity. Labor Unity, for those not in
the know, is the new preferred image of
the previous Centre Unity faction

Abriefhistory of the three factions—
how they arose from the split in 1954
and Federal Intervention in 1970—
was outlined and it was pointed out
that Victoria is the only state with a
three way factional split. It was a stey
forward to have the faction nrgani.np
uun.dnscuna:d quite openly at such g
seminar. But it was a pity that f.hl
major policy differences, the very ba; s
for the differences between S:B
factmrlls. couldn’t be explored. The
nl:gamsern stressed that this waan':
the place to discuss policy but simp]
an informational ang trai i
seminar, l."ng

and those of the Sociali
very similar whereas I?nlignii‘ielg t:en
Are many areas on both a local ]es:;i

and in foreign affairs where the |«
and Right diverge enormously.

But despite any criticisms
Seminars are extremely useful for
women members and the next or
projected for October.

The situation for Labor women
Victoria is very different from that
N.5.W. There is no State Wom:
Organisation or Conference. The V1
torian Women's Central Organis
Committee voted to disband in
mistaken belief that this
Promote equal footing with male ALl
members. To fill the gap the Status of
Women's Policy Committee consisting:
0f 15 members was formed. But this
Just one of 23 other policy commit
The organisation of women te
therefore to be on an ad hoc basis
example delegates to the Nation:

bor Women's Conference are chose
on a first come first served b

What is needed in Victoria is a mucl
broader State organisation where
Women can participate, collectively
think out and decide Progressive
policies in an atmosphere free from
Intimidation by more experienced
male comrades. It is in such
atmosphere that necessary skills and
self confidence are acquired

Two steps backward

A central plank of Federal policy on
women was put back on the shelf after
jts airing during the election cam

paign. A

The Sex Discrimination Bill is to be
Sntroduced during the current sitting
“of Parliament. But the strongest sec
“tion of the Bill—the affirmative action

 Lection—has been deferred for at least

another two years

However that's not to say that the
@mended Bill 1sn't a gain for women
Nlust the reverse. It will cover dis
‘erimination against women and girls
in three major areas

@ access to jobs and apprenticeship
training programs;

® access to rented accommodation
by women with children;

® readily available finance from
lending institutions from women seek-
ing to buy houses.

By Robynne Murphy

Member of Wollongong (NSW)
branch and the Federated
Ironworkers’ Association.

The Bill will make discrimination
unlawful on the grounds of sex,
mantal status, pregnancy and possi-
ble pregnancy in areas including
employment, education and the provi-
gion of goods and services. It includes
protection from sexual harrassment,
wictimisation and discriminatory
advertisements.

Clearly the Bill is a step forward for
women, especially those who live in
gtates like Queensland which have no
Anti Discrimination legislation

But the indefinite deferral of the
affirmative action section is a real
blow. This was the central plank of the
election campaign for women and one
of the few concrete job creation policies
which would have widened the job
range available to women

The affirmative action legislation
would have required foreign, financial
and trading corporations, as well as
companies seeking Government con-
tracts, to include in their management
plans “a strategy to eliminate dis
crimination against women in all
sections of the company”. It would
have applied to companies and cor-
porations employing more than 100
people, or with a Government contract
or agreement for services and supplies
exceeding $50,000.

It is just such kind of legislation
which opened up the job market for
women in the United States to allow
them access to such traditionally male
areas of work, as mining, oil, steel, etc.
especially those involving skill. As the

nationally

US coalminers won jobs through affirmative action.

recession hits more deeply the
traditional female jobs are being
eroded by technical innovation and
plant rationalisation. Women's un-
employment has skyrocketted even
higher and faster than men’'s

In more and more countries affir
mative action programs are being
implemented to overcome the effects of
years of discrimination which make
the notion of “equal access” to jobs a
meaningless phrase

In Bntain the Sex Discrimination
Act allows for positive discrimination
in education and training for jobs as
well as in advertising. But the British
legislation does not apply at the point
of employment. However both the
Trade Union Council and the British
Lahour Party have adopted policy in
favour of positive action, and some
employers, often local councils, have
declared themselves “equal opportuni
ty"” employers

In Sweden companies that establish
themselves in areas particularly hit by
the economic crisis have to employ at
least 40 per cent women if they receive
government grants. In addition if
Swedish companies employ women in
traditionally male jobs they can get
large staie subsidies.

Italian workers at Fiat Cars have
won a significant step forward on this
question. The unions forced the
management to agree that 50 per cent
of all new recruits should be women.

Increasingly the workers movement
in countries, like Austria, Germany
and Spain are examining affirmative
action programs as the way to over
come some of the cumulative effects of
past discrimination against women
and as a method of combatting high

rates of female unemployment

So why has the Hawke Government
stalled on carrying out policy on this
question?

According to the media reports the
only reason given was that the bosses
ned it would cost too much. But
that's their standard response Lo any
innovation or change to their present
profit making arrangements! Anyone
who has had a job knows that

You'd think that a Labor Govern
ment would take it for granted that
this would be the automatic reflex on
the part of the employers

For the Cabinet to delay the in
troduction of the legislation because of
“a lack of community understanding
about how it operates” based on cost
complaints by industry bosses, is
cynical at best and treacherous at
worst.

Unless concrete policies like affir
mative action are actually im
plemented, women are going Lo become
inereasingly disillusioned with the
Party as the effects and burden of the
economic crisis fall more and more
heavily on their shoulders. It is a
problem that we, the Party rank and
file, will have toresolve. Unless wecan
make the Parliamentary Party respon
sible for implementing Party policy by
fighting for the right of recall, then all
our efforts to get progressive policy
adopted in the first place will have
been wasted.

This is a fight that must begin
immediately. Hopefully women in
prominant positions in the Party will
be in the front line in such a fight
especially those inside the Parliamen
tary Party




pamgue .
US targets Nicaragua

In flagrant defiance of US law
passed unanimously by Congress last
Iiecember, the Reagan Administration
i~ pouring arms and money into
’entral America to try to hring‘alfuul.

Hut why has Reagan invested at
least $31 million — and an in-
caleulably greater amount of political
credibility — in trying to get rid of the

inistas? It's not b the
Ni after a prol d and

the overthrow of the
Ginernment of Nicaragua.
labwur and progressive movements
worldwide have a vital role to play in
stopping Reagan from crushing the
Sandinisti=  who head the only
Giovernment in Nicaragua's history
which has put the interests of the

bitter struggle to overthrow the US
supported  dictator  Somoza, now
propose to turn their country over to
the Soviet Union for use as an airstrip
and missile base. Thisis the picture the
gulter press tries to paint.

Wha!. mll;: scares Reagan is the

mpoverished worker and

the Ni present to

niority above those of the super-rich
landownors and industrialists.

the oppressed peoples throughout
Latin America — the example of a

By Debra Stewart

Member of Annandale (NSW)
branch and the Australion
Railways Union

_Thir. was recognised at the 16th
(ongress of the Socialist International
due to be held in Sydney over Easter
bt resituated in Portugal to aceom-
maodate the snap Federal Elections.

Among  the major resolutions
::{lipwd IJyt_lhe [Jl:;_zgress was an
irgency motion reaffirming su;
for the aims of the Nicaragugn m':f:i\?
tion and opposing efforts by US
agencies to destabilise the country.

Labor Milttant, June 1983

lonial people who have taken
control of their destiny away from the
North American transnationals and
the US.Embnssy. and have gone on to
use their resources in a rational way to
improve the lives of the workers and
peasants.

In the vears from 1970 to 1979, US
transnationals invested $11.45 billion
in the Third World and repatriated
profits of $48.67 hillion — a $4.25
return for every new dollar invested.
lhat’s what Reagan is defending—
that vast flow of wealth from Latin
America to the US, which would dry up
ifother countries made revolutions like
those of the Sandinistas,

Simply on this seore alone, of e,
the Imlperialist plunder which L‘.Iu
the ",I‘hllrd World in undvr(i;-\‘e-lui.;: iy
and misery, the ALP must stand |y 1.
Sandinistas. ;

But since they threw out the 1<
backed Somoza dictatorshipin 197y
the costof 50,000 dead, the Nicarayy.,
fevo!u_tianaries have notched up S
inspiring set of achievements
Sandmistas' record of fighting for th,
nghls and living standards of ik
Nicaraguan masses is one with whic}
the Labor Party here can be proud
identify. ;

Politically, one of the revolution's
greatest achievements has heen ¢
build, almost from scratch, a strong
independent, and democratically
trade union movement — the s
movement Solidarnosc has tried
build in Poland.

The revolutionary period has seer
an explosion of popular mobilisati
with mass organisations of wom:
youth, and farmers, as well as 1.
tial block committees in the t
taking over the administration
F?untless matters that affect then
These democratically run bodies el
representatives to Nicaragua's p:
ment, the Council of State, which
majority of worker and peasarn

n's Nicaraguan

ates.

