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, monthly, internal Party
it e “mmudﬂnljxl o:;]c{es for the Labor
Journal which promotes S P o o
Party. Each Issue carries news and analy: e
soclalist viewpoint of events and Issues of partlcular
Interest 1o Party members. i

We have devoted a lot of space over the past few
years to discussing the Prices and Incomes Policy. In
our view the Accord slgned with the ACTU in
February 1983 is no different to the soclal contract that
proved so distastrous for British workers under
Labour Governments in the 1970s. The experlence of
the Accord to date has resulted in cuts to wages and
living standards and 1t will not give workers a share of
the limited economic recovery now evident.

Labor Militant looks at the nature of the capltalist

crisls and the measures needed to
contront a crisls of this depth. The erlsls 1s not caused
by wages rises, nor will wages cuts help resolve the
crisls in favour of the working class.

We also devote a lot of attentlon to the threat of war
and the wars already golng on. From Central America
to the Middle East, the United States and its allles are
determined to block progressive movements In order
1o protect their economic interests. Reagan's drive to
war Increases the danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s participation as part of the U.S. war
machine must cease. We must remove the U.S.bases
and withdraw from the aggressive ANZUS military
pact.

Labor Militant campalgns for progressive policies
for liberation struggles world wide — in El Salvador,
for Solidarity's struggle for socialist democracy in
Poland, for the rights of the Palestinian people and
against 1sraell aggression in the Middle East, for the
anti-Marcos movement In the Phillipines and against
the Indonesian occupatlon of East Timor, and for the
need to make reparatlons to Vietnam,

Labor Is in government in four states and federally
Yot never before has there been a bigger gap between
stated Labor policy and government performance, let
alone the gap between performance and working class
Interests. This gap Is reflected in important deba
and discussion within Party branches and :
Conference. We belleve that the most free and open
debate within the Party and affiliated unions on policy
and practice is necessary to develop positions and
actions that can represent the working class fron
whom Labor draws its strength.

But current structures of the Party and new
undemocratic rules and practices prevent this. So w
support moves to democratise these structures — in
particular, to make the Parllamentarlans and Party
officers truly accountable to the ranks, unions and
Branches,

Recently Labor Militant amalgamated with another
left Party journal, Sociallst Flght. This has |
strengthened our national coverage and distribution
We have now opened up the pages of the combined
journal to a wider debate and we have invited
contributions from those in the Left who have
viewpoints which differ to those expressed in Labor
Militant. We also encourage debate through letfers
and reviews.

If you agree with our alms we encourage you to help
finance and distribute Labor Militant. You can get
each Issue sent by mail at a cost of 36 for 10 Issues. We
can also make arrangements to have a bundle of any
slze mailed or delivered for your Branch or for you to
sell. There are high costs involved In the productlon of
a publicatlon like Labor Militant so any financlal con-
tribution will help to ensure its continued regular ap-
pearance.

For subscriptions or any further Information please
till In the clip-off below or write to any of the addres-
ses on the following page.

|
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Since 1962, when the
laneslan pi

Ve cople of West
o

Australia, We belleve it is
time for this situatlon to
change. Since February this
year, 10,000 Melanesians have
fled the Indonesian province
of ““Irian Jaya" for the safety
e o
e w)

ulation. it

When interviewed by PNG
officials, Church workers and
the recent

and rural villagers after an at-
tempted uprising by the OPM
(Free Papua Movement) in
February. The reprisals con-
tinue today.

Refugees in PNG are still
afrald te return home. They
have not been encouraged by
ihe beating and subsequent
execution of thelr country's
most prominent cultural
figure, the ethnologist Arnold
Ap. Most insist there will
never be peace while In-
donesia’s occupation lasts. &

Wes! Papua is what they
seek. Visitors to the couniry
will find that the great ma-
jmﬁlﬁi of peaple feel the same.

our aim to publicise thi
desire in Australia. Our L‘m\ll’f

Will be as broad as possi-

~have received no
organised suppert from

time in Indonesia before

o Iﬁ:m In exile; also,
the music of the late Arnold
AP's Mambesak folk troupe.
EEF speakers will support

Remember, the Irlan Jaya
“‘border problem' will not dis-
appear (n a hurry, so the more
Australians who are properly
mwed. 2': better. 1
can be contacted on phone 02-
30 8366; Helen Jarvis on 02-331
3323 (h) and 02:692 3738 (w).
We will have a network in
other states soon.

