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~letters to LM.——

Left gains in Vic
elections

Victorla's June State
Conference was clearly
divided by the bitterly fought
union reaffiliation issue. So
we saw the watershed two-{o-
one vote to out the un-
lons with NCC/Tndustrial Ac-
tlon Fund links.

the numbers, must be
% 2

1e,
take sccount of ﬂw:'mmdll
ﬂ- on the Government. I

, not blg business.
arty will lose electoral sup-
port il workers, the un-
employed, Blacks and o

But the po oceur-
red on yet another level. Tt
was reflected in the vote for
the palicy commiitees, Where
the Soclallst Left would nor-
mally expect to get 8 out of 20
places, we gained approx-
Imately 10 to 11 places.

Wide-ranglng implications
flow from this, The Left could
have a major Influence on
Party palicies, and put
forward policies which are in
the Interest of a vast majority
of Australians.

For example, in Iransport
We can argue for a massive
expansion of services (nstead
of job cuts, for the taking over
of the private bus lines
{whose profits are pald
directly by the Government b
and agalnst the wasteful, en.
vironmentally destructive

iding of freeways,

In health, we can take on
the shonky trade-off of clgs.
Ing Inner-city hospitals In ex.
change for opening half.size

can give vital Support 1o in-
dustrial action by nurses
struggling against Intalerable
workioads.

n my own committes,
Aboriginal Affairs, we can
Elve wholeheartod backing to
the demands of the
Aborigina) community for &
Land Rights and Compensa.
Yon Act thal really aligws
self-determination — unlike
the present Victorian Govern.

OPOS;

| Authority which
used Pread op.
poslilon. O COurse, policy
commitiees do not have the
final say — that |y up o State
Conférence and 1he Ad-
ministrative Committes
Ween Conferences. But if
W take g clear, firm s1and In
of working.cliss in.

groups see the
Government ﬂli!ﬁﬂg thelr
living standards, condltions
and organisation,

Member Aborlginal Affairs
el El

Policy Commiites

Vie ALP Branch

Uranium

The  fol letter was
circulated to ALP Branches
around the country.

Dear Branch Members,
The Bonang Bendae
Branch believes
worldwide nuclear prolifera.
ton is by far (he Ereates)
danger facing the world
NOW. The situation |s an
EMEergency, and requires
EMETEENCY Mmeasures, Many
Ppeaple around the warld are
Iooking to Australia fn lead
the way towards nuclear dis-
armament and peace, Aj fhis
llme we have a Federal
|.[ahor Jl;nv»rnmenl with
strong electoral support, aj
four Labor S!amﬁnz'an un:
precedented occurrence, We
belleve that these Govern-
MEnls should unite with &
strong, clear policy an

Nuclear Cold-War. An
PMETEency situation requires
a clear policy which can be
simply put, and simply
realised If the A, L.P. Govern-
Ments unite |p

A sirength

L That wranfum mining in
Australia be halted |m.
mediately untl the Tollowing
conditions are met
Wiy

ol =
fal All nuclear Weapons

to
() The handling ot

material loHo-‘;‘;tlir:;

Peaceful purposes be made

afe by verification for the

'w"a?o?i’mmmu by-
- products,
e

Installa-
4 iocrait, that e i

hat | e
m. in wl.g(ﬂl Nuclear
Cold-War be removed from,
or denled "Se:r' 1o

an ters.
lations such as Pine

National
] - Irawn
with the full partleipatl
:‘l’ljd tnowtef:n n?a a‘ﬂ
Australlan ellizens and -

dents, to prepare for:

proliferati
b A nuelear “Incigent
(¢) Wholesale nuelear

4. That Australia urge the
Unhw-lmﬁmmduwwan
International Emergency
Cotingonehy e ove

%, and resolve
ways Lo avold AlLUN,
member states, and noq.
states, should par.

5. Australla urge other

rles that mr'l;-: 1o
military tnstallations
and weaponry Involved in
L clear Cold-War 1o

il

FEmove or deny .
those Installa
weaponry
That Australin

uranium producing
10 withdra 1
uranium to the w
and phase out
nuclear reacior
W, That Australi
used fo enco
and development
ather rencwahle
syslems.

It 1s up 1o us, the
eltizens of Austra
planet Earth, 1o
Qur Governments a
10 this emergenc
strength and purpose
present Federal o
fas more chance of
turnlng the tide of
prollferation than
reallses, Tt s now
medlate task of indl
A.L.P. members (o mak
Government aware
responsibilitics, The
doc/Bonang FBranch
resolved 1o send this
Polley 1o the Gipp
F.E.A. Annual Gens
Meeting, and 10 all
Branches in Australla

Where do we go from e

Please discuss this
With your Branch at the 1
opportunity and send «
Ments 1o me at the adr
below,

Bob Mcll
President, Bonang, |
E

e

A.CcrT, Branch protests

befare ipe Natfona)
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;’.{."’“ o Mafority of '
el
regrely prAnCh partiularr,
dividualg Mm

themselves of tie appeal
Mechanisms In place in th:
ACT. Branch even though
Inj ed In wrillng by the
Pr:lslaem of the means of ap

"I 18 of concern that ihe
Natlonal Executive supports
Yote of a member who
loined the Branch in breach
of rule 58 4 (1) which re
qulres appropriste union
memibership,
“The IHrancn ingmrl»l\ an
appea 16 atlonal
Conterence,”

Letters 4o should pe .
#ent is Labor Militant PO Box a7z
m:-;j*m. m:uem reasonably short

National Conference

Policy brg)ught into line with practice
Right wing hijacks the‘_

There has probably been no other C onference ::'kj]::r\.nw;'\r:-

history of the Australlan Labor Part t,.w -rnn::I.!.r;I Ly
fice, leaders of the Fe ' ol ;

;‘;:\Erlj-'rr\ and Keating — approached the 36th ble MIT:. ;\;::;r;;l
Cenference with a single-minded determination o win e P
mient for & thoroughgoing pro-capliallst sira ‘Ifl:r'\-'!ﬁn Lot
puts protection of profits above any oiher '.fm-. ”‘M..( A
set oul {0 purge the platform of virtually (-I-J-br'r's-nl i
tradicts the praciice of their right-wing governim

sueceeded e

gditoriélii

In the process they stripped the Conference of if:f:rrlw'pr:;':n::
a a polley-making body of the Parly and turn H‘.‘.m.wm
:!ahnruh- promatlonal media event for lhrmmuaz [;\‘lr‘ oLy
o he ke, o A oyl minisers. and of he State Labor
cks of hls loyal ministers L -
QIJ-BPF;n‘l:’r‘a.n?Ix- also look advantage of his popularity w::zr:)':u'nil:
E\mnen press to warn delegates that they had na op!

s dictales. e
a{“;;glr?ow-mmrnl's major polley ac h!f{vrmrnla :rr;l'z'\:\mn lr’lh
dorsement of Keallng's "“free market e’u'-noi‘v;lr pﬂw pﬂil(‘f
bring foreign pollcy Info line wllih rlght w’ln]l JTnil.ﬁranlu?ﬂ
and 1o finally desiroy the Party's highly popular

pollcy

Laboer Militant, August 1934
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betie and.they shallérea the hapes of many oihers whi have
belief and they shaller  ncileles of

we to the harsh
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the Fraser years

Cenference has
Farty o become a simple po
rubber stamp for pro-busin
rank and {ile be able to reasser

“The Party rank and flle had Hitt
the Canference liself or 1o infl
delegates
;..mmmrmn;
secretaries, Fiv i
Thise 4 assistants lo parliamenta
none as blue.collar workers

ors presented the polley
Covernmen! ministers pr e

challenge

learly fhrown down &

in a position 1o accept of 1e
onee, on environmental Issue
by a vo
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Continued on page B,
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National Conference

Continued from page 5.
More than 130 journalists reglstered on the firsi day. As the

Financial Review noted, the media had the numbers at the

Conference!

There were just 30 seats each for registered Party observers
and the “public.”” Registered Parly observers had to have thelr
applications in over a month before the Conference and most of
them were ALP staff members.

It was more a publieity extravaganza than a Party
Conference. Hawke's regular speeches were directed at the
television cameras rather than the delegates. His keynote ad-
dress, on the second day of Conference, was punctuated with
dramatic and carefully rehearsed gesiures.

They all got good press — Hawke, Keating, Hayden etc. On the
other hand, the Lefi delegates were portrayed as lsolated,
doctrinaire and lacking Hawke's supposed “‘rapport’ with the
community.

The media that plays such a big part in creatl blie opln|
praised Hawke for using that as 512 starting pnt?l‘%,pv‘ll'hal wl;s Illl:':
emphasised, however, is that Hawke s also playing a big role in
moulding public opinlon to accept unpopular mea 1k
uranium mining and a “restructuring™ of mduslrym:;:'t wlﬁ
delﬂmyf thousands of jobs.

n the weeks leading up to the Conference -
tators presented as scandalous the notion that Hzpvrfkse! c?umei—
celvably be defeated on the floor of Conference on an Important
issue llke uranium mining, East Timor or U.S. bases, When {1
:.-rn]sn\_iolr;wnstraled in practice that the Right had a éulid ma-
;us ﬁé\‘ei;:rl:wee:[é! glven credit for engineering a “'triumph* fo

The majority for the Right was around 3
L_s\ll votes were added to those of the '?h:srcl!?' dég'?[mﬂcaayl:‘tre
r;:l‘so:tsg:' 'Pltlguv_ray at this Conference 1o show that his fml::
iance with the R
dpgpue earlier promises to pnaytgztﬁgea.gleﬁ?ﬁrﬂﬂ“ e
yroentre Leit eaders, in facl, led the Right on lssues such as
s mm ning and rcrlrign policy. They enthuslastically en-
il € Government's economie policles and they joined
Onhs- nh sharp attacks on the Leff.
A nJih: qugsliun of uranium mining — when Victorlan
s ?[ i Caln and Attorney-General James Kennan
e :§ o wise 1o vole with the Left — did thelr diselpline crack
o o e s oAl 1 e 1 o
erest of the Rl d
g::tza:lisa:g‘deggales felt obliged to submif a “E:“J:;gmt‘z:
P am:ndr::;clhssl!rgr:l? against the vislts of US. Warshlps‘
R e ply called for a reduction (n the fre.

It Is interesting to contrast

1 the 1982 Conference wi
ig;ﬁsj I;Ig:lke;a::ld I-_lla_\ den combined to make the Pri'che;halzg?:'
preﬁrlu [:r i © centreplece” of Party pollcy. They WErl:
Sl r: Eovern in the Interests of the bosses at a tlme of
e exgem?;;drﬂ]:r; Accord was needed to shore up profits
cu':_l':ng R EPS and 1o prevent unions resisting job-

© 1884 Conference came at the helght of a partlal and

limid
miled economic recovery. The Accord was enshrined as a

Proven way of keeping the the
vy o unlons in check so that profit
i lidated and used 1o carry oul further rallugalls;-
This time the whole econ
omle platform w
:‘a;?r‘a‘:;i I;nlrlnclpleg of the Accord and pmg:ds ;;\a:g:nchslslenl
sl madrr Tg:}hs Government's approach, And a groar:‘. Imfims
2 t“ru Fing forelgn policy Into line — to re:nwf-r:ll n;l
openly defending the interests of Au (Bn
eahp‘dol:utx':s abroad, particularly In Asla, L
N :;'daifpinverpmenl minlsters the Labor leaders have
S e e
g cles that are not conslsi
ﬂﬁzmwmﬂu; :pproich and they have the full res::ng:st
ind thelr own staff to Prepare thelr cases

Ll

T —

To pursue its aim of governing in the interests of
the Labor Government needs independence from fhe
‘movement. To this end Hawke has centralised pr
‘hands of his senlor ministers. He has created a kite
and enforced the rules of Cabinet solldarity to prese
ige of the ministers in the broader parliamentary

“Hawke and his supporters are also centring po
Party in the hands of the Natlonal Executlve. Already
“ecutive Intervenes more regularly in the affalrs of the &
‘Branches, as It did recently to Impose an order on the 5
Aicket for Queensland, and again to change the AC
delegation 1o Conference.

‘The Conference went on to endorse a declsion 1o int
furiherin the ACT Branch, and Intervention in Vietorla ove
reaffillation application of four NCC-dominated unions ha-
been delayed. 1

Conference also voted for a review to establish un
national rules for the Parly which will leave the N
ecutive with even greater authority.

By these methods, the Government leaders are making
Party an appendage of the Government.
deI'n sueh a Party there is little room for dlssenters

egales were frequently attacked durlng Conference
:reaktng with  “consensus™ (le dictatorial rule of thos
c::?ﬂl@h:‘: m;{mb;rs}. And at a press conference after
S © Hawke Ifsued a thinly-velled warning to then
S gvi ey needﬂt have a good look at themselves" bec:
P lews are “less than ideally sulted to conditions of

arty. the Government and the country.”
hg::lgleslmfﬂﬂ\i'kl"s threals, the performance of the Lot
gl With very few exceptions. At Conference mos!