@ 5heial and economic programs
fted by the Sandinistas have
¥ the remarkable advances
hean be made, even in a poor and
Eveloped country, if the major
fpeople are mobilised to raise their
in aut of backwardness
gr the Somoza dictato
more than 50 per
Aguans were illiterate.
has been eut to around 10 per cent
ur m s much 1s now bemng

) pressing

i with a comprehensive agrt
fm which has already distributed
ind one million hects i land to
erly landless peasants.
ith popular control over the distribu
n of foudstuffs,
jught about a dramatic improve
tintheamount of food available to
& general population. The cost ol
eding an urban working-class family
Nicaraguaisnow reckoned to be just
little more than half the cost n
ighbouring Costa Rica. Consump-
tion of fuod staples has risen by 40 per
cent since 19749

Greatly improved nutrition has
aided the Sandinistas in their cam
paign to improve the health of the
pupulation.

doctors’ vis

cenl. Since

formerly the

of Nicaraguan
n wiped vut. But while
vements have been huge
d for the Nicaraguan

steps  forw

rress is constantly

turther pre
| he continual harrass
UUS backed counter
utionary forees
It 1y of the meagre resources of
a Third World country like Nicaragua

have o be poured into repelling these
attacks and constantly repairing the
damage caused by armed harrassment
and bombings

These resources are much needed
elsewhere simply to pull the country
out of the devastation and destruction
of years of super exploitation Extend-
ed malnutrition, poverty, untended
disease all cause long term problems.

It is for these reasons that the Labor
Government should not only support
the Nicaraguans in their struggle to
repel foreign interference but should
also give material aid to help them
achieve their social goals.

Branches and Party bodies should
pPASS T yns (see the box) urging such
aid by the Government. If any one
wishes further information about the
events in Nicaragui act CISCAC
Films 1 spe wailable. See
the ad on page 27.

Sample motion

hat the Federal Labor Govern ‘
ment give material and financial
aid to Nicaragua recognising the
tremendous effort the new San

areas of literacy, education
employment and medical care for

dinista Government 1s making in ‘

the people of Nicaragua Their |

work has been made more dil
ficult by the recent April invasion
by forces from Honduras backed
by the U.S. Government. Further
that the Prime Minister protest o
the U.S. for its military aid to
counter insurgents in Honduras
and Costa Rica and that it desist
in its plans to destabilise the
Government of Nicaragua

£
=
.
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nuclear disarmament _

British Labour Party’s unilateralis

The coming British elections provide
agood opportunity tolook at the policy
of the British Labour Party on nuclear

isarmament. ¥
: Opinion _polls have established
foreign policy as the second biggest
issue after unemployment in the June
9 elections. And up front in this debate
15 the question of Britain'sown nuc]aar
arsenal, including its integration into
the US nuclear system through NATO.
By Val Edwards
Member of North Auburn (NSW/
vranch and the Australasian
Sucrety of Engineers

enable Britain to pursue
defence policy. However

we do it must be designed to assist ir
the task to
committed
mament agreements
tries and maintain
with our allies

which we ATE al

rejects the policy of the present
Government in increasing its reliance
on a defence policy based on nuclear
weapons and recognises that un-
ilateral nuclear disarmament hy En-
tain will be a vital initiative leading
towards multinational disarmament
worldwide. 2N

“Conference reaffirs the decisions of
annual conference in 1980 and 1981
committing the Labour Party to un-
ilateral disarmament by:

“Opposing  unconditionally the
replacement of Polaris by Trident or
any other system and the deployment
of Cruise missiles, the neutron bomb

The planned deployment of Cruise
and Pershing 11 missiles has created a
storm of protest in Britain and
throughout Europe since the decision
was announced by the NATO High
Command in 1979. Literally millions
of peaple have come into the streets of
Europe to protest the placement of
these missiles.

Conservative policy under a re-
elected Thatcher Gov will

and all other nuclear weapons in or by
Britain;

“Closing down all nuclear bases,
British or American on British sl or
in British waters; . . .

“Ensure that the next general elec-
tion manifesto contains an une-
quivocal, unambiguous commitment
tounilateral nuclear disarmament and
for tl:g Parliamentary Labour Party,

faithfully
Conference policy on disarmament. In

esponse o rumou early
that the policy would be
ywn, the Labour Disarma
n (ommittee sent aletter to
| Foot protesting the revision
stter was signed by Labour CNI)
de Union CND), Labour Action for
the Bertrand Russell Peace

election manifesto carry

commit the British peaple to main-
taining the $700 million a vear British
“fortress” on the Malvinas
(Falklands) lslands. It will allocate
another $4 billion to the placement of
Cruise missiles, and will replace the
ageing Polaris nuclear submarines
with the Trident system at a cost of §15
billion.

According to the Economist, “The
Labour Party want to make Britain a
non-nuclear power during the next
Parliament, to remove American
nuclear bases, and to pull Britain out
of the EEC.

"Lahtfmrhhas previously flirted with
some of these policies in opposition
and then dropped them in govl:i')nument,
But never before has it campaigned on
such a combination of policies; never
before has it been led by a convinced
unilateral and anti-
European; never before has the Party's
Left been so strong.

“This time Britain's voters have a
real choice,”

At its October 1982 National Con-
Ierepee‘ following a position establish-
ed m 1979, the Party adopted an
unequivocal policy in favour of un-
ilateral nuclear disarmament.

The Conference resolution, which
was carried by the two-thirds (714,
majority needed to have jt inserted in
the Party’s manifesto, includes the
following Passages:

“This Conference records its alarm
al the continuing arms race between
the superpowers and the increasing
threat of nuclear war within Europe,

on defence, to
its policy in its

Foundation, the Labour Co-ordinating
ind the Royal Arsenal Co
'ty

actively campaign on
first session in office.”

The resolution reflects strong
pressure from the Party rank and file,
many of whom are active in the
campaign against nuclear arms.

1t also reflects strong pressure from
the ranks of the trade unions, Under
this pressure, the Trade Union Con-
gress itself adopted a unilateralist
anti-nuclear policy atits 1982 N ational
Conference,
_Behind these decisions stands the
Campaign for Nuglear Disarmament
which has grown in leaps and bounds
smctz the n;tgdhem disarmament moye.
ment got off the ground in
the 1979 NATO greciaion. e

Even at the height of Thatcher's

rative

Also in February, over 300 delegates
packed out the largest-ever Labour
CND Annual General Meeting [<:
demand a special Party Conference if
the manifesto did not uphold Con
ference policy The Iﬂl'['EHIU_‘
represented over one hundred Party

Hranches

At the same time, &
CND was formed to
presentation of the Conf
in the election. And by February, over
144 prospective Labour candidates,
including 120 MPs—a little less than
half the sitting Labour MPs—had
signed a statement calling on the

ference policy

Party Leadership to ensure that i'u}n-
A barmgp during ¥ ference policy was expressed in the
aesgui‘t on the Malvinas Islands in iy
1982, CND could mobilise aver 200,000

Healey and Foot picture the un-
ilateralist policy as an electoral liabili
ty, but the facts simply donot substan

peaple in a demonstration on June &
for unilateral nuclear disarmament,
However, the Economist may be

tiate the claim £ 1980 Al muial
comforted by the fact that i { At the end of 1982, cie
election the choice for British telg:qul-: commissioned Gallop Poll revealed
could be more

apparent than reg|

that 58 per cent of British people
In preparation for the elections, the

opposed the introduction of t_‘;uti;l‘
Labour * Parliamenta, . missiles, and 56 per cent opposed the
issued g manifesto wli::]‘,!er’:’:’; Trident nuclear submarine program.
deliberately equivocal on nuclear dig.

fi s ¥ 1 by the

‘hese figures are confirmed
e of the CND mass
i Clearly, there is a

SUCCess

in Britain for un
Lol i : ilateral disarmament

o e wmmmznﬂnﬂﬂ.ﬁ;g:: This sentiment is evident also
disarmament as followe,

‘Unilaterialigm

within the ranks of the Labour Party
tlateralism must go ha

SR It has been shown that 77 per cent of

nd in hand if Denis Healey.

Labor Miliant, June 1955
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British Labour

Continued from page 15.
the party membership say “No to

However, Labour's support has been
running at about 34 per cent in the
general electorate. This means that
something like a quarter of eligible
vuters in Britain oppose Cruise mis-
siles but see no reason for supporting
the Labour Party. This is one result of
the Parly leadership's failure to
devise an economic program which
will seriously uddress the problem of
unemployment. This is understan-
dable when more than 3 million are
unemploved  officially and  these
figures continue Lo rise

However, it is clear that the Party
could win back a very large proportion
of ihis vote by running hard in the
«leetion on Conference policy for
unilateral disarmament. By  this
means it might even win the election.
But. 1t appears that for the Foot-

Healey leadership, winning the elec-
fion is a higger threat than dumping
the Party's commitment to disarma-
menL.

