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Labor Militant is published by
socialists in the Labor Party. We
have been producing this inter-
nal publication since June 1_981,
and in that time have built it up
as the only left internal publica-
tion with a national scope and
distribution.

We published 4 issues in 1981
and 6 in 1982, We now plan to
publish monthly. To accompany
this step up in production Labor
Militant has changed its format
from a newspaper to a magazine.
We think this change makes
Labor Militant more attractive,
more convenient, and easier to

read.

Labor  Militant promotes
socialist policies for the Labor
Party. Each issue carries news
and analysis from a socialist
viewnoint of events and issues of
particular interest o Party
members. We have devoted a lot
of space to discussing the Prices
and Incomes Policy over the past
year. In our view the Accord
signed with the ACTU |agt
'eh_ruary is no different to the
social contract that proved so
disastrous for British workers
under Labour Governments in
the 1970s,

Labor Militant looks at the
nature of the capitalist economic
enisis and the socialigt measures
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bor Militant in your

terests. This Eap is
the important (. bate
sion within the Party,
and at Conference We
develop a broad

needed to confront a crisis of this

process
depth. This crisis is not caused by We helieve that the |, "
wage rises and wage cuts willnot  and open debate withi,
help resolve the erisis in the  and affiliated unjop,

interests of the working class poli

We also devote a lot of attention
to the threat of war and the wars
that are already going on. From
Central America to the Middle
East, the United States and its But the current strycty,
allics are determined to block the Party and new undem,,
progressive movements in order  yrules and practices preyey
to protect their cconomic in- So  we SUpport moves
terests. This drive to war by democratise these structy
Ronald Reagan increases the particular, « to mak,
danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s participation as part
of the war machine must
cease.

We also insist that Progressive
policies must be advanced by
Labor on the liberation struggle
in El Salvador, on Solidarity’'s
fight for socialist democracy in
Poland, on the Israeli aggression
n the Middle East and the rights
of the Palestinian people, on the
Indonesian occupation of East
Timor and on the need to make
reparations to Vietnam,

Labor is in Government in four

and practice i ;
to develop positions ung a
that can represent wor
ple from whom Laboy
strength,

ficers truly accountah
ranks, unions and br:
If you agree with these
encourage you to help i
and distribute Labor M,
You can get each issue ser
mail at a cost.of $5 for 10 iss
WE can also make arrangen
to have a bundle of
mailed or delivered
branch or for you to sell. '
are high costs involved i
production of a publicatior
Labor Militant so any fina
contribution will help to «
its continued regular appeara
For  subscriptions or
further information please fi
the clip-off below or write 1
oF the addresses below
Thank you for your suppor
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editorial

ng,wwm‘mm’-
od intentions towards Party palicy
were shattered by his June 29 e
o oy By LTS

' am| , any
‘waverings about where Hawke lines
3md"dmmlewmdﬂnulish-

at the same time.

In his first major speech since his
return from abroad he committed the
Government to economic and foreign
policies based on ‘“realism and
relevance” rather than the “pursuit of
doctrine”. He went on to stress the
need for Labor to ensure its program of
reform was neither “disruptive nor
counter productive”.

This speech is just a more extensive
rerun of what he'd already stated
overseas. Party policy is “doctrine”,
-ﬂe_w?n’t be bound by “ideclogical
purity”. "Realism is just another word
for lack of hypocrisy and humbug”.

But the real question is:- Labor's
program of reforms are disruptive and
mT;:m productive to whom?

£ Answer is =
m%:“a‘ L crystal clear—to the

¢ Hawke Government is not just
ﬂnmmg_?arty policy, the po].iciutlhzy
are aclively pursuing are virtually
indistinguishable from those of the
Fraser Government, In fact nearly
t}rmmsﬂngt Hawke made in the
el 1;!;&?‘ Australia up

ag; s
c ons—]| i
pu_}]}?‘ ﬂMJemnﬂmk puli:ijct:m R
o 1s was 8o blatant in the US that
waamm even asked Hawke how it
idmm:lablhnf% h;mmh'avuuch close
vagvz Ekﬁ_nﬂ;::f with a conser-
lawke isn't defens
anti-working  clags wepo’;ihc‘i:; maﬁe
mmauzs Ihem.in the same terms n:
majs:r:;fln:fmg_ to the needs of the
e k:,:ﬂ ofu“mt_crp;ﬁnng the
awke has set out his posig;
foreign t;:o“:._n:y. Il']l all the w];;mulrli:‘: lﬂ;
et m_g:]\ﬁ;:'o&‘uy 15 to be “indepen-
position as
policy on Centra]

ASEAN needs to be bui
donesia 18 central to tl};il;ma:piﬁln-
Ti::gr poliey is out. : A

EAN needs tokbe built up, Viet.

’ raw its sy,
eng Samrin in Kam R
Kampuches mugt m_haﬁﬁgﬁ'eﬁacﬁ"ﬁ

same thing happens with
can policy and the mm(;?n

.Bfnwkz refuxing to be bound by

of withdrawal of Australian
wal troops
mmuté)g Sinai. They are sacrificed to
mgium;.lmpmalmt war drive in those
On the economic fron ¥
) t there's the
same emphasis. While Hawke con-
:hmmss thetorically about the twin
t aual_. to fight unemployment and
Iancﬁ:lrlzm simultaneously, Government
i on unemployment is hard to
Election promises intai
. Blect g to maintai; =
l!\‘.mﬂw E jobs in the stee] industry mr:;l:::]
i L:y when BHP's next round of Jjob
£ ::;n:l \i:jpi;‘GM-H’a announced 400H)
BEK:R?- t provoke any flurry of
far as job creati
5,“" E;gatest publicity
pr:pol ;:ml: _Proposal for youth—p
G sal which 15 economically y
s trl!: anq politically SUSpect, Wh“i
mm;_tﬁlﬂb:;t:mtu be_-_l'urlzed lnhgr
"illni)mvu the mor;ll:ial;lr[;l'e’g enop fo
ﬁn real terms th ’
ghting inflation first using Frager's

0N 18 concerned
has been around

palm;;& ':.;hxm's no capital gains tax or
wwccnl:mcti Z e Mini-budget was

onary, aimed at reducj
we]f?re bill and putting an als't:i:lir:.ig i
oad predominantly S

hat oAby Ve made it clear
[ ncreaged

::ml.amue they will impose gy sl

m\lrlere cutbacks and y R

“ideological purity ",

Meanwhile the Arbitratior
sion knocked back claims

workers and has reneged o
workers' agreement

he response in the Party ha
clear and strong on g
foreign policy but weak o

faction—the Socialist Le
as begn very timid here
been eriticisms ahout the ner
8 more expansionary econ
proach, criticisms of the Mini-Bue
ete But there is a failure to realis
the Accord is the lynchp {

Until this is clearly recognise
fight for even a defensive work
clas'ls _&conomic policy, let alor
socialist economic program, can 't ;

hil"am who advocate the

d Pproach to a fight back s
o0med to failure. That there o
C Hn[ve.demnnds (little bits) cor

€ way it 18 being implemente

¥ those who see Hayden as 2
eactionary” than Hawk:
advocate supporting him

1 to rise, i
And then there's 1} i

Bt against inflati im0 the

m::ugl]:' t::e Prices apn e

Which has proyed y,

tf:-)e:::i There hasg bee:r{:“%cm:iﬁﬂ

i n T:uge since the Mare), 19222

* *he trade uniong haye been

‘es to reality. Hayden is
:.lantm] part of the rightward move
went of the Parliamentary Party. He
A8 one of the architects of the Accord
mes the foreign policy attack
ok ecause there are illusions in him
18 able to play the role of chief

! Eist &_.r IParlmmentary policy
etrayals within the Party itself

Hawke backs Reagan’s
"

Statement by the National Secretariat
of the Committees in Solidarity with
Central America and the Caribbean
(CISCAC). (See ad page 31}

Prime Minister Bob Hawke has used

his trip to Washington to put the
Australian Labor Government firmly
in support of US war policies in
Central America.

His comments in Washington de
mand a quick and firm response from
all those who are opposed to US
intervention in the region_

Hawke asked the Reagan Ad
ministration to “balance its legitimate
security concerns about developments
in the area of Central America with a
real concern for the human rights of
people involved.”

“I beli

y will make that
balance,” he affirmed
Hawke's stance 1s expecially alar-
ming, coming as it did less than two
! T

journal Latin America Wee
headlined its June 3 issue “Hard right
wins control of US policy in Central
America.”

The Prime Minister's statements are
more than just a whitewash for the US
spunsored war now raging in Central
America, especially in Nicaragua and
El Salvador.

Hawke has made an explicit attack
on the most progressive and humane
forces in the Central American region

To establish clearly t he not
referring to the human rights of the
hundreds of civilians killed each week
by the Salvadoran mihtary, or the
rights of the overwhelming majority of
the Nicaraguan people to defend their
revolution against Reagan's
Somocista terrorists, Hawke
gratuitously offered the warnming:
“Pon't let’s fall into the trap that we
often do of thinking there is only a
violation of human rights in one part
of the region.”

Hawke, of course, was making a
backhand reference to Nicaragua.

According to the June 17 Australian,
“Mr Hawke said he was disturbed by
commentators’ predisposition to focus
only on right-wing oppression and to
excuse leftist depredations. He lumped
Sandinistas in with Somoza followers
as equally repulsive.”

To embelhsh his claims, Hawke
adopted Reagan's own rhetoric holus-
bolus. Developments in the region, he
said, “threaten the intrusion of alien
philosophies and communist-
dominated regimes."”

But the problem in Central America
i8 not “alien philosophies.”" The

US trained counter-revolutionaries harrass Nicaragua from Honduras.

‘problem” is that the people of Central
Ameri have rebelled against the
poverty and degradation forced on
them by brutal US-backed military
dictatorships

That was the character of the
Somoza Regimein Nicaragua that was
overthrown in 1979 by a popular
movement led by the Sandinista
National Liberation Front. It is the
character of the Salvadoran Junta
today.

Moreover, it is the most popular and
beneficial social programs of the
Sandinista Government that are now
under attack by the US-backed
counter-revolutionary forces operating
from Honduras and Costa Rica.