Cll delegates went out of thelr way to stress thelr loyalty o
Ff;:::e‘he ;anhlevemems" of the Hawke Government.
mdem:"an;iﬁﬂéﬂ they stressed that their proposals wr
For exampis i €ed they mostly were — half-hearted, In fa
should anly e r!!-' argued thaf the consclence vote on abort
13, 1984, "This a}mﬁm parliamentarians elected after Ju
"*,‘_’Z:;"’ o mm‘lmﬁ:;?!rd the Right to attack them f

lers of the Vi
tent and put mmanl; L';l;,i:ﬂ,f“ clallst Left w
but they too endorsed

ere the most consls
e G'"E Arguments on particular [ssues
Whi OVErnment's general strategy.
&‘llal!e:sgildmtﬁs\:.a““ iwetetaken on forelgn policy. no dolegats
presented a viahl SEECUiting prices and incomes Accord an
No atlempi a0 Progressive economic polley i
strategy linkin made o present a eredible alternative
aresull the Letpe-capltalist pollcies at home and abroad. As
failed to create anpg?:lc:;': i g to win the numbers, I
m'el':.:er::ﬁrsdn?lh" political u‘:}vf;:;.amun e Py
{58 ranke ot meﬂlpna(:t:nference have certainly created anger In
Labor 10 Implement meanieiionE those who have looked (0
berome disennhamedm“i‘:hm"gful reforms. However, those who
tradlciory ways. the Labor leaders can react in con
SOMmE maj
helr alluglanen o ook O Boltlcal activity, or, even worse, snift
fall in support for ih:h?:rals or Australlan Demoerats (as the
In NSW indicated), Ofhers 0y C1AMENt in the March elections

of 1l
movement of Worlg wie 4 23! — Including the antl.conscriptlon
; arly ‘7‘1;.;":“:.."'8 anil-Vietnam War movement
erac) clnsely[hwellh the pullllcs%“lvst}::laligﬂiss mphlligations n
4 .
forces with those ot;'u,gm“ of the antl-war and environmental

change the pg
the hands of ':;'
business.

That Is the chajle

that will halg | NEE that faces the Left and the only course

(f
S further demlse as a progressive political foree.

The economy

— Was there a _deba

High unemployment, falllng living
standards, an international recesslon
and the Natlonal Conference of the ALP
— all these elements would lead one 10
presume that the key issues and the
central debate would be around the
economy, and economic and Industrial
strategy. But for anyone who attended
the Conference at ihe Lakeside there was
no substantive debate on these matters.

Pat Brewer

Member Forest Lodge (NSW) Branch
and Amalgamated Metals, Foundry
and Shipwrights Union delegate to
NSW State Conference

Instead the right wing dominated the
discussion. They had the facts, the
flgures, the arguments. They had lined
up the minor deals behind the scenes
between thelr Centre Unity and Centre
Left sub-groups — those more tentative
phrases of ‘‘partlal limits,'’
““monltoring,”’ and ‘‘ongolng ln-
vesiigations,” which the “‘wetter" ele-
ments of the Right need to salve thelr
consclences In order to carry out what
they really belleve.

The performance of the Left was
lamentable. Moral exhortation and
platitudes provided the thrust of the
“idebate.” They bewalled the lack of
written commitment to redistributive
measures while lgnoring the factual
record of the Hawke Government in of-
fice.

They bewalled the plight of the two mil-
llon poor without advancing policy alter-
natlves to tackle the growlng numbers
forced to live In poverty. It was more
akln to a revival meeting performance
than a political debate and was only
matched throughout the Conference dur-
Ing the uranlum debate, when the Left
had the facts and the Right had the moral
indignation (and the numbers).

The big-business media editorlals sum-
med It up pretty accurately. The Finan-
clal Review phrased It as '‘clear
evidence of the Intellectual bankruptcy
of the Labor Left." The paper continued:

“Far from being a forum for con-
troversy over current lssues of economic
polley, the pros and cons of expansion,
budget deflelts, wage restaint and prices
and Incomes polley . ... the debate
throughawt was dominated by the very
{ired rhetorlc of old Labor fears of the (n-
ternational money power."

This came to a head In the one major
debate on forelgn bank entry. The Left
sought a delay of two vears whilst

Labor Militant, August 1884

2 Ehur Poaln

Paul Keating

bemoaning the evils of the mul-
tinationals.

The Right had a fleld day pointing out
the ludlerous dilemma for the soclallsts
of the Left posed by thelr support for a
continued virtual monopoly by the four
major Australla banks, with thelr control
of 81 per cent of banking finance. Jack
Ferguson summarised the Left's
natlonal chauvinism in a fairly stark
way: “If we have to choose, I would
choose our Australlan banks not Inter-
natlonal capltal!"

But as Keating had so accurately
polnted out, patriotic fervour was irrele-
vant. Internatlonal capital in the form of
the merchant banks and finance capital
was already well-established In
Australla.

To Ignore this Is to deny the reallty of
capltallsm as an international sysiem,
and to Ignore Australlan capital's suc-
cess In the internatlonal market and lts
role as a minor imperlallst power. But it
Is Just this reality that the Left has re-
Jected,

1t Ignored the real class relatlonship of
forces when It accepted the Prices and
Incomes Accord, with Its logle of class
collaboration and commitment 1o the
malntenance of the caplialist system {n
Australla.

Commitment and support for the Ac-
cord has gagged the Left and glven the
Right open slather. Left figures ke Vie-
torlan SLer Andrew Theophanous are
reduced to pleading for amendments on
the basls that *We haven't put in any
clauses that requlre natlonalisation or
anything extreme."'

In fact, the economlc debate and the
policy adopted at Conference just

te?

elaborated the terms of the Accord and
incorporated all of |ts poliey implications
Into the Party platform. The Left was
reduced to protesting the nakedness of
these polleles stripped of any thin cover-
Ing of left-sounding rhetorle

The harshest factual point made about
the economy was spelt out by John
Murphy, a member of the Old Guard fac-
tlon amd the lLiguor Trades and a
Queensland delegate, during the Sport
and Recreatlon debate. He polnted out
that the Government's record In Job
creatlon was not all that it seemed. He
stated that of the job creation programs
in tourism, 30,000 jobs were of a casual
nature Invalving something like 2 hours
work per- week.

By the time the Industrial relatlons
policy debate came up at the end of the
week some concessions had been made to
the unlon movemen! by the Right.
Amendments on protectlon for the metal,
heavy englneering and shipbullding In:
dustries were unanimously accepted

The Accord and Its realitles were
detalled Into the platform. Commitment
to full quarterly wage indexatlon was
brought Into line with the reality of six
monthly adjustments. References o
“epllective bargaining” for wages and
conditlons were replaced by notlons of
“negotlations’ and “‘consultatlon.”

One amendment halled as a victory for
the Left was the acceptance of an amend-
ment which enshrined industrlal
democracy Into the platform. This form
of ‘‘democracy” Involves the rights of
union offlelals to sit In on declslon
making committees relating to manage-
ment plans and reorganisatlon In certaln
industries.

But such consultative rights certalnly
don't equate wlith declslon-maklng
rights. Workers' representatives on such
counclls find themselves bound Into
management needs and party fo the antl
worker decisons management ls forced
to take to defend and Increase proflls
That's a distorted notion of democracy

Perhaps the best Indicatlon of the con-
tent of the new economic and Industrial
platform of the Party ls the attitude of
the business observers at the
Conference. They were gulle open in
their pralse of the Hawke Government

They saw the platform as more flexible
and open (o interpretation and as having
stolen the ground from under the
Liberals. As one observer remarked In
relation to Keating “‘Listening to him
up there, If you shul your eyes you'd
think he was a Liberal.’

And the Left has no alternative to this
until they break with the Accord



National Conference

Labor Left anti-uranium statement

ol
struggle
will not
cease’

Al the conclusion of the Conference
debate on uranium mining some of the
leaders of the Left went outside to ad-
dress the anti-uranium protesters, On
their behalf, Senator Bruce Childs read
out a prepared statement which was
:nﬂw Elven to the press, It read as fol-

WS ©

*“We hereby state our Intentlon of pur-
sulng our long-term alm of closing
down the uranlum Industry in
Australia.

““The polley as 1t now stands does not
support the rank-and-flle ALP position
throughout Australla. A report from the
uranium sub-committee of the ALP
Secretariat concluded that an
overwhelming number of submlssions
from Branches were agalnst the mining
and export of uranium, which the final
draft proposal of the committee should
reflect. But they chose to lgnore this
rank-and-file position.

“Further, the new policy defies the
views reflected time and again In ALP
Conferences throughout Australla. All
State Branches and the majority of
local Branches have strong policles op-
posed to the mining and export of
uranium except in NSW where the Stale
Conference adopted a softer line on
:ﬂ"i‘fm in der:ance of strong antl-

nlum resolut s
Raalu utions from local

“Friends. the fear, resent b
frustration that this policy M??Eu"m::’s‘zi
throughout the ALP and supporters'
ranks will be a high price to pay for
placating the mining companles and
tcl;: proponents of the world nuclear cy-

“"The guestion of safe was|
methods has still not been ;::qli};?:la::
mr@ by the supporters of nuclear

energy. The Three Mile Island accident
Was @ warning which was largely lg-
mored. Accidents, both publicised and
unpublicised, happen frequently put-
Ung o risk hundreds of thousands of

“We refuse o accept responsil
for a policy that dees not adeqp\::telg'ull:ist
dress these problems, The declslon
wmw Rlght and Centre

‘Broups in the in the
mmmmum""’u‘::n?:;

.

~isH-HiMag

mmﬂﬂ ot bieagen

Demonstrators outside Confsrence ‘:lﬂll

ments in Australla, And there is a
widespread view that the wit hholding of
Australian uranlum from the world
nuclear cycle Is one of the major eon-
tributions Australla can make towards
mﬁnvlng the risk of nuclear war.

Those delegates have shown little
public consclence on this Issue. We
wonder how they will feel when, in
time, the full ramlficatlons of the d‘?tl-
siqpvuhey took today will be felt.

are proud to belong to the grou|
In the ALP that has not bowed E]r lhg
enormous, unrelenting pressure that
has been brought to bear on us to
;l:::seanoaual position. We call on all
Isarmament groups to do

ble thelr etforts, along with n: to en:-
else thelr rights and help overturn the
policy at the next Conference.

“This Is a stry,
Egle which Is on a
K?.;l'd :ﬂle and {t will not cease In the
r in the community untll the

ordinary men and women and

children are h
this. Guvernm:rr;ﬁ
Following the reading of the state-
0an Coxsedge from Vie
re Tedmanson and Peter
mh Australla all ad-
onstrator
:l:r:rz kae‘g u;rgres:ure on 1812[- ALP to
U
rea:potn s; tasltrnterjm.isﬂmm“p‘}ll‘:gl'li;;
out of the ALP to form a
party (the Greens) Chlilds :;:'mlrlsllu
no questlon In my mind that we haye |:

conduct this struggle
Australlan Labor ngly."mm“h L

and acted upon by

Branches’ views ignored

Full steam ahead
on uranium mining

Antl-uranium protesters began pour-
ing Into Canberra on the weekend before
Natlonal Conference opened on July 9.
‘When the delegates arrived for the open-
Ing session they were greeted with a
myriad of banners, figures clad in black,
and a huge effigy of Hawke. Antl-
uranium songs were sung in the manner
of non-stop Gregorlan chanis

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

On the day of the uranlum debate,
Tuesday July 10, over 1000 protesters
crowded Into the lobbles of the hotel.
They surrounded the doors of the
Conference hall and crowded onto the
staircase leading up to it.

In unison they sang: “Which slde are
you on? Are you on the side of sulcide?
‘Are you on the side of genoclde? Which
slde are you on?"’ as the delegates pleked
a path through the human mass
Someane from Women for Survival read
out a telegram of support from the
women of the Greenham Common peace
camp in England

The tiny public gallery Inside the hall
was packed with protesters who held up
placards and cheered or Jeered the
speakers. The debate could also be heard
by those outslde and thelr roars helped
create the atmosphere of a bullfight

Minister for Minerals and Energy
Senator Peter Walsh opened the debate
with an aggressive speech In favour of
the draft policy submitted by the pollcy
commlttee.

This recommended indefinite mining
at the Ranger and Nabarlek mines in
Northern Territory and approval for the
development of the huge Roxby Downs
mine in South Australla. It proposed to
open the way for the signing of new ex-
port contracts.

Walsh’s maln arguments were that
uranlum mining 1s no more dangerous
than coal mining; that Labor had never
had a blankel ban on uranium mining;
and that there ls no evidence to suggest
that uranium exported for use In nuclear
power plants could end up being used for
the production of nuclear weapons.

These arguments were further
elaborated by Hawke's chief numbers
man, Senater Graham Richardson, who
fgnored all the evidence of the recent
decline In the nuclear power indusiry 1o
suggesi that by 1990 20 per cent of OECD
countries will depend on nuclear power

to some degree for the generatlon of

electricity

“What right have we,"” he implored,
“to deprive deprive people of light and
power?"

Victorlan delegate Joan Coxsedge led
the opposition by moving an amendment
which sought a ban on all new mines and
contracts, and the repudiation of con-
tracts for exporiing uranium to any
countries already involved in the produc-
tion of nuclear weapons

Although her amendment was a com:
promise 1o the extent that it would allow,
for example, the export of uranium to
Japan until the expiry of existing con-
tracts in 1996, Coxsedge put forward a
strong case for closing down the In-
dustry.