Why" Because Foot and Healey both
recognise that despite the Conference
commitment to remain in NATO (a
commitment that contradicted the
vote against Cruise and Pershing II),
implementation of the policy for un-
ilateral nuclear disarmament would
mean, in reality, the end of the US
alliance. And this is something that
they cannot countenanee. This is why
they are commited to multilateral
disarmament.

For much the same reason, the Tory
Party has been churning out
propaganda in favour of multilateral
nuclear disarmament. The Tories also
have in mind winning a section of the
anti-nuclear vote,

The key message of the Tory cam-
paign is that unilateralism is utopian,
seriuus nucl disarmament is mul.
tilateral disarmament, and the Tory
Party Central Office is pouring out
dozens of speeches—by  Margaret
Thatcher, Norman Tebhit,
Parlunmn—sﬂacking ilal

with the young, was ap-

pointed to this Ministry at the b'g“"

ning of the year with & mor: nr -':'

explicit brief Lo “defuse” CND by going
into bat for multilateralism.

While the Tory campaign has
successfully turned the Labour Party
away from a popular unilateralist
program, it has not been able to
intimidate CND. 2

At its November 1982 National
Conference, CND adopted the central
campaign _slogan, “Britain out of
NATO, NATO out of Britain,” to
express its firm commitment to
unilateral disarmament, and rejected
moves headed by prominent author
and activist, Edward Thompson, to
link this to a struggle against the “two
superpowers’ and their “bloes”.

This vote reflected a similar strong
sentiment for unilateral disarmament
expressed in a poll conducted at CND's
June 1982 demonstration in which 68
per cent registered their opposition to
British participation in NATO.

Getting out of NATO, of course,
means no Cruise, no Pershing, no
Trident, and it means breaking the
alliance with the United States, in-
cluding the removal of US bases from
Britain. These policies are popular.

In fact, CND's pelicies have the
support of very nearly the entire
organised British working class. It is
an extremely significant and very
revealing fact that more British
workers are now affiliated to CND
through their trade unions than are
likewise affiliated to the Labour Party
itself. In this way, six million workers
today support CND.

Major sections of the Church have
also come out in support of CND and
for unilateral nuclear disarmament.

Since the opening of the election
campaign, senior Roman Catholic
priest Monsignor Bruce Kent, who
serves in almost a full-time capacity as
CND General Secretary, has come
under fire from the Archbishop of
Westiminster, Cardinal Hume In
May, the Guardian speculated that the
Cardinal could easily he acting under
pressure from the Thatcher Govern-
ment,

Kent, who feels he may soon have to

“in touch”

The Tory press, of course, has also
been harping on the so-called i
connection of CND. AR
mLonnzrvalive.MP Winston Churchill
z Muns an organisation funded by th
. Tory Central Office called theb’éamev

paign for Defence and Multilateral
b whose i

choose betfeen CND and the Church,
has 1 that if such a choice is
made necessary “then [ don't think it
is the right church for me".

A similar battle has unfolded within
the Anglican church. Ay ils most
recent General Synod Bishop Graham
Leonard of London led a suecessful
attack against a working party

T prime
. purpose is to spy on and smear CND

activists and supporters.
reason, !.Iw organisation even “in-
filtrated” CND in order 1o attend its
1982 Conference.

By such means, it has become the
© first task of Michael Heseltine as

Minister for Defence to combat CND.
Heseltine, considered a “liberal” and

¢ Y the
mure progressive Bishop of Sali;

:alllh: Chu[th_ advocate nb:rl:;nrgi
d::r:mz Britain of the nuclear

Leonard, a known conservative
appointed Bishop of Lay Ty el
Tt oty lyp mlaﬂsn in a move

by

ame
been sponsored by the Thaseh:

Another instructive case js DEOVide
by the women at Greenham (.,
— the first US base sched
receive Cruise missiles in Seppey,|,
188, These women have maintain,.,
24-hour -a-day picket there for eiyl,y.,,
months. Thisis a further testimr,,
the breadth, staving power, orpq,
tion, and public support for CNJ)y
for unilaterally ending
nuclear commitment

These facts register an overwh ),
ing sentiment in favour of gk,
Britain out of the nuclea; 3
system without condition:
consultation, and with
agreement of the Un
Western Europe. It is :
that, in the end, this is the

Britain's

1
ment world wide, because the |
States will never agree to the dis;
ment of any of its allies. Afier
the US that is pressuring Britai
other European countries Lo accept the
Cruise and Pershing missiles

It is the US alliance that prevents
Britain's nuclear disarm:
any imagined threat from the Sovi
Union. Otherwise, 1t would be eas
enough for Britain to accept rec
proposals by the Soviet leaders for th
eradication of all nuclear arms fro
Europe.

This 18 understood by tho
Margaret Thatcher, who support mt
tilateral disarmament from a righ
wing position. But, unfortunately, it is
a mystery to those “multilateralists
in the progressive mass movement

In the end it will be necessary to find
the means by which every nation can

and Trident

B ocrmament march against Cruise ; lienate certain sections of the
{hat such forces regard the US nuclear; - 0¥kt ment such as the

e

disarm. That may be described as o hia. has bee signifi-  disarmament movel
; ‘ ) 2 i ] This has been y lia as more signifl ; . Churches.
kind of “multilateral” disarmament and NAF‘_]P“‘_E of CND itself facilitiesin -‘\U““."_E“,'h‘.ul, any Brtish Party ranks, ot ”_',' :,E:IW this to b a
But that is not how the term is used L] tin the pra 5 demands cant to the Aand-off with the The British case p nt. Anid
today. When the multilateral disarm raises all these facilities in the s ’”rll I;m-l'*""‘ﬁ totally fallacious luml:,ﬂw Uniting
¥ - p sfore e 1 Australia e U
ment ofall the nuclear powers becomes taneously. sons to be learnt  Soviet Union. Y ved according ta: . aleeady yin sausta t the US hases
i sarmarner here are useful lessons here must be preser Church pusition agains
the precondition for the disarmament 4 = orience which here T UG & Party Left
of any one — which is the position of im the British expere this logic spport for this s far to the left of the tur

to the disarmament AR o told that unilateralism

g e of the st '} 8§
the multilateralists of both the right Ak patb it i the fundamen- We are £ our

support of the Laf

ag

¥ . i o is based on 1l cost the
and the left — ot Australia. vecates in  position tooi ALP will cos i
becomes 1(‘er A‘TI‘\ "‘Hjllll -‘nful 1 Bt some multilateral advocate \] :..I commitment by the h ,’ US Guvernment. That is not an nrunr.t:; }
R ot ":“ R T Australion disarmament move: @0 Pt maintaining the US ainst building a campaign for effe
rring at a o k ains

ing to argue thal fact the

i nt have been will . alhance . tive disarmament but in =
It i& this that led Helen John, one of Bilateralism is popular (and d}:fl‘[ﬂ-‘} Y Cammenting on his proposed ,11\4{:1;: roason Lo take the campaign insideth
3 8 ! ) s -ause the British 0! o T agan. Bob A
L cl | is relativ old the press rece y by tackling the
: gar arsena ,  Hawke t v ik QOnly by L o
"‘}: we all hold. But it can only b 8 thus of no consequence in the “Whatever views people may Rave U e (1S bases and breaking
achieved if you are prepared to take the

United States, Iregarditasa
nental importance to
i t is a cor

alliance with the LIS can
ear disarmamen|
Jones, it 18

ldwide nuclear stand-off hetween
"Lwo SUperpowers. |
hile this position shows

about the
country of fundar
relationship (sick

the military
we carry out nucl

first step. A unilateralist 15 a mul
. In the words of Helen

tilateralist who means it.

synical

. s yany ~ our : rnational A at such mul
Helen John's comment is a recouni 8 mass m”\eml?l.wnth i meraione ol S oBEREE B Al (A B ,m_:i ave, ikl
tion of the simple fact that when it nd more POWETH try, it relations. aders who are tilateralist campAIBne £”
comes Lo disarmament, the real enemy which exists in this country. Even Left Party Leaders tilateralists who mean i

: : MOVE: ament move- - it v ut as the
is at home. 8o has a certain logic for the m Jinent in the disarmam Those who mean it will p

