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Militant promotes

particular interest to Party
members. We have devoted a lot
of space to discussing the Prices
and Incomes Policy over the past
year. In our view the Accord
signed with the ACTU last
February 1s no iiferent to the
social contract that proved so
disastrous for B.itish workers
under Labour Governments in
the 1970s.

Labor Militant looks at the
nature of the capitalist economic
crisis and the socialist measures
needed to confront a crisis of this
depth, This crisis is not caused by
wage rises and wage cuts will not
help resolve the crisis in the
interests of the working class,
We also devote a lotof attention
to the threat of war and the wars
that are already going on. From
Central America to the Middle
East, the United States and its
allies are determined to block
DProgressive movements in order

Labor
socialist policies for the Labor
Party. Each issue carries news

and analysis from a socialist
viewpoint of events and issues of

to protect their economic in-
terests. This drive to war by
Ronald Reagan increases the
danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s participation as part
of the US war machine must
cease.

We also insist that progressive
policies must be advanced by
Labor on the liberation struggle
in El Salvador, on Solidarity’s
fight for socialist demoeracy in
Poland, on the Israeh aggression

in the Middle East and the rights -

of the Palestinian people, on the
Indonesian occupation of East
Timor and on the need to make
reparations to Vietnam.

Labor is in Government in four
States and tederally. Yet never
before has there been a bigger
zap between stated Labor policy
and Guovernment performance,
let alone the gap between perfor-
mance and working class in.
terests. This gap is reflected in
the important debate and discus-
sion within the Party Branches
and at Conference. We seek to

develop a broad coverage of thig
process,

We believe that the most fre,
and open debate within the Py,
and affiliated unions on Pyry
policy and practice is nec
to develop positions and actiong
that can represent working peo
ple from whom Labor draws i«
strength.

But the current structures of
the Party and new undemocrati
rules and practices prevent this
S50 we support moves o
democratise these structur
particular, to make the
Parliamentarians and Party of-
ficers truly accountable to the
ranks, unions and branches

If you agree with these aims we
encourage yvou to help financ
and distribute Labor Militant
You can get each issue sent by
mail at a cost of $ for 10 issues
We can also make arrangements
to have a bundle of any size
mailed or delivered for your
branch or for you to sell. There
are high costs involved in the
production of a publication like
Labor Militant so any financial
contribution will help to ensure
itscontinued regular appearance
_For subscriptions or  any
further information please fill in
the elip-off below or write to any
of the addresses below.
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editorial commaent

Turn back the enemies of Labor

The anti-Labor forces of the National
Clvic Council are on the offensive inside
the labour movement.

They have recently won a position as
national organiser of the country’s
largest unlon, the Amalgamated
Metals, Foundry and Shipwrights
Union. They are challenging for control
of the Tasmanian branch of the ALP.
And they are trylng to take over the
Victorlan branch by seeking affiliation
for NCC-dominated unions, Most of the
unions Involved split with the Party In
1954 to help found the right-wing
Democratic Labor Party.

‘The AMFSU has been a target for the
NCC for two years. An NCC front, the
“Reform Group' challenged for top
positions In the union in 1982, failing
only narowly to defeat Natlonal
Secretary Dick Scolt and Assistant
Natlonal Secretary Laurie Carmichael.

In Tasmania the NCC has already
taken control of the AMFSU. Another
Tasmanian union dominated by the
group, the Federated Ironworkers As-
soclation, has recently reaffiliated to
the ALP and sought a rule change such
that unlons could appoint non-ALP
members to the Party’s State Council.

The Tasmanlan Branch is resisting
this move in order to defend ltself
agalnst antl-labour forces. The State
Secretary of the Federated Storemen
and Packers Union, Paul Lennon, has
had his application for ALP
membership blocked on the grounds
that he has campalgned for the elec-
tlon of the NCC-linked Labor renegade
Senator Brian Harradine. And a former
State Secretary Kath Venn has been
censured for the same reason.

The extreme right's campalgn to win
control of the Victorlan branch of the
ALP is probably the most serlous of all.
For here it 1s out to destroy the Party's
most important left currenmt, the
Socialist Left, and impose the kind of
rigl that has long
the NSW branch of the Party.

The leaders of the Soclallst Left are
correct to point out that the current
leaders of unions like the FIA and the
Federated Clerks Unlon are the
enemies of Labor.

They are grouped In the NCC splinter,
the Industrial Action Front. They, or
thelr factional predecessors played a
blg part In splitting the Party In the
1950s and thereafter kept the ALP out of
government at the State and Federal
level by supporting the DLP. It should
never be forgotten that the DLP
directed Its preferences to the Liberals
and that this alone kept antl-Labor
governments in office on a number of
occasions.

No doubt these ‘‘leaders’, whose un-
democratic practices In their own un-
jons are notorious, do not reflect the
predominantly pro-Labor views of thelr
members. But they intend to use thelr
bureaucratle control over these bodles
as a base to once more wreck the labour
movement, turning It Into a replica of
the U.S. trade unlon federation, the
AFL-CIO, with Its CIA-dominated
leadership.

Hawke’s Labor Unity faction, which
invited the unlons to aply for atfillation,
has accused leaders of the Soclalist Left
of being on a McCarthy-type witchhunt
in keeping out such unions. Long-time
leader of the Victorlan Right, Frank

Crean, has sald that “If they are fit to
sit on the Trades Hall, they are it for
the Party."

But If these forces gain control of the

Victorlan branch they will stamp out all

of Internal

Ome unlon seeking reaffiliation (after
splitting in 1954) is the Victorlan
Operative Bricklayers Soclety. The
secretary of this unlon, Bill Giles, told
the Melbourne Age: ‘“The Prime
Minister invited us to rejoin and we are
happy to support him."

This is the crux of the matter. Hawke
himself 1s heading up the campalgn to
wipe out the Sociallst Left and muzzle
further debate about the rightward
course of his government. In recent
years he has sef out to create a clone of
the NSW machine In Victorla through
his Labor Unity faction. But he cannot
get the numbers unless he can smuggle
the NCC back in.

For its part the NCCIs happy with the
pro-boss polleles of the Hawke govern-
ment. It can see that It can pursue Its
objectives most effectively inside the
Party.

The fact that the NCC operates as an
agent of the capitalist class inslde the
labour movement has been well
documented In the book Pattern of
Decelt: The NCC and the Labor Move-
ment published by the Committee to
Defend the Victorlan ALP. Adopting
the same methods as CIA-front groups
in the US, the NCC has Infilirated un-
ions and sections of the Labor | Party to
swamp any signs of militancy and take
out key positlons.

In the 1850s the group took different
paths in Victoria and NSW. In Victorla
it promoted an open split. In NSW 1t
remained Inside the Party to selze con-

- trol of the central apparatus and create
the awesome machine Paul Keating
has now inherited.

Now that the DLP has collapsed, the
Victorlan wing of the NCC wants to get
back Into the actlon and imitate the
longer-term ‘‘success' of Its NSW
counterpart. Keating's ‘‘enforcer”
Sepator Graham Richardson has been
glven the asignment of pulling together
an effectlve, national Centre Unity fac-
tion behind Hawke and Keating.

The factlonal manoeuvres by the ex-
treme Right are causing concern
ameng the “‘moderate’” Right. Ha iy
Young, Walsh and Blewett have
responded by bullding thelr own
“iCentre Left” faction. Hayden has done
nothing te distinguish himself political-
ly from Hawke. He supported the
Keating budget. He supported the over-
turn of uranium mining policy. And he

Continued on page 16
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Hawke threatens
job losses

. have to have a longer view, being concerned not
merely for today’s jobs but tomorrow's children’

‘Australian people .

If 1983 was the year of the economic
summlit, then 1984 appears to have been
earmarked as the year of restructuring
Australlan industry.

Both initiatlves by the Hawke
Government have been portrayed as
major steps toward resolving the
economic crisls. Yet behind the raz-
zamatazz of a national consensus and
short-term sacrifices for long-term
benefits lles the same stark message—
the workers have to pay.

Debra Stewart, membsr of Marrickville
East (NSW) Branch

In the interest of national reconcilia-
tlon, the union movement last year was
required to forego a 9.1 per cent wage
catch-up, slgn a two-year no-extra
claims agreement and accept a wage
fixing system that in reality does not
fully compensate for Inflation

This year, in the interest of restruc-
turing, the union movement is being
asked to sacrifice jobs and make even
more concessions to employers

It may be cynical to ask why Bob
Hawke waited till he was a few thou-
sand kilometres away to announce the
formation of a Cabinet sub-committee
on restructuring policy, but it did little
10 bolster the image that Hawke's main
coneern is jobs for our children.

Hawke cited the 1983 Steel Plan as a
maodel for the type of restructuring that
Australlan Industry is required to make
to be more competitive and hence more
profitable.

Certainly, BHP's 116 percent jump in
profit for the half-yvear ending
November 30, 1983 attests to the success
of this plan for the employers. For BHP

emplayees, however, 11 has been a dif
ferent story.

Accordlng to managing director,
Brian Loton, increased consumer de
mand was only a small factor in the
steel division's $68 million profit. The
prime factor was cost containment and
ratlonalisation.

According to the February 6 Finan-
elal Review, over the past two-and-a
halt years, BHP's steel division has
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shed some 17,000 jobs. As a result
productivity has jumped from below
20 tonnes/worker/year 0 an average
of 234 tonnes

BHP has a long-term aim of a produe-
tivity of 350 tonmes and hopes that
greements’’ with unions will pave the
way for reaching that goal.

If this then is the model onm which
further restructuring of industry is to
be based, it seems a strange method of
job creation for future generations.

For the employers, however, this is
exactly the type of model that they
must follow to maintain their profits
new technology, efficlent work prac-
tices and resulting higher produetivity
are required to stay competitive

But this Is only part of the problem
facing Australlan industry. Hawke also
addressed another major problem on
his Aslan tour, that of markets. Return-
ing to the example of BHP, there is a
limit to the role that any recovery in the
domestic market can play In maintain-
ing profits.

International markels are also
needed. Hence the China deal for the
export of pig iron.

Tt appears, however, that for such
deals to be viable our export image has
to change to one of belng a reliable sup-
plier, So further concessions are fo be
demanded from workers in export-
oriented Industries around thelr right to
take industrial action which may dis-
rupt supplies.

In response to Hawke's “grand plan'
for industry, many sections of the
labour movement have unfortunately
fallen back on the old standby of calling
for protectionism. But in the current
economic climate, inefficlent
Australian Industries can no longer af-
ford to shelter behind tariff barriers.

Those enterprises that have not yet
embarked on some restructuring
program of thelr own be It wage culs,
retrenchments, new technology efe,
will soon be forced to in order to stay
competitive. It can only be naive to as-
sume that any profits gained through
protectionism would be used to main-
tain employment levels.

Acceptance of the Prices and In-
comes Policy by the union movement
has also left It in a weaker position ta
resist the conseguences of any major
restructuring program. In fact it was
the acceptance of this policy and the
restrictions it places on the union move-
ment which has allowed Hawke to em-
bark on this course.

There is a fundamental problem that
Labor Party members must address
Having worked for a Labor victory in
1983, we must now questlon whether the
economic strategy of that Government
is designed to benefit those whom
Labor is meant to represent.

We can accept the current sltuation,
or we can begin to develop economie
policies thaf pose solutions from the
viewpoint of benefiting workers.

To say that we musi accept economie

a phrase often heard in the
y, Is to say that we accepl that
BHP has the right to a massive profit
while thousands have lost thelr jobs. Do
we begin to challenge the vested in-
terests that control this society, or do
we say that they have the right to die-
tate economic reality lo us?
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The following is an interview
with Kevin Healy, a founding
member of the Socialist Left in Vic-
toria and editor of its journal Ac-

_tlon. He is also an alderman on

Fitzroy Council, The interview was
conducted by Paul White.