She pointed out that there Is no known
safe method for disposing of nuclear
wastes. And she debunked the arguments
of Walsh and Richardson by polnting out
that nuclear power currently contribules
just 1 per cent of world energy needs and
this proportion is shrinking.

She sald the argument that Australla
must continue exporting uranium in
order to have an influence In strengthen-
ing the safeguards in the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty is like arguing that
“‘one needs to become a eriminal in order
to control crime.” She suggested antl-
uranium sentiment had grown stronger
In the Party ranks since the sell-out of
antl-uranium policy at the 1982 National
Conference, and that the majority was
obvlously in favor of a strong antl-
uranium polley

Coxsedge was well supported by NSW
delegate Frank Walker who reminded
delegates that the massive disarmament
rally In Sydney on Aprll 15 had booed
when a message from Bill Hayden had
been read out. There could be no
guaraniee, he stressed, that the ranks of
the disarmament movement will stick
with the Party If It contlnues 1o betray
thelr interests. They might turn to the
Australian Democrats or even form a
new party like the Greens Party In West
Germany

Peter Duncan from South Ausiralla
moved a motlon similar to that of Cox-
sedge, except that It proposed to exempl
Roxby Downs from all bans. This gave
Bill Hayden an opportunity (o attack the
Left for hypocrisy.

Roxby Downs, he pelnted out, has a
deposit of 1.3 million tonnes compared to
400,000 tonnes In all other Australlan
deposits combined. 1f the Left maln-
talned a conslstent argument on the
dangers of muclear power and the

Joan Coxsedgs

proliferation of nuclear weapons, he sug-
gested, It would present ‘formlidable
arguments,” But in dermonstrating a wil-
lingness (o bargaln with principles It un
dermined lis case

Duncan's amendment was defeated
overwhelmingly on the volces. But Cox
sedge's amendment went down by the
relatlvely narrow margin of 55 to #

Victorlan Premler John Caln and
Attorney-General James Kennan and the
Queensland “'0ld Guard faetlon broke
ranks with the Right to vote for it. Bul the
Left lost the voles of officlals of the
Miscellaneous Workers Unlon in the
Tasmanlan and South Australlan delega

tlens.

The pro-uranium platferm Wwas
adopted.

Protesters oulside the hall were
angered by the result and a ¢ ouple of the

delegates, Including Hayden, w
jostled as they left. It Is & wonder they
weren't thrown down the stalrs
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Misrepresented

Doublespeak

Durlng Conterence Hawke defended
the presence of the U.S. war bases In
Australla, praised the aggressive
ANZUS military pact, defended
military aid to Indonesia and "'won"’ a
policy in favour of exportlng
Australian uranium. Yet during his
keynote address he sald:

"“This profound concern about dis-
armament and peace Is something
which unites all members of the
Labor Party as well as very broad
sectlons of the Australlan community.
We have demonstrated a commitment

and priority to arms control, disarma-
ment and peace unmatched by any
previous Government.” 3

Seems
reasonable

Just before the vote was {
the National Conference ::eﬂef
Standing Orders, Bill Hartley asked
whether they would come Info effect
immediately or after the end of the
Conference as s the case with plat-
lmjm changes. When Nevllle Wran
said he Intended using the new
procedure for this Conference
H?rtley agaln rose to his feet to say:’
Mr Chairman, may I then speak In
support of the resolution on the clear
understanding that after the forelgn
affairs debate on Wednesday, when
we repudiate the Amerlcan alllance,

It will come Into eff v
g ect on Wednesday

Counting
the
numbers

Diuring the Confercnce debate
‘Easi Timor, Bill Hayden took exzeo;
tlon to elaims by the Left that It Is Im-
possible 1o know what is really hap-
pening In East Timor by saylng *We
now have a 1“]1:‘:”“ In Jakarta." An
Interjector yelled out: *

ea ones In Eost Timor o+ 0 1

Timoress protest at Canference

Jose Ramos Horta 1s the official
representative of Fretilin at the United
Nations. He was in Australla for ahout a
month leading up to the Conference and
attended the Conference, where he took
E;urt in ann:: of the last-minute negotla-

ions on the
Siu e policy motion on East

At the conclusion of the del -
pressed anger ai the I\ypﬂtrlz;l:l]m::e
who suggested that Australla must
recognise the annexation of East Timor
as an accomplished fact. Australia, he
pointed out, directly assisted that Ill‘l-
nexation by pr:vl\ung military ald to

an

(.-n:-ler :ur the whele mmﬁe

e felt the whole forelg
::I:::le I?vaded the central quI:stlI.:llluaxi

ralla
r!slﬂr: a's aggressive role in the

Before the debate be,
gan he

Tollowing comments to hhn:mﬁt?l:‘

“It Is disappolntin;

t g that an |
which 1s of prineiple and which I.nv:l:::
a unlversally recognlsed right — the
rlglhtl to self-determination for all
;ﬂ onlsed people — has become such a
Clufsli(::}e[nf:!-?: 1{ur the ALP Natlonal

- It 1s as If th
determination for East %I:u::.ri:'el e
Pple Is something new and yetithas I?e:’
on ihe agenda of the United Nat a
since 1961. e

"It Is simply outrageous
that
the ALP Natlonal Conference nn:dg:m

has to debate and lobby hard for our

right that has been establl
shed
UN. The ssue of sel.bdetermina?lyn;hl:

petraged

Ramos Horta comments:

‘Horse-trading’ on
East Timor
NG s MoA

bul not beaten

|

older than the Labor Party liself solt s
absurd fo have to come to Canberra |
de.bale it agaln.
‘What I have been watching here has
ﬂ“glh‘l!:ehn a dsha:e over principles
ut more lke - 4

caltle auction. i

“'To & large extent what happens here
is Irrelevant anyway he([";lausv the
Australian Labor Government has
found ways and means to evade [m
plﬁmen"ug the old policy.
o The motlon to be put forward by

arry Jones (see article page 11) Is cer
fainly belter than whal Hayden was
;nlerlatnlng a few weeks ago. So there
TT; been some success for the East

l,r lobby in Australia and the Left.
3 l;fl‘r weeks ago, In fact a few days
mxxi Hayden was talking about fol
IIMIrLgsMalculm Fraser's pollcles en-
L t::lét.o the result Is an improvement

“The partlelpation of Timores

e peo
E‘&:ilem the protests outside lph\s
shuw;m:ce Was quite Important. It
P hl al they are concerned about
b hnrolhers and sisters and relatlves
“mme:;el}‘T:E;‘;ane about 10,000 East
al
silltll;te an Important :eal?g.wn "
n some States we can be a political

f:z;ce‘ In Darwin, for examvlc.pwp :rv
i second largest ethnle community.
[ﬂe_ are planning a blg natlonal con-
iy ence of East Timorese Peaple in
tmalmllil on Anzac Day next year with
snrl*lzn Buests coming from the United
“:;;eis" and Europe, Including Por-

Foreign policy
Hayden’s

Bill Hayden's performance in the
foreign policy debate at Conference at-
tracted a lot of attentlon. It was highly
provocative and had the dual alm of
pushing the Party platform fo the right
while attempting 1o ridicule and Isolate
the Left, In partieular the Victorian
Soclallst Left.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

‘He began the debate by saying that he
hoped time would not be wasted in "lr-
relevant’’ argument. He suggested It was
presumptuous of delegates to submit mo
tlons on developments in all parts of the
world when they could not possibly know
as much as he did. It would be far better,
he suggested, If the Party just left mat-
ters in his hands.

When the Left raised Its opposition to
the ANZUS military alllance and to U.S
bases he claimed they were using tired
old arguments that had no validity.

“For Christ's sake, I've been to Plne
Gap and Nurrungar,” he exclaimed at
one point. Bul he was not prepared 1o
report what he had seen and told
delegates they would have to be content
with the Information (or lack of i) con-
tained in Hawke's June 6 statement to
Parliament on the function of the bases.

He was prepared fo resort to bald-
faced lies and distortlons. He agreed with
the extreme right-wing views of Bill Mor-
tison on East Timor and Bob Carr on
Central Amerlea.

He accused Fretllin of breaking last
year's ceasefire In East Timor with an
unprovoked and cold-blooded attack on
Indoneslan troops. But he presented no
evidence 1o support the unllkely proposi-
tion that Fretilin would choose (o bring
down the wrath of the Indoneslans on
thelr heads. And he completely lgnored
the mountaln of evidence on the
genocidal war of atirition the Indone-
slans have Inflicted on the country for
over elght years

He agreed with Carr's assertlon that
the Sandinista Government In Nlcaragua
has been gullty of gross violatlons of
human rlghts and that the Left |s belng
hypocritical In defending it. But again he
presented no evidence to back his elaims.
And he Ignored the enormous soclal
ealns that have been made In Nicaragua
desplte the best efforts of the Reagan ad
ministration to re-lmpose a pro-
Imperialist dictatorship

Rather than drawing attention 1o the
fact that Nicaragua Is besleged by
counter-revolutlonary forces armed and
trained by the U.S. CIA, he drew atten-
tlon to an allegatlon that Nlcaraguan
troops had crossed the border Into Costa
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Hayden pushed platform hard right.

Rica and attacked Costa Riecan
militiamen In early May. Hayden knows
that the incident he referred to was a
stunt staged by a right-wing section of
the Costa Rican police working closely
with the Nigcaraguan counter
revolutionarles operating out of that
country. He also knows that the Costa
Rican Government has subsequently
stated publicly that It has no fight with
Nlcaragua. But the truth did not sult his
PUrposes.

Hayden withdrew his own motion on
East Timor which had stressed the need
for better relatlons belween Australia
and Indonesia and only mentloned In pas
sing that the Party had disapproved of
the way the former Portuguese colony
had been "“Incorporated’” into Indonesia.
In lts place he accepted a similar motlon
from Victorlan delegate Barry Jomes
which began by stating concern at the in-
corporation and at reports of “renewed
flghting."

Havden told delegaies he was nol par-
tlcularly happy with the alteratlons to his
orlginal motlon but was prepared to ac-
cept It. It dropped support for self-
determination and Ineluded de facto
recognition of the annexatlon. An amend-
ment almed at restoring support for self-
determination lost by a vote of 43 ta 55.

In maving to delete mention of ANZU:
In the Party platform, Victorlan delegaie
Joan Coxsedge polnted out that it in-
volves Australla In an aggressive
military strategy In Asla. She sald
Australla s one of only flve natlons in the
waorld whose traops are tralned solely for

operations in other countrles. However,
her motlon was vigorously attacked by
both Hayden and Hawke and 1t lost by 3T-
Another Victorian delegate, Joe Camil-
leri, moved an amendment to the plat-
form calling for the phasing out of the
1.8, bases. He pointed out that they play
a role In the navigation of nuclear-armed
submarines and In pinpointing targets in
the Soviet Union. They therefore, a
part of the U.S. etfort 1o achleve a first-.
strike capaclty against the Soviet Unlon
The bases, he sald, inerease rather
than decrease the risk of nuclear war and
are opposed by a large and growing sec-
tlon of the Australlan populatlon Hls
amendment did better than that of Cox
sedge on ANZUS but lost by 43 10 55
“The Left also falled to win enaugh sup
port for recognition of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation, recognition of
the Heng Samrin Governmen! in Kam
puchea, ending military ald to the Phillp
plnes, ending trade with South Afrlea and
for condemning Indonesla’s efforts to
flood Irlan Jaya with people ‘tran-
smigrated” from Java
Hayden's role In the debate angered
many on the Left who had previously
supported him agalinst Hawke, # pader
of the Party from 1977 1o 1983 he had al
lowed a number of progressive forelgn
policy positlons o stand unchallenged
However, Hayden ls now a minister in
the Hawke Government. Al Conference
he was determined lo prove himself in
that capaclty and fo bring Party polley
into llne with Government pr actlee

i
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Who really ‘owns’ the

Labor Party?

Durlng his keynote speech to
Conference Bob Hawke told delegates:
“When I took out my first ticket In the
ALP nearly 40 vears ago — in 1947 — I did
not feel 1 was buying a share [n the
Party, There was no sense of partlal
ownership. This reflects a truth we would
all do well to ponder upon — le that there
Is not proprietorship of the Party. 1do not
own It, you do not own I1, nor together do
all Its members own It 5

By Pat Brewer

Mermber Forest Lodge (NSW) Branch
and Amalgamated Metals, Foundry
and Shipwrights Union

“The concept of a trust is much more
Televant. Our Party historically has
been, and In my view Temalns, an instru-
ment to advance the interests and well.
belng of the mass of the Australlan peo.
ple. If anyone has a beneficial Interest in
our Party It is the people, particularly
those who support it with their volte, and
we are the trustees for them.” i

On the surface this may seem like a
democratic notlon — all Australlans
have a stake in the ALP. But n fact it is
the very opposite, What Hawke was tell-
Ing delegates, particularly those of the
Left, was that the Government will not
accept thelr direction. He was saying
Iha?‘!he Government has been elected by
:::'?}101::! of Australlan people” and s,

b
e esponsible to thern and not

But who determines what the *
Australian people’ wani — Bnn’?izs\:f;
and his cronles? The unfortunate 1ruth Is
that public oplnion™ frequently reflects
the opinions propagated in the media out.
lets owned by the likes of Rupert Mur-
doch and the Fairfax empire. These
enemies of the labour movement arelna
position to manipulate public opinion
wlg:la daily dose of lles and distortions,
" the other hand the organised labour

OVEMEn! — through the trade unions
ﬁl;: Fl'jnyrel,truclurrs — I5 In a good posl-

reflect the immed i
and interests of the mass oli::sr;?:{:;re?-

The Labor Parly was formed

YEArs ago precisely becayse 1hes:';aT:p?2

were :w;lﬂ:ny];n(luence 1n the political

sphere. e Farly put Into E

Program determined by the ranﬁr:l':tln:

‘nlabouu:nmﬂngnl H would be EOVerning
Inlerests of the overwhelming ma.