= = . PIC . smselves com ! y appositic Lo
Many CND activists, it is true ‘ment here. 4 -guch ~rment; have ahown the ok from this first letter of their ’FL f
favour multilateralist demands, such The same forces wihn nup-l%‘ T have pletely unwilling “[‘ ":‘”.m-. endent nuclear arms the
Re b e = # E ¥ are those who hi and support @ o i stalls ns by P
Pfslla:n;"l.z '}::-rlleu-lgralrreebi:l‘::j!t lt}‘v‘:{\, i meﬁur’r;dn:un‘:li vigorously gainst mu:‘rl ', ‘r“'\u\trLu]lmn nuclear disarma ::::L‘,: I\'ml‘l‘]ﬁ contribution
i 56 E a1y £ 2 " yalicy for 2 b e ake i "
want to avoid being otherwise acrused F?mf-intum- broad d‘““"‘”“““."”":‘ ‘ Instead they ‘-E”l"“‘”"'[',l_lllrr worldwide US nuclear wea
- o 2 5 : ilateralist slogans al disarmamenl — o~ o _the US bases.
B e ot o v v L wopt il ot Ll s Sy US SE
§ Inion. similar to . ¥ s the ‘mament kastan: . is 8 ¢ e
While they are mistaken in their PParty, and the TUC, such a I\I:-- Usually thetr '““"“"M{Q |‘1|-|IL{.1 « movement as a whole : :
fears, they do not however see such removal of US bases and position is that while IT\r‘m:m “will  only learn from the Bri
aters

demands as excluding the specific

i i withdrawal from ANZUS
fight against Cruise, Pershing, Tri-

1
» . of course support uni
1t can only be concluded from this c

I T T NI -
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vietnam

How quickly some forget!

Interview with Peter Boyle, an
activist in the Committee Against
Repression in the Pacific and Asia.
CARPA is campaigning for the
ﬁ?ﬁf Government to implement

oh EetoE e
aid to Vietnam, i

Q. Party policy explicit],

y states th
the Federal Labor Government ::
committed to an immediate restora-
tion of humanitarian aid to Vietnam
vel Prime Minister Hawke says that
:Ih_e Government may not implement

1;; poliey. Can you comment on this?
o .PCarlm:dy no one disputes that
Effeﬂ: arty hnn‘a clear palicy to this

is policy. It
nfz'1 rﬂ&e d:n‘liocra:ic ﬁm?ﬁol;izél:;'ibﬁ:
i L )

m;mheghip. responsibility to the

ut there is another v
m?mt. a moral mﬁ'?n',imf
el Government has to the Viet.

ama, Inous
f;alh‘lr:; but merely the h:gig::‘::]gn;ll'l;
e ent of a great blood debt that
e ustralian Government owes th,

namese people. A restoration u:'

vernment sh

‘v]vfnthu;u:ms:u.\imt_ military ::;d e:uc:;ﬁ
t signifi ili

Tegion. Any future :’:runt'snmu;:“y

twa aid pmjsc't':‘;“a{!hnu]d resu

when mn.ide;mp“ch““_l‘égime should 2
ﬁ_u.mﬂ !ho“u‘j‘d st a]laanttiludemwm?g

; Kam,

conditions fnvmp“bleche;? (Poan
or multilater,

Fot Torces " @0y coalition

€ Australia should makestren

the paltry §7 million aid that was cut
off in 1979 would hardly compensate
for the death and destruction that
Australian troops caused in the unjust
war against Vietnam between 1965

Q. Some people in the Par
argued that this was ended rg’v::arf
iea.rs ago and so should not determine
'l:.:hl'n]‘l_al'l Government policy in 1983,
s s it really over? It would seem to
::m at the very fact that there is a big
e ]:.wlgn being waged in Ausiralia
fud road Eggm;t lg_e etr:stmatinn of
e Gll&h_ ietnam, is an
nam s fr from ovr - VI
€ extent of the long-

Australian, US and

dilan, | oth

left Vietnam with 20 e:v{]n

craters, 150,000 tons of
1

persons, nearly a million

Federal Policy on Indochina

the fact that wj
p:.cwﬂejf.' Vietnam i:h m::
/ in
concerning developments i theml’ﬂnlsi;i:u
in the ind, e m]?f.uﬁ' ; e
deep:lndenc_e of the three ':i:‘g]h]“:h o o
ocratically elected m:vem::::;m“

ietnam suspen oo SOmUMItment to the

regi i
“n‘:] ﬂu‘}l';l;:!g: laD'llst Cll;iineﬂ e probl
C tability in the region
: it L ¥ in the region
T it humane involvement of the superpowers
o and develg,
Introduced,

conflj

t?“ 51,
: : Fob) regime gq
orces Australia will ot giie‘l’.ﬂ‘ieﬂ"uﬂ' don
Nition,

Or regime including Plcﬁ

Iloundipk}maﬁgeﬂom ih

:?ol‘x}si remembertog th,
3 !etnam veteran
suffering from the u?j 1
Orange, it is far =t
imagine how mych o
apq!les to Vietnam,
which Agent (}I‘Lli];.‘:;' ”.‘.‘I =
Eallons of other toxic }| g 1o
used? The United Nation
some of the after-cffacte .+
of the war in \-'wtnam—lH
birth have increased
cancer is far more prevale
Then even after the I
Sﬁ1gcm in 1975, Vietn:
:w?:wﬁd peace. At first the |
B c| Ei? t? €conomic war
aigq?t P&s.?.zbl!_limlin re
menlt I}:Tv-ruhrmsud In the Gene
A . It then Imposed a trade |
e l:iﬁr;efnagsulnm United Nat
e untries aid pr I
3 B}afc:re t_h?year was up Vietnam w
tEiclmz military attacks ag:
l;un;epfrom the dictator of Kam
S 'ot. Between 1975 and 19
s raids caused hundreds
sacres of Vietnamese civil

living near that border. These ru.:

left mass graves in etnam sim
]
B sin V am s

those Pol Pot left all over Kampuches :

ems and

itarian aid to K i
ampuchea should
Pmental and cultural assistance

%i:hmitld‘ encourage further and
volatile area which is likely to

Portant i ot
Bt El:InAuslraha 8 future. In this way

me aware of the

any

» 8ocial and eco g
. , _Bconomic factors con
Present instability of the region, i

Events i i {
nment ah;::lg‘st'i'?mnn will be stimulated

ctin Kampuchea. A i
§ 1 ustralia should
I8 support to international efforts

B regional i
f&' Ui tension,

ted i :
; lgntmns organisations the
Or some administrative

e establish, i
Bnllineref“ed on the Thai-Kampuchean

country — .

— who intend refugees — particularly from ‘

gees — those seekin i
5 g anew life
An quickly and permanently be

to return to Kampuchea.

at for gy,

it of saturation bombing of Vietnam

Ironically, those who oppose a
on of aid to Vietnam use the

echo the big business press and
ite House by referring to Viet-

numerous attemp!

nts, Vietnamese troops together
Febel Kampuchean forces ousted
Pot in December 1978

hen and today, the great majo
if Kampucheans welcome the Vi
jamese as their liberators
instance when the Viet

¢ price of gold on the
ek market shot up, just one indica

vilians said they wou

etnamese troops back
ther than face a return of Pol P
uudy rule, An estimated tw
ampucheans died between
a result of Pol Pot's

abour and mass execution

| There is no doubt that this is what
the consequence of a
.~ pullout would most

" withdrawal as if this would mean se
* determination for the Kampuchean
people. Nothing could be further from
the truth, The alternate Government
promoted by the US, China and the

2 by the US

ASEAN countries consists of }
forces—one of whom are Pol Pot's
Khmer Rouge.

It's hard to believe how anyone can
go along with these blatant distor-
tions. Even ex-US Ambassador to
Cambodia, Emory Swank, has public-
ly admitted the co tructiveness and
popularity of the Vietnamese presence
in Kampuchea

Q. What is the role of China in this
area’ i
A. The Vietnamese and Kam-
puchean governments see China as
the most immediate and serious
military threat to {heir sovereignty at
present, China made a destructive and
murderous punitiv aid into Vietnam
in February 1979 following the
averthrow of Pol Pot

Two months ago they pounded
Vietnamese border villages with ar-
tillery fire and continue to arm an_d
supply the remnants of Pol Pot's
Khmer Rouge in the Thai-Kampuchea
horder area
l;h:l it must be pointed out that the
Chinese military threat has the back-
ing of Washington. It is more con-
venient for Reagan to have someone
else attack Vietnam directly as the
he anti-Vietnam war
|l fresh in his mind.

memory of t
mn\'n-m(-nl 1s sty

(8] Another ar rument Vagmnst
resumption of aid to Vietnam is that of
the alleged Vietnamese threat to
Thailand and other ASEAN countries.
What are your views on this?