For example, among the civilians
killed by anti-Sandinista forces in
Nicaragua last year were a8
technicians including many
agricultural specialists, 34 teachers, 23
engineers, architects and other
professionals, and two doctors.

These are the people who are work-
ing to bring education, technical skills
and medical care to the Nicaraguan
countryside—hardly an attempt by the

Sandinistas to deny “human rights"!

It is the US-backed terrorists com-
mitting the murders who are denying
human rights in Nicaragua today

Hawke claimed in the United States
that he was not speaking simply on
behalf of the Labor Party but on behalf
of all the Australian people.

But how can he claim that the
Australian people support US poliey in
Central America when even the
American people themselves do not
support 1, 45 NUMETous recent surveys
demonstrate?

The truth is that Hawke speaks
neither for the Australian people nor
for the whole of the Labor Party. To
say what he did in Washington,
Hawke had to completely overturn
ALP policy on Central America!

If Hawke had gone to the US as a
loyal representative of the ALP, he
would have been campaigning for
peace, not trying to cover for the
warmakers.

Federal ALP Conference policy
adopted in 1982 “reaffirms that the
people in each of the countries of the
Continued page 6
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imond Report

Brereton ook it
tally ill and  Minister. FHE a8 Hoal
.lmsﬁnmlly These cuts have taken the fyrmy
ealth  evermore  restrictive Staff fro

t%:iuwed a
for public
recom

(such that staffing |eyels in t
services have been reduced by )
centh, and moves Teorganise I‘”
administration of these . Th)
reorganisation will shif emp|
out of the Public Seryvic

nto

Ruund Tiwo: Similarly with the .,
called “redistribution ™ Lhaspital beds
Irom the inner-city of Sydney the
outer western suburhs
Wollongong area: Despite cor
reassurances from Brereton that al-
solutely no cuts to services w
place, so far 549 beds have b
but enly 250 new beds opened’

The combination of this record of
cuts, and the grossly inadequate fun
ding allocations allowed in the Rich
mond Report for the progran
institutionalisation, can’'t h
lead even the most hopeful
conclusion that the NSW Gov

about to embark on round
cuts in health services in NSW
~_If Richmond were at all
it his “values and principl
mmendations on the res:
to establish adequate
Mental Health Servic
te for the closing of
Wcléiiatric beds, would
eased 500 per cent.
Richmond's own reckoning

ity mental health service (o
on of 250,000 would requir
People, costing $820,000 per
including operating costs
59.61) Richmond allows
A of $3.8 million per annum
Years for the establishment of
5. However, $3.8 mill
cover the cost of four-and-»
of 28 people per year. This
ovide services for a populs
out 1.1 million, (Population of
on June 30, 1981 was 5,231

sed

YOU

tlon, sxisting community health ser-
viees, to which the de-institutionalised
‘mentally ill and developmentally dis-
- abled would look, are seriously run
and in many areas have been
ced to close. A restoration of full
ding to these services i1s also

tial if Richmond's ideas of com-

nity based care are implemented.

A similar gross underestimation of
funds required to adequately de-
~ institutionalise services, Emerghea with

the allocations made available for
‘services to the developmentally dis-
ibled; $1.5 million for community
‘support services for the whole state;
and $2 million for community residen-

s, of course, would barely I
quate to service the western sub
of Sydney, not to mention th
Vollongong and Neweastle districts
1 owl?dgeddby Richmond himsel!
grossly under-resourced— the
restof the state &
e minimum alloeation of funds
required to establish an adequate
Bummun:lyMentananlths" ice for
NSW would be at least $19 m lion per
~annum indexed for inflation A

W Health workers fight to retain their jobs and<ecent services.

UPPOR
NURSES

MAY

nial units. | i

Even if one accepts Richmond's
ridiculous underestimation of the costs
of running a community residential
unit, ($100,000 per annum for average
of 5.1 servicing five to six residents—
Part 2, p 73), his allocation of §2
million would only provide places for
100 to 120 people. Yet Richmnr_ld
proposes closing 1301 existing beds in
institutions for the developmentally
disabled by 1986. (Part 2, Recommen-
dation 31, p 8)

Furthermore, Richmond allows no
additional funds for the initial
purchase of these community based
homes, but proposes that they be taken

from existing Housing Commission
stock. This places an even greater
strain on the already overstretched
supply of public housing in NSW. In
many large regional centres in the
state there is simply no Housing
Commission stock available at all

The most outrageous propositions
put forward by Richmond, and :
certain to be endorsed hy Br n, is
to  shift 9000 workers currently
employed in psychiatric  hospitals
under the Public Service Act to the
employ of Hospital Boards or newly
established Area Boards under the
Hospital Employees Award.

This will result in a considerable
reduction in both wages and con-
ditions — an increase from a 35-to 40-
hour week, less generous sick leave
and recreation leave provisions, and
loss of substantial superannuation
entitlements.

Brereton has already laid the ground
for a similar move with existing
Community Health staff with the
passage of Schedule 3 of the Health
Administration Act late last year.

Such attempts to undermine basic
hard-won working conditions in an
already relatively poorly paid sector of
the workforce (mainly nurses) by a
Labor Government, is an indieation of
Just how far this Government has
strayed from defending the interests of
working people

Moves also to abolish the category of
“Mental Retardation Nurse” and sub-
stitute the new category “Residential
Care Assistant” with lower training
and wages, agains gives the le to
Richmond's talk of increasing quality
of care.

One of the most sinister, but
nevertheless blatant, aspects of the
report is its push for further privatisa-
tion of psychiatric services, Richmond
recommends more use of private psy-
chiatrists, subsidies to private hoar-
ding houses, and more extensive use of
private psychiatric hospitals and
private nursing homes — the latter
particularly for elderly patients

One hardly needs to remind Labor
Militant readers of the reputation of
some of these instituions. All such
moves to force the most helpless
members of our society into the greedy
hands of the profiteers who run these
private hospitals, nursing homes, and
boarding houses, should be vehement-
ly opposed.

The conelusion is thus un-
unavoidable. Here is a report which, by
the endorsement of the Health
Minister and NSW Government, will
constitute a major attack on industrial
rights and public health services, One
can only endorse the comments of
Bronwyn Ridgeway, Assistant
General Secretary of the NSW Nurses
Association:

“The Australian Labor Party has
always prided itself in the defence of
industrial rights and social reform.
The Richmond Report attacks both.™

Luabor Militani, July 19831
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Nationalisation—the way forway:

The term “mu'oml.isaliuu”ispegin-
ning to gain some currency again, It's
being taken down from the dusty shelf
lahelled *‘Basic Principles and Objec-
tives and spruced up l‘omaminufgnn‘

Before BHP started sacking
thousands of steelworkers and coal
miners and hefore General Motors-
Holden threatened to shed another
4000 jobs, “nationalisation” was seen
as one of the cherished demands to be

By Debra Stewart

Member of Annandale (NSW)
branch and the Australian
Railways Union

vet Canberra hasn't taken up the
stion.

%ﬁe apparent easing of job losses at
BHF has not however made the
question any less important. Un-
employment stands officially at 10.3
per cent, and shows no signs of

abating.

Sa it is extremely timely to examine
nationalisation in all its aspects to
clarify just what exactly is involved
and why it is such an important part of
the solution to unemployment,

The first thing to establish is that
nationalisation is legal and possible
under the existing Australian Con-

fought for as a “matter of conscience
and principle” by the Party left.
ck in 1974 when Labor Minister
Kep Enderby was asked if he would
nationalise Leyland in Australia to
save jubs he replied with a terse “no,”
But times have changed and the
massive jobshedding by BHP has
rought the question of nationalisa.
ton to the fore again, even in some
unexpected quarters.
Inaneditorial on March 23, 1983, the
hMelbonme Aggsuggeutegl Il'{m.itmighl.

. The power resides with the
States not the Federal Government
according to the Privy Council ruling
in the late 1940s on Chifley’s bank
nationalisation attempt.

Sepnndlfy and inlvariahly, any dis-
cussion of nationalisation becomes
del&aute m::gutd the experience u?"
nation; industry in Britain si
Wg:rld Woctr try in Britain since
. Sotialists often hear the objection;

look what happened to British Stec
or more bluntly “it won' work, its
ulgpnan'.lnnk at Britain." ;

e v, if not d
Federal Gov, e el

es  nationalisation even

Blg?‘s ailing steel sector.

aving toyed with the idea thoy, h,
the Age editors then dropped itgir;
favour of further protection,

en BHP propased on April 22

retrench 641 miners, thepFederta?
Secretary of the Miners' Federation
}.!am- Swan, sugpested that the new
Federal Labor Gavernment should
nationalise the coal industry. But as

b the explanatio iti
capitalism’s malaige! e
ut a closer examination of the
experience in Britain shows why
nationalisation didn't “work" there,
End as well, it reveals how it could
ave. The real question is not whether

i

10 nationalise hut hogw to do it.

In 1945 the Atlee Lak

; our Govern-
ment was swy »
ot radiunlem nto office on the basis

Let Us Face the Future

Manifesto. Laboyr Promised
& “Socialist Commonwealty S

Britain.” e

In the words of th,
Labour intended to break fr,
pmfjtncrmg Interests and th,
ed rich,” the “Czars of Big m‘
who had “controlled the by, k
mines, the big industries, larg:
press and the cinema.” i

The “profiteers and racket,
hs!d brought about “great
blizzards” and mass Poverty

The Manifesto specifical |y
mitted Labour to nationalisir,
Bank of England, the fue] and
industries, inland transport
and steel.

The Atlee Government wa
as its word. By the end of i
1951, more than 20 per ¢
BConomy was in the hands of

The Bank of England wi
1946, to be followed by electrici
transport (including the entire Lond.,
transport system).

. Iron and steel were the last mojo
industry to be nationalised in the fa
of intense opposition from the ste:
masters and Tory politicians alike

. Labour’s program for nation;
flon was only part of a bro
Proposal to bring the remaini
Private sector under the “construct v
SUpervision of the state.” labour
Proposed using war-time regulati
to introduce a degree of planning in
the economy in order to prevent
abuse of monopoly power
Buarantee full employment.