Jortty rather in the Interests of those with
and Influence,

But at Conference Hawke went out of
his way to stress the Independence of his
Government from the Party and unlon
ranks. For example, he intervened In the
foreign policy debate to make it clear
that “any Government led by me” will
never tolerate policies designed to
weaken the alliance with the U.S,

He accused Victorlan Soclallst Left
Ieaders like BIll Hartley and Joan Cox-
sedge of spreading ‘‘violent antl-
Americanism” which has “'no place In
the Labor Party."

In addition to confirming the In-
dependence of the Government from
democratic control by the Party,
Conference took steps to Increase the
Ppower of the National Executive. It was
decided to draft uniform national rules
for all State Branches, and this will leave
the executive as the final arbiter in all
disputes.

Already this year the executive has in-
fervened In the Queensland Branch over
Senate preselections and has decided to
Intervene in Victorla over the affiliation

Abortion:

Bob Hawke
applications of four NCC-dominated ur

5. i

Conference also endorsed a decislon t:
infervene In the Australlan Capital Te
ritory Branch to bring its rules Into lin
with those elsewhere. This followed a dls
pute over the results of the electlon
ACT delegates to Natlonal Conferenc
which resulted In a Conference vote t
Feplace the elected delegate with a suj
porter of Hawke.

Hawke's plan Is to make the Part
siructure subservient to the parliamen
tary leadership. He sees it as an Instru
ment of his pro-capitalist Government

‘Conscience vote’ stays

The right of women ta have fres
as to whether or not to have an a‘fﬂ':’?:::
has be_(-n a central demand of the
women’s movement for ahout 15 years.
In that time access to abortions has in-
creased dramatleally, yet laws agalnst

having abortlons remaln
faxgs 0on the criminal

Pat Brewer

Member Forest Lodge (NSW) B
rancl

and the Amalgamated Metals, Foundryh
and Shipwrights Union
—_—

A miajor reason for the {

act

legislatlon lags behind I:Dml’ﬂllllﬂy“l:ft-
tltudes and actual practice {5 that the
Labor Party has refalned the rldiculous
Solluﬁ that Its parllamentarians should

i i i
qu:-sll;:?d @ "'consclence vote' on thg

However, the pressure for
the consclence vote has alsz.h?::g:"x:f
(c:rn;.laslng and at the 1987 Natlona)

ETence a motlon t

Sl encea n 1o that etfect lost by

AL [hls Conference a deal w;

as

allnw Rah Hawke and other ngg::::ee;?

ke SR

le[ader: 10 be seen vating for the Insertion
?ha clause In favour of abortion rights in
deie‘?dlaérorm On women, while they
ed  retentio, 0N e

b n of the consclence
CThe polley platform submitted to
onference contalned the followlng
flexll‘jence: “‘Labor supports the par-
il;:lt ar right of women fo cholce of fer-
¥ control and abortion.” An amend-
Ment to delete the words ““and abortion”
Was defeated declsively desplte an Im-
lrin!:;:oned Speech In favour of the amend-
Bowenw Deputy Prime Minister Llonel

When It came 1o the debate on Party
rules, Senator Pat Giles from Western
Australla moved that all Labor
I;Iitrlinmen!arlans elected or preselected
i er July 13, 1984, be obliged to support

arty pollcy on abortlon rights, while
those elected earlfer should abstaln,

However, this was not part of the deal
ﬁ]d S0 Hawke, and other Government
_'aders. came oul in support of the
c"rvlght" of parllamentarlans to put thelr
pulIC;’rEWS on this subject above Party

The Glles amendment lost by 35 to 55.

Bill Hartley

‘Left can gain support’

One of the leading left delegates at
Conference — Bill Hartley from Vie-
torla — has been a delegate to 14 con-
secutive Conferences since 1963. He Is a
member of the Forelgn Affairs and
Defence Policy Committee and the Vie-
torian Branch Administrative Commii-
tee. His comments on the 1884
Conference were as follows:

“The left abviously didn’t do well at
Conference In terms of results. T think
they did well enough In terms of argu-
ment. The proposals we put were quite
moderate and maybe they could he
criticised for not fully addressing the Is-
sues. But I think we have come out with
a number of pluses.

“The position of the so-called Centre
Left, which signals left and turns right,
has been been very clearly defined. It
has left the Left occupying the whole of
the left ground and a lot of the middle
ground, and the whole Party will res-
pond hy glving the Left more support at
the next Conference.

‘‘Seme of the Centre Left delegates
came to Conference saying they were
anti-uranium and against 1U.S. bases
and had more socialist-oriented poiicles
on a wide range of issues. But they jusi
didn't vote that way. They voted with
the Government.

‘“Hayden was unnecessarily
abrasive. But his rele was not really a
surprise because we are quite active in
the Federal Foreign Affalrs and
Defence Policy Committee, and we
knew which way things were going
there. He really went in and kicked
hard and that was disappointing to the
extent that we have given him a lot of
support in the past.

“I suppose that the result on East
Timor was one of the higgest disap-
pointments because it is normally a
‘soft’ issue in the sense that you can at-
tract support from the Centre and the
Right on the fundamental question of
justice for the Timorese people. And yet
there we lost our majority.
“Admittedly this was one areas

where we had some Influence on the
negotiations, but we dido’t go far
enough and we went down,

Ithough it Is not spelt out expliclt-
1¥, Australia has now recognlsed the In-
corporation of East Timor Inte In-
donesia and that is a most unfortunate
thing.

“‘But as I said before the Left now has
the opportunity to augment its support
and we must keep on developing lssues.
We are obligated as a matter of pollcy
o accept Conlerence declslons, but we
will ceriainly be working for better
positions at the next Conference. And as
the Centre Left has blown lis cover It
could well be interesting.

“In regard to the situation In Victoria
with the attempt to bring back the four
NCC-dominated unions, we decld:d not
te have the debate at Conference
because we had assurances aboui the
way the question will he dealt with. And
it will not be an Immediate and urgent
problem for the labour movement."

Another ASIO inquiry

Combe ‘not guilty’,
but no compo

Bob Hawke's “flxer’’ Bob Hogg was
glven the credit for putting together a
maotion exonerating David Combe for his
role in the so-called Combe-Ivanov at
fair.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

In reallty Hogg had hls work cut out to
prevent Hawke copping a lot of criticlsm
on the floor of aver the fact that he was
prepared to blacklist Combe on the basls
of an unsubstantiated report from ASIO.
South Australlan delegates were
prepared to Introduce a motlon calling
for compensation for Combe

As It turned out Hawke was able to glve
a long speech suggesting that he was
pleased to welcome his “colleague and
friend of many years standing" (Combe,
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that is) back into the fold. He told
delegates It had been “‘heart rending’ to
do ASIO's bldding and create a publlc
scandal over the fact that the Sovlet
Union, like most other countries, maln-
tains intelligence personnel at [ts
Australlan Emba:
The motlon to exonerate Combe and of-
fer him a job was adopted unanlmously,
but this did not flow through to support
for a motion calling for an open, public
inquiry Into the “scope, purpose and
functlons of all known securlty and Intel-
ligence organisations In Australla.”
The call for an Inquiry was part of an
amendment to the Caonstitutional and
Legal platform moved by Victorlan
delegale Joan Coxsedge. It also called
for abolition of the political police func-
tlons of these organlsatlons; abandon-
ment of the term ““subverslon s a legal
basls for securlly and [ntelligence opera.
tlons; Investlgation of the past activity of

David Combe =
the organisations: perlodic revie
presented to Parliament on thelr work;
and the establishment of an Appeals
Tribunal to hear and determine actlon in
case of complalnts from people affected
by security operations.

“Coxsedge presented a convinelng case
for the abolition of the existing securlty
agencles by recounting their role in the
frame-up of Combe; the frame-up of
three Ananda Marga members on their
alleged Involvement in the Hilten bomb
ing; the practice raid on Melbourne's
Sheraton Hotel; and the link between

5

ASIO and the Infamous Nugan-Hand
Bank.

However, her amendment lost by a
vote of 43 to 55. Instead Conmference
adopted a platform which 'z-q'l|l|€.d
ftself to deleting “'subversion’ as a basis
for securlty operatlons and the appoint
ment of a sin| ‘ombudsman™ flgure to
hear complaints

13
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Labour:
growing
support for
the miners

Since the miners’ sirike began In early April, there
growing activity in the Labour Party lllaysllppport the m"
As the strike spread ang the miners declared that they were
prepared to stiek it out till Christmas, or as long as necessary to
win, It became elear that material ald would be vital, food and
money especially. As police action against the strlke hag
meunied, mass pickets have been organised.
Janet Burstall

Member R ici
et ozelle East (ALP) Branch and Municipal Employees

The response from the Labour Party has .
v ed 1 :
hef:::)du:u%portl Inghese tasks, to attempts t:llgnurerfﬂ :I'EI}I:
b arty Branches have been Instrumental In es.
::::‘J;l:;['zg! or?:z:nl“;cal sdupp]ort commlttess which have ralsed
s, and collected food for the miners, I
where there are mo mines, some sy i
adopted a pit.  Examples of Labour barty corniices have
ty organised
include 10 enaches visting i i 130 B
1 E Kent miners from East Londs
Visits to Londan by Nottinghamshire mi St
: ners to raise funds,
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trade unions, we constantly hear references to the miners’ vic-
tory heing a victory for all workers and for the broad trade union
movement and labour movement. That statement rings true to-
day even more than it did at the beginning of the strike because
now the miners, hy thelr tremendous fighting spirit and
sacrifice, are in sight of the winning post.

Yet, as all trade unionists know, the Establishment faclng
defeat will use the police, judges and every means of vile
propaganda in order to attack the NUM and thelr families.

Therefore it is important that all trade unlon executives
should now consider not only how much more money they are
prepared to contribute to the NUM Fighting Fund, but alse what
other steps, including Industrial action, they are now ready to
take in order to clinch victory in the next few weeks.

In 197273 the trade unlon movement, In Its fight against the In-
dustrial Relatlons Act, served notlee on the Government in
several ways, Including taking Industrial action to remove the
five dockers from FPentonville Gaol and put the Act In cold
storage. That kind of action Is Y ¥
now.

We ask you to place this letter before your Executlve Commit-
tee and urge you to now joln with the NUM in a more effective
way and turn flnancial and meral support into broader in-
dustrial action.

We look forward to an urgent response to our plea on behall of
the miners who we all recognise are, with the help of some
rallway and other workers, carrylng on the Industrial side of the
battle single-handed.

What is your trade unlon prepared to do in order to broaden
the action and bulld on the support already given?

Yours Sincerely

Joan Maynard and 38 other MPs Including Tony Benn, Jo
Richardson, Stuart Holland, Erlc Heffer, Jeremy Corbym,
Audrey Wise et al.

Labor Milltant, August 1984

How you can help

Move resolutions in your Party units and trade unlon
Branches supporting the miners and condemning the British
Government and the National Coal Board. Forward these to
the British High Commission, Canberra, ACT, 2600. Send a
copy to the British National Unlon of Miners care of the
Miners’ Federation of Australla, 377 Sussex Street, Sydney,
2000,

Raise money with motions, and by taking up a collection.
Donations can also be forwarded via the Australlan Miners
Federation at the above address.

Why the miners are
striking

(Reprinted from the National Unlon of Miners' pamphlet
“Coal not Dole. )

The future of our pits and towns Is In Jeopardy.

® 70 pits and 70.000 jobs at lrast are to go by 1988. Over 100,000
Jobs will go by the vear 2000,

® Government and management are attacking on all fronis.
Basic wage rates are falling. Management threatens miners
over the heads of the union. Rich coal reserves are sterllised or
by-passed so that men can be sacked.

® Our villages and towns face decay and misery. They will be
left without employment opportunitles. ¥oung people have no
hope. Yet, above and underground, things could be different

Above ground:

® Instead of starving the industry of funds, Government
should pay subsidies per tonne at least at the level of other Eura-
pean coal industries. The money that goes Into redundancles
and closures should go Into production

® The nuclear programme should be halted, Instead of belng
used to crush the mining industry.