A. Who threatens who?

en
}I‘I»'r\_wlen made his condemnation of
:\'IELI\RHIE‘H.L' aggression’

Thailand in April, we were told

against

National Times and the Austra
that he was already in possessi
cable from Australian intell
the effect that the Th
charges of Vietnamese agg
were dubious. Aid workers
border regions later confirmes
falseness of these charges,

Hut on th
fully confirr
dropped napalm bombs on Kar
puchean and Vietnamese forces, that
Thailand has pr ed sanctuary for
Pol Pot's murd
counterrevolutiona
aid to these force:
facilitated US and Australian aid to
the counter-revolutionaries

And that is another point. While
Hayden finds it so hard to decide to
ment Party policy to aid Viet
m, he seems to have no problems in
leciding to continue to aid the other
side. Most Australian Government

aid mpu 1 goes through
Bang .nd so to the camps of the
counter-revolutionaries. Australian
aid helps prop up Pol Pot's Khmer
Rouge

Australia gives $40 million in direct
military aid to the ASEAN Govern-
ments but hesitates to fund a cattle
farm and milk factory 1n Vietnam
This is a shameful situation.

Q. Finally, what is the situation in
Vietnam today?

A, It is desperate. After 80 years of
colonial exploitation, and nearly halfa
century of continuous war this should
come as no surprise. 20 per cent of the
children suffer from malnutrition and
half the population is permanently
undernourished. Per capita income 18
just $200 per year and the infant
mortality rate is 115 perthuusand live
births (compared with 25 in most
developed countries). Yet Vietnam
provided the main aid source for
Kampuchea following the overthrow
of Pol Pot and even today supplies
regular aid to Kampuchea

Most other countries with Vietn am's
level of poverty and underdevelopment
receive some aid from most of the rich
countries, 3

But thanks to the efforts of the US
Government and its allies an gs-
timated half a billion dollars in aid is
being blocked each year. Last year for
instance the US with the help of the
Governments of Argentina, Canada,
West GGermany, Japan, Thailand, and
Britain, blocked $5.3 million in aid

under the UN World Food Frogram

We helieve that it is esgential that

the Australian Government end its

shameful participation in this con-

tinuous waron the Vietnamese people.
For further information about CAR-

PA see the advertisement on page =

Labor Miditant, June 1953
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victoria

3 ergency conferences,
T anVie e when judging by the record

State conference — more
restrictive rules changes

The coming Victorian State Con-
{erenceun June 15 will be an important
one, It is the first since the rules
change on the election of Conference

l;!’y Doug Jordan

Member of Preston (Vie) b

the Tramways Union it
delepates was adopted at the Apri
Conference, Now the recently electen
FEA delegates to Conference wili
"I'IHI: their positions for a two year

LLEE
Lat the rule changes haven’
3 en't ended
vel. Further changes are up for adop-
tion at the coming June Conference.
lhlL.‘lfl‘ represent the most extensive
revision of the rules for a long time,
pt]r‘h§p§ £VEn since intervention :
180t possible to |

i(;:.aliﬁg Pt 80 through these
lemised in the May edition
Star. But the broad direcl‘ianut:‘f’;,!ﬂ;::;

& Lebor Militant, June 1983

K :
Ules changeg 10 restrict Party dem,

N

oCracy haye led
10 serigyg Struggles jug to be
ame

changes is very clear.
Auh?_m:h some of the changes
the admini ion of the

Party, !hg weneral thrust is for mere
centralised control of the Victorian
Branch, a dewngrading of State Con-
ference and a decrease in the broad
participation in decision making by
rank and file members.

Firstly, there will be an increase in
fees for pensioners and unemployed.
At present pensioners pay $2 and the
une_mploged $3 for a year's
membership. In future they will both
have tu pay $10 compared with the full
rate of 515 which remains unchanged

This is a blow at the most disadvan-
taged groups in society. Given the
subsistence levels of both these sectors
and the inflation rate surely any
change should mave in the direction of
reducing .th_en- membership fees not
vice versa. This change can only

wre ALP

o

icy to date, just such a
going to be needed to
Jiamentary Party from
suting and overturning

union delegates to State
“no longer have to be
g the union they are
d.|5[:uur-,'_{g(- . Now unions can appoint
r.guns of the community ik
time when both ;u'rr\'u” iv
f:_lmp.r through lay unL' “
voluntary™ rulu'vm«nh‘l 3 el
Secondly, State Confe

atisation of the unions.
gates to the ALP bodies

TEeNCce w i
only meet twice a yeq, 0t w ted by the membership of
November instead  of ,I}‘“ ik there is to be fair represen-
three times. Together wigh e grass roots. Appointment

delegates puts the day of
oeracy even further off into
hlue yonder.

changes, thig
d.nwnur.‘lding of the
State Conference

the

i as 2 s % v
dega,mn_ making body iy, positive side the elimination
:jehp""dmﬂ decrease in partioi. votes for elections at Federal

ebate and discussion l'.‘\‘ e Assemblies (FEA) removes

sive abuse of the system.
zens of votes in the same
tihg had often ensured elec-
certain delegates. The rule
eans that voting takes place
onsecutive weekends in May
tended time

er, at the same time, the
of members to vote has been
up. Members must have
months continuous
ship to vote. Similarly FEAs
W have to meet only twice in
ery second year. So the oppor-
or discussion and representa
ithin the wider context of the
Electorate is diminished as

other way in party
ers were consulted the
ite. This too will be abolished
Public Office Selection Com-
, set up after intervention, 1s a
licated procedure to pre
;3. This has been
equal numbers
nd central panels

was also pussible o organ .
State Conference if 11} -\.l‘n i
zup:.'!:u:(i a pel . This now re ;
Fsupport. This was used
Victoria 1o ;r‘\my;u.,‘”
against  the cnvr:ur"nl-u
uranium policy by :\:U:q
ference. It makes it mor n-l'

which

was

giving
en the local

€ method of selecting central
&l candidates by a lottery has also
€n eliminated. This will now be on
8 basis of proportional representa-

10
The Administrative Committee has
oposed to greatly increase 11
Bwers. Nominations for any se
reapened if supported by 75 of the
dministrative Committee. Rank and
file members should have the right of
¥ecall for endorsed candidates but not
fihe powerful executive committee of
‘the Victorian Branch.

The balance sheet of these rules
‘ehanges is very negative—greater
Beatrictions on debate and political
participation, on representation and
recall combined with an increase i
centralised power. And the method

t can

)

rules changes reflects just the same
tendency.

mber of the NSW Branch

and time allowed for discussion of the

tasmania

It’s time for politics

The Tasmanian Branch of the ALP,
goon to be given back responsibility for
running its affairs, still does not
publish its own Party paper. This is
indicative of the level of political
debate here. Political discussion, it
seems, is not to be encouraged

With the conservative Gray Govern
ment in full cry, hammering the
working class daily, it comes as no
By Frank Noakes
Member of Lilydale (Tas) branch
surprise that party membership is
gradually on the Even
though this is encouraging, it by no
means makes up for the droves that
left the Party in the last couple of years
of the State Labor Government

These members, new and old alike
need to exposed to political
debate. Branch meetings alone cannot
provide this very ne y function.
ratically
allowing

INCrease.

be

elected editc
free discus
absolute must. Other State branches
and factions within those branches
can. and rightly do, afford the produe
tion of regular newspapers

As an illustration of the current
attitude pervading the State Branch,
our Branch at its April meeting un
animously passed a motion expressing
concern at the Federal Government's
failure to ALP foreign

implement

Premier Gray on the attack.

ticisir
supporting vernm

lack of politics

s cause of
myopia

litical parties differ from one
another on the basis of policy. When a
party fails to carry out its policy it

betraying its memt
party is not akin to
supported  uncritic
everything. It was
titude, fostered by
that allowed the S

Party to the Tasmanian
Branch as a whole. This led the Party
to its trouncing at last year's state
election. Since then federal interven
tion has brought about some
demaocratic reforms

Meanwhile, the Gray Liberal

Gov nmenthasjust completed its first
ye office and on the basis of the
performance of the ALP Leadership to
date, it will enjoy many more L0 come,
Ken Wreidt, State Opposition Leader,
appears to be one Labor leader who
has kept his promise Wreidt pmmisud
Election not to be
unduly critical of the Gray Govern-
ment in its first year, So whilst Gray
and his cronies have been assaulting
workers’ living standards and the
environment alike, Wreidt has been
adhering to his promise and has
hardly said a word

after the State

A close lipped Ken Wreidt

£




east timor

Fretilin not welcome-still

Interview with John
Sinnott, member of the
Australia-East Timor
Association

In the last issue of Labor Mili-
tant we carried an interview with

George Preston, Spokesperson for

the East Timor Support Group in

the ALP. In that interview George
outlined why it was so important
that Labor policy on East Timor be
implemented. A tour was arranged
with two Fretilin representatives
for mid-May so that up to date
information would be available.