Please make cheques out 1o
Friends of West Papua and
KA, Hamanken, NS 200,
Australia. : .

Yours optimistically,
Robin Osborne,
Journalist

Battlefield

In respect of G.R.Walters of
Melbourne letter of resigna-
tlon (L.M. September) we
(my wife and I} did not go to
the Ek[!ol;l that he has (n
respect our reslgnations.
We had given the matter a lot
of thought and desplte
and arguments to the confrary
we felt that we could no longer
honestly belong to a Party, as
we wrote In our letter of
reslgnation to our Branch,
with whose policy as expres.
sed from the Natlonal
Conference we were In com-
Pplete disagreement and led by
men whom we no longer
trusted or f
mWehaveli.nenzd 10 and read

€ arguments for fightin
from within and while Seree
Ing that there Is some merit in
;l;ehargumenls we felt that

Ch must act as he or she
thinks fit. For my part T have
st:trdh that I find It hard
enough to fight with both
hands free — 1o fig|
hand tied behn 3
¥ou are when beund by Party
rules, especlally as for-
malai. Interpreted and up-

A Mg

more effective outslde the
Party, we will be free to swing
both hands and as hard as we
llke. I am not a military
strategist but I do_recollect
Montgomery saying'once that
as far as possible vou
‘endeavour to make the bat-
tlefleld one of your own choos-
Ing. To me at least the bat-
tlefleld with the Party Is not of

1y choosing and the enemy
‘has command of the helghts.
Others naturally see it dif-
ferently and choose to act ac-
cordingly. But, however, each
of us act [ am sure we can co-
operate to the point where we
will defeat those who have led
the Labor Party fo this sorry
position.

Santamarla musi be green
with envy and the C.L.A. proud
of their cholce — In no other
country have they had such
outstanding success with so

military base will re;
I he%. Al reman 4
His elumsy attempt i,
the U.S. should be anoth
In the coffin of the 1,
Government leading up
next State elections — g5
as the Labor Opposliio
Fj.‘aiigns hard on issues s
5.

06

ong

Lou-Anne Barker
Burnfe
Tasm

‘What’s on in
Wollongong’

[The following Is excerpied
Irom a leaflet which has hecr
widely distributed In the P
In NSW_]

For some tlme there
been a public camp
tolerated by the Officers o
New South Wales Branch
destabllise the Minister
Immigration and Ethnic
falrs, Stewart West, on
South Coast of New S
Wales.

This has been carrled ou
a former State candidare
Wallongong, Rex Connor J
At the last State Election, (
m’: lost the Labor seat of
Igong to an Independ
Candidate, the Mayorpo[ W
longong, Frank Arkell
For several years sin
relurntll:gs g:em Canber
or 'n unemploy
and has d a fulltin

P:ﬂul the conservative
the idea of aba;::'mmlhhm
Tasmania with U.S, war
Preéparations was ab] t,
but that Gray went about |t the

doorknocking an
branchstacking operation
an attempt to win Part
Preselection for a labo

ederal or State Seat.