At the centre of the planning
mechanism was the Labour (abir
and Cabinet Sub-Committees. In 1
a Centrair Economic Planning Staf
Was dppointed. Labour established
Capital Issues Committee to cont:
the flow of capital investment

and in hand with these measur

WENt & vast expansion of the welfar
state, covering  socinl insurance
health, education and housing.
2 In 1945 Labour had boldly declared

We are the masters now’: and un
doubtedly Evelyn Waugh was not
alone in thinking that under Atlee “the

Ngdom seemed to be under enemy
%?'Cupnugn. But Waugh was wrong

® capitalist “castle” was secureid
even 11' occasionally the Labour “ser-
vants" had trodden on a few toes
_ None of Atlee's measures conflicted
N any fundamental way with the
needs of the British ruling class. In his
i[.ah:(‘apimlism(NI,B, 1975, pp. 484-5
B553-5) Erngst Mandel points out that
the extension of the activities of the
capitalist state is a means of o

ver-

-
State-subsidised British capitalists roughing it.

problem of over-
accumulation of monopoly.
Nationalisation is one means of
alleviating this crisis.

Nationalisation by the state of
certain sectors of the economy can bea
means of increasing the profits of
other sectors.

In particular, the state picks up the
tab for the least profitable basic
sectors of the economy, effectively
subsidising the capitalist class, which
is left free to plough more bountiful
fields.

The state thus provides cheaper
power or raw materials such as steel,
reducing production costs for the more
profitable areas of heavy f{inished
gouds, such as machinery, electrical
and transport equipment.

It 15 important to note that British
Labour was not alone in carrying out
such measures after World War 1.
European capitalism faced many of
the same problems.

Thus ecoal and electricity were
natiwonalised in France, ol and ele

coming the

Lri n Italy. oil, iron mines and
electricity in Austria and coual in the
Netherlands

British Labour's Manifesto  ad

mitted that the industries it was tuking
over were those that were “inefficient
and falling down on the job” and as
such  were ‘“overripe” for public
ownership.

Labour thus left enormous amounts
of “healthy™ capital unte ed. In the
strategic arena of finance, only the
Bunk of England was nationalised,
Insurance remained untouched
ionalisation in Britain

(-8
o
=
w
=

enabled the “e
propriated” capitalists to expand into
other more profitable fields. For exam-
ple £164 million was paid for a badly
run-down coal industry

The other element of the state acting
as the guarantor of monopoly profitsis
the process of reprivatising nationalis
ed industries once the state has met the
burden of rationalising and moder
nising them and so bringing them up
to seratch.

Margaret Thatcher is now proposing

selling the profitable chunks of
nationalised industry i
and Leyland to private ¢

:ss of privatisation
s nothing new. In 1
osed  having
ad constructional engineer
ing sectors of Hritish Steel to private

capital.

In the end the Government backed
down, reverting natiwnahsed steel 10
its previous role of providing cheap
raw malterials for private industry
The Tories limited themselves at that
time to selling it a travel firm and a
brickworks

So it's not just what 1s nationalised

and how it's taken over, but the way

the industry is run as well

One of the most striking f
Labour's natienalisation
it left the old ruling cl
even in the nationali

In 1956, of the total of 272
the boards of British nati
industries, 106 were oceupied by direc
tors of private firms. Of these 49 were
directors of private insurance com
panies, while another 31 were bank
directors

The most glaring example of chang
ing the names but not the faces, was
the case of the National Coal Board

I'he NCB head, Lord Lyndley
on the hoard of Britain's larges
colliery company, as well as a number
of other companies.

On the NCB there were two trade

wis

union leaders, but these were sul-
numbered by five directors from
collieries, banks, ways and in

Surance companies

Ihis pattern of retaining the old
personnel—on extremely high
salaries, giving them a further link
with the capitalist cls

S—Wus even

repeated at the level of colliery
rs

a similar vein, the very state

machinery which was to “plan” the

towards sociulism

the capitalist eluss

Ihe Chiet Planning Officer from

Continued page 10
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-
ier Brian Burke took off hus suit The b
P]:::r:t the Trades and Labor Council ai t ‘ l( :ks egln

Nationalisation

mmmﬂ oo uﬂurcnmp-“ oy s 14, metaphorically rolled up
o s Committee, oo ;1";‘:‘]’::\'25 Iand told the d_EIegales the
mmﬁlﬂlﬂ i:“m‘imm . Biiter truth about Government e,
sisted :f'l!'?:l hlmlw!a nhﬂ:z'nr:l finances. : ) - |
" Pointing to the economic mess left

Ministry of Supply
the Iron and Steel Federation.

Despite the occasional outery,
nationalisation of this kind never

really threatened the capitalist class.
Indeed, if anything it reinforced the
economic and governmental power of

—

the Liberals he told us that Govern-
ment charges would be steeply raised

ip cover an estimated $274 million

Budget shortfall.

By Barry Healy
Member of Wannerao (WA) branch
and the Amalgamated Metal Foundry

the British ruling class. s . o Itide e
thﬂmifv“ﬂ_“ﬂ by its absence in any of Sl e ety and Shipwrights' Union i |
s provess is the working class. Atlee There would certainly be no lavish A | |

deliberately excluded workers from
any involvement in nationalisati

::larigs that risked creating a privileg-

whatsoever,
Advocates of workers’ control lost
out under Herbert Morri f
Nt_arl;i'malisatiun Bill, i
'here were trade union represen-
tatives on the nationalised industries’
Il:]a;g;,g but :hey were there as
TS Mo ' represe;
ta;.ivu. ot workers' n-
ndeed, the Nationalisation Acts
:ﬁe::ﬁ:ll]]’[ excluded the trade unions
ching i
p'rlemgltim. on  managerial
nstead, experts were appointed b
nlhﬂ: ?uut\;:;“wmmem wl;]n were msyonsibf:
kers, but to the Minj
In addition the aa!u!mms'ﬂv

strative elite. Nor would
compensation be more than was ab-
sb]uhlyneo_essary. ifit was paid atall.
Mm:ewe;, it would be essential to
nationalise far more than just the
lame-duck sectors of industry.

In the case of BHP, it would not he
sufficient for Labor to nationalise
merely steel. Its more lucrative in-
vestments, minerals and Energy,
would also have to be nationalised,

In order to tackle the problem of
gnzl_nplo)_-mem, which is a major
justification for nationalisati in the

countries.

Even under British r
have been examples of what
there i1s when workers' ski
Energies are harnessed democrat
1o serve the needs of society
those of profits

Lucas Aerospace is one such ex
ple. It was formed in the late
from a number of company tak
It produced high-technolog
ment for projects like Concorde
1970s workers at Lucas d
that the company prog
Trationalisation scheme that th
ed th

first place, nationalisation i
of a -
rd:;lry_wm:_!d have to be coupled wr:t}l\“ a
uction in working time, with no

ds of jobs. These
had already been engaged in sit-in-
prevent the transfer of work. Now (

He said that since the Government
has been in office it has not been able
to get aceurate information from the
Public Service on the old Liberal
spending programs. 1t also has not
had time to implement any of Labor’s
spending programs

So he said his intention is to ensure
that the current programs are respon-
sibly funded until they can be properly
reviewed. In short, the Burke Govern-
ment is slugging workers to “respon-
sibly” carry out the Liberals’ program.

And slugged we have been: electrici-
ty is up 15 per cent, fixed rates for
water is up almost 8 per cent, hospital
chlarges are up between 11%: per cent

~ and 19 per cent and that is just the

Brian Burke exponent of the art of sweetly administering bitter pills.

How Burke governs

Brian Burke's appearance at the
West Australian Trades and Labor

Railway service 1s to get going again
and moves to protect the Shannon

technocrats _received |in"f§55ﬂ'§: ’ﬁ“iglw- fm‘ifi':fd b"Pftheir resistance to | ey Council on June 14 o explain his River Busin as a national park e

airman of the Nati 0 this way nationalisati thing by forming a Combine Cor 1 sl 3 o ave b financial proposals not just before —underway. : 2 :

wap pobL ﬂ-;‘]‘:’nuljn(:ﬂa;::m et L] mml?:::l;ldmcxr]?ee e l - r.a}::r:i:n ::ﬁ:n Th??ﬁff 1'11:1:‘:1‘\-- \‘:Tl: 1;110':?&\:~‘f‘reppu%]id|\' announced but The notorious Section 548 of the

insured their loyalties and iﬂmﬁ;{\m) 0 with overall e l;nn This committee linked the highes B nior the rises will still hurt the vast  before they even went to Cabinet,isan  Police Act has been ra:dra[tpd thut not
e with the ruling clus. B Dngwovides fir the Prnductimp il \evel technologists to the workers o © majority indication of how intelligently he is quitein line with the Party policy) and
aNmm'kﬁ“n in Britain has not :,I::. t;h]j:t can be redirected bnl:kit.lm: thi]ﬂ'wp floor. i T make the rises more palatable  selling his policies inside the labour .1nln-d1prr||1\|;n=;tnm legislation is he

d 7 of : Public sector in thy : sing the sh tewards s P p ing prepared for women
class. It is not a the worki useful producti e form of sacially questionaire was Uspems ‘t(‘: I:l]‘| the ¢ Burke has initiated a “Government m‘;;&::";‘:{-ﬂr,. he appeared at the TLC But all is not rosy as far as women s

s, It is condemnation of
nationalisation per se bntiaanng?ﬁ::
::mptile unde::]i'ning the need to in-
m;:ﬁe working class itself in ey,
the process S

Any Guvernment which undertook

o tendin i

and public facilities —and e

l.ug mling‘mnre jobs. g
onalisation can't be vi

as some sort of abstract comee:l.l::;:

evaluated objectivel

workers asking for su f
ggestions 1
z;l_:::l:t:}‘anas Aerospace could make
i € existing machinery an
skills of the workers. ; 3
In & short time Lucas workers

sacrifie” program. This means pay
cuts for all politicians and to
servants. Those on 30,000 a v
lose 2 per cent of their salary. The cuts
increase up to 10 per cent for those on

certain union leaders had been invited
to private conferences and softened up
for the blow

consequence

As a no  Serious

murmurs of discontent emerged at the

policy is concerned

Burke has publicly ovpposed the
Party policy on abortion (free a burtion
on demand and no conscience vote for
politicians) so we had better not hold

this would hav, “neutral” ¥ by some () SH2.000 or more. ; B . And apart from
€ to tely on g e expert. Instead it has 1o urporate Plan proposed 150 products Whi ttacking the bureaucratic Burke has headed off any our breath on thatone. And apa )
governmental apparatus that phi valuated in the reality of how it igbg: 10 meet the needs of both Britain i‘m 1 “tall ;l:ppa:us‘l' is al’h:lrurllnew.l::lm: ase  resistance around wages. rumblings inside Labor Women the

sisted of 2
rl!legu:g gfm'ie‘:‘mﬁnlub’ elected

be applied in the_l.iving class context.