Visas were granted, and
arrangements all set up, when
Hawke intervened to prevent the
tour going ahead that time.

Q. The Labor Government has
withdrawn the visas of the two Fretilin
representatives due to tour here mid-
May until Mr. Hawke finishes his visit
to Indonesia. What effect has this had
nrlAthfvpeopiz in the ALP?

- Wewere caught by surprise
Cabinet decided gmt lefmnvi,uag :@1:.183
not be issued until Hawke had return-
ed from Jakarta because we had
already heard that Immigration
Minister Stewart West had given the

go-ahead for the visas to beissued. The
two Fretilin representatives, Abilio
Araujo and Rogue Rodrigues, were
about to leave Portugal to come to
Australin when they were told the

visas were not ready. The action of the
Government will annoy many people
in the Labor Party and make them
determined to stand up to the un-
derhand methods of working by the
Government.

Obviously they are too afraid to
come out and announce they will
ignore ALP policy. But in effect they
have simply ignored policy on a
number of points. Oneindication of the
strong feelmg‘of the membership, is
that the Parliamentary Caucus felt
obliged to meet Abilio and Roque at a
special conference when they even-
tually get to Australia. This will mean
members of the Caucus will have to fly
&ma]]nverﬂuaualiafarthemeeting.

tion of East Timor. e

The ALP opposes all defence aid
P vithd) ol Indonesi

Timor.

Aid 1o East Timor sho

1o Indanesia until thers is a
occupalion forces from East

banelit the East Timorese but should not

Timor q %
The ALP will also—

suppont Indo G k!
Slralegy. b Pprocesses or m i“dlﬂ" : the
The ALP miltary  Australja;

aspects of the d
The ALP East Timor issue.

Supports the prnciple of fres migrar
Epdmg rnlugser s, and believes Ausl::l?;al?:l :::3: i
ity 10 assist East Timaresa 1o come to Auslralia

Tha ALP will seek out and make Publicly available information on a

in Austra)

930N and wish (o come here;

ol A

The total disregard for poji..
leadership will also unxaf:r]::,]::l'\‘ the
and file members especially wh'mT\“.”k
last State Conference made it i
clear that the Victorian Branch ‘n‘ut-‘
to see the policy implemenied mong

Q. Recently we had the rx;.'m )
the Defence Minister Gordon S y
handing over an Australian p m-”?
ho.al_!.u_ the Indonesians. ), you |,.'rJ‘
tlng 15 Just a continuation of Fraser sl.
pphcyl In giving military ajd and in
violation of Labor policy? 5

A. This is the first of twe patr
boats that will be handed over by the
Hawke Government. The ALp ;
18 also b.rpken by this temporar n
on Fretilin representatives, Hayden
opened a language centre in Jakors
while he was there which wil| b,
by the Indonesian military.

There has been no diplomatic o
ty that we know of in support of K
Timor. Australia still has
Ambassador to the United N;
Richard Woolcott who is notorious!
pro-Im_‘lone.sian and I'm sure he would
be an mneffective lobbyist on hehalf o
East Timor even if he was told o
If they were genuine about the policy
the Government would find a new job
for Ambassador Woolcott.

iy

Q. What do you think Labor Party

iy it Hlishec) Timor on a fact-finding mission, ensuring that ad 0
. 3 lequate support
independ mw"""“'ﬁ rejects h“ﬂﬂ“ ffom [nterpraters and that unhindared access is aval-
g MF of the country and population; and
u“lﬁ:rllﬂm-mary 8nquiry into all aspects of the Easl

“mihan Govemment to widen its existing progran
Pparents and families of isolated children in

e rest of the 2668 extanded famity membsrs nominated by

1ain 1977; and all other East Timaress who

the ian
East govemment lo send an immigration team
mmm 10 Australia the rest of the 600 pecple on ihe
g 58 embraced by categories in the preceding

. the
Y 'W"“ﬁ'“""’"""ﬂi“ﬂioﬂhasmnmm P in East :
. The ALP will continye 10 i JRE - seek direct talks wi
e s e U s skt A P s e 11
Th::::l’a:” ol ‘ Wﬂm:m"{?’"‘mnmma.am ’ R
§ Imor o .
e e " €85 T v g o S OB g 0115111
CAMPAGN for the Australian govemman i Bt o0 wil—
information 1o release morg ol Australia all Timorgse included above

PIES for ffes access 1o East Tuner for 1

uxdia,

mmmr:—‘azvu“m“sammm
ihamentary g
————

1055 for an Ausuar s

allowod into Austraa,
ologation 10 vist East

© Austialian nows  aqie € 1950 of Ih

Visas 1o all Indanesian military and govemment oficia

Sdmitled io Ausiraly. oy C0P/® O the agreed iist have oo
an immigration team :

B 7 0 bring direct o A

t8 can do to hasten the process
ja giving support for the

is urgent because the
tione decides the agenda of
olonisation Committee in
dthe Indonesians have been
wvery hard to get the resolu-
in [East Timor dropped. Australia
Btart working right now or there
e danger the Indonesians will
heir way. Last vear Fraser
pressured the delegates from
lomon Islands and Fiji and got
change their vote to one of

he most effective way

| Secretary
AETA
O Box 93

| NAME
TELEPHONE

of supporting the people

Mistralia-East Timor Association and participatin

Please find enclosed cheque /
Subscription to AETA, plus 3

support for Indonesia. The Hawke
leadership should be talking to coun
tries like these to get them to support
East Timor.

There have been rumors which
haven't been denied that the
A alian Government intends to
abstain at the United Nation 18 is

totally inconsistent with ALP policy
There must be pressure from all levels
of the Party calling upon them to vote
for self determination for the Timorese
and not abstain.

Q. Finally when will the visit of the

money order for %
donation.

ADDRESS

two Fretilin representatives take
place?

A. At the moment we think they will
arrive in Australia at the end of June
or early July. There will be public
meetings in Sydney, Melbourne and
possibly Canberra. We urge :.;H sup:
porters of the people of East Timor to
come along to these meetings and
show the Government that there is a
large movement of sympathy for the
East Timorese people. This will be the
only way of pressuring the Govern-
ment to carry out Federal policy.

Australia-East Timor Association

SUBSCRIFPTION RATES
Individuals $5.00

Low Income $2.50
Organisations $20.00

being one year's

POSTCODE

( Home

( Waork )

3
5
El
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N.S.W.

The rewards of a faithful servan;

ment contracts and other business
deals. Even the drug trade probably
figured in the affairs of many — the
opium trade along with piracy and
slavery made the fortunes of many
respectable British families (sections
g:y which later migrated to this coun-

Closure of the Newcastle state
dockyards, Crown St Hospital, attacks
on the working conditions of nurses,
railworkers and other state public
servants . . . There are a lot of
things Neville Wran should stand trial

for.

Allegedls making a phone call to
Murray Farquhar is minor by com-
parison.

Wran has fallen into a tra) a
trap thal most pmfmiunaf Labor
politicians are susceptible to. The trap
of being a faithful servant of the
capitalist rulers of this couniry. Wran
fins been their administrator, has
attempted to make their system work
even though it's in a state of i

r,h‘e system. No amount of r,
missions or police bodies (5, I‘}.‘I
p.roposcd National ‘Crime, "< R
sion) will put an end to ['!'i;]
Dn_ly anew social syste; &
working class for the working
K

)5
Today these people are in the far
more respectable business of robbing B
workers of the fruits of their labour.  Hilton frame u
-up

respectable businessmen and

On April 19 and 20

) , the Hig

K: _Cnnbel'*ru heard an ap(pe.‘:]lkljn P:
lister, Tim Anderson and Ross | Junn

of today are trying to tread the path of

ations l'lf ‘lgn_mlption

and social collapse, has helped th,
promote theidea i
hg::t;.eir o that we should all live
I course the capitali 't
their own laws. g&’:aths;’l'dt‘;:le‘:lliﬁ‘lw
Im:sp“mh[e families who own (or art
'j:g shareholders) in the industries and
¢ newspapers of this country can
trace their family fortunes back to
activities such as blackbirding and
E:rac_v in the Pacifie, corruption t:n
vrse racing or swindling on govern-

These three membe
thr J s of the Indiar
based religious group Anands Mary,

the Public Service will supri
prise and were framed in 1978 by the evidence of

nly the naive. That's the way

By Martin Tuck

The State distributes atronage, iti
le Member of Leichhard IS
it ardt (NSW)

a source of a great deal of wealth for
oy mpltalmj:—govemment con-
nr:y n;tngl:ull‘yhlumﬁve, 80 18
! 1ave the police tu

wmd eye to activities outside the ;::
Hrr:tn-l accepted that framework, it's
:1 of the system as it stands, it's no
ecret that Wran didn’t want to change

Ehoht:e_mfonner_ Richard Seary. During
luf? ;::: at which they were convicted
ik lmphng to murder National
s ;ader Robert Cameron and
Ry eary also alleged that the

“I: ad also planted the Hilton Hote

Previous issues of Labor Mil
i L Militant
::‘{re exlfalamed. the highly dubious
piic?tre ot_ Seglry s evidence, the com
thefytuthpohcc in the frame-up, and
l.lseda(:; atthese three men have been
L E scapegoats to cover-up the
énvo[_vement of ASIO
p‘:ﬁﬂ] Brgnch in the Hilton bombing
i }':ug Alister, Anderson and
S af’e already spent five years in
5 I a erime they did not commit,
¥ may yet have to wait up to one
year more before receiving the Higl

R’:::Iti’:“‘l of the Campaign for the
Mmm"a(‘ of Anderson, Dunn and
ok t"‘ JAADA) are extremely

istic about the outcome of th

wg{:etﬁa!n grounds for the appeal
m]evantak (a) a large quantity of
tabled i S!Q documents were not
i them thdc trial that convicted them
Ministe orders of the then-Liberal

t and (b) the presiding judge

:;?;1 (Seary‘s Hilton allegations and
o er false statements
a[::rlehuf the Ananda Marga).