® Imports should be stopped. Where coals, such as anthraclte,
are nol presently avallable in great enough quantities, Invest-
ment should be undertaken to produce them
xports should be Increased. Europe is supposed to be self
sufficient in energy. Yet It imports over 70 milion tunnes of coal,
including large quantities from South Africa!

@ The Goverment must support new ways of using coal. Many
of these are already well advanced In other countries.

® By the v 2000, If the Tory Government has Its way,
nuclear power will provide almost half our electriclty. That may
mean over 50m tonnes of coal pushed out of productlon or over
100,000 jobs lost

® And the Tories have not been able to conceal their Inten-
tions, A leaked Cabinet minute of 23rd October, 1979, noted that:

“'A nuclear programme would have the advantage of remov-
Ing a substantial portlon of electricity from disruption by In
dustrial action of coalminers and transport workers." The
pamphlet goes on to outline how things could be different un-
dergrouna. Arthur Scarglll has since ralsed the stakes In the
sirike, by adding to the no pit elosures demand the following de-
mands for the strike, which are also presented in the pamphlet:

® A reaffirmation by the Coal Board and the Government of
the plan for Coal, tie expanslonist plan agreed between the
Government, Coal Board and unlons In 1874,

® Development of 40 million tonnes new capaclty.

@ New investrent to expand all exisilng pits.

® Rapid development of new coal burning technologles.
The intraduction of a 4 day week.
A substantlal increase In wages.
® Retirement age brought down to 53,
#® A scheme to protect wage rates.




Petition drive

Protest repression in Turkey

The following petition is being cir-
culated around the labour movement on

Protest execu-
tlons and torture in Turkey, the petition
was passed around at the Canberra
Natlonal Conference, galning more than
30 signatures of ALP members — In-
cluding MP Ken Fry, Further coples of
the petition for distribution in Branches
can be obtained at the STWA (address
below):

**Om Apri] 11, 265 left-wing prisoners in
the Metris and Sagmalcllar milltary jalls
in Istanbul {n Turkey went on hunger
sirike to protest agalnst torture and bad
treatment.

At the beginning of June, 15 of the
hunger strikers were hospltalised in a
critieal condition. Recently, four of the

prisoners died, In the ninth week of their
heraic struggle, They were Abdullah
Merel, Havdar Basbag, Sermet Parkan
of the Dev-Sol (Revelutlonary Left)
organisation, and Fatih Oktulmus of the
TKIE (Union of Turkish Communists).

“Lawyers for the prisoners said that
Parkan had sulcided by cutting his
wrists; the other three had dled due to
their refusal 1o eat. The hunger strike s a
last resort for the Turkish political
prisoners in the face of the inhuman for.
ture that is a constant feature of -the
prison regime,

*“In additlon, more than 300 polltical
prisoners have been sentenced to death
by Turkish military courts. These
sentences are awalting ratification by
the parllament before belng carrled out,
Altogether, there are over 5000 prisoners
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Social Rights
Campaign seminars

The Social Rights Campalgn — formed In 1983 by a ni
umb
1lomsls‘ ALP members and others on the basls of rej:'emon of the
cepts of the Prices and Incomes Accord — Is holding major se,
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séntence on political charges

“Already 48 have been executed The
others are llkely 10 suffer the same 1
unless International protests can halt this
brutal slaughter by the military regime

“We, the undersigned Australlan
Labor Party and trade union represen
tatlves and members, strongly pr t
these outrageous crimes by the Turkish
dictatorship. We condemn all yse of tor
ture and executions of Turkish political
Prisoners as an assault on basic human
Tights,

“‘We urge the Australian Labor govern
ment to use all possible means 10 protest
these human rights violations and to de.
mand an immediate end to them.

“(Please return to: Sydney Turkish
Workers Assoclation, PO Box 169,
Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012 )

MP counters
ic:rs on
Nicaragua

About 220 people attended a meeting In
Sydney on July 19 to celebrate the fifth
anniversary of the Nicaraguan Revolu
tlon. They were treated to a showlng of
Dawn of the People — a new film about
the 1580 literacy campalgn In Nicaragua
= and a talk by Peter Milton — a Federal
k;:nrls:;tarélahmohnlarlan from Victorla

Visited both Nica o
l’al‘va tils i, régua and Cuba
0 one eould visit Nicaragua, Milton
salid, without belng Impressed with (e
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women’s affairs

Women and Labor

Conference on racism them

More than 1500 women from all over
the couniry attended the recent Women

“and Labor Conference In Brisbane on the

weekend of July 13-15. The fourth of these
Important gatherings of women from all
kinds of backgrounds and Involved In
many different organisations marked
progress In several respects for the
women's movement.

Coral Wynter

Member Darlington (NSW) Branch and
Amalgamated Metals, Foundry and
Shipwrights Union

‘The main theme of the Conference tnls
year was raclal discriminatlon agalnst
Aborlginal and migrant women. And, un
llke previous Conferences, this one at-
fracted a considerable number of
migrant and Aboriginal women to its ses-
slons.

Although racism was the major focus
of the Conference, there were a wide
varlety of papers given on every con-
celvable tople — from economic ques-
tlons, to women's health, to women and
sclence. Workshops were glven on

tenosynevitis, pornography, historical
toples and many others.

While there were some feelings by a
number of the Aboriginal and migrant
women that thelr problems had not been
sufficlently taken up In the Conference,
this led to a much more concrete discus-
slon by many participants of the real
nature of the oppression of migrant and
Black women In Australia today.

A couple of sessions on women and the
economic crisls strongly criticised the
ALP-ACTU Accord as helping to prevent
changes necessary to defend women and
all workers from the devastating effects
of unemployment and falling living stan-
dards.

There were also lively discusslons of
the heavy burdens suffered by migrant
women In the workforce and as
housewives. This led to debate about how
to increase the links with migrant
women's groups in future.

Highlights of the Conference were the
International sesslons Involving the two
visiting women from Cuba, Isabel
Jomarron and Hilda Vasallo, and the
representative from the African Natlonal
Congress, Gertrude Schope.

Jomarron and Vasallo spoke of the

Cuban women
visit Illawarra

The two members ot the aeiegation of
Cuban women In Australla at the Invita-
tion of NSW Labor Women (see article
Page 28) visited the Illawarra distrlct on
July 7

Isabel Jomarron — president of the se-
cond largest branch of the Federatlon of
Cuban Women (FMC) and member of
the Central Commitiee of the Cuban
Communist Party — and Hilda Vasallo —
from the [nternatlonal Department of the
FMC — wanted to meet women Involved
in the Jobs for Women Campaign.

Rohynne Murphy

Member Wollongong (NSW) Branch
and Federated Ironworkers Associa-
tion

The women In this campalgn, who are
mainly migrants, are taking court action
agalnst BHP for its diseriminatory hir-
ing practices, They fought long and hard
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to win their jobs in the Port Kembla
steelworks, only to lose them In the lay-
offs of 1982 and 1983.

Women from the campalgn described
their struggle to the Cubans over a lunch
of Macedonlan food. They explalned how
they had been able to use antl-
discrimination legislation, Introduced by
the Wran Labor Government, to win jobs
— and are attempting to use the same
legislation 1o win them back,

Jomarron and Vasallo were told of the
difficultles the women have faced in thelr
fight to win back their jobs. The NSW
Legal Ald Commisslon refused to glve
financial support on the grounds that the
case had Inadequate "merlt, even though
the laws have mever been tested In this
way before

The Women's Advisory Commisslon
has boosted the campaign by providing a
grant of $10,000 but It will be difficult to
win through without additional legal ald.

The vislt of the Cubans llifted the
morale of the women in the campaign.

Gortrude Schope

significant gains made by women
through the Cuban Revolution and the
leading role they contlnue to play In
Cuban soclal life. Schope described the
desperate oppression experlenced by
Black women In South Africa and the
ongoing struggle against the raclst
Apartheld system

All In all, the Conference resulted in a
more realistic discussion of the soclal
crisls facing women under capltallsm to-
day than in previous years.

Both Jomarron and Vasallo sald that
they fully supported the alm of the cam
palgn and would take news of it back to
the Federatlon of Cuban Women.

Jomarron and Vasallo were also given
a reception dinner by women In the
Labor Party. Speakers at the dinner In-
cluded Stan Woodbury, representing the
South Coast Labor Counell; Peggy Er
rey, from the ALP; Fred Moore, from
the Australla-Cuba Friendship Soclety:
and Christine Kibble, from NSW Labor
Women

Also present were representatives of
Chile Solldarity, the Committee In
Solidarity with Central America and the
Carlbbean, and the Committee of
Uruguyan People.

When Jomarron spoke she sald she had
been pleased lo see the banmer
“Welcome companeras — your victory s
our insplration.” The Cuban people, she
explalned, are determined to remaln the
inspiration of revolutionarles througheout
the world,

n



unions

How the NCC works

sinister dealings with trade unlon ballots. In fact he boasts ahgy
it

Santamaria claims to have a legltimate Interest In the |abor
movement's affairs. Perhaps that's why he addresses so man.
NCC fund-ralsing dinners attended by buslnessmen and conser-
vative politicians,

At such dinners, Santamarla outlines his views of the trade up
ions, thelr weak points, ways in which they can be undermined

ways of foppling long-standing union officlals. . . It's a
valuable service, and one, no doubt, that many businessmen wij
pay big money for.

There remaln many unanswered questlons about Santamar|s
and his secretive NCC; most concern thelr operations, their
fum'ls_ and their membership. But there can be no question what-
soever about his motives —time and again he's shown that he Is
fundamentally opposed to the very idea of independent
d trade unions, opposed to the policles of the Labor

The following are extracts from an elght-page broadsheet cal-
Council CONSPIRACY produced by the

n Box 156, PO Abb 3067, The
i <contalns material on the history of the NCC, Its
‘methods of operation and & number of speclile case histories,

The ACTU Executive [n March
% e ity
ﬁ‘ﬁ Interferen Fiorsnce In trade union electlons. The ACTU decislons

S by some 17 unlons over interf
BCe practices in recent ballots in the Ama“mg:;:tg
v & Tighls Unlon (AMFSU),

appealing for fund:
‘metal unlon and teachers umon:i:

effeciively break the back of the leff In Australia,

for Natlonal Secretary) in 1981 (agal
il and In

Party and apposed to the interests of Australian workers.
This pamphlet was produced by several unlons who are con
cerned by the apparent revival of the NCC In the labor move-
ment. It provides a thumbnall sketch of the NCC's operatlons,
its motives and history will hopefully alert unlonlsts and the
community generally fo the menace of the Natlonal Clvic Coun
:.1;;1;;;'5 sinister conspiracy agalnst the interests of Australian

"Every active member of the NCC s full i
ly aware that during 198182
f:; p?:\l}:ipefcd by way of canvassing and/or dfsl'r{bulmngo! how to
misf' (ets ln;wrsepsr-la campaigns in the steel ang engineering
ries and . . . mora recantly in the public service
#nd media communications. "

Bob Santamaria, 1982

Case study:
The Metalworkers

nI’.ir;Eo:I:Ihe:Il‘{ Santamaria's prime farget over the last 20 years
Rl bet etalworkers' Unlon, Repeatedly, he's singled out
0n as the “jewel in the lef1's erown', a prize which would

w;.['nh: NCC-slgz::urbe:matlalckst:egan In the early 1960s with
es In

Ul%:lel _;WCI(Q:JE e pmdece’:“:mnlgamated Engineering

bl ) LRSSt e v

H € late *T0s when a so-

;;rrl;l:sGmnp * under the leadership of Rod Kelly

e e and expensive campalgns [o selze

. Ing positlons In the unjon
elly himself has stood for eleet|o !

Ir:'h: }Sio (agalnst Jack Kidd
stJohn Halfpenny for vic-
A 1982 (against Dick Scott for National
e 9ceaslons he has been defeated. But the

ety PAIENS have been £normous, :
LY sponsored a team 19 stand agalnst Laurle Car-
l!,ul‘rllgaﬂnnal Secretary) and Dick Scott
., I campalgn, which agaln was unsuc-

alEﬂ 1o have cost §140, 000,

e .(_u,u_;rsllan"13‘7_32),Sanlamarlaexpllc!r-
Was funding the ‘campalgn to elect Miller
not got the money g Put Into that cam-

' NCC had supplied the m

anpowe| B
Velopes by hand, Samnmarlaps“lv;‘dl: ‘r‘nAl‘;jn
communlst team 15 Opposed by an any|.

tortan Secrer
sident)

team we have done everything in our power to sup
ti-communist team. That applles to the AMWSU
, Gerald Mercer speaking on the ABC's AM program
that the NCC had put $140,000 into the AMWSU cam.
support of Kelly's team. A leaflet from the Industrial
d also criticlsed the NCC's “expenditure of $140,000
imalling out of large volumes of propaganda supporting
ael's opponenis’’.

|CC was again exposed when Jim Nagvi who was elected
justralian Assistant Secretary of the AMWSU In 1982,
ted the NCC after it refused him financlal assistance to
gurt costs involved with the ballof.