the underdeveloped countries

it 15 being used to obscure a major

In preparing the ground Burke was

leadership can't seriously be said ta be

th o L alADar i Tese includ i or s {. under pressure on abortion — yet
it i i L i peluded  equipment  for attack I ' living sts ds. assisted by two moderate union o thoEb o,
would illa:e !:u:tt.hf; capitalist class; d;.]‘:lllg :ﬁﬂet;; i it will he::ml: crippled children, a portable |ife Hurk:r:uvl‘(;‘m:r';l‘(!3'113[1‘;\‘(:?‘\1“3::'0:[1— ficials, Tom Butler and Jim MelGinty Inb:f:: lh[: ilf]lt \‘I;i:l'lf;{rllh[i“;dil‘l
OVErsaW economi the bodies that  vulved, part of the ooy " LENti0AS in: Rl oot SY8tem, energy-conservink ment is attempting to create a suitable ve been nppointed as advisers - LaborBarty Burkas Bel g A
both on the l.awlc(.afd:f'mn-mlki"g‘ the profits i é{'emeqh‘m‘!ﬂihhﬂmt uel cells, a combined electrical /petrol atmosphere for investment to flourish ~ within the Government. Both are Uuugus n;:-i‘ ooes lﬂt H:;n e
? terprise and of € nationalised fill the a| oF the capitalist class and engine for cars, a road-rail vehicle, and Sl B s recovery e ienced numbers gamesmen and  cam't add items to the ag nds
= asa whole i lanning tiny mi“@d}""‘!ﬂ]nwﬂngmﬂ'“uh A new kidney machine i H ‘:.'IT{:] Fikh l.m"fﬂ:‘[( r\u,l.i: i :..m help steer contentious issues presented by Cabinet. This e[lL’Ltibi \i a
z  The management of indivi Ifon l];l:]:ym'mh wa; :J;“}"-“ workers went out of their Ausl:ru‘i'i; nn: i(ur:lu:-\;‘ilmnt\ \l;h'si‘rnrtinp through in both the Party and TLC. p}'cl‘;'\-nlts back bench control of 2
T m‘fnm-mlﬂlﬂliniliﬂl;ndllzwdmi ) i lnliand It wngker cliberately draw ex perts, other GMH and BHP, big corporations will So the Hawke/Wran cOR- L"‘l‘}-‘xmf st months of the Burke
< besubject ta the elected can. o Lt 10 TS and the tradeunion move only invest if thei fits are ensured  sultation/concensus method of ad- e firs ) rke
£ workers b control of the ment into participating in and suppor- y invest if their profits are ensure [ st e el Jeadership have shown him to be very
g Eﬂ.lhhnl:u i ‘I.H:'e l“"l‘s g plan 9 hl);cl:‘lppamg e :-’!nl,.::]‘: ‘h.t"!:}. used t[c-.\:ﬁ\'nnlﬁg(- by the shrewd in \_undumng himself. But lhlll‘ ok
x l'mm ] Wnld?..;e t:hl:e pr:v‘::g bun:l:alz:c“ was not taken up by the 4 R'r:!u]ﬁ;nsliing to questions from TLC Burke Government. preas\treur' l"lhy “[‘T:l'?:;t;:::: R-:” 3
i e i Al ible 4 3 e 5 rovide the litmus tes =
E run 'l‘:&“ lea themtobe B 5 s towards socialj with their Drndlunrh B aciol: delegates Burke said that wagesin WA Bythin mulhod d.“.d b ?.he rxu}:q lphe Burke leadership defend those who =
and ut central to th, Ssocialism.  Pla, d ¢t range”. But the will remain frozen until August or 1mplementation of issues dear to the sy Govern
N i mm“-‘ elected  involvem, 1 ‘55 18 the direct n and the way it had been organis g ML, BN he Party, the Burke brought them to power as a Govern. o
ork i i ki iof ' ed demonstrated B September when the National Wage heart of ihe arty, ) ; e ioata the interests of 3
" ) tees of itgelf. ! oL that workers can st i . MBS adership after four months in ment that p
10 tal representatives, | it “Hicate and produce producta that B e WA l[i‘:‘n'p-r;nnunt is still in its “honey- Wworkers before the attacks of the 2

serve the real need i
those of profits s of society and not

about 4 per cent wage freeze so WA
workers are looking down the barrel of
real wage cuts in the near future

moon”’ phase

For instance, Fremantle

the

bosses! The indications to date are not
so good.



us politic
A One issue [ think
prin'nl.\risunﬂnpl yment. [ thi
is something feared by
Unfortunately, many
who have jobs tod:
probably voted for the Topy (
ment thinking they would be 4
keep their jobs. But I don't think
going to be the
- Second along
the whol
s with 1t: The
1 will continue to g0
prices, even fi i
The price of pet
that peaple now

Or the price of gmm. lh
ke a sports cent
uch many people
r favorite sport ar
oW are people going to r
of electricity ¢

course, in real terms, w:
i(l:l:ll'lR to keep up with infla
e going to be fixed at a |

flation.

ayments being reduced in rea

E.I‘I.]'Img that 18 Very worrying

en obviously you \.ul\ b
rd private medic
toafford private education
u haven't got much
ajority of people h
on't be able to afford th
instead of having to wait
onths say for a majo
5 you mighl. have to de

uul where your children go
ube to afford text books:

18 18 the sort o hnu.
{n happen.
important issue, of cour:
ssue, the fact that Cru
em.mmnles are going to come

nﬁee that the women madc
Ing an 18-months-long protest
base :Gmenhﬂm

vu.u;., lflhe

gan has surely

Iir 1th nuclear war.
peace movement

e concept is
knows that

ing as lmited
“apparently, the

d they really seem
appen—that there

in Britain last year Lhev
ilding eouncil houses

length of time, This meant

d more people were
&.1 larly young people.
find anywhere to live,
on the streets. In the
that's really grim.
a very depressing
ws a future, unfortunate-
becoming increasingly
hat is happening.
e will tend to et
try and do something
pefully, the people who
alise what is happen-
nething about fightin
for the

vou think of the Labour
aign during these elec-

fu:wnatelv that the

)
i

ed to be almost total disagreement
among the Leaders]

majority of people li

such as Foot and Hea

Healey
campaign th.nt he \w.uidn t
under a Lab nt that h.ul

in L an

The Labour I_.endership said they
would ereate jobs. But they didn't
really go int L

1 know that the luc
to work very havd
vote for them be

pulicies
The ng'hl wing of the
obviously determined to f

ed upon at
eemed 10 be little

8 t
p yple thought, well

are not going o ste for these
peupk because they can't even support
their own people. !
I feel people had no confidence in the
Labour Party because of what the
m:ht—wmg e been doing to under-
mine left- wmgcandldnlex, The biggest

loyed protest against Thatcher's policies.

enly goes Lo the 3[11’
(Socialist Democratic Party). And [
blame this fully on the Leadership of
¢ because [ think they
rmined the candidate

that the m.hr wmg within the branch
would undermine left-wing candidates
were put up for local elections,
ple became aware of
right-wing ¢
I.eadership of the Labour Party
doing and therefore had no confidence

well for the poor
some people
iuulu-d to th
some people may have given thur
to the SDP because of the
v s of their policies.
Continued page 14
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ority of the

People think oh w,
ell ; Al
and thatisit. But ve, : voted for g, t ag quite right that
are coming out of p'r“'i!""’””"ntlfm\ uld be in Ireland
for example, hcaré‘ru:;:imgm Today Mh.th!y finst the
: : 1 horrop g, hting against the

capital punishmen|
| t ma 3 i
back in Britmn-aml-.!fi]h' e
!;hrlmgh Parliament rigp; nﬁ 3
important that the leftuin
make sure that people kn £ MEi
hagpenmg. 3
Jne way to do this is to
activists to produce an('iJ l-‘r--
\é:npug papers, such as ‘Hifrlfuln! <
£ I'.'HZIHP Action. Such papers s} -
include information, sume nflLl“
amcm pé)llcy the left has agreed iy £}
r?iup . as well 88 the particy);
political point of view i

e whole ques-
fullydebated. |
 queation of how
ican people feel h
bour Party properly.
great fear among
Labour Party about
‘with groups like H-
s Out. This is because if
lved, as I did, you can
y the police quite a lot.
our phone bugged, and
de very difficult for you.
ankly, the wholeof the
s quite paranoid about
in Northern Ireland and
very difficult for people
e sort of campaigns.
the situation could be
and. But I can’t see it
the moment particularly
s Government back in and
of the Labour Party
ole gquestion, or actual-
of Tory policy.

¥ what jg

Q. What sort of im
pact has the Irig}
iﬁ;ﬂmgglg had on the Labour ])nml.u:

A Again it is the left wing
up this particular struggle, éi‘tr::‘yt- Ll*.kr‘
Wing seem to have a policy of main
tu';mm“ the status quo in Ireland with
4 e froops still there in Northern
;ilhand. Most left-wingers suppor
it drawal of the troops from Irel
lost of the left-wing supported it
Block hunger strike campaign
ml)of uoursel, there is great
3 ng people as f:
ar;lmnfqlfed, ar as the bom
dost of the left wing see it as :
struggle by people for their rights
But, of course, the left-wing is a
small section of the Labour P

N LAl M
i I'?wonn ‘]I
STOP
3 THE

' ¥ CUTS

of role do the unions
our Party in Britain at

uld hope that the unions
presenting the people who
ong to unions. But, n
s they don't; their
ery right-wing. Many
ips tend to go along
ht-wing Labour policies.
't seem to be encouraging
‘demand better conditions
sems to be much more a
,vou havegotajob, hang
se you probably won't
Xt year.
ber the rail strike last year
the smaller of the two rail
lich was really trying to

ashed by the TUC [Trade
cil|. They had togo back to
t rostering, and accept
“against which they had
g for six weeks.
worrying thing 1s that once
unemployed, there are
nions that have actually got
section. Some unions
sections. | know here in
the Teachers' Union has.
rtain amount if you are an
- teacher and you still
the union and [ think this is
way the unemployed have
s of feeling they have a

1 eTe,
all the unions should openly
this. I think the union
won't encourage the un-
| to be organised because they
ep in with big business, they
keep in with the capitalists,
%Hﬁ keep in with the Govern-

.