€ event that the appeal fails
CAAD:\ will launch an all-out public
Eﬂmpalgn to get
juwélr_l\:yall_l’au_l Landa to initiate
l.undm hlnqmr_y into the whole case.
a has said to CAADA members

uld only launch such an
the appeal procedure

If the High Court
avorable, Landa should
prnoeed with a judicial

er hand, the High Court
eonvictions it can either
men to be immediately
the matter to Landa for

by him, or call for a

third option 1s by far the
course. Bail could then be
to get them out of gaol
this is only likely to be
ce Landa has put to rest the
ations.

st into the Hilton bombing
Id belatedly last year after a
ha]l’yearr:ampaign.fuumi;:
bie case of murder against
d Dunn. The judge found
along with Anderson, could
n a charge of conspiracy to
‘?ﬂgain this was purely based
Wgvidence” of paid police in-
Richard Seary. It is up to

General Landa whether
ocent men have to face yet
trial.

s at stake here is not just the
‘years spent by three men in
The main issue at stake is: Can
'ASIO, Special Branch and
ipolice get away with political
ups. If we as individuals or
ively as the Austrahan Labor
, allow this travesty of justice to
nue, then this is not the last case
litical frame-up that we will seein
tralia.
November 18, 1982, Federal
ey General Gareth Evans being
jewed on a Nationwide program
4] don't believe that on the
Ence that was led at those trials
any reasonable person could be
now, looking at it in
pspect, that they were guilty
nd reasonable doubt.”
i & letter dated April 15, 1983,
ADA addressed three questions to
ans, If as expected the High Court
ipeal is successful, will he intercede
d ask Landa to release the three
men? If the appeal 1s successful will
flvans guarantee the three men will be
eased? And, if there is 8 re-trial will
allow the above mentioned ASIO
[peuments to be presented.
" The three Ananda Marga men now
in gaol, their fami and all ALP
embers have a right to know the
‘answers to these questions.

1 request readersof Labor Militant to
et now on behalf of the Ananda
Marga three, Pass motions of support
in your branches and other party
M hodies and write to Landa and Evans
about their intentions regarding the
" freeing of these three men.
Send in copies of motions or requests
for further information to C AADA,
Box 180 Holme Building, University of
Sydney, NSW, 2006,

r'\s_ a Brisbane City Council
husdriver [ found the articles on public
transport in your May edition very
interesting

1 noticed that there were many
similarities between what our Labor
Couneil is saying and doing about the
bus system in Bris
titude of the the

ne and the at-
n and Wran

Governments towards public
transport.
Recently the ( il's Transport

n the
oul

s have been

egzularity

Runs

Jepartment cut ba
of some of the more busy
to densely populated are

to the ent t 1lready

wded busi 2 e more

s0. Some new eer

introduced s but the

number ol has not

been 1n :

I'he gquality of
has deteric L

Many shifts
hours a day. The 38 hour week has had
noeffect since it has been introduced in
m of paid overtime rather than
increased leisure time
Another move that 1s worry
many drivers is the intention 1o
introduce linked (or articulated) buses
into the bus fleet
This move seems to o ntradict
Labor's policy of improving public
transport and increasing ¢ mployment
The introduction of link buses notonly
threatens jobs but also the frequency

of service
David Matters
Kurilpa branch ALP QLI

16th May 1983

Ms. P. Brewer,

I presume you are the author of the
May 1983 editorial in Labor Militant,
; amazing to find the following
in the editorial: “Not one

union leader or “radical”
an spoke out againstthe
terms of the Accord.” Have you read
my article in “Socialist Fight" of 20th
April 19837 You could be forgiven for
not mentioning me because “Socialist
Fight” has a small readership,
although 1 would be surprised if you
had notread that igsue when you wrote
the article.

But there is no excuse for your
Jenny Haines, General
N.S.W. Nurses

It ws
sentence
“militant’
parliamentana

overlooking
Secretary of the
Association, whose courageous lone
stand against the Accord certainly
received plenty of publicityfand who
has since published her reasons for the
world to know.

1 can only reach the conclusion that
playing the old game of
sectarian  politics which fails to
recognise your left rivals unless you
can find something derogatory to say

you are

letters

about them
‘f‘nurg fraternally,
George Petersen, M.P. for lllawarra

In reply
Yes Georg

I had missed your article
Fight and s

public stance

18 UNAWar|

you say you

onclu
Haines f

I ihstained
v Haines is to e supported i
|. But that doesn't undercut
ument. Even

against the A
ained silent abuout her
ying so. As your letter

i

s for

she published her reasons affer
{my emphasis).

yw why Jenny kept silent
at that im I can't commenton her
ns for this. However the puint s
that nobudy “spoke oul against the
terms of the Accord”. And because no
one spuke out publically at that ime. &
huge upportunity to expose this class
collaboration was missed. ( learly
stated opposition from aworking cliss
viewpnint would have had a b
impact and would have receiv ed mitss
media coverage at that time. As every
socialist knows, decent mass media
coverage 1s Very hard to come hy. And
the statement that Jenny “has sinct
published her reasons for the world to
know™ just illustrates my puint.
haven't seen her reasons and [ cover
the mass press pretty closely.

There is one further point 1 wish to
make with regard to your letter

I am distressed by the tone you use
and the conclusions you seem only Loo
willing to leap to. Given that we share
the same assessment of the Accord and
the need to fight against it, it would
seem more appropriate to write in &
more comradely manner puinting oul
what, in your opi
oversight on my part, Such a construc-
tive approach would help to build a
united fightback.

Leaping to conelusions about sec
tarian motives asoutlined in your final
paragraph, seems to me to provide a
classic example of what you refer to
there. If | am mistakenin your intent
apologise in advance.

on, seemed to be an
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ASIO exvosed

ROOTED IN SECRECY

The Clandestine Element in
Australian Polities

By Joan Coxsedge, Ken Coldicutt
and Gerry Harant

Published by the Campaign for
Abolition of Political
Police (CAAPI 512,95

Within unly two weeks of Parlia-
ment being reconvened, a scandal has
Ieen manufactured et again by ASIO
o protect the interests of this vast,

astetul enterprise.

s ¥ recommend o Mr.
ke that he reads this book Rogted
" Soorec, Perhaps then he might
realise  that Securily organisations
eNist o pull the rug from under the

By Coral Channells
Member of Preston Vie) branch and
the Amalgamated Metal Fuundry and
Shipwrights” Union
: Mmovement and Labor
Governments, no matter how ac-
commudating their leaders may be, [t's
alesson that the labour mo vem enthag
learng (through  bitter experience)
|:1 v umes before. And just some of
these experiences i
i o ces are documented jn

The first chapter deals with he

1 L th

manipulation of he Parliam::rlar;
frocess, the Menzies era, ASIO
wwaking of information and the Petrow
Affair kept Labor gyt of office for the
t "W["rst: It then Summarises the
vable information on th,
kitinst Whitlam in Nuvemhe: ll)!;)?l‘l‘ip
hr:p:hhj.rhlm.g n particular the links ni.‘
‘t\ :;u ; l_w;llh Khemlani; Kerr's close

X G < kB
Luatact with ASI0 and the intelligen e

ed with half million dollg,
Si ollars frqm the
o M‘P}z;n;:ent on the pretext it wag
‘here is an amazin {
| X I ¥ transcript
Private with Aﬁd:t{:

he entire scenarig of Whi

lon, ° : itlam’,

d;;nlllmual 18 mapped oyt exactly as ilt'
appen, hut twg months beforp the

i i %

o m:rgmt them in the last wepks
You can be forgiven if i

WEre najve enuugﬁn :oygil:ir:klketg:l:

Australia hag only the gne i
Urganisation, ASIQ, There a::f::lrg

Livities of the Various [
Australin is included ty i

; o fi ‘
the detail of the survui!]aﬂ!:::az:';:r:i

cultura] apg husinegs g,

defending victims of political persecution and
countries of and the Pacific, regardless of

beliefs, affiliations or associations, and to

Bver assistance is possible for their families

8@ such actions as may be possible within
put pressure on reactionary Asian and Pacific
0 stop restrictions on the rights of free spe
geiation, to respect the role of law in al
meliorate the harsh conditions unde
oners are held, and to work for their amnesty and

im and arouse public opinion in Australia on the
plicies pursued by military, authoritarian and
itutional regimes in Asia and the Pacific whic !‘.
elementary civil and political liberties, a all
6 any complicity of the Australian Government
in and secret agencies in aiding such vi
rights

ations in Asia and the Pacific

J-operate with
imilar purposes

countries which have
ARPA! Become a sponsor

iESE the aims of the Committee Against !Sw',w- ssion
ic and Asia. My name may be used publicly to
the aims of CARPA

sponsorship fee (unemployed, pensioners,
; regular—35)

t_?xplhsed_ as well as the corruption of
Journalists who have become part of

others, not go publie: ASIS
_ c: i, the the inf i ‘ollecti
e e A
10, Juint Intelligence Dl‘uamlatl::; The"'"“‘ma"yntm-rmpnm!uwr e eahon

N. fﬁmquahnnnlm i + Inberest, one of course be * Anan
g s 1 0 being the Anan
Br ments;:  da Marga frame-up of the Hilon

‘ J o (717, Haymarket, 2000, Australia,
Security (. bombing; (Sec the article p. 24 PO Box K717, Haymar

RPA

tions of

.. donation towards the work of CARPA ;

these securi
wiﬂ:crl:-leg The book Covers a far wider range
u“’".”’“‘ basic theme of clandestine
SECunily organisations, [t puts these in
the general framework that while we
SNEL8 BOCiety where a small elit
SREICISE power over the vast majorily
BEEIRRECTot npencies are ino. itable
PAICE N0 Sdemocratic” Government
£an atford to admit, least of all in its

SPECIAL OFFER:
‘ROOTED IN SECRECY’

Selling in bookshops lor $12 95, th
Uil and Gerry Harant is now availab:
I this special order form Exira cops
reduced o $10 00

N interesting chapte

TRanisations in

Australis shows j L
5 OWS just how ingidj, AWS, that its purpose is to protect th Wish Lo order ____ copy
A'lus'mnonaa - Even th Aaml’!h" pawer and privilege of u small mi -,r.I 8 copy. plus $10 00 for each adc Eiptabahiiern
Imen’s Healgh Centre inels'.r; il ty. 4 yable 10 J. Coxsedge 1o 5
:;::fumnlghnd i ﬂm!p! a hand-gyg !:va: the buok is an invaluable tool and ji (810 posiage
'I‘HI:' ::Nlud by € A money. t store of information you will find n:
rascinu‘u.,ap"," on Special Bragp, is e T e highly fiAME
ha w"' wonder the Bithors - ommended for political activists or B bHESS
‘ﬁ!trihum'“%' finding & prip e and proone remotely connected with the
s One bogip, Prade Union moveme, s AP
9% many g, 5 wonder vement or the ALl i
!:)“l::nﬂs of People hyyp 4
SOME unknoywn ropq e [ EEPMOtion for
.‘!f_:'“"nﬁuknaj'.ﬁgn w“.b:}g;k:;:mtrmka Rooted in  Secrecy s POSTCODE _ e
munist” bﬁ_Dkuhup_ FAr A available from Joan Coxsedge, H1
dge 81 Inang Sires!, Foatscray, Viclona; 3011

Inving St. Footscray 3011 (For further ..

The omplicity of g media s g)g,

nformation gee the ad. on page 27)

The peoples of
Central America
and the
Caribbean need
your support

Solidarity with Centrs

e Caribbean.

Aims of CISCAC

Australian pe

an understanding among the |
the struggles of the peoples: |

of Central America and the Caribbean against. |,

and to

rEss10n

exploitation and r
solidarity with these struggles.

l'o oppose all imperialist intervention in
Central America and the Caribbean and to |

build §

champion the right of self determination for the

peoples of the region

To support the revolutionary governments

of Cuba ar

the gains already made by the popular victories

in these countries

If youwant to be active in this campaign,

ataet the addresses below.

just

ADELAIDE: PO Box 428, Unley 5061
') Box 141, Ashgrove 4060

: Central America So
PO Box 606, Dickson
Sandy Bay T005.

HOBART: PO Box 532

NEWCASTI
PARRAMATT
PERTH: PO Box 118, Victoria Park 6100,

ity Group,

.BOURNE: GPO Box 5421CC, Melbourne 3001
PO Box 253, Newcastle 230
A: PO Box A431, Sydney South 2000,

SYDNEY: PO Box A431, Sydney South 20K}

WOLLONGONG; PO Box 197

6, Wollongong 2500.

and Grenada and todefend |

Labor Militant, June
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western australia

Anzus in
action —
WA leads
the nation

During the Yom Kippur war in the
Middle East in 1974 Richard Nixon
placed the North-West Cape com-
munications base on nuclear alert.
Fortunately it was not required for
nuclear war on that occasion. But it
did play the role of beaming
navigational information to Israeli
aircraft fighting the Egyptians.

That i just one example of how
Australia plays a role not only in the
American nuclear war drive but in its
conventional war making as well.

By Barry Healy

Member of Wanneroo (WA) branch
and the Amalgamated Metal Foundry
and Shipwrights' Union

-

- :
US nuctear fleet weleomed by WA bosses.

Ocean. From there the RDF is central-
ly located for striking at freedom
fighters located from Southern Africa
%r_ﬂngh the Middle East to South-East

Bla.

The RDF is designed to deliver
Lul:til:lt_ill nuclear armed forces to any
“tr

Western Australia has the distinc-
tion of leading the nation in this
involvement. Perth, and other WA
ports, are major recreation centres for
flotillas of the US Navy.

Approximately every six to eight
weeks major visits by nuclear powered
and armed warships occur and
swarms of sailors and marines jam the
streets and flood the cash registers.
Their presence has become so com-
monplace that they don't stir any
publicity anymore. So most people in
Perth are unaware of exactly what
their role is.

Cockburn Sound receives so many
attack submarines that it is a de-facto
submarine base. The aircraft carriers,
their auxilliaries and the submarines
which visit are part of the US Indian
Ocean fleet and form the platform for
the Rapid Deployment Force in this
region.

The RDF is the centre of US military
strategy for containing social change
in Third World nations where America
has vital interests. Diego Garcia is the

28 main bage for this force in the Indian

ts" at short notice. Its
existence is the link between US
conventional and nuclear strategy.

The intervention of the RDF could
easily lead directly from a localised
conventional conflict to full scale
nuclear warfare.

All these visits have been very
quietly escalated over the years so that
no public questioning of their presence
has built up. That placid acceptance
suits the business community just fine.
A visit by a major flotilla is worth at
least $2 million in the pockets of Perth
businesses,

But a breach can now be seen
appearing in this carefully
manipulated public aceeptance.

15,000 people marched in Perth in
the: March 27  anti-war
demonstrations. While the
organisers of the rally deliberately
lvmd.e_d }-ni_sipg the question of the
warships' visits it was quite obvious
from the placards and banners among
the crowd that the basis exists for a
mass movement against the ships.

Itisalsoquiteclear that the majority
of ALP rank and file in WA oppose the

visits. As was reported in Labor
Militant No 6 in 1982 the State Con-
ference last year adopted a position
opposed to the ships

The resolution was quite mild in its

wording and did not bind the
leadership to any action. But it still
drew a very heated response from
Federal Parliamentarian John
Dawkins, who is a member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee. State
Secretary Michael Beehan joined with
Dawkins in fighting against adopting
the resolution.

Australia's two major ports, Sydney

et |

m
=
m
"
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and Melbourne, are also the centres of &'

Australia’s anti-nuclear movement
The strength of that movement has
forced the Party Leaderships in those
states to take stands opposed to visits
by US warships.

The Socialist Caucus of the WA
Branch at its April meeting discussed
ways of drawing the ALP into the
anti-war movement here. While no
concrete strategy developed there it 1s
clear that the question of the ships will
not be kept off the agenda for long

A strong anti-war movement
already exists even though the Party
has failed to give a decisive lead. With
the added strength of a clear anti-
warships position from the ALP _the
movement could gain overwhelming
strength,
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