The Party Officers knov
Y Connor will not defes

©st. They kmow that in th
event of a Preselection con

test, West 15 certaln to win
;:d they know that the

tive Is likely 1o
rule out any challenge 1o
Be teTs In preselection ba

i e But Connor 1s
through \!‘Ith lhen;'teﬂ %mmmm;m s
erament — not w!:l;;: m“ﬂ!!ﬂl L
condemnation of the idea of a mm In N!pwmszlffh
However, Gray" voives. e
the Pedera Govermmeny ne | Sndermpniny B8
:dz Government and the =
dex[::lr:;:mpmmon of the l.:d Labar ¢ 'y a:rlg!;
i sl ur or
vislon of Tasmania ::y‘: lorates g':h& e
region. gREODE
Letters to LM
23, NS Suaad b seat to Labor Miltant PO Boy gy
we y :
can print as many as possible. i

Hayden backs status quo in
Central America

i d to play the Labor In faet, Hayden's strong backing for Duarte In El Salvador
i L;[‘mltsrt-:Eiﬁélr:alih‘?gﬂea—:;grd:%‘? [oreﬂmypnilcy role was the clearest Indication during his Central American tour of
Govrrn)rlrllen : t trip to Cen[rallmerlca. And, while a number  his acceptance of the basic framework of malntaining the status
Sl sr:‘:::m Bl?l Nicaragua are useful In combatting the quo — the rule of U.S. Imperialism — In that reglon.
e SIflll‘;(e ropaganda of the U.S. Government, his overall “An honest admission would be that 1'd had much, mucn
I;Tt‘aD:lce‘\”?aued tpo b‘:‘eak with the plans of U.S. (and Australlan) :rzsr re.u;:;—a\lcns about President Duarte than 1 have now,
ITOCESSEs ayden sald.
L’:gz:[il;;"!‘n'?ht:ﬂli:ggx s revo e ");I' he falls we can expect a fresh outbreak n!]uaath Isqtund;p
) '} a, Hayden tivity, of military Indisclpline and a general collapse into a dis-
by goufat’:‘eﬂ&tl?‘:{llengrehailslt‘yw& n; trinzia;?g‘tndergyumg orde}rly snuatlnnym this country which would be very unhealthy
it jal change — tackling the deep problems of for people and would be lathered with spilt blood.”
tremendois B d oppression left by centuries of colonlal- This pleture Is an outright 1te. El Salvador under Duarte |s not
Hovet B HEEL a“| 3 a war between the “extremists of the Left and Right,' with the
Lacked dictatonlal £, 1 1 “moderate’’ Duarte regime In the middle, as the U.S, Govern-
editoria

ment irles to claim "
Duarte was pul in by means of bogus "'electlons” to prn:‘doﬁ
ol v = of the people by the
t to Nicaragua with views coloured by cover for the ongolng mauac.r't. e
t}ﬁy‘:len o‘:jl‘:::esg ‘e”::;natlng trorgucm and ASIO sources — Salvadoran military, openly or “secretly’’ through the [‘lutlh
;rﬁpt;asinsid by his speech to the Party National Conference in  squads, In the interesis of the ruling ollgarchy and U.8. big
July when he supported attacks on Sandlnista “v'l.n‘l.atlons of
human rights,” and “attacks on neutral Costa Rica.’