Pesa, SA President of the NCC wrote In ““News Weekly"
“Of course I gave assistance to Mr Naqvl, when he re-
it . . . T would have been ashamed to refuse.

was given ta him to obtain his legal rights, which were
ely upheld by the Federal Court . . . He was helped to
his campaign for the position of Asslstani Secretary

Ml wrote: “'I make no secret that I sought financlal as-
ite from many organisations in my electlon campaign, in-
the National Civie Councll. I make no secret that I did
e financlal support . . ."

ow realise that some people who supported me did not
my Interests at heart, nor the interests of my unlon and our
bers."

itlonal confirmation of the NCC's role in the Nagvl ballot
ewith the split between the Industrial Action Fund and the
'An TAF pamphlet criticised two well-publiclsed cam.
5 In the Metalworkers which “*had only succeeded in plac-
y one man, Jim Nagvi . . . ."”

@ IAF pamphlet also went on to criticise the NCC's role in
‘Kelly group’s bid 1o oust Carmichael and Scott in 1982:
“The expenditure of $140,000 (!'!) and the malling out of large
es of propaganda supporting Carmichael's opponents was
ISubstitute for organisation of which they had none.

Rod Kelly
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“‘In the event, Carmichael won, and his opponent, Kelly, sub-
sequently repudiated the NCC , . '

5 In the recent ballot for natlonal organlser and nine Natlonal
Conference delegates In Queensland, it s estimated that the
reform group spent about $250,000 nationally in printed and
radlo advertising and publicity. There has still been no evidence
Zf{:u?' fundraising within the union’s membership by the Kelly

Here's just some of the activities of this operation;

® At least 10 separate leaflets, some belng four page fold-out
with Inserts. Four leaflets were posted to members and every
member recelved at least two leaflets. (107,000 members were
entltled to vote). By contrast, the left candldates could afford
only one leaflet

® Professionally produced radlo advertisements were carried
by ten Queensland radio statlons (cost $10,000) plus ads on
regional TV stations.
gg‘q Three half-page ads In the Sydney Dally Telegraph (cost:
$6,90)

® Thousands of AMFSU members were {ndividually canvas-
sed by telephone In Queensland, NSW and Victorla.

#® Months of alr travel, expensive hotel accommodation, hire
cars for several individuals,

® Legal costs of court actions against the union (including
hire of a Queen's Counsel).

Kelly and members of his group have denied allegations about
outside funding of their campalgn and NCC money In particular.

A 1983 fund-ralsing letter from the NCC Presldent Mark Posa
provides a candld view of the NCC's attltude to both the AMFSU
and teacher unlons.

“Regrettably, governments of whatever complexlon, have lit-
tle effect on the power of communist union leaders like Car-
michael. Yet, lasi year, as a result of a massive, well-organised
campalgn, Carmichael and Halfpenny were brought to the brink
of defeat in their own unions. What was nearly done, now has to
be completed L

Posa then appeals for funds to further the NCC's work for 1983.

Posa elaborated on the NCC's Involvement In union ballots In
a similar circular for the NCC's 1984 appeal:

“The real flght against soclallst left Influence within the
Labor movement lles, not In politleal manoeuvrings at an ALP
Federal Conference, but In the grass-roots struggle to eliminate
communist control of the two largest and wealthlest unlons in
Australla — the Metalworkers and the Australlan Teachers
Federatlon."

“With over 180,000 members, the AMFSU Is the largest union
In Australla. Its accumulated assets run into millions. Together
with Its annual Income of 813 milllon, It Is perhaps the wealthlest
as well.

“'The AMFSU and the teachers' unlons {especlally the NSW
Teachers' Federation) with thelr organisational and financlal
strength, provide the basls for the entire left-wing movement
throughout this continent."

Santamarla knows that the AMFSU s an [nfluentlal unlon for
a whole varlety of awards and campalgns conducted by other
unlons on wages and condltlons, the AMFSU Is a “pace-setter’
for many smaller unions.

So, atiacking the present leadership of the unlon, Santamarla
uses the conservative Blg Business arguments of Malcolm
Fraser:

“The policy of the communist leadership In pressing ahead
with demands for a 38-hour week plus a 20 per cent wage In-
crease — thus ralsing unit labor costs by over 20 per cent — at a
time when Interest rates were and would remaln at historically
high levels, was not merely a charter for the bankruptey of
many small businesses but the guarantee of unemplayment for
thousands of Its own members. . . . The AMFSU leadership
alone was responsible for the orlglnal promotion of that palley,
although the habliual weakness of the ACTU played Its part In
the unemployment which followed." (News Weekly, 15.2.84)

Santamarla belleves that he can look after the best Interest of
workers by leoking after the best Interest of employers first. No
wonder the NCC has such a slzeable bankroll.
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5| on and can be fully involved In the unton. 1t's one
mllnogsmp mlgrant workers belng explolted and to protect

unions
pne's wages and condltion

NSW ions launch
s ants have been actlve trade unlonlsts In thelr home
| I 3 ]efimsg:me have had little experience. It's up to other yn
an l-ra CI.S cam all B to Involve them n Australia unions, so all workers can
3 alE to demand better conditions and defend the unions

'S happening now with recent arriv als, such as In.
Inese, Turkish and Lebanese workers
18 behind the campaign against Asian migrant 7 ;
lere are baslcally two groups campalgning Ji‘;g]:h{;;ﬂ
fron each other and make
The others are Eroups like
ent and the League
st vies
857 Surely nobody would take any notice of th
hese groups aren’t large, but th
ainst migrants and other people
Natlonal Action and other groups ve b i
Biher migrants. They have firebombed the off
DSing them and d\lark»;d homes r(-r( u;;ui»-
ek roups as different as Comn !
WM?J‘\::m:rﬂ %gai‘;bt Uranium Mining, b 0ps, over. =
ludents, and representatives of ethnic groups : ?e\ are ‘\l
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Lg;altrggthe Liberals making so much nolse ‘z}houl it n]‘“-il-ﬂn
B The Liberals are desperate for support in the n»\rJ E?}a':h
Mhey'll do anything to try and win vates. They are dellberately

Fallowing the major debate which has broken ouf In re-
cent months over Immigration, and the Erowth of racist at-
tacks on Asian migrants in particular, & commiitee has
been established in Sydney by 24 major unions o combat

a
Inferior
/e bashed Aslan people
a

Identifying themselves with the National Action and other
ExXtreme-right wing RTOUpS,

At a public launching on July 24, the CUAR released a
mass-circulation pamphlet to begin a campalgn to combat
the influence of racist ideas and organisations.

The pamphlet, enitled, clam: dividing workers,’ hug
been printed in an initlal run of 20,000 for distribution
throughout Nsw at varlous workplaces,

HKeynote speakers a the launching were Federal Minister
Tor Immigration and Ethnic Affairs Stewart West and State
Youth and unlty Affairs Minlster Frank Walker,

Bol ini; d the & of raclst {deas
by Fight-wing organisations and Individuals, and the en-
dorsement of this campaign by the Liberal Party, Walker

called for a sirong fight against raclsm and lasclsm,
which like Nagzj Germany, tries to blame minoritjes for the
economic flis of oy soclety.
West, Walker, and other speakers from the Trade Union

ittee for Aboriginal Rights angd Australlans for . | ‘ S

jows, X Ignorance and fear among P e ; !’F
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We reprint helgy major excerpts from the CUAR
l1W):mplnlel. ﬂurtcl:,er ;]uy!ﬂsll[lﬂ.he Publication can he obtalned
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ethnic affairs

Interview with
Andrew Jacubowicz

Racism, migration

and the

labour movement

Times of recession are marked hy an

¥
intensification in attempts to divide and
divert the working class from the real
causes of the problems they face. One
classic example of such divisive tactics
is raclsm.

It is not surprising to note the increase
in racist statements made by prominent
political, business and academic flgures
over the past year which have been avid-
Iy picked up and amplified by the media.
Land rights and anti-Aboriginal senti-
menis have heen rabidly expressed by
hig mining interests like Hugh Morgan
and by the Natlonal Farmers lobby.

Peacock, Hodgman and Blainey have
voncenirated on the question of Imimigra-
tion policy.

In this climate of an escalation of
racist statements Labor Militant inter-
viewed And ew Jakubowicz, a member
of the Board of the Special B

what multl-culturalism might mean and
dccept a view which, while It1s 1o the left
of the mainstream of the conservative
Partles, Is nevertheless not addressing
the Interests of the working class In
Australla.

Ihlqs’ Could you give some examples of
A: Ome of the most obvlous

Galbally — some 50 odd million dol)

on migrant welfare, education and sp op

— was pald for by the Government oyt

ting the rights of working- class mlgrant

10 claim for dependants living overseas

This brought In about $72 million, ve
the overseas dependants’ claim had been
one of the major successes of the
workers' movement of the earl
that was lost under Fraser.

But the Labor Party acceded
agreed with most of Galbally, prob
because it did not recognise the class ang
political Issues involved. And they wer
convinced by people like McPhee ar
Mackellar that, while there might be
ferences in detall, they should agrec
prineiple to the direction of that pal

The effect of that In terms of dealing
with raclsm for Instance have been quli
dramatic. The Government has no “on
the ground" program to combat raclsm
effectively except through the Human
Rlghts Commission. And that's a par
fieularly slow and laborious process

The total commitment to combatting
racism by the Labor government In lts
first year of office was $200,000 (o be put
aside for spot advertisements on racial
tolerance on television.

That Is the sum total of the Labor
Government's commitment to date in
this area. And that was something they
Inherited from the conservatives. That

can be found in the philosophy of mul-
teulturalism, taking firstly settlement
Issues, and then migration policy. The
.;ett;lamcenl Isfue: are covered basleally
'y the Galbally Report and fmplem;
by the Fraser Guvgrnmenl. Hpnenen
The Galbally Report was set up to al-
low guite conservative pollcles on
welfare fo be Introduced In relation to
settlement. There's a lot of emphasis on
self-help and voluntarlsm, and a move-
Eeent away from any responsibility for

Service which runs the Government
ethnic broadcasting program. Andrew 1s
& member of the Wollongong ALP
Branch and teaches soclology at the
University of Wollongong.
Q.wnn!dnwnseenslheroleolme
ALPF in immigration policy and raclsm?
A, Tthink the Labor Party has been and
Is constrained by the policy and underly-
Ing assumptions and definitions of the
f{;:E:1 Government because of the
rilsan appre
Al PProach they adopied

T
stance, of workers In. lie wei.tzl:: m
dusiry.

A lot of money s goin, 1
organisations which t‘eg\.ild.rﬁ m&!}l
survive and provide an effective welfare
service. But these small organisations
have been Important |n Providing the
leaders cruclal [n setiing up political al-
ll.aqnces with the canservative partles,

: What exact] mean
ment lssues? et 2aale

allsm
©1c, over the past decade. Because of lllla;

bipartisan approach, the Part;
3 ¥ hi
avolded the class Issues Involved in nw::

Now we're taced with
Aramework which is really quite shall,
@nd which has in fact disarmed Dt:n
Government at the level of eultural

from addressing some of 1he

1l Issues to do with racism. What

H Is faclng now Is th
 Tesult of ifs own decislon ta go soft on

a pollcy and a

by worklng-cla: hy
Tip rking-class migrants

A: They
ta When they arrive, education

areas there have been real
al cuts In the Quallty of ed'l:llélnulinn

1
rhetoric and self-congratulat|o
n by the
conservatlves about how my
doing for migrants, U e iars
In fact, If you look af what happened

most of what has been Spent was pald for

‘was the ri tlon under Fraser
The other side of it Is the migratlon
Program itself. Generally there has been
bipartisan support for the way In which
the current migration selection process
works, which Is to glve the greatest
Ppriority to family reunion. You glve a
certain level of priority to refugees, and
¥ou cut back on employer nominations,
independent migration and so on.

The effect of that, glven the way In
which migration works, 1s obviously go
Ing 10 Increase the number of Asian
migrants comlng in. They are the ones
Wwho have come In most recently under
1he other parts of the program and are
1he ones undergoing the process of faml-
ly formation and reorganisation in
Australla, so they are golng to (nerease
mere rapldly In the migratlon figures.

Q: wasn't there an emphasis on the
South East Aslan reglon glven to forelgn
Ppolicy? Is there a similar emphasls In
migration policy?