1ey don't want to admit there

is so much unemployment, they want
to pretend that it is not really happen-
ing.

I think also the Tory Government's
legislation for secret ballots for union
elections and industrial action is going
to be a big danger. Because it means
that votes can be fixed. The Thatcher
Government is scared that the workers
are going to realise exactly what
they're up to and start going on strike,
start using their power

Q. Can you tellme about the Militant
Tendency in Britain?

A. The Militant Tendency has
always been the big bogey as farasthe
Labour Party is concerned. And Lean't
understand why. They work very hard
and they get people into the Labour
Party, which I would have thought
would have been to the advantage of
the Labour Party.

They pretty well support Labour
Party Conference policies on the 35-
hour week, nationalisation of banks,
nationalisation of industry, support
for women's liberation and so on.

They go into working class areas
and recruit members to sell their
papers. They encourage people to be
politicad, they encourage people to go
to meetings to discuss ideas, and they
encourage people to be full members of
the Labour Party as well.

I think probably one of the reasons
why theright wing of the Labour Party
fears the Militant Tendency so much is
that they feel people shouldn't be
members of “two parties”. But I

honestly can’t see why itshould matter-

particularly if people are working to
the good of the parties they are
members of. [t just seems ridiculous to
make them into the bogey the right-
wing has and to undermine

people like Peter Tatchell who was a
very good Militant Tendency member

and would have been a good Member of
Parliament.

). Where do you think the Labour
Party should go from here?

A. Again [ can only say thatI think
the Labour Party itselfshould get more
organised, the left-wing ghould get
together, should get common policies,
and should fight against any Tory
proposals which are dangerous or
unacceptable to working-class people.

1 think that within the left a new
leader or groups of leaders have to be
found fairly quickly. [ don’t think it 18
any good pretending that the Labour
Party is a united party. But I think that
it is important to say, okay, there is a
right-wing and a left-wing in the
Labour Party, like the “wets™ and the
hardliners in the Tory Party.

I think that the left-wing has got to
go out into areas of high unemploy-
ment, into the industrial and the
agricultural areas of Britain, and work
really hard with peaple, point out what
is happening, talk to people, and get
people to talk about what 158 happen-

ng.

[ think they have got to try and
educate people and show them that
together they can do something tostop
it. But this will only happen if all
sections of left-wing are prepared to
forget their sectarianism, are prepared
to forget their own little fights, and
start fighting back against the
Thatcher Government.

Unfortunately, Maggie Thatcher
has got such a big majority in the
House of Commons that some of the
anti-labor bills she is going to put

forward will be passed. But I think that 3

once people realise better what she is
doing then they will try and do
something about it, they will start to
fight back in a big way.

Labor Militant, July 1883
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conference roundup

The Party polarises
Queensland State Council

“We are in Gouvernment
now . . . and some people do not seem
to realise that we cannot allow

|ves the little self indul, of

4, Hayden was speaking agamnst a
motion from the Petrie F.D.E., which

called on the Federal Government to

the past.”

A o e
lember i h and
the AMO;A” e :

t policy on East Timor.

Al his urging, an amendment was
passed which stated that “the timing,
rate and extent of (policy) implementa-
tion is a matter for the Government to
dew)t_m_ine ?In the light of prevailing

Those were the words of Bill Hayden
at Queensland State Council on June

And soit was with most major policy
areas at this State Council meeting.

... it must be noted that
many members of the
Australian community, and
more particularly many
members of the Labor Party
who worked hard for a Federal
Labor victory, are in a state of
shock at the performance of the
Hawke Government, Within
weeks of obtaining Office, the
Hawke Government
orchestrated a shameful cam-
Egng_n;:w al:};ar and innuendo,

ainst a er P 1
David Com| artyOfﬁcml‘,

Socialist left extract

ALP. It is on piblic record that
member of the inner Ministry
lied to the full Ministry, and
Caucus, on the reasons for the
black-banning of David
Combe, and justified it on that
most treasured of conservative
grounds, the interests of
National Security.

Since 1967, the Labour move-
ment has supporied the Egreat
struggle of the Vietnamese
people against US Imperialism
ﬁnr‘ self-determination, The
P 9

enemy of the Labour

of the
Pol Pot regime with  the

since its inception, and initiated
w];nchona against Australia’s

Vielcnamese—haeked Kam-
v W
necessary and proper st:; t:

protect the integrity of the

on

the National Times, Tt

clearly brt:]ndled, in n‘r vl::y’
d way, Party Polj

©n important Foreign P:l]:g

1ssues, such as Timor, Sinai angd

functionary in Promotin i-
worKking class munegt::‘i:t
puhuumﬂ;Ehmenﬁh Fraser
en|
But it was not anly th,
stance of the decisi e
the Hawke Gnvemsmanm ?n—d?thi:l:
manner in which j
operated, pnrl.imlaﬂ; il;tr}e‘lj:
tion to the Parliamentar,
Caucug of the Labor Party Min
Budget. Most, ifnotall, of thege
uns were taken

e v without

with
elected members of the Feds%

Sact that this action iau:;;aegh t:

Ve_n:,' reconsiruction aid to the

letnamese people is o be
ored e scand;

im rincipled murtinag]m:; T‘h:

naonesian regime and the

denying of vears of AL]
pmiorthaﬁghtul’ﬂxe’ﬁn?nﬂ
mTit:;' u;:;r:apa 4 cause for
€ gap betwee, I
performance s bego:]:];? a?::
mingly large, 1t wi
mamburs of ‘e Lot
rs
and the el

. and it is jn gh,
ilahnr P“:r:n faﬁﬁ‘ml ;} "h:
Provedures of accor Jrover

Thg real debate was aboyt the g
policy as decided by the rankand |1\|‘ 1
the Party. Many delegates ohyi,.
felt uneasy about the way 1, ‘,"f'
Hawke Government hag tln}-w;l'- C B
out the window on uraniym o
fu_relgn policy 1ssues such gy ; i
Vietnam or self-determination 1,
East Timorese (see extract in the
from a Socialist Left publicat;
tributed at Council) i

But following the lead of
Hayden, the majority consister
opposed attempts to
criticisms  of the
leadership.

The uranium debate was wher
Hayden showed his true colours mos
fully.

liey
nd on

box
on dis

Bi

voice theg
Parliamentar,

Two motions were received
for a special Federal Conferen,
discuss uranium policy, but
Socialist Left chose to ignore this cx
in favor of an amendment which s
that “the Queensland Branch views
with alarm recent reports of new
contracts for the sale of uranium, :
reports that the Government doe
Fecognise any connection between t
sale of uranium to the French
nuclear tests in the Paci

Hayden immediately launched into
an attack on those in the party who
dared to criticise Bob Hawke and who
were using ‘destabilising tacti
against the Government, 1 wonder
what effect such an accusation has on
::}::iset on tdhe left of the Party wh

intained up to the March elections
that Hayden would have made a more
progressive leader than Hawke!

Asaresultof Hayden's intervention,
even the amended motion was lost
i:l:ugh only after a division was called

One Dositive feature of Council was
the Unanimous support expressed for
the introdiction of legislation in both
;he_ Federal and Queensland

arliaments o give effect to the

-N. Convention on the elimination
of all forms of discrimination against
women,

While this might seem a relatively
ﬁ\mcuntmvmnal issue, a great deal of
) me has been spent in attacking this
egislation in the local media, Al sorts
of bizarre claims have been made, such
l:he. thatchildren will be separated from
wig“ parents at birth, and that women
W e forced out to work against their

At least the Party is immune to this
right wing propaganda. But it is a
Breat shame that the section of the
legislation dealing with Affirmative

tion has been removed by Cabinet.
Em section is essential toreally begin

e elimination of job diserimination
against women. In a period of
Economic recession this is vital,

ns passed by the NSW
s Conference, held on
proved once again that
women in the NSW
r to the left of the Party

of the 700 delegates from
and affiliated unions
jarp contrast to the

conservative male
{lSW State Conference
ter.

the Federated Ironworkers

Conference anticipated
kes betrayals of ALP
passed a number of
on foreign policy which
or strengthened

ey.
ney motion to immediately
ALP policy on East Timor
it visas to the Fretilin
tives to tour Australia was
Conference called for renew-

ietnam and the withdrawal
ition for the coalition forces
the remnants of Pol Pot's
“along the Kampuchean

only a week later that Hawke
both these aspects of present

motion on Central
n policy was also timely since
took only a further week to
e present policy in the scram-
sure Reagan and Wall Street of
hole hearted allegiance, 'Il;his

to

ancial aid to the Military Junta
Salvador and to condemn the
of the U.S. Government in

g and training the counter-
tionary forces invading

a.
ALP Government was also
to withdraw troops from the
ecognize the PLO, to call on the
to halt the flow of arms and
to Israel and support a
tic secular state of Palestine.
erence was  structured to
pt to combine different methods
scussion and debate, so some
kshops as well as the more usual
nary sessions were held. This work-
6 a certain extend but it put the
nference under tremendous time

re. On any one motion or policy
au!;he time for debate was very

British women at Greenham Co)

Workshops were held on four policy
areas; Women and Unemployment,
Women's Centres, Uranium and Disar-
mament and Women in Prison. In each
of these debate centred around a
previously prepared printed state-
ment. In addition there were four
workshops on skills to provide greah::r
information and increase womens
participation 1n the Party.

One of the more interesling
workshops which led to much debate
at the plenary session was the one on
Uranium and Il\sam:?menl. The
workshop was run by Tessa N_lu]lus
who is one of the leading figures in the
Nuclear Disarmament Co-ordinating

) ittee.

hiﬁ;;::us 1 at the workshop centred
on peace, disarmament, uranium min-
ing and U.S. bases One woman from
the Movement Against Uranium Min-

mmon—a human chain against US bases.

ing pointed out how the Federal
Government was already flouting
policy on the safeguards of uranium
mining, as well as on the export of
uranium by selling uranium to the
French Government.