business
Hayden compounded hls crime in endorsing Duarte by slam
Vi y F FMLN opposition
stay In Nlcaragua in early September, ming the revolutionary FDR, 0
Hndwever, tﬂgmg h.is] m{sl say n«f:“ the situation 1s con- “If anyone has any romantic notlons that the guerillas repre
g:grsgl;zr!.'l‘ierem !‘rum what I'd anticipated and In many In- sent the hope of the future and w!l; euccee{d in |‘akmg”-'u:1|r|;-l';::
4 repressive than  this country some time In the near future, I must say thal afl the
?l:ﬂces ITIt:!(:thPEItEr.TﬂI\ﬂ HEsh e e evidence I see convinces me ofherwlse,”” the September 17
i ydney Herald reported him as saying
vl y clety more democratic tolts  Sydney Morning Hera P 3
ugl‘,:gg;t:fr:;;?a'nh; ﬁ:le}:}u::\:?h Hayden was obliged to ad- He added that the guerrillas were nr;i"alllrat;rlnk new recruits
i lcaragu. 7 ' v “hearts and minds" of Salvadoreans
of the Nicaragua Revolution or winning the i reany, -
min?pf:‘;ngluﬁ‘ng:rlf‘l‘ blow against %he Reagan Adminisira- ““Al this polnt they are holding thelr own M;Ix e I.r;J'I; :I:nlzJul
tlon's ;xltempls 1o portray the upcoming Nicaraguan electlons as  they are not Pxpandlnlg and it may well be they will go
undemocratic, Hayden was reported in the September 14 period of contraction o e
Sydney \forn!hg Herald as saying that If the poll was conducted W harha ?r::n:n: dpdurr‘luc‘"?: a::r }:prapwmall-w ot
cay ’ t would “certalnlybea since he falled to mee ; v
In mev:la:. tr:Tdh::}Ii’: fi_escrtbed to him, 1t wou! y FDR/FMLN, or even to visit the countryside! 20 Mense
lall;::dd;:;i that It would not be the Nicaraguan Government's Tn]e :I'u('TS; are ‘Ma:\?\zqﬂ:;d-”‘g::::mra:v\r;r}-:-r:.m.-m i
_wing] opposition candldates refused to register for revolutlonaries are m. e ittt el
{::2::;:1?;‘; ‘:n?igrejsfloed offers to allow them 1o register late. losing ground; and the El %al\adnrw: peaple averwhelmingly
This statement cuts across the moves by the U.S. Government  support the opposition, not the regime st e .
to dismiss the Nicaraguan electlons as rigged, and to continue Just as Hayden slandered the guerrilla fighters o e
I.?s bulld-up luv:-ard full-scale military Intervention to crush the East Timor during his ~.-rl'r?1| rFo !:[i;:’u:al‘;—:n:;!j’rp:)nt') ;’H:mnu
a ' Sandinisia Government world trlp — clalming that Fre a ol s
‘;’::itﬂsft:)ese positive comments, Hayden completely falledto Timorese villages and was losing suppor !j ,I,!mrng‘:::umtagl
dlrectlljy eriticise the Reagan Administration’s covert war Timorese people — he N)iw Issues barefaced lles abou -
'} a — Involving thousands of right-wing, CIA- Salvadorean revolutlonarles n vt b
agmxl::czni'cra‘l;agcum“! out a tgermr campalgn against the pop- From the po!n’: -:El'.-ipvlv of 'h”ﬁ""':i.:?aﬁu::;a:"[:ﬂf.ﬂfn:.fu
onomy of N bricatlons are answered,
omy of Nlcaragua sure that these fal . N ? | i
m‘r:f:lx:g:":zum’ouer on this point was the statement: “I Central America Is clrc ulated widely ‘Ln .hr.«i;r»?’ur“:;p;:'r:-:,
belleve that they will have to have dialogue with the contras f here, and that our Governmen! Is pressur 7
hi !\I: t peace.”” genulne peace process in the rgglrm :
: ;};wasupemu. have dialogue with a gang of cut-throat That means demanding 1?“,-_5 ﬁ)mi?\ms:’ .‘w”
W i ¥ i d the refugees 5 o
, who are not Interested in “‘reconclllation In for Nlearagua an : 4
Ti‘:radre::ur: — but only in restoring the property of the wealthy (_,ovemn;wru rg:pp;ga r&&zﬁ:;:x‘rl:;p i
1 n v d T Itton of the ML e n o
landowners and the rule of a new reactionary junta? recognlt F
This call for discussions with the confras in :Ica&ra%\: E::n m;r ?;:::ﬁ?kmja;:ydm'! At
trasts with Hayden's blatant refusal to demand falks betw ! Lt i M M
in El Salvador and the guer- peace process [n Central eric e s
:—?.IT pm—tunﬁ'g‘rjtt !Du_‘ﬂars :gém;e struggling for democratic  supported — but It means rejecting aurrlgn: 1h -\{zu:’lwl:gl‘r':;
rllﬁsoanldenational ‘liberation from U.S. domination In thelr Australlan troops might MT:::E -;;;‘na'-l{" ‘A"»_ i
country. The FDR/FMLN have repeatedly called for negotla- ‘peacekeeplng’ force In the area 2 I?& iy o
L = broad ar.:e settlement with Duarte, but have been East has shown that these forces are only a CoVer P
rm;ﬁl fzt n.arp:g for imperialist warmaking.