Question: Kevin, there s a great
deal of discussion in the ALP Left
at the moment, nationally, about
the need to develop an alternative
economic strategy- What's your
view of the general direction of this
discussion so far?

Answer: I think the discussion so
far has been encouraging in that it
has been held, There are some
problems with the document that
has come out of the national discus-
slon so far. There is a tendency to
accept the Accord. It makes the

olnt that wages have been a cause
of inflation, and I think there are
questions that we certainly have to
challenge and not accepl.

1guess in the ongolng discussions
we really have 1o resolve falrly
quickly, and as a first step, our at-
titude to the Accord, because if the
Left discussions are golng to
proceed on the basls that the Ac-
cord Is acceptable, then 1 don't
think they are really going to get
yery far. They may well come up
with some reasonable reformist
propositions, but Idoubt if they will
really get down o challenging the
system as such.

1 think it's pretty critical at the
start that the Soclallst Left reject
the Accord. It Is sensed as a so-
called left body accepting
something that is a wage restraint
measure, and I guess there has to
be a further understanding of what
wages are all about, because if
they are going t0 start making
statements like wages cause Infla-
tlon, I think it indicates that people
who write such things have no idea
of what wages are all about, and
what happens with wages in a
erisis.

Question: Do you think that
measures such as increased
protection, increased subsidies to
industry will help the manufactur-
ing sector, and therefore help the
workers In that sector. Do such
‘measures benefit the community?
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that wage rises cause in-
o you think that they
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dustries to recover fr

Well that's abselute
Look at the figures
ter of the Whitlam

rs in Sydney used industrial actlon io save jobs

unlons were going soft on wage
pushes. There was effectively a six

month period when there was no

wage push whatsoever, and yet in

the next quarter we went back to

the double digit annual inflation

figures. Wages hadn’t caused this.

Prices kept rising put wages had

nothing to do with that.

S0 what did cause the inflation?

It is part of the system. It is
endemlic to capitallsm. 1f wages
don’t increase at the same rate as
inflation at least, then workers are
going to fall behind in thelr stan-
dard of living.

And that’s what happened with
the Accord last year. We accepted
a 9.1 percent loss for the year and
over a three year period workers
nave In fact lost about 20 per cent.

In the United States {nflatlon has
been dropping recently. It actually
got down lo zero in one month. If in
fact it Is true that wages cause in-
flatlon, and Inflation causes un-
employment then clearly If infla-
tion is coming down une mployment
ought to be coming down. But at
the very time when US Inflation got
to zero, the experts in the Unlted
States (and there Is never any shor-
tage of experts in the United
States) were all predicting that un-
employment would not decrease,
and would In fact increase for a

continued on page 10
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dustries themselves simply can't
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are overproducing in certain
areas. Those factories ought to be
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‘have to start hitting the capitalist

causes. And we need to structure Now If the Government Is commit-
ted to eradicating unemployment it
useful. really ought to be changlng the
policies that just haven't worked. It
ought to be trying something else.
Policles that simply put more
amounts of wealth hidden away by  profits into the pockets of the
capltalists ‘will not improve the
employment situation, partieularly
in times of high technology.
There Is a massive need for a Question: You have probably
capltal gains tax, for wealth taxes heard about the Soclal Rights Cam-
in this country. Companles are Palgn which is opposing the Accord
paying less In taxes than they are and trying to develop a program of
struggle. It produced the Manifesto
of Social Rights and Is planning a
conference against the Accord in
Melbourne at Easter. What do you
think of this campaign?

things so that those people can feel
QObviously, In the tax area, you
much harder. There are massive

capltalists In Australla, and we
really do need an Inguiry to fish
that out.

gelting in handouts and perks of all
kinds. All those perks should be cut
back. I belleve we should reverse
the spending so that the bulk of
public spending goes to areas of
need for working people, and ob-
vlously you reverse the tax trend so
that the rich pay more.

Question: What about campaigns
for shorter hours?

Answer: That is obviously part of
what we need. It's really guite ob-
vious that we could get to the stage
where everyone works 20 hours per
week, we'd all have a job and
soclety would produce just what It
needs. If capitallsm s prepared to
admit that technology means less

workers are needed and and more %

can be produced more quickly then
a beneflt for working people ought
be much more lelsure time and an
abllity to enjoy that. At the mo-
ment methods of technology are
not being enjoyed, they are simply
creating poverty and misery and
unemployment.

Question: Do you think that at
the Branch level we can do much of
practical significance for workers
involved In industrial action?

Answer: I think that at this stage
we can ralse the debate around the
Accord, and argue that the ALP
should be opting out of it. At this
point we can start suggesting to
people that pretty strong measures
are required and for that to happen
then the Accord has to be thrown
out. And we have to start putting
forward some very positive alter-

natives which challenge capitalism
and which ultlmately will make
things better for the workers.

1 think we have to make people
more and more aware of the sorts
of reforms that this Government Is
not golng to carry out. Looking at
unemployment, the policles of the
Government are not going to help
because unemployment rates have
been going up for five or six years.
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Manifesto |
of Social Rights

Answer: I think {t's an excellent
idea. We will be contlnuing the
debate within the Soclalist Left and
I think that a conference where you
get a good number of unlonists
together with other political aec-
tivists in the labour movement will
help a lot. We can discuss pollcles
and how we can get them through
on a political level and how we can
make some publiclty so workers
wil be aware of these policies.

It Is really a pretty Important
conference and I would hope that a
lot of the things we have been talk-
ing about will be clarifled and
hopetully we can go forward to the
ultimate goal of working people
controlling their own lives.

Social Rights conference

A conference that will focus on
the need to develop a sirategy op-
posed to that of the Hawke
government's Prices and In-
comes Accord Is to be held in
Melbourne at Easter.

It Is being organised by the
Soclal Rights Campalgn which
has developed working commit-
tees In Sydney and Melbourne
and contacts in all States. This
campalgn ltsell developed from
the Inltiative of a meeting of un-
ion activists In Melbourne last
May. The groups have so far heen
responsible for the publication of
a Manifesto of Soclal Rights en-
dorsed by about 140 unien
delegates from all States and a
sprinkling of union officials up to

the level of State se(-rela[y‘ They

about the national wage
decision after the Arbitration
Commission announced the new
restrictions that would apply to
unions accepting the 4.3 per cent
rise.

Letters about the conference
have been sent out to a hroad
range of unlons and lahour move-
ment actlvists. They have also
been sent to many dilferent
wellare organisations.

These letters ask thelr
reciplents to sponsor the con-
ference and volunieer speakers
and toplcs for talks, panels, and
forums, They also appeal for
donatlons to help meet the cosis.

Those who wish to find out
more about this conferemce
should write to the Soclal Rights

Ign PO Box 363, Strawber-

also p a en-
titled ‘'Facts you should know

[t
ry Hills, NSW 2012,
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facllities. $8.5 milllon has been spent
dlrectly to create jobs for women but
the lack of adeguate childcare prevents
many women from fully particlpating
{n the workforce. Those who do so often
have to pay expensive fees and cope
with the problems of inadequate ser-
vices, where they exist at all.

The Women and Famllies workshop
took up thls Issue. Childcare was seen
as a right and not as just one more
welfare Issue. Resolutions were passed
demanding the setting up of childcare
progams under a planned approach.

Significantly, abortion was one
erucially important lssue for women
{hat was nelther mentioned by the
Prime Minister nor by Senator Susan
Ryan In her address. But the workshop
entitled ‘Our Bodles Ourselves’ dis-
cussed this lssue and mapped out a
natlonal campalgn to rescind the con-
selence vote at the July Natlonal
Conference.

Tt was also decided fo try to have in-
cluded in the Health Policy the sentence
“\Women's right to all forms of safe
cpntraception including abortion."
Conference also recommended to State
Labor Women's organisations that they
work towards the removal of all restric-
tlons on the right of all women fo access
to safe, legal abortion.

WELL 1 | WERE PREGNANT | CERTAINLY WOULGNT HAYE AN

In his address Hawke threw ouf a
challenge by saying “The Government
{s looking to this conference for an
authoritative statement of the contem-
porary needs and Interesis of women in
Australian soclety.”” He added that *. .

women's interests are as broad as
the natlon's interests.”

Delegates took up this challenge in
the discussions mentloned above and in
workshops on topies ranging from the
problems facing older women fo the ef-
fects of technological change. There
was discussion about the role of women
inside the unions and the ALP. The
majorlty of delegates considered that
the threat of war was one of the most
important areas to be discussed. The

Young Labor

At the fourteenth National
Conference of Australlan Young Labor
held in Sydney on February 4and 5, a
number of key lssues facing the
Australian labour movement were
diseussed—In particular, forelgn al-
falrs and defence, uranlum mining,
economic pollcy and Industrial rela-
tions.

Anne MeDonald, member of the Harrls
Park (NSW) ALP Branch and the
Chifley/Parramatta YLA.

. —

Most notable In the discusslons
around forelgn policy was the general
dissatistaction of the Conference with
the continued disregard shown by the
Hawke Government for adopted Party
policy.

Motlons were passed demanding that
“the Federal Labor Government reaf-
firm Labor Party policy In regard to
denying ald to Indonesia until Indone-
slan troops withdraw completely from
East Timor''; that the Labor Govern-
ment ““Implement ALP policy on Viet-
nam and restore ald to that country to
at least pre-1979 levels; and that “'this
Conference condemns the unilateral an-
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threat of nuclear annihllation was seen
as Inextricably linked with uranium
mining. And It was around this issue
that many delegates expressed their
hostility towards the Hawke Govern-
ment over Its approval for the Roxby
Downs mine.

In foreign affairs, Conference took a
strong stand in support of the rebel
forces in E1 Salvador. It called upon the
Federal Government to recognise the
FDR/FMLN In El Salvador as the
legitimate opposition group to the rul-
Ing military dictatorship.

In addition Conference decided to n-
volve Labor Women in every State
branch in the women's peace move-
ment.

takes on Hawke

nouncement by Bob Hawke about the
‘Inappropriateness’ of the policles (on
East Timor and Vietnam), made
without consultation with, and agalnsi
the wishes of the vast majority of ALP
members.”

The Conference took a strong stand
against Australla’ tles with U.S. im-
perialism. Adopted motlons critlcised
the ANZUS Alllance and the presence of
U.S. bases on Australlan soll, as well as
critielsing U.S. Intervention in Central
Amerlca and requesting the Govern-
ment to publicly condemn this U.S. ag-
gression.

There was flerce opposition to the
Government's moves which sell out
Party policy on the mining of uranium.
Conference called on the Government
“to stop all uranium mining in
Australla, both preseni and new con-
tracts, and that the ALP Natlonal
Conference rescind the Hogg Amend-
ment and make ALP policy totally antl-
uranium.” A further motion supported
the Involvement of the South Australian
Young Labor Assoclation in the coming
Roxby Downs blockade.

On the subject Economic and In-
dusirlal Relatlons, the key area of dis-
cusslon was the questlon of the ALP-
ACTU Prices and Incomes Accord. The

1983 NSW Young Labor Conference
adopted a report that fully condemned
the Accord, seeing It as merely another
form of wage restraint. However, at
this Conference, the motlon put up by
the NSW YLA, which stated that “any
package deals such as the Prices and
Incomes Accord which can be used as a
wage cutting mechanism should be con-
demned as an attempt to make
Australlan working people pay for the
economic recession,” was defeated.
Instead, a much more amblvalent mo-
tlon was passed supporting the concept
of the Accord but calling on the Govern-
ment to malntain wage levels

However, alongside this motlon, and
in contradictlon with it, two other mo-
tlons were passed In thls sesslon. One
called on the Hawke Government to
nationallse BHP and place It under
workers control. The other stated that
the ALP should ‘‘lmplement a
programme whereby central control of
the key Industries would pass from
private ownership to workers and
government control."”

Untll such contradlicilons are
resolved the clear soclallst thrust of
these latter motlons will be undermined
by the class collaborationist, antl-
waorker pollcies of the Accord.
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Sydney march
revolutionary forces trying to overthrow the Government of
Nicaragua. And it has stepped up its own military interven
“tlon In the region.