Part of the prepared motion for the
workshop, stated that “Labor Women
reiterates its policy ufopgnsilia_n to all
foreign bases on Australian soil" and
that “as a first step the Government
should take action to ensure that
American facilities in Australia can-
not be used to initiate or facilitate the
use of nuclear weapons.” During
discussion it was pointed put that this
was the main purpose of the bases
which provide a key link in the U.S.
nuclear weapons system, therefore

Continued page 18

Labor Militant, July 1983



surprises at the NSW
held on the 11-13th
yight wing in firm
nly was the putcome
t the debate was stifled.

hrelfo
' nandale (NSW) branch

= of Bob Hawke's world
ain topic of debate was
In an amendment to the
ve Committee Report,
. called for the policy
cess of the Party to be
jcularly with regard to
Indonesia, Vietnam and
e pointed out that the
of the Party were quite
erred to the precedent set
in in calling for a special
Conference during World
change the Party's policy on

Labor Women

o > =
- wi ¥ , T
extens, Wh o i:l: NSW anl‘ Rights Legislaticn.
o prval land, to widen the definition

"1

Continued from pa

s page 17 claimable | economi i

et ; fclaimable land and other provisi mic policy emerged from

that 1‘.": “*"m'].:m_lnmlni-;,e_.'rienmm.,u.,Ili :ﬁ"u;ka‘.hehndkagmmfx?:“:m: unemployment workshop e L 4

mediately remove Government im-  theft not a legalisation of the one amendment which demonstrated ponse of Centre Unity ganiLe

: ove all foreign | of Aboriginal land past the desire to implement the ALI Ren w“‘h}!ﬁ abou policy.
s : : sition seemed to be that

iﬁcia]isqtipn objective in the

€ crisis by demand

nationalisation of BHP. '

passed. And a motion callir
E:s:v&-” gains tax to help s he 1 : lines.

ing inequalty of income ar 9 n the ne i
Gl A w1 Y
a £ b :
ated debate at policy on East Timor and

. The time problem and the conse-
m:n V;:: “:;r‘y:l matk:; Ai:elt'}tl}el\
ﬁ::mtm& L
o wﬁnhhwm;nu:; Coraciies

etc are important when un.

BT l_muj:_'m_ be careful about our
hngm _,f,.‘beeamﬂn how we
Pt e B e

4 AR et
Bt i s e et :
i i Gl he 1 10 t has Richmond Re

: have | skyrocketed, w, ond port on the mer 3 i 3
“This dei b -m\!ﬂtmgh A i and handicapped. Despite extensivi o be implemented
e - B e ot e s
defeahsrl(:n floor it was rou However it 32 percent level. in\;ﬁs Association explaining th ent, 01!“: i ss;nt.hA fr'n!w}

% w»mn;pmdm‘m form industrial policy w.:: timeslotfor  will l;.:jatc‘:es ofdthe Report and how it Mnér;:;;l;ﬁ—n: ‘uiop,f ’:‘:. ;‘n

3 n's previous polj rming B a8 taken up wi a reduction in Health Car 2 Fxde ot bty
:mmm:; remoyal nfthmmd Whﬂ,i,i:".;h;n\'lmm buaw:: 2‘“!“-128 and jobs, a ‘.(,LT,'”,,.‘(,,“M i peavekeeping force, was also
pass: was portant issue, it was otion was passed. (for details of the :vxl:ﬁ:m;rth?:vfy‘ i
s e asn t

Report see page 7)

Catling. ioate Vigorous upposition by
§ usual on

mover of : i 3
the workshop g immediate implementation of

« not controversial i
warrant excluding other ldne%:’b: nl:;

motion. o
Anoth having it first up areas concerning b
wm'kam;r mmmt SRy [nmammp}"fnﬂ;;.the agenda. x;’:‘en and social welfare, Conference ‘::gil o i thid deb
the, HleAry meae oy ak e e dakies an o i calling for the aboli Bl Tayden add ebad Cons
¢ n w f i L 3 consciency . ERRR L e
5 awum;ﬂy foeguiten, nlil?lat‘:d E:‘ S policies whict, ‘:";_'-10; Amiong other mmgﬁ“’ vote on abortion ce, Contrary to the impression of
8 e b eseton S economie crisls was Sspeey, o 1 M98 Labor Women's Conference B e Hayden
= from the ANZUS yand withdraw 100 there was little time [ acp UL Dere W cted yet again that the bulk of B e e e er e
2 reminder bmms alliance. After o content of the moti efor debate. The r:d’.’ilen in NSW Branch want to see E.]Of policy by Hawke Further s
iy thisglo.,“' 3 this Nior o ‘any measure mn&hd\ i Govcalchanﬁeicnmvd GHE BTl v that the Federal Executive
e o g o wages and stand, BN Dot The fact tha these aucus could interpret and imple.
lmb"()zmmai" motions Which blames the cri vfii_ .l‘_‘"nﬂ" and d“Dliere.“ces exist is important 1n Fr‘p:lu“.g ove;t|mesndaecnrd\ngt;v
NEW Land Rights' Lo mhcrecsat workets not profiteering Bos o S ) conbidence 10 B attmm va
o th :m Legislation was W“ﬂw i -Bu&direumnm“wn He ]‘f;;‘e"f l}i’mc'wliﬂ" in the ::uﬁﬁlﬁe?;\isag::t;‘::i‘::in:“
t & iy h"’hL actually cut we icies  int ully carrying foward o s et
St udel called for. These ALP-ACTU Accord .::luu Hie e imﬁﬁgmf"'m"“l’m?»"’esswepulicy i £ obligation to follow Party
acknowledges Riﬂv_l:lon that Mini Budget's tax on su the Keating  Itisa etM,'_f' fitove 'fadf' 1leaa e
2 origi ' were deleted Der: : pi i cov J iati
i wnenbip nﬂ"'d.iﬂl.l.llgl:l;:' prior  Catling, by an amd:;;:’u::; does not gaveamr:::i:i;‘:nreripm long hEeT; F-"aur:y :.:gﬁ-i:;: DES ::‘J;‘-::
claims How i g power. It is one of the most re':rne:;e[::s }:.wi;;g didn:il (N advancing
‘However G such a blatant denial of reality.

tative Conferences i
€8 1N
present. the ALP at The remainder of Conference follow-

ed the predictable pattern of recent
years. The only departure from the

'W“‘mﬂ

ate Conference

normally nuil']ul factional alignment
was over a call for the implementatio
of the 38 hour week in N’S\L‘C‘].“m e
_The 1982 Conference passed a mo-
tion supporting shorter working hours
for Government employees, despite the
opposition of Neville Wran and Barrie
Unsworth. This year a similar resolu-
tion had already been accepted when
an amendment calling for legi n
within 12 months to generalise the 38
hour week across the board in NSW
was put forward

Barrie Unsworth

by 319 votes

This was narrowly lost
to 304, with | Centre U
union delegations Ve ing crossing the
floor, One of the arguments put
forward in opposition to the amend-
ment was the Hayden line of the
previous day—that the timing for the
implementation of pol should be left
to the Parliamentary ty.

In another setback to the un-
employed, a motion to lift the freeze on
public sector employment in NSW was
also defeated This further revealed the
contradictory position towards un-
employment taken by Con ference.

John McBean, in his opening ad-
dress as President of the NSW Branch,
emphasised the plight of the un-
employed and pointed out that living
gtandards Were dechining Neville
Wran declared to Conference that
NSW was in a far sounder financial
position than any other state. Yet
when it came o actually doing

something, they all ducked for cover

This is in contrast to Vietoria, where
the introduction of the 38 hour week for
its 80,000 health industry workers
from July 1 will create an extra 2000
jobs.
_The debate on uranium resulted in
further watering down of that
n-mgmn{lrr of the uranium policy. The
motion from the left accepted the 1982
National Conference Policy, but called
for an interpretation which would
51,“"“' only 58,000 tonnes to be mined
The right advocated that all existing
mines and the proposed Roxby Downs
mine in South Australia should be
completely mined out, and this motion
was carried

The machinery matters debated
dealt with Affirmative Action and
rule changes to membership
procedures

The Affirmative Action proposals
were put before Conference in 1982 but
were deferred. In the meantime, there
has hee significant reduction in the
scope of their application

Women will comprise one third of
policy and machinery committees
with a minimum of one woman on
each. The Administrative Committee
and Review Tribunal will have a
minimum of three women each

But that is as far as it goes Thus
Affirmative Action proposals regar
National Conference, National
State Conferences, FECs
all been dropped. 50

ave

f ly this decision seeks to ex
clude women from the decision
making bodies of the Party, and 18 in
direct contradiction with the rec-
commendations from the 1981
National Conference.

These proposals were adopted

without dissent, despitethelead article
in tne May issue of “iChallenge” which
claimed that the left were opposed to
the watered down version.

The rule changes to
membership procedures Were CATTie
by 441 votes to 974, despite the Steer-
ing Committee attempt to defer the
proposals until 1984, These changes
will deprive branches of the right to
admit members to the Party, and are
generally seen as as

centralise

tepnthe direction
of centralized pre-selection procedures
in the future.