area; clivi] ald

Ausirallan
rament and
ves of

or the Contadora
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Challenge indexation guidelines

Collie workers win
strike for 35 hours

On August 7, 35 printing ink manufac-
turing workers at the Collle Cooke plant
In Sydney walked off the job and sef up a
round-the-clock picket to demand Im-
plementation of a 35-hour week. On the
same day printers ai another Sydney
plant, Supertine, Imposed overtime hans
in support of the same demand.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

The actlon of the Collie Cooke workers
was unusual In the current Industrial
relatlons climate. At a time when the
Prices and Incomes Accord is keeping in-
dustrial actlon to a minimum, they
stayed out for flve weeks and effectively
blotted out ink production with a well-
or[gnnn;led Pplcket.

the end they forced the comy t
::;:’::I c}iluwn.halmc):ugh detalls of Ih:::#Ie?
ave been t secret
!Tn;ﬁ‘; &p as part of the
tal up this campalgn the §;
printing workers have rgvlje:d a slrj:adgngelﬁ
that began (n 1981. After a co-ordinated
campalgn throughout the industry, most
printing workers won a 37 1/2 hour week
In June 1982 — with written agreements
from thelr employers that ihe reduction
16 35 would be implemented in December
that year. However, the Fraser Govern-
ment imposed its ‘wages “'pause” [n
ge;;r:;er 1!.;82 and this gave the printing
es the excu
rnﬂmllmmts. 5€ 10 renege on thelr
08! printing workers accepted
argument thal the bosses nuulg not 1:\:_*
ford the 35.hour week durlng the reces-
slon of 1882/B3. But 1984 has seen relative
boom times In the industry and now the
:!m'kers 8€€ no reason for continulng to
lay the implementation of a measure
that will create more employment, as
wgil_:.:‘éumease lelsure time, »
ollle Cooke company h, 3
ereased Its share of the Inkpmniltela:ln?e
and has Introduced new machinery
als "mvepmducuvhy In the past year.
_ refused to negollate the further
e 'l.;tlan In working hours on the pretext
: ml:wjd be breaching the Prices and
o Accord and, more Specifically,
s wage-fixing guldelines adopted by
13 Arbltrl“?;.lqn Commission In

Wo weeks of 1he strik,
Bational Printing Ink Manufaetyrecs oo
urers As-
soclatlon held negotiations with the

Printing and Kindred Industries Assocla-
tion. The strikers returned to work for
the day to allow the talks to proceed and
the company used the opportunity to ship
out bulk supplies of Ink held up by the
plcket.

However, the bosses did nof treat the
talks serlously. The PIMA represen.
fatlves turned up an hour late and simply
told the PKIU reps there was nothing to
HE%:H?:.

e bosses were supported by the Ar-
bltratlon Commlssion and meyFerleral
Government. On September 4, Justice
Heogh ordered the striking workers back
to work and, on the same day, Industrial
Relatlons Minister Ralph Willis sent a
message to the NSW PKIU saying he also
consldered the shorte
In breach of the Accn:d?mu“ il

Printing wor
been kept secret 1o avoid a fiow-

kErs' picket outside Calli
an.

Fortunately, the ACTU took a digf,
line and backed representatives
Collle Cooke workers when they f|
Melbourne for negotiations wiih't
pany's head office. These talks, |
September 11, produced the agreer
that ended the strike, The &
representatives argued that the
was an old one that predated the v
guidelines.

However, the ACTU agreed to he lp
bosses Isolate the effect of this strik
keeplng news of the victory secret
the leaders of the PKIU went along
this extraordinary condition. They v
not even fell the workers at Super
what happened, despite the fact ihat
are In precisely the same position as
Collle Cooke workers.