The Hawke government has done nothing to promote a
negotiated solution and has failed to criticise the Reagan Ad.
ministration for deepening the cr isis. Instead Hawke has
&tated that he "understands” U.S. policy objectives in a
region he considers to be part of their sphere of influence.

3) Vietnam. Pariy policy on Indo China contains the follow
Ing unequivocal commitment to the restoration of aid to
Vietnam:

“'The Government should resume its commitment to the
tWo aid projects in Vietnam suspended in January 1979, We
Should also resume cultural exchanges so as o promote
Ereater understanding between our countries.”

Yet Hayden has linked the restoration of aid to Vieltnam to
the dernand for the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from
Kampuchea. He knows that the Vietnamese troops remain
InKampuchea al the behest of the Heng Samrin government
and he knows that their withdrawal could lead to the return
to power of the U.S.backed Pol Pot. Before being
overthrown by Kampuchean and Vietnamese forces Pol Pal
theaded a Government that was responsible for the exter
minatlon of an estimated 3 mi| people.

Hayden claims to follow an ‘‘even-handed” policy in
zegard to Kampuchea. Yet on his recent visit to Singapore
e invited the anti-communist forces to sel up information
‘offices in Australia, No such recognltion has been extended
10 the Heng Samrin Government

At the forthcoming National Conference the left will seek
10 reaffirm policies like those listed above. Hopefully they

- WL also ralse new Issues such as Australia’s military and

etonomic aid to the crumbling Marcos regime in the Philip-
es.

‘Bul the Hawke supporters will argue that the government

" must be allowed to adopt a 'pragmatic’’ approach to foreign

* policy. They will point out that this involves defending the

fiean alllance and protecting Australla’s trading rela-

if you accept their basic premise that the primary
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L :
TOS,NN‘ Uit
ENT_

]

responsibility of the Government is to revive the capltalist
economy, you can't argue with their conclusions.

Australian capitalists have their investments and trade to
protect. A significant number of companies have operations
in the free trade zones where they can exploit cheap labour
and bring their profits, tax free, back to Australia,

Australian imperialists support the reglmes, like those in
South Korea and the Philippines, that set up the free trade
zones and create favourable conditions for imperialist in-
vestment. They naturally oppose the growth of Influence of
the Vietnamese revolutlon and of anti-imperialist struggles
in the region

Australian capitalists also have investments and trade In
other parts of the world. They co-operate with other such In
vestors to defend the interests of iImperlalism throughout the
world.

From this point of view the milltary pact with the Uu.s.
be seen as part of Australla’s foreign policy. The ANZUS
Treaty and the US ba help to safeguard the interests of
imperialism. Austral participation, with the U.S and
New Zealand, in the wars In Korea and Vietnam
demonstrated the real purpose of the alliance between these
countries. A consistent anti-imperialist policy must oppose
It

But the Hawke Government has been consistently pro-
capitalist and therefore pro-imper lalist. From their point of
view, Hawke and Hayden can easily justify their departure
from the Party's foreign policy.

The real challenge for the Left Is to develop an alternative
strategy. This implles more than taking progressive stands
on this or that issue. It involves active support for the
revolutionary struggles in Central America and for national
liberation struggles in the Middle East, Asla and elsewhere
It means confronting Australian imperialism and promating
a sociallsi, noncapitallst course In this country. And it
means fighting for the ALP in Government lo implement
such an approeach.

The implications of this for domestic polle fes will be ex
plored in future articles in this ser les




Letft eurrent will only be

ons If it ean Promote

n effectively defend ex

‘Standards and project

tegy for winning

also take up the ques.

democracy In all strye.
ent,

of the approach of ox.

. They have failed to

Ive strategy and they

to play the Right

the numbers game.

(i?;nmmee Is a

s, policles are

from those of the

intalns a narrow,
ure.

many of the unions
Left around the

edicare

e is a welcomed policy in-
the Hawke Labor Government.
are for the majority of
had become an expensive
ng ltermn after seven years of

dismantling of the old

Wynter, member of Darlingtan
SW| ALP Branch, member of the
ated Metals Foundry and
s Union

least all Australians have ac-
hospital care and visits to
‘practioners without having to
if there is enough money in
nk to pay for it.
e had to fulfil this election
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s not free. Workers have to pay
one per cent of their income.
extra cost of the scheme will
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free and universal health scheme
2 Labor Government but it's not
'e're getting.
Ispute between the Australian
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ter for Health, Neil Blewett, has
d'to overshadow the real benefits
lew scheme. The AMA has again
ts hyprocrisy towards patients.
concern is to defend the enor-
Incomes of some of its members.
tting that this organisation should
a former leader of the Liberal
ty In Victoria, Dr Lindsay
pson, as its president
entirely correct for Blewett to In-
“that charges are made to the
lists for the use of hospital staff
quipment.
[initlal proposals for the limit on
's' incomes of 862,500 was falsely
nted in the media, It did not
iclors’ incomes since many are
d at several hospitals. The
s' Reform Soclety certainly
the terms were generous.
, in the face of the huge
ity campaign run by the AMA,
Mt has retreated. The contracts
‘be extended to speclalists on
practice, other than diagnostic
The old agreement will
ospitals until July 1. It is ex-
sults of an inguiry into the

ates to varlous
None promote dis-
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1t Is the failure of
hin the ranks of
lent to promote
and Internal
110 the situation

* and block the
the Party. But
-term solu-

ent with a

private practice in public

makes a start

hospitals, in which the AMA has reluc-
tantly agreed to particlpate, will then
be ready.

However obviously the efflclency of
Medicare is severely limited by
hospital closures and massive cutbacks
in staffing rations and numbers of beds.
Because of {nsufficlent funds to publie
hospitals, long queues already exist.
They are expected to get worse as peo-
ple who weren't covered before, at-
tempt to get treatment.

In NSW alone it is estimated by the
Nurses' Union that 1500 extra nurses
will be needed to cope with the load.

Unless the financial situation of the
hospitals Is reversed many people will
be forced into the grasping arms of
private heatrh insurance companies.
This is particularly true for people with
a long-term illness or the elderly. Even
people who need an operation that Is not
urgent will have to resort fo private in-
surance as there Is mo possibility of
treatment in the near future with the
way public hospitals are functioning
now.

If Medlcare was operating effectively
these private insurance schemes would

wither on the vine. They already
recelve a large subsidy from the
Government to fill out their bulgeing
profits; $100 million a year, - ¥
Another flaw in the whole scheme 18
the tralning of specialists. Government
Intervention in this area {s desperatély
needed. The present arrangement
whereby the number of doctors becom®
ing speciallsts is decided by the
speclalists themselves |s open to abuse.
Numbers are deliberately limited so
that they can ask for, and get, enors
mous fees for their services. This is how
the AMA is able to blackmall the
Government A
Another area of unbridled profiteer,
ing is that of the pharmaceutical com-
panies. It would be interesting to knaw
Just how much is paid out of Govern-
ment funds to these multinational cors
porations. A Labor Government should
be attempting to set up its -own
manufacturing of pharmaceutical
products, at least the commonly used
medicines. ‘ Sy
Obviously there are many problem
areas the Governmen! hasn’t even
touched. Medicare is a start but much
more needs to be done.

WATCH HIM , HE'LL
UNPERCUT You
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for many working class people.

(TUC), Len M
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IVan. shop staward in the Union of Construction
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steel, ship-
s sackings.
areas such
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Plesseys ana the Mereury consortium. Such is the drive

el they want to privatise the state-owned arma
ctories and naval shipbuilding yards. g

as gas
Plesseys es like GEC,

Local Government

Alr
;“g’"s"hﬁﬂizn are unemployed yet the Torles are plan-
dninxmm Tl mTe:;geI:ule. Thelr target in the coal in
iR e Iocal government and central
e e nnl:m%u.mmd measure in the hundreds
metropolitan auihorities S = e larce
pool, Glasgow, covering the big cities like Liver
: Bﬂwmlmﬂm"mn {he Greater London Coun
the area of loos) Ken Livingstone.

1o cut Jobs but alsa to m;lénmznl et & aim < no jus:
tightly contralieq w;‘l‘ © the traditional systemn with one
Britian local authorities wo centralised Civil Service, In
Theiing i Ul & vast range of services
planning, environemntal contral, s L syl 05, POUsing
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. 4l “ el

Councils to provide some ek 1y ol local Libnur-controllc-}i
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e post World ! appear. There is
Eeform program that is o fg;}‘gﬂ Labour Government's

. Their

 the axe., [
g n every way the
boven o528, stk g et oncoce
ars and the leadershy,

are down to their
movement Is in retreat, p of the labour

The Tory viet
the Torjes a OrY al the May 1933 Ge
getting less ;::',’;"l‘;u 1helr Parllamentary pg ocH0n Bave
Portanly 1 opushanqCILOf the votes cast) oy peocs (S
return to B P: ’, 0 ore im-
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ety oot coulon hrelta o
antL.union laws t;?x:ys tagja;m the Torge "?:’p:;ea ]Tmuem
working class r no 10 spr Peclally their
Brovide leaders:ﬁ;[:':zgﬁ ai'hm‘“’"'-'?:&":k‘i organise
lmk;n? the Torles ang lhetye::; Eroups of w"'l:ke:se:ﬁz
niral political .
Torles too much strat i
Go » and hope for a ! 1o provoke
vernment. Even the rising le“lll‘u:.c!ku;:lum of a Lah;h..ﬁ
‘mployment were
union [
el ik, aders wh
ki out the Calagtan L ahous Govergaichs (o blar for
laws ne Campalgn agal 979. With
Ver went beyond a loosely %m!he Tqry:m Pinies
on, full of
Onvince rank-

Sworkers sacked from a closed shop to sue employers for
- damages. It also threatened legal action against any
‘employer who allowed a union
Sless B0 per cent of the workers expre
" favour in a secret ballot

ners In 1974, the ruling class has realised that its
ey towards the unions and the working class needs to
rnore carefully thought out |
fitish workers have experienced a wide ramge of |
ment-Initiated programs designed to cut wages.
have ranged from soclal contracts and incomes
joles to straight out jailing of strikers.

strategy

om these experlences the current Torles have drawn
conclusions:

laws that outlaw strikes and other forms of union action
pen the way for workers to openly defy the state. If they
enough support this can cause a political crisis, like that
h brought down the Heath Government; and
‘a1l previous laws and soclal contracts have relied too
wily on union leaders being voluntary police of the union

vement.

80 current Employment Minister Tebbitt, following the |
ih of his predecessor Prior, has decided on a policy of
emming in the union movement with a wide range of laws,
particularly aimed at breaking down the closed shop.

S Prior brought In a law to make it easier for non union

to proclaim a closed shop un-
ssed an opinion In

One device of the Prior Employment Act of 1980 was to
fake the TUC's voluntary code of restricting pickets to six
per factory gate and give it the force of law. But Prior was
not considered tough enough and when Tebbitt replaced
him, a new Employment Act was drawn up The various
elauses of this law are stlll being enacted and they go much
further than the earlier law
Tebbitt’s law means picketing is only allowed at the
workplace or factory where the dispuie started or the
workers work. Therefore no secondary picketing is allowed.

Strikes are only legal (le the employer cannol sue for
are about wages

damages, for compensation, etc) If they

and conditlons of work; any strike that is about another dis-
pulte, or about a ‘“political” matter makKes the union open to
elvil clalms and injunctions

Where an injunction is granted by a cou
action (strikes, overtime bans etc) a refusa
junction makes the union funds open to fines,
tion (legal theft).