Overall, the decisions of Conference
were aimed at taking the pressure off
the Labor Governments at both State
and Federal level Discussion of the
problems facing Australian workers,
like unemployment and declining
living standards, was little more than
genernhsud thetorie, with no real
alternative solutions put forward by
the Left
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The other item ignore
was a firm rebuke to H
statement in Washington
confidence that the | s
fpl;nlaLrat'io will make a

ejance ween human r
U.S. strategic goals. [ :
up E]IIS “all the

e Conferenc

P‘ederal Governme
disassociate i

ticularly in relation to k1 S
P]urngua. Further Cont
irmed its support for the N

Government and for recognitior

the legitimate
Salvadorean pe::[!-:r

‘_ll was pointed
{(Foreign  Affairs Dol
member), that U.8
nationally i d,
slve was the supg
the c_oumerri‘; lutio
operating against N

end all aid to of B
T o the Junta of El

— Brian How: Tniste
]).,fl.;.,oe supg\l\!:, Minister for
= Peter Bachelor, ctoria
S_fnje Secretary of the A}ann
T Fe;r:Mcﬁ?n, Presiden
the Pign i icy Cs
e airs Policy Co
—-%uan Cc:]xsedge. ML
— Percy Johnson, Victorian
alalt,l Secretary of the AMFSU:
] em Steedman, MHR for

Asey;

— George Crawford, Victori
State President of the ALD
Senator Olive Zakharov;

Ros Eauu:r!. Foreign Affairs
cy Committee member;
- Ed'hm ‘Hogg, MLC;
%: Nh'_llmleﬁ, MLA;
lardiman, former
; ib[:]":; President of the
artley, Victorian Presi-
the l!“nnd Preger:'e:r;

B;mmnmig. Victorian
or Employment and

g¢  Shapiro, Juni
dent of the 'Vicl::l:-,il:::

- Ralph Edward i
ﬂllwum (v us Workers U:{nn;M“'
An irew Theophanous, MHR

rievances.
he National
_atrocities

g to hold a
cLean added
to attempls
an Govern-
on wasjn line

he Foreign

10X

onference had
gvernment over
ted that Govern-
in their superior
fferent policies
by i
and that Party
sed. Once again
licy was reaffirmed
on the im-

ed more than 100
t policy in the best
er. The motion was
ingly with one lone

inst.
motion by Carohne
‘endorsed the visit by
epresentatives Abilio
i’ﬂ-!?que Rodrigues to
nd of July and urged
to attend the public
@ itinery for the tour in

-
resolution on aid to
A , demanded an im-
umption of an aid
table to the needs of the
: people was debated. Bill
inted to why Vietnam is

shed

n does not want to stay in
but as long as the u.s.
lly demands to have a pro-
Government in the regon,
‘will remain, until America
: and and gives Vietnam
possible assistance. We were the
and have ahugeobligation
This was even recognised

s Accords.”
to home the Anti-Uranium
Report called on the
ent to cancel the

Victorian State Conference June 198:

ould not be permitie
ith shipments of ur: nium to

e Hoge

-

‘ontinued page 22

Victorian Left gains ground

Secretary

George Crawford, Fed
Plumbers and

alist Left candidate,
of State President of the
ch of the 2 hy 241

candi
of the Transport Wor
Crawford is an outspoken
nd trade union mili
. [n his acceptance Spe . he said it
was the third occasion that he had
been President during years
involvement in the Labour movement.
ident when he visil d
Hanoi in 1972 and washe ily eritisic-
ed by the Federal Le dership at the
He still maintains 2 strong
interest in Vietnam. !
Solange Shapiro, the new Vice
oke on the theme that
by

put aw

second time,

Officer of the Party The first was Sally
Johnson in 1969, also as Junior Vice
President. Shapiro hoped it wouldn't
take a further 12 years for another
woman to be elected.

The swing 1o the Left was also
reflected in the composition of the
Adminstr: Committee of the Par-
ty. The Socialist Left faction has won
two extra positions on Sunday’s
election at the Conference. The SL has

n in a better
n

has no vote
During th

left to win on severa

th

it Se
on to call on the
ment to support the
r full quarterly cost ot
living adjustm 5.
The factional line up at i
had the SL taking 14 positions and
Cel v and g to hold
p nts reduc-
positions on the Ad-
¢ Committee. When the
ions are included, the SL
will have votes, Centre Unity 14,
and # Independents. e Left ely
achieved anabsolute majority
needed was a few more vates Lo
out of the 33 pos ions. Now th
need the support of one Independent
which shouldn’t be too hard t the
alliance of the past bwo years. Nu
wonder the right are rather worried!
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] mo
overwhelmi

the
herein Adel
St0p in the press since ¢},

LER th

The mfnst entrenche,

come from the police,
Another bone of conten

police at Conference w;
to phase out the pr:
wearing of exposed
public places.

_An official from the p
tion said that the As,
Tesist “any es to d)
and “there is no wa
will back down.” A
1000 police voted to
thetspo‘l fines from
action is taken by the Governmen,

So far 1o action has by
the case is being taken t
at present. It certainly
which has caused a lot
here in Adelaide

Another iSSUE Concerni
the police came to the

o
- Conference unanimously v  for

C ly Vo
ntervention by the South Austra

Aabor Government before the I
Royal Commission into :
SECUrity services, to as 4 much
role in

the

it
u I Branch in
his Report revealed political
gation of Labor Parliamer
N8, trade unionists, p -
and  even

Important motions that were
Were in résponse to the flouting
icy by the Federal Leadership
ncluded reaffirmation of ex
oliey on East Timor, uranium
o Vietnam.

| to foreign
entonto the
Australian
ad been in-

licy of the
nd that of the

1 on all sorts of
ever, some of

larly in relat
aid to Vietn:

ing up c
'El Salvador. At the
took a swipe at
1 basically we should

appened, to look at it
the Prime Minister has
ign policy attitude very
tht—very much behind
liance. As a result
Party’s reaction to this

e at the various State

wover the last few weeks.

jpunse of the Part s.

i the resolutions passed

a little further to the left

ously. I think this 1s sym-
What the ranks did was to
essage to the Prime Minister
Look, you've gone too far.
ere back home, when you're
. and we've given a lot of time
sideration to these policies. We
vou to listen to what we're
g." That's the message.
w where we go from here of course
ds on the Prime Minister's
. fact he gets the
message and re ds. There's an
mportant Federal Executive meeting

Ken Fry
at the end of June at which, no doubt,
11 i

these potential
Sk

I think the goal
ecutive will be to try
onflicts, or
uggest to the Prime Minister
t  take to get back

Conferences, back to the rank s

I'm sure the Federal Executive will
try to play the moderator. 1don’t think
they will try to confront Hawke, but
they will certainly give him the clear
message that hisactions have not t!.een
endorsed at at least three State Con-
ferences. A typical example of the
response was at the A Conference
where we had a resolution l."nlhng for
the review of the ANZUS Treaty.
That's a fairly normal resolution but

circulated an amendment

h added the words “with the view

to ultimate withdrawal from the
Treaty'. !

Now that's a new dimension to the

ew. Last year I don't think it would

ave been carried but this year it was
carried overwhelmingly :

1 think people really think in view of
the threat of nuclear war, the
possibilities of the development of
other socialist countries and socialist
governments gain some grounds in

ultimate g
ANZUS T

where our interests ar
ur interest
nt in our unic

vthing out
the whe
where

wld all be v
I don't thin
hasty. It

' thought by

quite firm eviden
ntiated. I'll T

e cumented in the pr
a q ons in the
There is hard information about phone

This jus
everyone know
their reso t
which they shouldn’t be doing.
But I have my doubts about wha
this current investigation will achieve.
wave grave misgivings because of
what happened with the previous
Hope Report. It demonstrated the
abuses and weaknesses of ASIO and
then used this to strengthen its role
instead of clipping its wings.
1 fi mitment to

ng

should not indulge in political work at

|. They should concentrate on
counterintelligence against foreign
intelligence opes in thi :
If we can’t get this done by legislation
coming out of the current Report, then
their act »s should be contained
through the Budget. You just don't
give them enough money. But if you

look at the Budget expenditure since 3

the last Hope Report, there has been a
tremendous increase over the years.

I see ASIO's political surveillance as
a threat to our privacy. ASIO is
dominated by the old cold war al-
Continued page 24

B Laboer Militant, July 1984




2 Labor Militant, July 1983

Fry Interview
Continued from page 23

ttudes. A lot of their operatives are
prople of European descent with hang-
ups about socialism They are general-
Iy anti-ALP and anti-union, It's
much t our detriment and I think we
must take a very firm line here,

I've never said that we don't need a
security agency. Of course we do but its
rile needs to be very clearly defined.
The Combe affair is a typical example,
1 believe they were very heavy handed
in the way they operated. In faet the
whole Combe affair was very badly
handled politically in my view and [
think the Enquiry will show this, It
depends if the Report is made publicor
not. There's a lot of evidence being
}L‘h"lrd in camera which may prevent

is.

I'm not very optimistic that
:Imﬁspmi_live will come out of the
g ui v 1
experience. St i
Q Coming bﬁ!ﬂk to the question of
¢ ral  Executive taki
Prime Minister to task ab(?tﬁ :li:
slatements, do you think that the
recent. cl‘aang'em the factional strength
on the Federal Exccutive will make it
la‘l;l-? s;ronger stance?
. | think so. But you've g,
careful not to overez'timate”tlf:i: Iﬁ

there is o clear
Left Right n. A ot ol peaple
titke st progres VIEW 0N one issue
and a conservative view on another.
For example | know that sometimes
the Tasmanian delegates have par
ticular views of their own which are
not  consistent  with  factional
alignments,

But the recent ACT election will tend
to strengthen the Executive in exer
cising some moderating influence on
the Prime Minister, It's not an Ex.
ecutive that the Prime Minister can be
seen to be steam rolling. [ts not just the
Left, but people from the Centre who
would tend to take up the point of view
af the rank and file and try to restrain
m:l“ane ster in a serious con-

Q. There has been an argume:
advanced by the right wing geieral?\:'
and by Hayden at several State Con-
ferences that there has been no breach
of Party policy. Instead what has
occurred has heen the constitutional
right of the Parliamentary Party 1y
?EMI?E the timing of the implementa-
v:;.i'd[:tylg’uh“- Has this argument any

A No, certainly not.
P_arlmmunu%ry l—‘ii‘;‘l.y hasu ;fl\(::;rrﬁ::;f
cised the right jn deciding timing
But when You come to a thing of basic
principle like supporting the right to
gelfd:!ermnnri_ﬁqn. thatcan’t be said 1o