A: Yes, there Is an element of turning
fowards Asla. But it you look at the ac-
tual structure of the refugee intake aver
the last flve Years or so, particularly un-
der the conservatlves, there |s a very
sirong commitment (o saving the *'vic-
tims of Communlst aggressfon. '

That was highlighted very dramatical-
Iy under Fraser, In the wake of the Rus-
slan Invaslon of Afghanlstan and in the
wake of martlal law declaration in
Poland. In the '80-81 perlod In particular
there was a very strong Government

money expended under

, to the polnt of actively
funding the escape to Australla of Polish

so-called political refugees
these, 1 suppose, could be seen

ts facing extreme economic
‘Pgland but not normally seen
g extreme political retribu
busly some of them might have

for many thousands who le
ne back, they would obvlously
a hard or hard-ish ilme ex
why they had got out. But it Is
hat they would have faced, for
the death squads and the an-
the Left face In places llke El
or other places In Ceniral or
erica
the Lahor Party has just con-
n with this emphasis?
e Labor Party has accepted the
rogram as an Important part of
erall migration package. The
. Stewart West, has made an ac
tempt to reduce the proportion of
gs fleeing state soclalist reglmes
jas gpened it up to people fleeing
ing oppression.
Shere fs a lot of debate about now
five that has been, particularly in
ht of revelations In the ASIO An-
Report that went to Parllame
reveal that well over 20 ASIO of-
ghare operating In migration posts
ghout the world
10 has already given a demonstra-
Bof exactly how much power It has in
Fms of the Labor Government with the
be-Ivanov affalr. That is stlll an open
nd that needs (o be looked at before
reach any solid conclusions.
it generally, the other element in the
atlon program s the most Impor
thing to understand. Traditlonally
migratlon program was concerned
trestricting minority races entering
stralla.
n the mid sixtles that changed to
phasls on workers from Europe and
Sl Minor, and Aslan bourgeolsle and
tly bourgeolsie. We are still In the posl-
on that, except for the refugee
pgram, it {s almost impossible for the
slan proletarlat to enter Australia. And
at continues today.
11 Is also the case that with the excep-
“Mlon of people from some of the refu[n‘l“L
gamps, most of the family reunlon Is oc
curring amongst familles from In
ochina who were elther professional or
 middle-class In their countries of orlgin
B However thelr class position in Australla
might be very different from thal. ’E)rw
vast majority of Indochinese are elther
unemployed or Industrial wor kers,
whatever thelr class orlgins
Q. You mentioned discrimination
agninst working-class Aslans galning
entrance. Are there other forms of dis:
crimination?
A: There is still a great deal of dit-
fleulty about famlilies with disabled
members who want to enter the country
The pollcy on that Is very unclear :
While normally people who are llkely
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Migrants arriving from Europe.

em in South Africa? How
f entry and our selection

“g burden on the Australlan
are excluded and so are
n some Instances they are
allowed In. There have been cases In the
ar where famllles with disabled
members who have come In on tem-
[tors’ visas, have applled for

Afrlcan refugees, 1 thin
arrived In Australla an

Apartheld Is still open,
cause I's not part of the South
African Black consclousness
Australla Is the sort of place you wan! l?
ape from Apartheld — par-
en our International reputa-
tlon about our lrealm:t:s

: t's Just Blac A
o es hu Tarnis AL whil=SEul
Africans, there are a lot of English white
South Africans whe have come to
Australla. Perth, for Instance, has a huge
number of South Afrlcan and former

then kicked up a hell olnu
q the

st and have managed 1o cony Ince

ntst t they should be allowed to

members stlll can’t get in

he sltuation with gays Is very unclear
The Impression I have after the last
ew months Is that the Sydney gay com-
munity has made a partlcular
{ discrimination agalnst
f legally resident Australlan
are llable to deportatlon for
5 n one of the ©
Had they been the oppos It has bee

ing with the other per: B
demonstrate a permanen!

they would not be deported. I understand

the Minister has now agreed fo change African communliy who have left Africa,
Ml 5 gre chang! om 1iy v

not because they fear for their lives

Ausiralia_tradition? ¥ might actually take over

I d refugee s Continued on page 24.
coloure 5



Jacubowicz

Continued from page 23.

as they did in Zimbabwe. They see
Australla as the last bastlon agalnst the
coloured races.

Q: So they are seelng It very much as a
protection of thelr own Interests?

A: It's not that direct, I think actually
that South Afrlcan and Rhodeslan migra-
tlon 1s made up of a number of dlfferent
elements. You can't label It as a totallty,
but there Is very clearly a raclsi compo-
nent there,

Q: So In fact you are saying Is tha the
ALP's overall polley Is just & continua-
tion of Fraser with some minor lberalis-
Ing of various aspects. But are these
‘minor steps working effectively or are
there problems? :

A: There are a couple of things to take
Into account. Firstly, the Labor Govern-
ment has cut the overall number of
migrants coming Into the country quite
dramatlcally, and that's quite a serlous
policy change.

It has moved away from the position
taken by most of the large business
Organisations thal a large number of
migrants s per se a good thing because it
increases demand for Eoods and that's
004 for Indusiry. The Labor Party has
taken the general view that overall
migrants put pressure on the Australlan
labour market. It's a different facus as to
:pi:)e.re thﬂ prudb]:ms In the Australlan
momy lle and how atio;
e migration relates o

Secondly, there has been an attempt to
‘move the migration program to the left
‘somewhal by putting greater emphasis
On people who fear for thelr lives under
Tight-wing regimes.
tamm f whali;uu.ey have Just start
2 ress parl ', bus
e P B o the m

Malcolm Fi
his government's framews
Bolicy, ork on migration

recognition that immigrants can repre-
sent a real threat, Particularly those Im-
migrants who don't speak English and
who don't come from traditions of labour
organisation that the Australian labour
‘movement has developed over the years,
represent a potentlal threat to the cond}-
tlons and the negotlating power of the
labour movement here.

Some unions have been very suceessful
in educatlon programs for migrant
workers so that there has been less of a
problem, but it's simply the case that If
you have a larger pool of labour,
employers have more peaple to chose
from. Employers who are prepared to
operate in poor working condltions have
4 larger number of people not aware of
their rights to draw from and they can
continue to do that.

s have accepted

1 think the labour movement s aware
of that. I's always been In a double bind
about what it ought to do, Whether it
Ought 1o attack the migration program
for letting In people who dilute the labour
militancy of the working class or not at-
tack the program at all because It could
be seen to be racist by so dolng.

I think that's the classle Indlcation of
the double blnd. There 1s no solution 1o
that problem within a capltallst system
because that’s what the function ot
llzi::::smjtﬂmlm has always been — 1o

3 1L of laby
nl%l::l. pool lour avallable to
labour movement has never
resolved that problem and T doubt {f {t
T Wil within the current system. The
Ink It can try Is to accept or
the contradiction, and not see

the Immigrants who actually arrive here
as a threat,

Instead they should see them as com
rades faclng exploltation by un
serupulous employers, who need to be
reached and whose rights need to be
protected and defended In the Australlan
context. That's a very difficult thing to
know how to do easily but I think that's
the [ssue

There is pressure on West from
Cablnet to actually reduce the number of
people coming In, ostensibly because of
the unemployment question. I think {t's
more likely because it glves them
something political to go back to thelr
electorates with and say, “Look, we ac
tually are dolng something about reduc
Ing Aslan migratlon’’.

The other thing of course is that
migrants have always historically ab
sorbed the brunt of the unemployment
The unemployment rates between
Lebanese and Vletnamese migrants is up
between 30 and 40 per cent, and they
cushlon fo some extent the rest of the
Australlan workforce from the pressures
of unemployment. 8o there are all those
sort of Issues tled up In the issue.

Q: What will the racist attacks and
rhetoric that is coming out now mean to
the trade unions?

A It will probably reinforce the more
conservallve unions. The sort of actlon
taken by the Vehicle Bullders In releas
ing thelr survey of members’ so.called
concerns about Aslan migration, or
migration more generally, I think is
probably a more retrograde step.

All unlons have to be responsible for
their actlons. You can't just do
something like that without accepilng
that you are Operating In a highly
political milieu. E

On the other hand there Is a very
strong recognition Inslde the ACTL and
amongst some of the more Progressive
unlons that racism |s an [mmedlate [ssue
to be tackled and that they can’t simply
Ee! swept up In the right-wing rhetoric.

The unlons have thelr own history 1o
contend with. They have traditionally
seen the migrant ssue as always a minor
or subordinate Issue in terms of thelr own
or%unisallon,

0 50me extent that works as much on
the Left as It does on the Rlght. It rneans
coming to terms with the fact that they
haven't historically actively sought to
provide outlets through which minority
Broups can reach positions of real in-
ﬂuencel 4and power in the unlon,

That's now coming home to roost, The
problem of recrulting minorlty groups to
flll organiser positions and so on, has
been & comparatively recent thing.

As far as I know there are stl] no Aslan
organisers, full-time Pald unlon officlals,
in NSW in any union I can think of, and 1
wouldn't think there were any more In
the country. Until that starts to happen |
think the unlons are Bolng to have a hard
time handling racism on the shop floor,

pproximately 17 migrant
g the Victorian Party at the

pt all, of these Branches
@ge of the couniry of
the members is used to con-
business. This obviously
s a genuine opportunity to
ar with the Party's mode
prilng, its structure, and its
This Is an opportunity for
o attempt to participate In
of the Party In a real way

whideen
raybrook (Vic) Branch

the more recent migrant
of the Party is the Moreland
“Which is a Turkish Branch
In 1981, in the Wills Federal
4l Assembly. Certain areas In
FEA have a very high propor
urkish migrants
t Babajan, Branch secretary
10 say about some of the Initial
§ that the Branch faced:
ry Hand (now MHR for
e) was an organiser for the
the time and he assisted us In
ation of the Branch. The
fich started to grow rapldly
people, the bulk of them ALF
saw the opportunities a Branch
nature provided them. They saw
@n Important link between the
eommunity and the Party, and
185 & way of Influencing the Party
rnment.
tlally we organised seminars,
umeniaries, etc, on Turkey. But
B¢ agaln, In organlsing the Branch,
the problems we came up agalns!
§ the lack of English, so that most of
organising and llason work fell on
shoulders of one or two people who
Id speak English.
"Wou see, iis very hard, Initially, for
Bw Branch In a new community 1o
ate to the Party structure, its rules

The members found It very hard to
late 1o the Party. (This Is not Just a
oblem for Turklsh members. It's a
roblem for most rank and flle
nembers when the Party implements
policles and pursues a program gulte
‘contrary to thelr Interests.)

"“So we found ourselves getting

Isolated and drifting back Into the
Turkish community, stead of
reaching out ta he Party and
the life of the Party.

u in

hey
related to

getting action
mands of the
ly in the area of fu y in the Party.

It is rumoured that there Is pressure
coming from the Greek Branches to

give this body more power, rather than

'm solutions could

choose thelr own MPs. The name Itself
suggests that the Greek members had
in mind a body with more teeth than
just a coordinating committee.

There are three Itallan Branches In
the Party, and the Spanlsh and
Lebanese communitles are being
organised in Branches as well.

The migrant Branches are a positive
development In the Party, allowing
non-Australian born members to begin
to organise politically in the Labor
movement

Nevertheless, migrans still have an
uphlll task ahead of them In attempting
to gel proper representation [n the
Party and In making the policies of the
Party respond to thelr needs

There Is also an Aborlginal Branch In
Vietoria, the only one In the State,
which w formed less than a year ago
at Yorta Yorta near Shepparton. ;

The Victorian Aboriginal Polley Com-
mittee Is looking at the possibllitles for
starting up other Aboriginal Branches,
In particular In the urban areas, but
also In country areas where there are
closely knlt Aborlginal communitles.

be found throu e Party. Migrants

should organise as a pressure group, as it belng a mere co-ordinating commit
lobbyists if you like, ta put pressure on tee, le power to elect thelr own
the Party fo get some of their needs delegates to conferences and even

iy

““The Turklsh members are also 100K-
ing at Issues such as unemployment
and inflation. We have always known
unemployment and some members
even a ed it, putting It down to
their lack nglish

‘But now its affecting the second
rneratlon of
dren, who can
ey can see

Babajan also said that there had been
attempts fo set up a Turkish Branch in
Richmond, and that there were some
possibilities of setting up a Branch in
Broadmeadows
The Greek community Is the largest
single group represented In the migrant
Branches, There are approximately 13
Greek Branches at the moment

The Greek Branches have been es
tablished since 1975. In order to
organise themselves more effectively
thev have recently set up a “central
committee” ta co-ordinate thelr work
and to liaise between the Branches and

’ . i ¥ -
“Wigrants bagin to organise thraugh ethnic Branches



WA dispute
on uranium

The Western Australian Branch has on
a number of occaslons made It clear Its

strong opposition to uranium mining.

Stephen Robson

Member Fremantle (WA) Branch and
Administrative and Clerical Officers
Association

Al the April State
the Party
“Interpretation of State Br
uranium fo be oj
port of uranium, ang
out of all exisiing
calation of actl
mine.

Yet within three

majority of

Natlonal Confe
ficlal pro-uran,

Executlve meeting of
It was declared the
anch policy on
pposed to mining and ex-
d ta call for a phasing
Mines without any es.
vity at any exlsting

months of this, the
the WA delegates 10 the
rence had voted for the of-

Of the 11 delegates from Western
Australla, six voted in favor of uranium

ALP

‘dissidents’

face expulsion

mining, These were Premler Brian
Burke, Minister for Minerals and Energy
Peter Walsh, Kim Beazley, State
Secretary Michael Behan, eonvenar of
the Centre Left Peter Cook, and ex-Left
and now an adviser to Burke, Bl
Thomas.

This betrayal brought a sh arp response
from the delegates who voted agalnst
uranfum mining.

Jim Kiernan, the convenor of the
Socialist Caucus in WA, and an offlclal
with the Amalgamated Metals, Foundry
and Shipwrights Unlon, criticlsed State
Secretary Behan and Blll Thomas for not
backing the Branch position. McKlernan
pointed out that the delegates were
elected on an anti-uranium Platform.