All elosed shops will become illegal after November 1384
unless a ballot has established the required level of support
{80 per cent). This will apply to some shops that have been
closed for many years

The new Tory laws are designed to frighten the union
c s within

rt against union
1 to obey the In-
and sequestra-

leaders and force them 1o curtail workers’ sIruggle:
the bounds of the new legality. This turns industrial rela-
tlons Into a confrontation between unions and judges, thus

obseuring the role of the employers.
Labor Militant, March 1954

Len Murray

It was this legislation that lald the basis for the court in
junction that ended the telecommunications englneers’
strike against privatisation and which laid the basis for the
Warrington print boss, Eddie Shah, to use Injunctions
against both the journallsts’ unlon (the NUJ) and the
printworkers’ union (the NGA). This led to the seizure of the
NGA's assets worth $18 million, and a fine for the union of
over $500,000 for disobeying a court order to stop mass
picketing. It was this law that saw a British Labour Party
member, Robert Maxwell, win an injunction against the big-
gest print unlon (SOGAT).

The Tory laws alm te restrict unions to house rained
bargaining outfits. It is (ronic, to say the least, that Thatcher
can still claim to be a supporter of Solidarnosc in Poland

TUC sells out

On December 12, 1983, it became clear the Torles have
picked the Achilles heel of the union movement by putting
pressure directly on the officials. For that was the date on
which the TUC sold out the struggle at Warrington againsi
the new laws.

After mass plckets had been organised fo stop the scabb-
ing operations of Eddie Shah, the national newspapers in
Fleet Street were struck for two days. The NGA appealed to
the TUC for support and won the endorsement of & TUC sub.
committee. Bul then Murray called an emergency meeting
of the General Council to prevent any support being glven,
and he won by a vote of 29 to 21. The NGA was stabbed In the
back and the courts were given the endorsement of the top
trade unlon federation.

Murray hoped that this back-down would convince Tebbitt
not to proceed with the Implementation of further laws. But
Instead he will be encouraged to proceed with his plans
which include a law to determine how unions will elect thelr
national executlve committees and some of their officers;
provisions to foree a ballot In unions remaining affiliated to
the British Labour Party; and use of secret ballots io deecide
on strike action.

continued from page 20
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\be-lvanov affair

'_w evidence against ASIO

Joan Coxsedge

he following is an interview
th Joan Coxsedge, 8 prominent
mber of the Socialist Left in Vie-
and MLC. She is the ¢ author

a book about secret police_in
alia Rooted in Secrecy. The
erview was conducted by
lhana Mohideen, member of the
ton (Vic) ALP branch. A se-
part of the interview will ap-
in the next issue of Labor Mili-

1 w W W

~ Question: What would you say overall
t the charges made againsi David
3

er: The main thing Is, and this
s agreed to by the Attourney-
'l Gareth Evans and others, that
d not committed any offence
ever charged with anything.
whole Royal Commission was
around finding ouf whether or not
ernment had acted properly in
him access to the ministers.
¢ linked to the expulsion of
Iplomat Valery Ivanov and that
ed fo the global campaign

dilitant, March 1984

agalnst Soviet personnel.

“Australia just fell into line with other
capitalist countrles on this.

It Is interesting If you look at what
happened in Britain, there was a Soviet
diplomat expelled prior to our expul:

1on of Ivanov. Looking at the the two

cases you find an uncanny
resemblance: both diplomats even had
the same name, Ivanov!

So, 1 reiterate, such sensationalism
was part of a global campalgn of anti-
Sovietism, and we fell Into line with it.

In one sense, you could say that the
1).8. Central Intelligence Agency got a
double whammy effect In Australia.

Not only could they chuck out a Soviet
diplomat who they could claim was a
KGB agent, but they could implicate a
senlor Labor flgure as well.

n fact, It's quite blatant when you
read the transeripts of the Commission,
when the Head of ASIO. Harvey
Barnett, was interviewed and €ross-
examined, he came out and admitted
that he had met with the Prime
Minister and discussed thelr optlons.

They could kick out Ivanov quletly, or
they could make a great big hoo-ha
about it

Of course the optlon ASIO wanted
was to make a big fuss, because ASIO
was always being attacked for never
naving found a spy, i all the years that
they have operated.

The whole thing was disgusting from
start 1o finish, in that 1t was nothing but
a witch-hunt. TR E

The implications are very serlous for
all Australlans, particularly for
political activists.

The witch-hunt was an attack on the
basic democratle rights of freedom of
assoclatlon, and freedom of speech.

Question: Do you think that the Royal
Commission and the outcome actually
puts ASIO in a stronger position now;
that it has helped to legltimise ASIOY

?

. 1 think so, but the polnt s,
that we Knew about Justice Hope and
his love for secret agencles, from his
first Royal Commisslon.

Any government that sets up a Com-

ission and appeints a Royal Commis-
sioner does so with its own alms o

mind.
1n other words, they set up particular
terms of reference and somebody to

head It, to bring down the result that

they wanted.
This time they certainly got what
they wanted. I was able to predict inmy
Hard Facts a few months ago what the
result would be. 1t was almost word-for-
word.

It was clear from the terms of
reference and the fact that Hope was

appointed, that he would say exactly
what he did. It was a falt accompli,
right from the word go.

There was confirmatlon of
everything that we have ‘been saying
about ASIO for years; that they operate
on the basls of smear; that they use In-
nuendo as hard evidence; that they
base their assessments of people on a
very flimsy level.

The C ‘mmission may have
strengthened ASIO somewhat in the
sense thal more people may feel It Is
necessary, but on the other hand, a lot
more informatlon is now avallable to
expose them and confirm what we= have
peen saying. And this time the evidence
1s out of thelr own mouths.

Things that Barnett and other ASIO
officers sald to 1he Commission were
very useful and Interesting In that
respect.

Question: Would ASIO have con-
sldered using an affair like this to try to
discredit the ALP before the elections?

Answer: I don't think that you can
lump the whole ALP in the one category
here, because ASIO Is always, above
all, out to get at the Left.

1 don’t think that ASIO would be all
that unhappy about this Labor Govern-
ment, because the Governmeni has
shown itself to be quite supportive of
secret agencles.

In fact, the Labor Government 1n-
{tiated much of this; the Hope Commis-
sion and the problems that Coombe
faced were initiated by the Govern-
ment, rather than ASIO.

Of course ASIO was right In there
swinging, and its rale was brought aut
in the course of the whole farce.

But senior Government figures have

to take a great deal of the responsibillty
for the whole affalr, which was very
damaging for the Labor Party as
whole.
I can't see that ASIO waould be all that
unhappy with this Government,
pecause they Were glven s0 much sup-
port in the Coombe-IvanoV eplsode.

When the Natlonal and Internatlonal
Securlty Committee of t binet
(NIS) was established very early In the
plece, only days after the vernment
was elected, owed the high priority
that the Prime ‘Minister glves to thls
sort of thing.

The NIS, which represented Cabinet
and mot Caucus, must have rubber-
stamped lot of decisions,
when the Coombe matter was
the commitiee had already ma
something like 300 decisions, 1n only six
weeks or 0.

Just what were these decislons, who

continued on page 2
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e the origj
let him afc‘[ﬂ 1 ta

Were riddled
bt n": led

ng article axa mines the way Marxists in the
Jour movement responded to World War |
ight previous articles in a series entitled
Labor that were published in Socialist Fight
jalist Fight containing previous parts o'.,me
OV. You only a made availabls by writing to Labor Militant
Dt : i T ve \[\ Broadway NSW 2007.
q -1t clas in the series showed how Labor's sup-
@ White Australia Policy. the Fisher Labor
t's introduction of compulsory military train
joung men aged 14 and over and support far
had led to W.M. Hughes becoming Prime
915.
afforts to introduce censcription during the
8 Labor Party and resulted in the downfall ot
Government and its replacement by an anti-
tion.
made two attempts to introduce conscription
failed and the anticonscription campa
galvanise opposition to the we Anti-war
in Victoria formed the Militant Propagandists
abour Movement, which described itself as &
arnity of class conscious me mbers of the ALP
unions.”

a
Just talked

oL
| be cleared
high and

* * *

;T‘ st 14, 1914, a shot from the gun
onalist rang around the world. The a
juke Ferdinand of AustrlaHungary It p
lists with a pretext for launching brut:
of colonles. And this, In
ovement.
the War successive

alled
galns

untries.
ber 1915, a meetlng wa in Zimmerwald,
of those few leade: old International
malntained their opposition to imperialist wart
umber was depressingly mall—only 42 in all
I Fimmerwald.
he Intel

ignored.
t nelther the obstruction by the ALP bureaucracy
shl

naged 10 prev ent the
b ifesto from
he Victorian Sociallst

jelous war-time censorship m
ald conference’'s antl-w
 the hands of Marxists In

e esto in leaflet form,
t as a ‘‘clarlon ¢ OSE UP THE RANKS™
kers' movement. VSP actlvists made sure It was
those In the Militant Pro of the
ment and the Labor Party [tself.
clsed the weaknc of the Z
[} pointed out that 1t d
ment as to the methods &
dld not expose r
International W had

lac any ‘'t
fighting against the
of the opportunist

supported their own

1

»

. Yel he recognised that it would
hose who wanted to maintain thelr
d so he put his name to it.

The Manifesto certainly helped members of the VSP to
play a blg role In galvanising opposition to the War in t
country, In Soclallst Political Tactlcs, 1800—1920, Tan
Turner has sald ‘', . . It was from the Victorian members
of the Federal ‘Parliamentary Labor Parly and the
Melbourne Trades Hall Council that the first serious opposi-
tion 1o conseription, the first guestloning of the war, Came-—
and this was largely the result of the persistent activity of
the members and supporters of the VSP within the Parly
and the unions."”

At the 1916 Victarlan Conference of the Political Labor
Counell (early name for Labor Party), the founding
secretary of the Militant Propagandists of the Labour Move-
ment, Jack Cosgrove, moved the following: “That In the
event of any attempt on the part of the ‘authorlities to in-
troduce conseription in any form, Conference recommen
ta all unions an Potitlcal Labor Counell hranches that they
reply by & general strike cessatlon of industry-'"

continued on page 4

n




Labor History
the debate the Ballan Branch put T TH l I s
mm!l;i:ﬁ put forward an The motive force behind this resolut ISW
|‘1’nn‘ version which was later to become a popular for- radlcal grouping known as “‘the 1m']1.|str~lallcl':;1|si'r'I &?:‘n : |‘|‘-k‘ :
mula dealt fure artlele, However, in Victoria the cqy

“That this Conference disbelle Ml
Bl L ves In conscription of men vassing and organlsing neces
i W%Wﬁ;ﬁga:mm that every effort Ismade |  Wwas done by e N p..ff.‘;{n'}:éﬂiﬁé.h S o thraugy
Barllkentary Tl B an members of the Federal At the same Victorlan Conference the Militants narrow.
T R e talled (by T0votes o 6) o tle the Branch to & position of <.,
T, Mot eocetetul motion, put forward by J, MeNell and t for an immedlate peare “wil gy
e ';v;ﬂ'm Union, read: emnities.’" B i or
e utely pledges ftself to e tact Milita
P S e an;nd'maﬂn el B R 720l Tossons 1o
canelates i somtest (ho tary medate gellon fa:sefect ‘The group had some prominent trad
{Barllameniary) members who vole In g obmoallon o) g E:ﬂ[;bﬂ‘i but f never resiricted iself 1o B
; ough “afficlal’” channel i
Although not as stron, g about winnin els, It was also serious
tion provi £ as Cosgrave's motlon, this resolu- € support for Its ldeas amon -2
D feﬂ a good basis for bullding the antl.o esolu- msz::rs. g rank-and-file

hes' repressive laws, Introduced under the

“de[endl.ng nallo%al securl For example, in !' i j “t ¥ y

fhey urged members to sp out against the | @™ iy

4l Assoclatlons Act. ’ weo JANNALY

180 campalgned to shift the economic burden for the . 4

i from workers to the capitalist class. In 1918 the

{ decided to boost the profits of the private ship
panles by putting all shipyard workers on plece
hourly) rates. The Militants condemned this as
hich *swells the ranks of the unemployed and is

‘detrlmental to the interests of the workers."" They

that any new ship-building scheme should be

d under the sole control of the trade union move-

[he interests of the State and thus asslst to defeat un

"

ent.