€ subject 1o timing, [t's fundamental

Bure either for it or against it. You

doesn’t mesn

RRBUELY VOUre fior 5
AEAINSL it nex(—,, |I..p -
be HUSIX manths! [n 1) ¥
that’s nunsense, W, ‘I. "
the United N;mun\l [‘\\
||1|-rn‘||_-n':\r<-h the n;l.r
|mln::l|])r: and this s 4
n relation o 1
Vietnam ity l.ll:r-l}w‘-lnwrhw‘
certainly during the
yden said it wouy|,
mediately. There
difference  between
Hawke on this ig
Mr Hawke says theyp iy
between giving aid 1o \ ic
question of withdrawa| ,
Irom Kampuchea, As though
hold a gun at the head of 1
Namese saying we won't Elve 3
unless you withdraw! Now r\‘..\.‘

ton cam
be Pa
e implop,

Hayde,

Very simplistic sort of approack
foreign policy e
Accordin Mr Hayden theye jg

relation between aid and Withdra
think Hayden's attitude on (I‘n»
much better. He's been quite stro :
V}elr_nam aid in the past and | think |
still is. So there is obviously conflic
there. B
The other area where we'v el
Hone dgainst policy isinrelation ooy
attitude un Kl Slavador. Our policy, as
L understand it, is that we are op; ;
to the American involvement h
El{t You couldn’t interpret what 1}
rime Minister said as being consis
Rt with this policy. Certainly he said

aan rights was to be
didn’t eriticise the
Then he goes on
ik of human rights in
i any first hand
ow I've spoken to
een there quite
quite a different
problems stem from
outside which is
y the CIA.
urbing the way we've
our policies. And |
itk you can explain it
hat the Parliamen
‘the right to determine
these things are done
urse is important in
ng the decision ahout
he UN if there is a
Timor's self deter
‘even so, 1 think our
hat the Prime Minister
when they went to
uld have said i
UN our policy is clear
ipport it.” So let's accept
iebnur negotiations with
n that position. But
jcation that any such

ow if there 1s going to be
“in the UN then the
have to be taken in the
that may well be the

about the proposed
ry factfinding tour to
» will this be useful in
is issue?

lly. I'm skeptical about the
rcise. It isn't that | have
out the peaple going, it's the
for the tour. They're only
fur about a day and a half
ite inconsistent with the
nister's statements about
the position in some detatl
Ing the full information about

L & bit of the windowdressing
ili and the areas where
i@ has put a lot of aid as a
Of pressure from Australia.
as I'm concerned the trip will
ily be used as a propaganda
N to endorse Indonesian policy
to provide some rationale for us
itinue the military aid to In
A and to put the whole issue of
Timor behind us.

elieve there 1s an Australian
I planned for two Fretilin represen-
Wes. | know their visas were
e;d by Hawke. Is the tour going

Yes there will be a tour of all major
tal cities in the last two weeks of

(for details see page 27)
ere’s a lot of interest both in the
Party and in the community, All the
‘East or Support Groups have
collaborated to make this a real
success. The media are very interested

Invaded p, ~
INDONE 514 s,

—
e g
=

ISSUe,

in the h
debate that's and the conflict
between the 1 file and the
Parliamentary Leadership.

It will interesting tour
They've
out of Ea:

politicians t
AL There ar
that but certainly

exLe
can come

East Timor .
and say. "Wt ; ‘:'
believe t A el

fership or
should ju s
o an elit

ice.” His
ars that we should not
have been involved in such as Viet

nam

@. Do you see big mass mux.‘rnpmi
like the Vietnam War movement, anc
now the growing anti nuclear mw\lu-
ment, as the way toreach outto pvn!) e,
ta educate, politicise and rl'|lr|:lhl.~.t’:
them to pressure Government [_uwl!u)'

A. Yes the anti-nuclear 1ssue is Very
important b use it cuts across party
lines to a large extent and involves all
sorts of people who are not normally in
polities, for example the church
groups. It's important to maintain the

Hawke/Suharto concensus—street theatre protest at Vice State Conference.

FT?

non-party political context to ke
ar for everyone to by
mass support
). Increasingly people on thes
5 are taking up m political
demands—ofl the questio he US
bases, the question of the visits of the
US nuclear fleet in Western Australia
in Perth the March mobilisa
vk up this demand en ©
the Peace Committee there had
1it as being " And
the anti-base demand is
Australia
ncluding the Don't u
think this political process will con

way cl involved

mar

ACToss

tinue?’
A. | think so. The other element

i here is the generation gap—
ciousness of young peaple and
consciousness  of
hreat of nuclear war

¢'s been a big incremental jump

I’k
in consciousness over the last couple of
I think that as these younger
people move up and have greater
influence in the movement this wall

years

increase. 3
A new generation has grown up in
the anti-war atmosphere and are more
aware of it. It can only gain momen
tum, hopefully to the extent that
Governments can't ignore it, which is
what tends to happen at present.

But I think it's getting to ti tage
that Governments can't afford to
ignore the basic wishes of the people.
They don’t want to be involved in a
nuclear war or any sort of war and they
want to be consulted beforehand not
like what happened in Vietnam
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achievements of the Nicaraguan
Government had been “dubious”, that
the Sandinistas had closed down the
opposition press sed"” the Mis-
kito Indian population of Nicaragua's
east coast, and that Nicaragua was
“maore than half way towards becom-
ing another Stalinist prison camp”.

Magee's article had a clear purpose
which has now been fully revealed. It
was to pave the way, in circumstances
where the revolutions of Central
America are gaining more and n
support from Labor Party members
and supporters, for a Labor Govern-
ment elected in 1983 to fall in behi
US policy on Central America

Bob Hawke's recent trip to the
United States is the fruition of this
project

In Washington, Hawke denounced
the “leftist depridations” of the &
dinista Government and expressed h
confidence that the Reagan Ad-
ministration would take full account of
“human rights’ considerations in the
region.

Hawke's intent, and the real effect
his US trip, has been to line up the
Labor Government uncritically
behind Reagan's war policies in
tral Americ:

As the actions of Democrats (and
Republicans too!) in the US Congress
reveal, the Reagan Administration
uses, as cover for waging a war in
Central America, a feigned commi

ta “human righ and

ic” practi ke the totall

fake elections in El Salvador in 1982,
Imagine my shock when I recently

came the same s
formation hut
this time in a paper claiming to be
socialist, i
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for its lack human rights, bu
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d to soc
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1

¢ class of the im-

No matter how sincere the committ-
alist Fight to so

itically in line
tre Unity group
Reagan and the

State Department
Both the FMLN of El Salvador and
the Nicaraguan rnment have
called for an end to the hostilities in
Central America through a process of
tiations between the parties
d and the withdrawul
S and US-sponsored forces in the

alists should wholeheartediv
support these initiatives

Comradely,

Joan Baxter

EAST TIMOR SPEAKS

After being banned by

1976, Fretilin Central Co
Roque Rodrigues will spea
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East Timor, the Fretilin-led resistance,
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Yes, | want to help pay for the East Timor tour!
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as a donation 10 the costs of the Fretlin speaking tour
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Send to: East Timor Tour, ¢/- PO Box A716, Sydney South NSW 1000.
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migrants

Parliamentarians

speak out against
harassment of

Turkish migrants

“Democracy in Turkey and the
‘Come Back Home' letters” was the
subject of a seminar held in Melbourne
on May 25, i

The seminar was organised b_\v a
joint committee of [ep[e&entah\:‘es
from the Union of Australian Turkish
Workers and the Australian Turkish
Cultural Association.

By Coral Channells

Member of Preston (Vicl hranch and
the Amalgamuted Metal Foundry and
akers included Hurriyet
Babacan, a long-term activist in the
Victorian Branch and Commissioner
for the Victorian Ethnic Affairs
Department; Stewart West, Minister
for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs;
Brian Howe, Minister of Defence
Support; Peter Spyker, Victorian
Minister of Ethnic Affairs; Gerry
Hand, Federal Member for Melbourne;
and Caroline Hogg, MLC for
Melbourne West

The meeting, attended by more than
100 people, was called to publicise and
build support for the campaign
against the Turkish Military Regime's
attempis to intimidate and penalise
Turkish labour movement activists.

Because of political work in the
Turkish community, including en-
couraging invelvement by the Turkish
community in Labor Party work,
Hurniyet Babacan and other
Turkish activists, have received letters
from the Turkish Consulates in
Sydney and Melbourne threatening
loss of Turkish citizenship and proper-
ty, unless they immediaiely return
home.

In her speech, Babacan gave a
detailed account of the Turkish
Regime's repressive rule since the 1950
military coup.

She described the mounting cam-
paign of victimisation and harrass
ment against Turkish-born migrants
in countries around the world.

Babacan said many Turkish
migrants in other countries — in-
cluding trade unionists, journalists,
arusts, and intellectuals — have
received similar “come back home”
letters.

She called on the Labor Government

to extradite the Turkish Ambassador
to Australia. Turkish activists believe
that Consular officials, under the
direction of the Ambassador, have
spied on the Turkish community and
that names have been sent back to the
Junta.

Stewart West assured Turkish per-
manent residents that the Turkish
Government could not force them io
return home. They would undoubtedly
face jail, torture, or death, if they did,
he said.

West has also issued a statement in
Turkish to the ethnic media outlets
reassuring the community and setting
heir rights under Australian law

Caroline Hogg spoke about her
connection with the Turkish communi-
ty and the problems Turkish migrants
face in Austraha

“The Turkish community worries
desperately about its children's educa-
tion, about language problems, the
lack of availability of Turkish speak-
ing teachers here — about the loss of its
culture. In an attempt to address these
problems, they began to form
associations; join political parties —
indeed some took out Australian
citizenship — gradually they began to
become politically organised and ac-
tive. But at this point the Turkish
Government, through its represen-
tatives here, began to locate the ac-

Military presence ruthlessly suppressing political dissent.

They are in every way a

tivists in this legal and democratic
struggle and 13 people are summoned
to return to Turkey.”

Hogg said the summons to return
“threatens the community and attacks
these people’'s democratic existence
[ ks against
international relations and
democratic rights.

I believe that there is a case to be
made out that the Consulates exceed
their authority in this matter and |
would indeed like to see an investiga
tion of the Consulates’ role.”

In his speech, Gerry Hand deseribed
the curtailment of democratic and
trade-union rights carried out by the
Military Junta in Turkey

He pointed out that many Social
Democratic parties in Europe have
reacted strongly to the Regime's dis-
solution of the Turkish Social
Democratic Republican People’s Par-
ty, and the jailing of its leader, Bulent
Ecevit

He added that I suggest that the
Australian Government should ex
amine the question of whether
Auau-e]iu—'!‘urkey relations should
cease.

“As a Member of Parliament,” Hand
concluded, “T will support all legal
activities taking place, and will protest
at the inhumane activities of the
Turkish Junta.”
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