Thomas also refused to put the Branch
Positlon of oppositlon to the use of
Australian port faellities for ships that
might carry nuclear arms. Instead
Thomas moved for the Australian
Government to consult with the US. to
reduce the frequency of such visits,

Six members of the Sydney Inner- clty
Branch of Annandale have been recom-
mended for expulsion by the Disputes
Committee of the State Branch. The
charges arise from thelr support for [n.
ggpendem candidales In receni lgca)

vernment election in the Mune|
of Leichhards, ey

Those charged (nelude long-term left-
wing Party actlvists Hall Greenland and
Tony Harrls. And the Independents they
supported included Prominent labour
movement Identlties and former ALF
members Nick Orlglass and Izzy Wyner.

Origlass and Wyner haye a history In
the labour movement datlng back to the
wdcrs_and Wwere expelled from the ALP by
11_1(- Tight wing for Supporting residents’
rights against the bullding of contalner
depots in Balmaln {n the '60s.

After their expulsion they were elected
1o the Leichhard: Counell as Indepen-
dents ang Origlass was elected mayor,
They lost their Rasltlons on Counef) in
1980 but were re-elected this year,

They were defeated In 1987 by promi-
nent members of the ALP Left factlon,
ihe Steering Committee, The Counell
dominated by SC aldermen was racked
with divisions which helped pave the way
1or an electoral backlash in 1984 i

Sreenland and Harrls say the charges
ARainst them are the regyly of personal
and polltical vendefiqe Thelr support for

Ruth Coleman
reports on
Conference

A meeting organised by Labor Militant
supporters here on July 17 heard Senat.
Ruth Coleman and anti-uranium activist
Chuck Bonzas speak on the recep
Conference. Coleman was an observer at
the Conference and provided a firsi-hang
account of debates over uranfum ang
East Timor.

Stephen Robson
Member Fremantle (WA) Branch ang
the Administrative and Clerical Of
ficers Association

Coleman polnted to the role of the
Centre Left, or “Centre Right" as they
are now dubbed, as not playing an in-
dependent role. Tnstead they came in fyl.
ly behind the right wing,

Coleman explained that a nurmber of
the Centre had justified their stance by
claiming that they had hoped to save face
for the Prime Minister, but that they
would be able to take the Issues up later
in Caucus. Coleman polnted to the fallacy
of this approach, pointing out that Hawke
would use the Conference platform
against Caucus.

Coleman said that now was the time for
the Left to begin organising for the next
Conference.

Origlass and Wyner has becn well Known
for many years and they have canvassed
support for them In earller election cani
palgns

According to Greenland and Harris the
Member of Parllament for the State seat
of Balmaln, Peter Crawford, has dis-
played hypoerisy in Supporting maoves to
have them expelled because, they allege,
he has also co-operated With Orlglass and
Wyner In past Counci] elections and in
organising takeovers of & number of
local Branches In the arpa In the late
19705 and early '&ps,
J They also say that Crawford and other
Steerlng Commitiee leaders are aware
that left-wingers In some {nner-city
Branches also supported Independents
Agalnst endorsed Labor candidates in
elections for the Sydney City Counell, vet
no charges were jald against them.
_Harrls told Labor Militant that the
Steering Commitiee has long been trying
16 toree the *dissidents* In the Annan-
dale Branch oug of the Party n Its effort
10 galn rigid eontra] over lacal bodles, It
Is stlll engaged In a batje for contral of
the State Electorare Caunell In the seat
held by former Labor leader Pat Hills
\The recommendation of the Disputes
:”35“1‘::8 will ga to the Adminlstrative

mitte

e e for a decision In early

ty Years' Labor

Books and the History Depart-
sity of Tasmania

its founding in June 1903, the
mian section of the Australian
iParty has been in office for 52
— making it the most electorally
sful State Branch in its State
ament. Internationally, only the
EDemocratie Party in Sweden can
this record

anne Barker
er Emu Bay (Tas) Branch

history of the Party
@Wides & useful narrative of the for
oulded it, of the secrets of its suc
@nd the failures that have now
LI 10 the lowest ebb since 1931
Broduct of the drive by trade unions
ler politics, Tasmanfan Labor was
by the division between the
wous small eraft unions in Hobart
Launceston and the larger
d unions of the W
the mobilisation of
BEs1 Coast miners in the first Fec
H0ns In 1901 had ensured the election
ing O'Malley, who joined the Federal
90r Caucus and was later to become a
IStel in the John Watson and Andrew
EF Governments
e West Coast miners represented the
Horlty of the delegaies ar the lal
mierence, and provided the anisa
O that saw the first Labor members in
@ Tasmanian Parliament
* But the mining unions
SMain), and the othe
that came 10 be esta
Spread were alway
in the peak counci

hed as indusiry

Brian Harradine — with Joe Lyons among
Tasmania's better known Labor rats

1
‘Electric' Eric Reece — Labor premier in tne
‘605 who champicned hydroindustrialisa-
tion

vemenl, especially in Tasmanian
des and Labor Council. The NCC took
over th ighly undemocratic TTLC
then e Hobart Trades Hall
Council) In the early 1960s. But its strue.
fure had been established much earlier,
nsure the continual
n workers,

or political currents that are
was only reinforced by Har.
I akeover of the TTLC, and his
emergence into the Party hierarchy, In

fact the DL split was not as complete in
Tasmanla as it had been in Victoria
because of Premier Robert Cosgrove's
known “ference for the groupers, and

1l influence of the vight in the

achine.
Al the Federal elections that followed
the splii, Tasmania did return one DLP
sendlor, but its vote in two House of

Representative seats was even less than
tha the Communist Party

The founding conference adopied the
1im of abiolition of { manian Upper
House, the Leglslati Couneil, but the
most democratic chamber in any
Australian parliament still remains after

il these vears. Davis coneludes that
most Tasmanian Labor governmenis
Py 10 have the Couneil fo block
n that the politicians didn't

s never seclously

t 1 gel a majority in the
r House, Iet alone wage a campalgn
for its abolition. 1t has never had more
than five members in the chamber of 19!

This fact underiines (e intensely con-

servative character of Tasmanian Labor
Eovernments. The Party machine has too
often been a vehicle for the personal am-
bitions of members to make a career in
parliament, and the more successful the
electoral record became, the more it at-
fracted people on that hasis.
And if the Party took offence at your
leles? TIn a long-established tradition,
can leave and stand as an indepen-
dent. Joe Lyons In the 1930s and Brian
Harradine n the 19705 are only two bet
ler known righi-wingers who fled the
Party when opportunity called.

In the end, the secret of the electoral
success of the Party in Tasmania has
been its ability 1o cater to the ruling
wealthy, wha have rarely felt the need (o
campaign for a conservalive party in-
stead.

This is the political basis of * hydrain-
dustrialisation,” which provided cheap
power for major corporations. So long as
it also provided jobs, the Party enfjoyed
the support of a natural majority — when
unemployment began, many Tasma-
nians could see no reason to destroy
wilderness.

Richard Davis gives some evidence for
alternative currents in the Party during
its histos

Unfortunately, many of these could
best be described as “funny money'

“hemes, such as the popularlty of Henry
rge's single tax Idea before the First
and Douglas social credit
I inta the 1%40s. Too often
se ideas were confused with a clear
alist program — but In any case no
premier was going to put them into prac
tice “because the Upper House wouldn’t
wear i

The most
history e

idical period of the Party's
when the State
rene ed a resoluilon for the
complee lisation of the means of
produetion. and for the formation of the
Une Big Union. So complete was support
for this resolution that even Joe Lyons
spuke for i1 in order to ger (nto parlia-
nient!

Fism i del. ¢s 1o the subse-
sjuent Brisbang Federal Conference sup-
ported the mation, which had already
fad the backing of the Melbourne all
Australla union meeting. In the event,
the resolution was ruled out of order, and
the Party’s much milder “socialisation
objective’ was adopted

This marked the end of the {lghting
perlod of the Party In Tasmania. After
1924 it closed down Its daily newspaper
ublished since 1909), so losing Its
ability to give the lie to the media barons

Richard Da s book Is an invaluable
history. Ai times it Is too light on
material that would explain different
evenls, keeping  a narrative of the cur

rents and forces that became the
mainstream of the Party, For example,
what was the circulation of the Parly's
press? But It is a useful book, all the
Same.




solidarity

NSW Labor Women'’s initiative

Successful tour by
Cuban women

Two members of the Federatlon of
Cuban Women (FMC) left Sydney on
their return flight to Havana on Friday
July 20 after a successful 15-day tour.
Isabel Jomarron, President of the FMC
In Santiago Province and General-
Secretary of the Cuban Communist
Parly In Santlago clty, and Hilda Vasal-
lo, a member of the International
Department of the FMC In Havana, were
In Australla af the Invitatlon of NSW
Labor Women.

This was a significant first for Labor
Women — the first officlal ALP-
sponsored tour by a high-level Cuban
delegation. 1t marks an Important new
link between the Cuban and Australlan
labour movements.

Val Edwards

Member North Auburn (NSW) .
Branch, NSW Labor Women's Commit-
tee and Printing and Kindred In-
dustries Union

Thelr trip to. Sydney was made difficult
by the US. blockade which meant they
had to fly via Moscow and Tokyo. But
when they arrived they were made to fee]
welcome by about 230 people who at-
tended a reception dinner In Sydney.
Labor Women President Kate Butler In.
troduced Jomarron and Vasallo and
spoke warmly of her own experlences in

ba. Those at the dinner Included the
executive members of Labor Women, of-
ficlals of the Administrative and Clerlcal

cers Associatlon, the Printing and
Kindred Industries Union and the
Plumbers and Gasfitters Union and State
parliamentarians Maurie Keane and
Laurie Fergusan,

Members of solidarity organisations —
Chile Solidarity, Committee in Solldarity
with Central America and the Caribbean,
Campalgn Against Repression in the
Pacific and Asia and representatives of
the African Natlonal Congress — were In.
troduced 10 the Cubans, They also met
the Avoriginal college
Tranby and diplomats from the USSR,
Bulgaria, Roumania and
Czechoslovakia.

Jomarron gave a Tousing speech to the
Sydney dinner, She also spoke pas-
sionately about her homeland 1o Sup-
parters of the Cuban Revalution in Wal-
longong, Canberra, Brisbane and
Melbourne, On each occaslon she oup.

the most powerfyl imperialist power in
the world. On the subject of the role af

women in the Revolution she told her
diences:
au".‘-\ef'I'er the triumph of the Revolution
one of the first tasks the FMC con-
centrated on was to work for the literacy
campaign among women. Today we can
say that our fight now, In the next flve
years, Is to eliminate any remalning il-
literacy among women and for all
women to achleve at least ninth grade
education. This is our biggest fight,
““Today Cuban women enjoy the same
rights as men. There Is no job that
women can't do, that Is reserved only for
men. When women and men are both
able 1o do the job & person will be chosen
only for their qualifications. That means

In Wollongong, the Cubans met _\v]th
women from the Jobs for Women Cam
paign who are taking BHP to court over
its diseriminatory hiring practices
Jomarron told them that any factory
manager in Cuba found guilty of such
practices would be expelled by the fac
tory committee.

Jomarron and Vasalle lunched with
women parliamentarians In Sydney,
Canberra and Brisbane. They had dinner
with the executive of the Trades and
Labor Councll in Brisbane and with the
President of the Bullding Workers In
dustrial Union In Canberra. In Sydney
they were treated 1o a civic reception in
Town Hall and had afternoon tea with
Premier Wran. In Melbourne they stayen
with Federal parliamentarian Peter
Milton who visited Cuba earlier in the
year.

They addressed a workshop of ahout
150 at the Women and Labor Conference
in Brisbane.

A highlight of the trip for the WOInen
was their attendance at the ALp

Jomarran (left) and Vasallg (centre) at the civie reception in Sydney

that discrimination 4gainst women
doesn’t exist at all. , . ,

All of you know that Cuba is a country
that has no unemployment, and women
have played an active part in production.
Before the triumph of the Revolution
even professionally qualified women
couldn't get a job. They had to do
domestic work gn very low pay.

“Today wemen make up a large
percentage of doctors and sclentists, and
have an Important role in education and
health of gur people, In the services,
public administration, the state, and
People's Power. Twenty-nine women
participate in and belong to the Central
Commitiee of the Cuban ‘Communist
Party.

1 could talk a Jot more aboul the
women in Cuba, but I want to Sum up by
saying that there has not been any task of
the Revolution where women haven't
Played a large ang Impertant role.”

terchanges. Plans are already alfc

National Conference Where they
observed almost EvVery sesslon, together
With Cuban Consul Eliseo Zamora They
WEre surprised by the importance the

ernment leaders place on the U.S al

llance. This made i1 clear to them why
the Labor Government has not granted
Cuba ambassadorial status in Australla

While the Conference was on they met
many of the ALP members and unonlss
"ho were delegates and established links

they hope will continye

Jomarron ang Vasallo considered their
tour a preay Success and expresse
Eratitude for the Invitation from
NSW Labor Women, It is 10 be hoped that
s visit wij] be the first of many such in

OTganise an Australian parliar
delegation 1o Cuba and for NSW

OMen o send Fepresentailves t
1985 Natlona) Congress of the Fed
f Cuban Women_