Ir meeting on July 28, 1918 the Militants decided to
the Government to purchase food and clothing for
ployed, and for this to be distributed under trade

ontrol. Naturally, they did not expect Hughes to ac.

o two weeks later They resolved that

nise any movement fo seize food
e among the starving unemployed
v

ar adopted by the group on July -

‘ment.
The Milltant Prop; 1917
agandists als urged members to ,
e Februaty 1917 overthrow SE gl O e S TR
sslon about h ption {le workers by gC con ~ unl
resolved to publiclse and win s r0P, the war, Th elng forced Info the
proposal win support for the anti-way hip army through such a request, s
now - ".,f,,&"“ Wworkers, peasants, and soldier:a?ml'war peace resolutions pﬁsged at the A and In favour of the fls body join or orgal
erganlsed In ihelr own counells, the Soviets. | | e coee ustralian Labor Party’s 3 nd distribute sam
The tacties used by the Milifants were very different 1o thers S;el}!lne lotoal_r B
ps mpact of the Militants ¢

udged

an be bes

A model motion was dr:
of the Militants 1o be nses i hh o e May 12, 1917 m
Pl used In 7 el those of
m'.'gimt ihis B, LlEs e A i t‘t‘l'!“fllzdh“s?h:mggrohg of the Werld (Wobblies) who : t the C sealth Censor who made a
aﬁﬁ!ﬂl’ﬁﬂt with -(lzlaihj;[rg,:a!m}i&";‘r movement Is in entire g’aﬂ;b]‘y Pﬂ“';lglﬂﬂ but, ln;un:lr;:§|glz b“,;?fg"“ ite un of f:ganrrct:p'iir:gell{:rrnr:ﬁnxip?m;;d:r;g mrmhm\ May
nﬂfeg,:,tf’ ](s"‘”em in R"“mhezf‘f.,’;?’ and Soldlers Eeliuﬁmﬁr&é&f{wﬂfﬁ!ﬁﬂathh_and ulir;i]eggal;ﬁ]:?l . : The Censor's report for the week ending September
] oy any convene a Peace | Miltants in the eariy period of tho s Wobblies and the  remarks with some Alanh’ | she appears lobe e :
Trade Unlons ch the paign. The Militants In V| od of the antlconseription cam- k fay F'rancis is on the war path again. =1 ppears to
. Central not prepared ctorla claimed the Wi 5 lnder the impression that her mission in life is to agitate on
1o take risks obblles were test burning guestion in the labour mov ement. arc on
ment 1s a

There |s no doubt that this peace move

& and growing menace.
It may be set down as one of the reasons for the )
off 1n recruiting and if allowed to continue this can
ng of the loyalty of the

‘esull in the extensive underminir
ih

In the various State:
sto Yet when Huj fo build the ms
ighes tried to undermin, ovement there,
e the whole movemen
t

delezat, 2 nt should grant
& from Australia to such a ('%:I a free Dy framing up tielve members of the Wobb) e oy
ydney on

0
The Mlitants also d
ecided 1 ference.”
the antl-working class Natlonails, famur oy oty 04 (Orce g:ﬁ:’?ﬁﬁfﬁ’%’;ﬁ to burn the clty down, the Ml
ce, s tants

atulate thy
S forward the Wobblles' case ;:%'egjslgl‘:\mghlats Pltting

Russian workers of Billy
on_thef
g an end fo the War on the Mg:\msfﬂyn’aﬁa&ﬁ?“‘ ted these to
v they helped ory
anise a “monster

ha in nis report for the week ending July 14, 1918 he
: This year's large antl-nuclear demonstratiTaﬂg

d in most centres on April 15,

oo much licence

emniies.”
in both NSW and demonstration”
by Victoria on the Yarra B;
::;.m;u,?;md effort by :E:n):dg‘:sv‘v‘g::ﬁ' "d i j]'-l‘;}'“‘:";:I'lm\llrrm {,:I;’tgle Telease of o g séems possible to give such people t
congratulating the Russmnr:rﬁ of the The Militants al:ﬁ'p 1 £0 been in- in the case of Miss Francis and her Militants, leniency are to be held 1
o W of Czarism " ers on | war activists In the 1 8 i E2nst ihe reprass| : 1l appear to have been mistaken for weakness slogans will focus on such things as opposition fo
E Party in suppor! of Tom Moeser ey sor !l s [ ranois has recorded the winding up of the Militants 1 US bases and uranium mining. Many solidarlty
gprhonmﬁﬂruguwﬁmw %uWobb]&';];:én amaelnﬁitl?ﬁ' | - organisations will organise contingents focusine
ano e L  the Labour _

Bbs (leader of the 11,5, Soclaliot port CO0Y) 8nd Eugene e Labowt | on particular struggles. Undoubtedly the
ean tha rof. | themes of Central America and the Middle East

untries in- the M1 T
onference o the exgc':ﬂ?nl’:;‘!!ﬁ(wmmedm arally :ﬂnll’l;'n{: g::iu;ﬂ}lzr 1918 | ] ;
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R lm“ 5 “J:f’ﬁﬁiﬂl Jeft Brisbane: Ibert
% s & som 1 S ]
: %&nglhlnlir:em?%g:‘rw dgazﬂcal:s“m ‘e value of militancy not 11am, Roma St Forum. Mach to Alber
.~ based upu'n a better understanding of M‘ikwmf r\‘:a;]s Park Sound Shell
founded Labor

" problems and ideas, and felt the ne sanbi .

L iy s paeds and overcome {he Weaknesses Canberra: Y

) thgael::m‘:en?‘tﬁgiﬁllilan‘r‘sdj:;\nn$|raterj » for a variety of 2pm, Russell Hill {Xus"ﬂllan
e the Milltant Propagan ‘Amerlclan War Memorial

s the resolutions ;n_n
en flamboyant In thelr Melbourne:
LR relained | Marches converge at the corner of
gl Bourke and Swanston Sts. Marches

begin 1pm

" reasons and in these circumstanc
dists ended their brief existence
propaganda show, they were oft

" language. Though they worked as ¢

3 gelr ?\gnlal freedom and each me

- himself.' . show., the

12 [ o modest. As his study has tried 10 sho e
work of the Militant Propagandists W N;‘}.‘,’,‘:\'E:{]r‘;nﬁg“{hu " Perth:

E.}’:s':;“;;:f;:g‘ﬂ;;,;:";;ﬁ‘,yﬂ:ﬂ‘. er shirked ok n botn | 1pm Kings Park main entrance. March
wings of the labour movement—indusirisl ang poltical, | ‘o Supreme Court Gardens

And the Militants did not just (afil :-p;u-; ak ! ?,‘{nﬂ‘? g{ ‘m:, S

. war. A number of them became ounding Ao - e
Communist parrf;. of A':.stmnu. including May Francls and 1pm ﬂyde Park South. March to Do
her eompanion Bob Brodney. main

n leading the an

The role of these people
campalgn cannot be under-estimated.

ticonscription

¢ Militant, March 1981




central america

U.S. invasion plans

The following article is taken from
the Fehfnnl;.igﬂlruh issue of
Venceremos, tin of the Commit-
tees in Solidarity with Central America
and the Caribbean and is based on a
report presented to the North West
regional conference of the U.S. Com-
mittee in Solidarity with the People of
E'ﬁ.‘w (CISPES) on December 10

'iﬁieperlnd up to the March

military threat te the Nicaraguan
Government.

ent.

The Salvadoran military was
reported to be making significant gains
al retaking the tactical initlative of the
war because of the apparent success of
“Operalion Well Being ’in San Vincente
province. operation was modelled
after the CORDS program in Vietnam
which combined military occupation of
an area with a soclal reform program

25 presidentlal elections in El Salvador
will be one of major escalation of the
U.S. war in Central America, a time
when the threat of direct intervention
by the United States will be at lts peak.
E{E s in part to developments

El Salvador but also reflects
domestic concerns, Until the L.S.

in N -

1984, United States policy will be
formed within the framework of the
Reagan re-election campalgn. There
are five major lendencies that point
'x:ward“me 1Ik%|:wod of adirect U.S, [n-

Tvention in Central A

m; e el merica before
- 1. The FMLN In El Salvador Is gain
ing stremgth and the Salvad% 3
m;lit_?{ylé x;ear collapse; i
. The United States has det
that there is litile hope for a ;Tl.illli':ﬂ
and economic solution to the crises in
Central America due to internal divi-
‘sion within the Salvadoran Government
and army and the very existence of the
zagguau revelution;
. process of militarisation of the
{;ﬁlﬂm and specifically the militarisa.
of Honduras has reached a high
larlzgid;jvelopmem -

1. litary structures in Centr: 1
America have been centralised anad
rationalised. This Is exemplified by the
reformation of CONDECA (Central
Mﬁzce a%m};-l].a Ppro-U.s,

C em,; ondura d

Salvador), the upgradi Y
Southern perading of the U.S.

ved to create a con-
| opening for direct Interven.

I clear that U.S. policy has

- by the military. EugtT the
operation was only able to make gains
during a short period while the FMLN
was regrouping its forces and has been
in disarray since September when the
FMLN began to intensify its military
a::_g:rl!les.i 5
e period from September 5,

has been one of rapid advance l’:;glahsé
FMLN. In the 40-day Peace,

In Nicaragua, the Contras are
shifting tacties, moving from guerrilla
warfare to major attacks on strategic
economic targets. This shift reveals
two major factors: 1) the Contras know
that they don't have the capacity to
challenge the Sandinista armed forces;
2) the CIA is now directly involved in
the actual execution of the Contra at-
‘tacks.

These ralds have caused severe
problems to the Nicaraguan economy.
Ralds on ofl installations destroyed 3.6
million gallons of fuel plus crucial in
frastructure for unloading, processing
and transporfing ofl. This combined
with other acts of economic sabotage
such as the bombing of the Managua
airport represents a real threat to the
:ﬁcmguu soclety, but not directly to

eac
Independence and Liberty for El
Salvador, 1,050 casualties were in-
flicted on Government froops by the
FMLN. Since then, the level of the of-
fensive has deepened and all sources
say that the army is falling apart.

he Go! =

The Nicaraguan Government |s
strong both politically and militarily
and the Contras have failed In their
primary objectives of either holding a
Dplece of ground inside Nicaragua or ral-
lying a base of popular support.

“It is the hour for unity of ac-
tion."”” These are the wordévol S::-
dinista leader Daniel Ortega in
response to the growing threal of a
U.S, invasion of Central America,

CISCAC is calling for an im-
mediate EMEergency campaign to
];:ilg a:-e\;:nt that invasion or to

€ the est possibl
llsnd wluengft ncfn?rs‘ i

N a national scale prepar:

have already been m:dapror?‘iou

® Protest pickets at U.S, con-
sulates or other prominent loca.
tions on the day after an invasion;

® Demonstrations for the Satur-
day follawing any invasion:

® Meetings of activists to he cal-
led at the earliest possible fime to
pl:nlpﬂggler activities;

e immediate production of
leaflets and posters to explain the
?lmilr.l:mn and te advertise these ac.
n\t es. CISCAC calls on

I individuals and organisations
recognise the dangers of war
today to join in a broad united front
Eﬁalnst U.S. intervention in
ntral America or the escalation
GIE.E. military interference there,
a S & part of the April 15
emonstrations and in conjunction
with as many ather areganisations

CISCAC campaign

as possible CISCAC will huild
contingents against U.S, Inter\az:lg-
tion in Denlr;;r.:mutua.
mem must conti
ralse these issues in hlulllee::
branches, electorate councils and
trade unions. Alse efforts should be
made fo get ALP Branches to
g:ml[ub' demonstrate their Support
; r ALP policy in opposition to U,§
nll;mnmm in Central America,
If you want to suport CISCAC's

campalgn or if you want more in.
formation, please £et in touch,

islmPlELAIDE: PO Box 428 Unley
:&gsn.q.mm PO Box 141 Ashgrove
:f‘nga::::l‘:‘;o Box 606 Dickson
Wil H 0X 532 Sandy Bay
ﬁ:ﬁ PO Box s4210C
castle 2 : PO Box 253 New-
5’1’3‘?’“ PO Box 118 Victorla Park

SYDN;
&mth% PO Hox A431 Sydney. 1

WoLLo
Iongong

NGONG: PO Bo
2500 x 1976 Wa

plutionary movement in
‘has undergone a period of
fon over the past several
but it is difficult to get a clear
its current strength. This will
w factor In determining how
reglonal role the Guatemalan
I be able to play in any attack
ja or El Salvador.

as been an upsurge of the pop-
ment in Honduras In the last
gsponse to the U.S. militarisa-
e but the left has not yet galned
i level of military strength The
s military dealt heavy blows to

"H, one of the revolutionary
tions in Honduras, killing one
p leaders.
iponse to the failure of current
fles, exitremely significant ad-
5 have been made in the prepa
or a massive escalation an
alisation of U.S. military poll
11.S. has ratlonalised Its policy In
al America effectively combining
tical and military strategies. In
enting this policy, the military
of El Salvador, Guatemala and
‘as have been brought under
11.S. control, as for example, with
lementation of *'Operation Well
in El Salvador.
order to facilitate the increased
of the U.S. In running the war, the
ern Command structure has been
ngthened. General Wallace Nutting
four-star general) was replaced by
eral Gorman (a five-star general),
us a staff of four four-star generals
nd ten colonels. This represents a
@ssive upgrading in the stafus and
sapacity of the Southern Command
‘making it one of the highest ranking
.S, command structures in the world
The threat of Invasion by the U.S. is

wery real. Total U.S. troop strength in
| the immediate area is about 25,000 plus
\ astrong naval presence on both sides of
Central America as part of the Big Pine
" II operation. Six thousand of these
troops are now on the ground In Hon-
duras while the balance remain on
ships off both coasts

The building of military infrasiruc
ture In Honduras has reached a
culmination point with the completion
of the third military airbase. All three
alrbases are made up of permanent
wooden structures. This coincldes with
remarks made by Under Secretary of
Defence Fred Ikle that the U.S. 1s In
tending a permanent military presence
in Honduras.

One thousand U.S. Corps of
Engineers have been dispatched 1o
Costa Rlca for the purpose of bullding
roads near the Nicaraguan border
presumably to be used to transport
troops.

All of this points to the fact that the
U.S. has hoth the Inclination and the
capacity to flght a larger scale war in
Central America. This is highly

d
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e e et

dangerous because as we have seen, the
U.S. cannot gain ground with Its cur-
rent of inte:

The invasion of €
of Ronald Re:
that a suc
strategy

ev

n
ia was the test
ing premise,

ful aggressive military
d effectively overturn the
yndrome. In the context of
) ary victory and a minimal loss
of American lives, the invasion was a
political success for Reagan to the ex-
tent that it provoked relatively little op-
position at bath the Congressional and
public level f y i

At this point Reagan’s primary
gy [n Central America Is
strategy. The overtly
Administration

the

political strate
his military
political aspects of

policy—the Stone initiative and the Kis
singer Commission—are designed to
lay the political basis for prolonged

US. intervention in the region.
Reagan has attempted 1o weaken
tin American and European peace

latives and has moved to neutralise
ora peace proposals through
tion of diluting the group with
pro-U.S. gover nments and tl\rn:\[ening
sconomic sanctions against Govern-
ments that maintain a critical position
toward the U.S. Only Mexico has main-
tained its position of directly challeng-
ing U.S. policy. !

1n Europe, active opposition to u.s.
intervention has died down. Public at-

{entlon Is now focussed on the Euromis-

siles and the war in Lebanon. The

most viable peace initiatives have been
coming from the FMLN FDR and the

Nicaraguan Government In both

cases, Initiatlves have been made that

a combl

praject urgent willingness to come to a
real agreement.

In the ecase of Nicaraguaelection
plans have now been hrought forward
to November 4, 1984, partial amnesty
has been granted and Nicaragua has
opened its doors to international
serutiny. Current Nlearaguan in-
{tiatives have been so far reaching that
even the Administration has had to res
pond to them somewhat favorably in
words, while not responding with any
concrete action. The FMLN has
presented a three-part peace proposal:
1. national debate; 2, an interim
Government; 3. elections.

The objective of this initiative Is two
fold: force the U.S. to negotlate serlous-
ly; and pull a significant portion of the
Salvadoran centre Into a political solu-
tion.

The Salvadoran Government s
divided. Bitter internal divisions have
opened up between the ollgarchy,
represented by the ARENA party, and
the Christian Democratic Party ( PDC)
over the Issue of land reform. On
October 20, conflicts inside the Govern
ment reached a point where the Con-
stituent Assembly was suspended with
no date for continuation. Consequently,
the March 25 electlons could take piace
without a constitution. In Nicaragua,
support for the Government is being
strengthened by the threat of external
aggression.

Taken as a whole, we can see the U.S.
has made substantial political gains on
the international front, yet is becoming
weaker politically vis-avis the internal

Continued on page 35

271



e ——— T —

Hayden changes Party policy

awke.)
5o sald he wanted to visit
in to put his case more ful-

right of self-determination for the
Palestinian people, including thelr
right, if they so choose, to Independence
and the posslbility of their own indepen-
dent state.”” In addition, “‘Australlan
Ambassadors In relevant posts will be
authorised to Include PLO represen-
tatives In thelr range of political con-
tacts.! The policy review also called on
Israel to freeze its West Bank settle-
ment program, because the settlements
are '‘contrary to Internatlonal law and
a significant obstacle to peace efforts,”

The compromise between Hawke
and Hayden over the policy review ls
slgnified by the number of inconsisten-
cles it contalns

1. The Government refuses to
recognise the PLO, vet permlis
diplomatlc contact at ambassadorial
level as long as It does noi occur on
Australlan soll.

2. Recognitlon of the PLO as the sole
legitimate representative of the
Palestinians 1s denled on the single
ground that the PLO does not recognise
Tsrael. Yet the Australlan Government
recognises many governments and
organisations that do not recognise
Israel. Israel, the country that dispos-
sessed the Palestinians, does not
recognise the PLO, and Israel Is

fne Human Rights Cam-
) In Victoria supported his
d sald that since the Sinal
wen Indirect assistance to
asfon of Lebanon, which
ns of thousands of Palesti-
ebanese lives, Australia is
‘bound to contribute
jan aid to Dr Arafat's

tlon.
| January, Hayden visited the
[{a refugee camp near
'In the Israell-occupled West
e ghetto-like camp houses
0 Palestinlans living in poor
Hayden is the most senlor
dignitary to have made such a
hich was not on the officlal
organised by the Israells. This
ed by a meeting with Rashid
wa, the Palestinian Mayor of
ho was deposed by the Israell
on authorities
days later, Hayden told the
[ Government that it should not
“any opportunities for dialogue
ing from Arab proposals for peace
stlations that would involve Palestl-

both abetted Israel's banditry in
Lebanon, and signalled lack of concern
over the continuing repression and dis-
possession of the Palestinians llving un-
der Israell rule
The Hawke Government's actlons so
far have done little to Inspire con-
fidence. In violation of Government
policy, Ausiralla’s Unlted Natlons
deleg n joined Israel, Canada and
the U.S.A. in December as the only op-
ponents of a General Assembly resolu
tion calling for an international Middle
East peace conference with PLO par-
ticipation. The resolution was sup-
ported by 124 countries, Including
several that do not recognise the PLO.
The PHRC welcomed Hayden's call
on Israel to take part in a dlalogue with
the Palestinians, but noted that the vast
majority of Palestinlans living under
Israell rule regard the PLO led by Yas-
ser Arafat as thelr representative.
Under these circumstances, the PHRC
says the Australian Government can
asslst the peace process by recognising
the PLO because thils Is what most
Palestinians want

Hayden with Egyptian Foreign Minister Karmal Hassan Al

commitment enas in April an
Government must dec[dg whetlﬂzrﬂ;:
keep the troops there for a further
term. However, reperts in the
Australlan press on January 23 in-
dicated that Hayden had already made
up his mind before departure.

granted full diplomatic status by the
Australlan Government. If this s *‘even
handedness” the word has been given a
new meaning

3. Tt Is Impossible in all practical
terms to support Palestinian statehood
and self-determination, and not
recognise the PLO. The overwhelming

_An Israell defence official has admit-
ted that the positioning of the mul-
tinational force In the Sinal was a factor
:.l'hu_i helped the Israells invade

participation. Hayden's plea fell
deaf ears, since It could imply
ptiatlons with the PLO as the

sentative of the Palestinian peo-
The Australlan Government
es the PLO should be a party to
@ processes of bringing about a
aceful settlement of the Palestinian

asked for a renewal of Australia’s com
mitment, Neither side wants to be seen
to have a rejectionist position that could
leapardise U.S. funding. The Syrians
and glnrd‘?nians told Hayden they had
no objections to Australlan | -
tion In the Sinal force. S

‘The latest admisslon was blurted out
~on January 30 January by Lieutenant-
 Colonel Raanan Gissin, who is the
~ Defence

‘When he reached ; Palestinians have con-
Ministry's  senlor Cairo, however, On arrlval b d with malority of Palestl
T R R e Bl evsen i et L LU ol ot tor e
rval ‘made by on: "It would be  recommend thal i the 1967- PLO a5 thelr sole anc ‘€@
e participation In the U.S.. m"f é:'consi:dp that 've come here  ment extend th:z gil:a}.gon:nﬁ?wm' mpfe?ifgrrsifétr‘tf:er"r'ie nAusrl‘Ta]Lan representative. An opinion poll o
 directed Sinal force. Sina Sutand-dried attifude. Tmustbe  Australla will thus be able o fiadnen.- BVeteiment regards the setilements as Palestinians Lving in the occupled West
; R s1andEin th:Enrx!gthnlrr:EP:T d; will not  Americans happy without n"e.ll)d}:; egal and an obstacle to peace, but Bank and plqu';lsi;lrd\bg H::eg;n;gracz;?
; 2 b how
airperson. Palesting Human Rights  P1e Achleving their leguimt;stenrllagnhg?- :er"ant:tate,;_ Endorsement of Hayden's amir shrugged off Hayden's position Q}F}r.::po'née:ts \wanted a Palestl
qw' Vietoria On January 22, the day before Tatmation will add tolkie long SE¥IE thal fhe accupled terriiorles nlan state run soley by the PLO."”

belong to Israel.

Australla's position, therefore, Is a
taclt recognition that the Camp David
lprocess has failed to lead to a com
| prehensive peace because the
_ centrality of the Palestinlan Issue was
Ignored. But, while Bill Hayden's ap-
proach to the issues Is a welcome Im-

Ist of Labor's broken election promises

Hayden's arrival in Egypt, Moroceo's and policles,

King Hassan announced that P
resl

E:Iuini Mubarak of Egypt had xa[:] l::::
for Egypt, Camp David is dead."
Mubarak did not deny the king's state-
ment. Nevertheless, the Egyptian
Gavemmg?nl asked Hayden to renew
Australia's Sinal commitment, The

Any future Palestinian state ls most
Iikely to be governed by the PLO, which
is the umbrella body for the many and
diverse Palestinian institutions, bgdjes.

|satlons. There can De no
dmnf.mlijnz?m peace talks In the Middle
East without PLO participation, and
lor recognition of

Tatement Was made during e

vislt to the Middle East b

n Foreign Minister Bii‘{
a

st year. On 30

Australlan Jewish News

diplomat, Dr Walter

The Palestinians

The posltive side of Hayden'

en's visit to
th
1?:aeg':hli“ﬂl: East Included his stated in-

Wi Egyptlans believe that the Camp Davig ~ Mlan issue, Just solution of he Palesti- provement over that of his predeces- "I:'C‘ I‘:E’O‘”d require pr
‘Tecru gf\]’ﬁﬂs has run its course, and fear that In Egypt on January 23, members of sors, little will be achleved unless con- ! S least 117 natlons recognise the
:I:a gerent elements In the Israeli 11a¥den's delegation °°ﬂ2'rr\ed P crete action is taken. PLO, as does the United Natlons, the
lu:ership wani to reconquer (he Sina( ;all:l Arafal, who I5 the head of the Non-Allgned Movement, and the Com-
cluded vislts to Egypt, Israel, Syria and alestine Red Crescent Soelety. Dr monwealth Heads of Government

Jordan. One of the Purposes of the trip e
?I;“ ostensibly to review at first hand
e role of the Australian contingent,
;.'omprlslng about 100 troops and elgm'
roquols helicopters, in the mul.
g,'f"“m force that was set up in the
al desert by the Amerlcans in the
Peninsula in order to exploit its oll

Meeting. Yet the Australian Govern-
ment nelther recognlses the PLO, ac-
cords any status whatsoever fo the
Melbourne-based Palestine Informa-
tlon Office, ner Indicates any wil-
Jingness to even allow PLO represen-
tatives the democratic right to enter
Australia to present thelr point of view.

ﬁ'u:'rla: ;-I_:en! for Australian assistance
Ll orm of university training for
e and materlal assistance for

spltals and clinjes used by Palesti-
5. Hayden sald he would

Did the September 30, 1983 review of
Middle East policy by the Australian
Government represent any real depar-
ture from that of the previous govern-
ment, or previous Labor Governments?

On the positive side, the pollcy review

Teserves and build more sertl, humanitarj (S recognised “the central importance of t ol
A ¢ ements. Flan assistance would any ; 1f the Government is serlous abou
The Israells, who currently have doubtedly anger the zionist lo the Palestinlan issue for any se! the search for peace, [t must withdraw

tlement'* and a role for the PLO in any
peace process, and acknowledged ‘'the
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-Ss!’lfwlmlheir hands in Lebanon, also its Sinal troops, whose presence has

Which'has an eager supporler in Pj



economy

Australia’s largest capitalists were
g;!lﬂ“_ﬂy engaged in buying €5 on
e stock exchange, The first ten.
an economic recovery

I on renewed rationalisa-
ons, takeovers and mergers in
Australian Industry. The deepening of
the recesslon In 1982 and 1983 left many
companles vulnerable to any concerted
takeover bld. Some of these companies
are not small by any means. The

Meaning of takeover scramble

agent, an investment manager and
owner of shipping, merchandising and
. In 1981, Elders
‘had merged with Henry Jones/IXL
added frozen foods, wine and spirits,
cooking oils, pineapples and general
m\:cts md"? empire. Its interests
spread through manuf:
pastoral and finance—It mﬂ.‘tll.l‘mg

ther companies, and in so doing

= neither goods nor services. g
ci‘g‘ﬁ‘jﬁri@ at a cost of $165m but w.
B's sh a:

fively bi for a 40 per cpnst

ng. Elders was not prepared t
dinj 1 0 let
a and so entered the battle.

‘glomerate in every sense of the wor

~ This takeover was sparked by :
on CUB by Industrial Equllyizhm

(IEL). IEL specialises in raiding bids " The §11m Is “free.”

ost sig 1 have been:
_s\'ﬂg:nmum of Carlton and

i | er)
itrad’s takeover of Bradmill
irfax's takeover of Brisb.
(December) e
tot.l.tsj.n!e;ﬂinn

i

- The merging of two empires

e

an as a derensive
IEL developed Into a

d for CUB, its 49.5 per
a The decision,
nol an automatic one
en undergoing a large
tion of its own which
|the general downturn in

processing industry,
ed a 50 per cent

kforce) were lost in 1983,
five days Elders were
m to finance its bid for

nce secured, Elders shat-
lian share market records
put CUB. On Friday
‘Elders bought $15Tm worth
o bring its total to 34 per
lous record for one day's
ng had been $112m. The
owed CUB to contemplate
any defensive measure it
pt. However, Elders' blitz
| and by Monday evening they
ain they smashed the share
‘record, established the
Friday, when they bought 42
o5 for $159m. CUB had been

nsequences

ct of Elders coup has left the
pany with problems. Because
requirements, shares held by
in CUB must now be sold. This
nt that the new company has a
reduced net asset base. Com-
‘with the enormous borrowing

eensland

gbane's long standing Labor City
ell s under attack by the National

Boosted by its victory at the last
k'electlnns. the Nationals are now
i & campalgn to get into and take over
Brisbane City Councll

‘Helen Russell, member “Banyo
lorthgate (Qld) ALP Branch

. Leglslation isin the pipeline 1¢ re

" to the old method of popularly electing
the Lord Mayor. This method was
‘changed to election by aldermen by the
National-Liberal calition in 1972 in an
altempt to oust then Lord Mayor Clem
Jones. The plan backfired and Labor
had a landslide vietory, winnini of
the 21 wards at the 1973 election
(although this lead has since been
eroded by half).

The National Party's change of hear!
is seen as an attempt to give a National
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that Elders undertook, this has resulted
in a massive expansion of debt.

’I_‘he expansion of debt—publie,
private and governmental—has
become a well publicised feature of the
current erisis. In December the ANZ
Bank announced that it had written off
bad debts of $48.5m in 1982-83 ($18.9m In
1981-82). This followed announcements
by the State Bank of NSW and the AGC
Finance Corporation, whose bad debt
write-offs had increased from $1.17m to
$4.84m and $20m to $36.6m respectively

To offset this debt problem, Elders
moved quickly to sell is General Jones
Pty. Lid. frozen food operatlons to H.C.
Sleigh for around $50m. In combination
General Jones (which Includes Copper
Kettle, Pict and Chiko labels) and
H.C.Sleigh (which includes Edgell-
Birds Eye, Presto, Wedgewood, Peters,
Buttercup and Nannas Frozen
Pastries) controlled 90 per cent of the
national frozen food market. The sale
by Elders effectively gives H.C £
a total monopoly of the processing of
frozen vegetables in Australia

According to Tom Ryan Federal
Secretary of the Food Preservers
Union, the sale will force the closure of
factories in Brisbane and Scotsdale in
Tasmania. The closure in Scotsdale, a
small community, will mean the loss of
150 jobs directly and 300 jobs In the
area's service industries.

Further evidence of this connection
between unemployment and take over
was provided In February when BP
Australia offered fto buy out Amoco
Australia, The day after the offer was
announced, BP gave notice that It

(2]
=

aldermanlc team, headed by a glamour
pandidate for Lord Mayor Former test
cricketer Greg Chappel nas been
mooted In the press as a possible can-
didate

Also being proposed by Local Govern-
ment Minister Russ Hinze 1s a ward
redistribution Considering the
Nationals' liking for gerry manders
such a move 18 obviously not belng con-
sidered for genuine administrative
reasons

The Labor Councll ltself, however,
has done little over recent years 1o
engender confldence that it will be able
to significantly defeat any challenge or
attack from the opposition.

1t is the Labor Couneil which selec-
tively refuses io allow political rallles
in King George Square. They have
refused permission for this year's
Peace Rally to be held in the Square,
forcing the organisers o look for

would be shutting Its refinery on
‘Westernport Bay in Victoria. Oue
hundred and fifty six jobs will be lost
because of this closure.

The recent survey of Australia’s
highest pald business executives in
Australian Business shows John Elllott,
the managing director of Elders/IXL,
as the country's second highest at
$350,000 a year, The thousands of
workers who have lost thelr jobs and
seen thelr wages resirained so that “the
economy can recover” will find this
news as obscene as the speed with
which Elders was able fo raise the
$972m required to buy CUB.

Job losses

Under the conditions of the Prices
and Incomes Accord workers are sup-
posed o be given some degree of job
protection and say in economic plann-
ing through the structure of industry
advisory couneils. But these bodies
have failed totally to protect the jobs of
many involved in industries affected by
takeovers. For example, nothing 1s
restraining Elders/IXL from carrylng
out “rationalisations” within its new
empire. When a large corporation
like Elders/IXL sets oul to “‘restruc-
ture’’ Its industries workers will only be
able to save thelr jobs by fighting for a
reduced workweek. But the Accord
stands in the way of such a fight,

Fortunately, many of those in In-
dustrles under Elders/IXL control are
in the Food Preservers Unlon—a union
prepared to break with the restrictions
of the Accord to defend the inferests of
its members.

7attack L.abor Council

another venue.

In its last two budgets, transport
costs rose maore than 40 per cent
overall, at a time when the Council had
spent large sums of rmoney on advertis-
ing for the ‘‘Shine on Brisbane™” Cam-

palgn.

A small snippet in the Courler Mail of
February 3 indicated thal the Council
would be spending $6,500 for a full page
colour ad on Brisbane In a new book en-
titled “‘Milllonalres Playground."

Just recently, the Couneil's mis-
management of a multi-million dollar
garbage collection contract has under-
mined thelr eredibility even further.

What should a Labor Council's
priorities be? Multi-million dollar
wheeling and dealing and advertising
campalgns 10 propagate the delights of
Brisbane, or the cheapest, maost ef-
ficient and practical services for the
people of the clty.
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DEBATES

Mental health care

The Editor,
Labor Militant.
Dear 8ir,
Tenclose for your considertion an article on
care written in response to m’ental i
“.; :u?'m il m&mﬂdﬂ Les Taylor’s article on
eel that any committment to socialist el uires
gm we support disadvantaged groups stswvingmlorﬂml
eir own lives, In the field of mental health, this means sup-
porting Reinforce, the union of intellectually disabled
1II\I::, in its fight to cut back the large institutions; and unﬁ
i msa;e prepared fo accept this as the basic aim of
flict with the m]‘:ge;mm%‘n :‘;‘:«ltzmsrﬂndvmg T
’ 0§ if
mﬁm were i be asked to oppose the res il
E =
?! Ly e of the threat to the jobs of staff in
ours sincerely,
Chris Borthwick
Member, Brunswick Branch, Victoria

There Is In both Victo
away from caring for int
ti::tlmlnns towards placing
community. In both States this trend h;
as been
by sections of the union movement who have atler:g?:ﬁg
-cutting exercise. The art|-

1ry It
I w:;d:il the shifts into community homes
i 'sw*e:]m:rlgon of a well eo-ordinated
b el Euaranteed long-
maintain 11" It sounds reasonable, lig ;El;arl':

ou don't stop to ask W,
‘ell, how does It
got %’ You don't stop mr:au:m;ih.lr:
L mwmlut because the architect

TDEW house; and the mental
closer to that kind

are demeanin
& who live and work ]gl;

faull of the statt, byt it
are (Il provided for {ths et
). It's because that 15 u.eﬂl'ﬁﬁﬁﬂ?é
enviro
They make It Lmposatbje o
ple to throw off the stlgma
.“mtmi ilhﬂh Impossible for
to think
Irredeemable and hl\f:

10:]]! g};:.!eg out as quickly as possible.

it, how quickly Is as quickly as possible? Let's got
the figures stra(ght, for a start. Les Taylor says that :hii-é
alre '20,000 Intellectually handleapped in Victoria and a pos.
]’-"E.le 10,000 more who don't appear in the officlal statistics.
o e, no problem. He polnts out that some 300 places are Lo
; g provided in community resldential homes. So, *'What
wl;]\:]]fﬂen: etu Illxlehnnzgne;a 15,700 intellectually handicapped? The:,
oo pus| ck onto their families who just can't

m(im:?uﬂaﬁeﬂc, but the sum s dishonest. Only about 3,0
o otneEn “:vere In the institutions to begin with, thank
ihe nsiutons ate up il ine vallie e o
nds and this me,
?nndran:ﬁ; I:II ::mmunity support facilities for the vast nal:r
P oA tually disadvantaged people who were being
cared e community. If all the residents are moved
et fnclﬁlt;‘:s 17,000 people won't be any worse off, and if
it s are provided for the group homes some of
f use them and be a whole lot better off.

nf!r;fler all.

ere’s no point farting a;

hiL B around; put thy

i g;:;::ﬁ}l‘mmum for bridg miﬁ‘c:'t’u'ﬂ.fvaﬂﬁ-[

ried, like Les Tavlor, fhaf the soore Pretending o be woy

Gty lrnmaty or, that the Government will sij El F put

dellcit then o) ot le of Kew Into paying off the gencra

R hoa Al lltdzalt has 1o be done 15 1o tnlimi g:;npml

el m?s ufglzlul;lhlh!enahﬂngleﬂslntionncfaus:;

byl the resldents first call on 1he

) & O

e ?;s p‘:l;n}?idr Taylor, but that's nof eng h;

it el 1v led at the beglnning butug il unde
ong-term Government !‘n:nding"‘;"’h\a\'tea;?'lu':

B-Térm guarantees,

Institutions, Is in tpy

o s ls country hang,

Goe‘gf;nf: rotees aelll mwmeamﬂu:hmm [l
0 bemoreoo'c ulr the schaols or the hos, lf ile.en 1he

Lo no. o o a 1S Drvided s e

Isn't going to maki 1l L Info comi v iving

Buarantee for l'ule.lamE Iilaien e prg:‘:nl“y e

only come on the huig ;t\lfbﬂm‘l'l o ity ﬁ\ﬂ‘:g Ihe

AT e people live fo s o loped publie feellng thalaI:

e Lot A baslc human right that it would

But st I
what about the SUpport programs? Shouldn't 1

Jalt until they're in place? A good questlon, but not,
e right question, which is shouldn't we start them
if people In institutions had all these &
elopmental and training and ente
it they'll have to give up when they gooul
hey don't, In the main.

Programs provided in the institut
deguate. We should—we musi—pr
hat will enable handicapped people
‘potentlal; but [ can't see any point in ket
St 50 we can put the new programs |

any more difficult (or any easler) get

ainment Prog
into small

ns are scanty an

ping the in
It's not
g adequ

i to get

S for community programs than it would
programs for Sunbury. .
B Bhlir-: there are going to be real and conbrt T
" problems fo do with the institutions even under a de ‘[:!‘-Itr':
policy of community e, There are going to DE ‘\“1‘11
tany times, where there is going to be ",“':“I"l.‘m,‘
buying another house in the communit I!\--n R

that's rotting out underfoot at Sunbury

~ program of phasing out institut 5 3
living In them for ten years (and 1 think anyba Llens
the Institutions should be obliged to back up (el WOEEC 0
living in one for a month). Their lives are ﬁm"!-j[ ‘J'\'(":“f]“:\. of

int (s that only a hard-andfas ¥ 0
made liveable. The polnt Is thal oo anarciext for making

delnstitutionalization can provide
th;lse difficult decislons. e
overing between policies will only
will be made ad huc_%lccumcul, and over and over; _f‘lld’l"i“p
sive repairs will be started in the wrong condltions and b
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Jean that declsions

get our basic principles stralght there are going tobe a large
num of wrong decislons based on the line of least
-esistance at any given moment

ﬂm T:\lln:‘v husl;\li\_v to community care s not represens
{ative of the feelings of Mental Retardatlon staff as a group

although, unfortunately, the unlon leadership seem 10 be
proceeding on the basls that it Is). Many staff can see lhal

ge institutions draln the meaning from their own lives as
uch as from those of the residents, that they reduce care
Jif to warders rather than teachers, helpers and friends
Staff I ve talked to have been as shocked as I am ;n.lhe
idea of a Committee Against Exploitation of the Mentally
Disabled that apparently Interests Llsfcl[ in abuse and ex-
ploitation only when they take place in community humn_;
and Is prepared to ignore them Lf they occur in lnall\u(mf:s.
(If readers want to contact a group fighting against abuses
no matter whey they oceur, get In touch with the Intetlpt-lx-al
Disability Rights Group at the Djsahllii_\-_ﬂesourcg Centre,
Sydney Road, Brunswick, Tel, No. (03) 3RT 9855)

In the simplest terms, the labour mevement must support
the movement of Intellectually disadvantaged people ou} of
tutlons and Into the community because that Is what
‘As In Aboriginal atfalrs, we have pas-
sed the point where even the best Intentloned groups of [tm
siders can be accepted as spokespeople for the Interests of
the disadvantaged. Speaking through organizations such as
Reinforce, handicapped people have over and over agaln
sald that the single most important thing that 1s needed to
glve them human rights is the closing down of the total in-
stitutlons, They deserve the full supporl of every person in

the party.

insti
they themselves want.
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Economic Strategy
lear campaigns in the

lan peace initiatives gain
international support in
Venl the U.S. intervening
onse to the invasion of
ided some interesting in-
the strength of the anti-
ntlon movement in the U.S. and
8. While the solidarity and left
ations in many countries
ed 1o oppose the invasion there
Mass protest. On the other hand,
Eained significant inroads into
ire,
lis can be partially explained by the
laflve popular Ignorance about
enada and the confusion caused by
Split in the New Jewel Movement,
1t Is elear there is more to the story.
or Reagan to succeed in the 1984 elec-
ons, he must make progress in Central
America. If he Is going fo intervene
directly, he must do it by March or
April to allow sufficient time to con-
solidate his position. But whether or not
he does carry oul a direct Intervention,
Reagan's Central America policy will
be a potential weak point in his bid for
re-election. This provides the ground to
bulld a strong anti-intervention move-
ment In opposition to Reagan's cam-
palgn.
The solidarity movement and the
overall antl-Intervention movement are
growing, but not at pace with the es-
calatlon of the war. To prevent an inva-
slon of Central Amerlica it is a necessity
that the level of solidarity work expand.
11 it does not, direct intervention will be
a reality.

Labor Militant, March 1984

that they do noi take responsibility for
the “boring bits'* and “opinions expres
sed In signed articles.”” Contributions
and inguiries are both welcome. Con-
tact AYL 1st floor, 130 Franklin St,
Adelaide SA 5000 or phone (08) 519601

nography, jails, YLA activities, Israel,
reviews and more, Continuation of the
discussion on economic policy is
promised in the next issue.

‘The paper is intended as a forum for a
range of views and the editors point out
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Pacific and Asia

Statement of Aims
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injustice in the countries of Asia and the Pacific, regardless of
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provide whatever assistance is possible for their families

2. To organise such actions as may be possible within
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governments to stop restrictions on the rights of free speech
and free association, to respect the rale of law in all political
cases, to ameliorate the harsh conditions under which
political prisoners are held, and to work for their amnesty and
release.

3. To inform and arouse public opinion in Australia on the
repressive policies pursued by military, authoritarian and
even constitutional regimes in Asia and the Pacific which
trample on elementary civil and political liberties, and to call
attention to any complicity of the Australian Government
and its open and secret agencies in aiding such violations of
democratic rights.

4. To co-operate with organisations in Asia and the Pacific
and other countries which have similar purposes.

Join CARPA! Become a sponsor

[1 I endorse the aims of the Committee Against Repression in
the Pacific and Asia. My name may be used publicly to
promote the aims of CARPA.
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... forone year's subscription of the CARPA Bulletin

(Australia $3, overseas $6)
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The Left In the Tasmanlan ALP has
always had something of a schizold
nature .8lining up Left on national and
international Issues such as uranlum
and forelgn policy, but being almost
identical fo the conservative forces on
domestle political matters such as the
Franklln dam.

After the Left's victory in 1976 In get-
ting major rule changes, an end was put
to many of the corrupt practices used
by the Right. Following this, the
emphasis within the Left has been the
conselidation of its position by playing
the numbers game, while placing little

oo the D) of

By a Tasmanian correspondent

progressive policles or the building of a
strong movemenl to ensure that such
policles were Implemented.

Often members of this “Broad Left*
defended thelr support for conservative
measures:Bsuch as the deletion of the
“no dams" option from the 1981
referendum on the energy issue:8by in-
voking the spectre of the National Civic
Counell (NCC). While there is much to
Justify warlness, the Right has been in
disarray ever since the expulsion of
Harradine in 1975 and Imlach and Watl-
Ing In 1877.

On a deeper level, the reason for this
domestic conservatism has been the
nature of the “Broad Left” [tself. As
cynies have often noted, the “Broad
Left" is very broad without much Left
thence its nickname *‘the Broad.”

Progressive policles would act as a
disintegrating force upon such a broad
coalition yet, paradoxically, while the
Broad continued to place so little
emphasls on policy, it was destined 1o
remaln conservative.

This policy paralysis resulted in
policy development belng Left to the
Parllamentary Labor Party (read
public servants) and Independent Left
members with a sprinkling of the more
progressive members of the Broad.

These were important in the
dams {ssue, which effectively
par.

Interestingly, at the same time on the
malnland, progressive sectlons of the
labour movement were challenging
new power projects and Industries as-
sociated with the “resources boom,"
such as In the Hunter Valley, NSW, and
the activities of the State Electricity
Commission in Victoria. These placed

What’s Left in Tasmania

cerned with the development of policy

The membership of thls group was
diverse, conslsting of new members,
old independent leftles along with peo-
ple from malnland Left factions who
had moved to Tasmanla and were look-
ing for the Left. Part of the price for
having the group totally open was the
ce of right wing people. Its in-

litile on the labour-
manufacturing sector.

While the environment movement
made some mistakes In Its strategy, It
remained the only group capable of
promoting the real issues in the energy
debate nationally.

The polarisation of the energy debate
saw the comservation movemeni
muobilise thousands of people in
previously sleepy Tasmanlan centres,
while the morale and membership of
the ALP (then in government) tock a
nosedive. Branches which in 1980 had a
regular attendance of 25 or 30 struggled
1o get a quorum of 5in 1983, Members of
the Broad still prefer to claim that the
people who left were not really commit-
ted members of the ALP, rather than
face up fo the major mistakes that the
ALP made.

Following the virtual ann/hilation of
the ALP at the May, 1982 State election,
the ALP National Executive Intervened
in the Branch, suspending all office
holders and supervising the writing of
new rules prior to the return of control
at the October, 1983 State Councll.

ere was an Influx of new members
prior to the State Councll and following
the the election of a Federal ALP
governmeni and the High Court deci-
slon to protect the Franklin River.
Many of these people were keen to
rebuild the Branch and get it commit-
ted to some progressive policles, Fol-
lowing the failure of the old Lefi fo
develop policles, a new grouplng called
the New Economic Directions Forum
(NEDF) was formed, primarlly to
gather together people who were con-

itial focus was (o promole people on to
the policy committees by using Its col
lective voting power.

Due to Its poorly delineated lines of
accountabllity, one member co
ordinating lialson with unions took it
upon himself to do a deal with the right
wing where they would support NEDF
candidates for the policy committees,
with the NEDF supporting the Right's
candldate for the Vice-President posi-
tion. While It seems that most NEDF
candidates did not deliver their votes, it
illustrated the problem of the new
group being exploited by the right wing

Despite this problem, many of the
policy commitiees comprised NEDF
candidates as well as some progressive
Democratic Soclalists (DS) members
(the reformed Broad) while the Right
displayed little interest. Additionally,
some NEDF candidates galned support
from the DS,

The success of this grouping In the in-
itlal stages of reconstruction was large-
ly due fo the fact that the size of the
State Council was inereased from 80 to
200 delegates, with the branches glven
direct representation, While
the DS galned conirol of most of the
machine positions at the State Council,
the battle between the Incumbent
Secretary, Terry Aullch, and the DS
candldate, Eugene Alexander, 1I-
lustrated the decline in the strength of
the DS caucus. Alexander won, but the
103-97 vole was a far cry from the days
when the DS could claim to control 80
per cent of the Councll votes.
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