Thus the settlement of the strike she
how the Accord Is used to Suppress
dustrial actlon — even when a stro
case can be made for such actlon bei
within the framewaork of the Accord a
the restrictive wages guldelines,

Hopefully, news of what the Co
Cooke workers achleved with their det
mined actlon will eventually filter o
desplte the black-out, and help Insp
other workers to take matters Into the
own hands.

es' plant j
Plantin Sydney. Detajis of their selllement have

__party affairs

NSW rank and file

demand preselection

Almost 1000 ALP members fllled
Bankstown Clvic Centre on September 20
to demand the holding of rank-and-flle
preselections for the coming Federal
electlons. The meeting was organlsed by
the Steering Committee, after the right-
wing dominated NSW Administrative
Committee had twice voted down their
proposal to set preselectlons In motlon,

Janet Burstall
Member Rozelle East (NSW) Branch
and Municipal Employees Union

As reported In the previous lssue of
Labor Militant, the Right Is basing lts
refusal to hold preselections on the
ground that Federal electorate boun-
darles are belng redrawn and have not
been flnalised.

John Faulkner, Assistant General
Secretary of the NSW ALP, exposed the
falsity of the Right wing's arguments.
Faulkner explained that preselectlons
had been held or are nearing completion
in every other State on the basls of draft
boundaries released by the Electoral
Commisslon,

In NSW, however, the Party Officers
are lodging protests agalnst the draft
boundarles In a few select seats. These
protests are not because safe Labor seats
may become marginal, or for other
reasons that may disadvantage Labor as
a whole, The protests are designed to
strengthen the preselectlon chances of
right-wing contenders.

The fears of the Right are well founded
if the preselections held In Victorla and
South Australla are any gulde. In Vie-
torla, the alllance of the Soclallst Left
and the Independent factlon enabled
Peter Staples to defeat Attorney-General
Gareth Evans, Andrew Theophanous to
defeat Bill Landeryou and Albert
Knowles to defeat sitting member and
Hawke supporter Bob Chynoweth. In all,
Labor Unity won only one of the twelve
contested seats.

The Bankstown meeting also heard
speakers from varlous parts of NSW ex-
plain the need for rank-and-file preselec-
tlon In their areas, and how Head Offlce
have previously undermined them.

Several Parllamentary represen-
tatlves were present Including Tom
Uren, Michael Knight, Frank Walker and
Stewart West. West, after Inltlal delay,

Labor Militant, Octoher 1984
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has come out In support of rank-and-file
preselection — desplte a challenge to
himself from Rex Connor, Junlor.

The meetlng unanimously endorsed a
resolution calling on the Natlonal Ex-
ecutive to Intervene in NSW to ensure
that preselections are held In accordance
with the rules of the Party.

A gag motlon was put almost im-
medlately after the mover and seconder
{Martin Ferguson and Bruce Childs) had
spoken. Only one speaker was heard,
apart from those previously organised to
speak.

There was no time allowed for rank-
and-flle members to propose ideas for
pursuing the campaign. It Is unfortunate
that a meeting called to enable rank-and-
flle particlpation In the Party did not per-
mit more rank-and-file participation.

While appealing to the Natlonal Ex-
ecutlve Is the only avenue avallable for
Immedlate reversal of the Head Office
declslon, we should also recognise that

the Natlonal Executive’s role (n interven-
tlon In State Branches does not neces-
sarlly lead to increased democracy.

In fact, there are a whole range of
problems relating to lack of Party
democracy — the abolitlon of NSW State
Counell; the undermlning of the role of
the Parllamentary Caucus; Increasing
centrallsation of power In the hands of
the National Executive; and the threat of
Federal Interventlon In the Victorian
Branch to overturn the 2-to-1 declslon of
State Conference rejecting the affiliatlon
of the 4 NCC-dominated unlons.

The fight for democracy cannoi be
divorced from the fight for policles In the
interest of the Party's rank and file, both
In the Branches and the trade unions

In the meantime, as a matter of
urgency, we must endorse the demand
for the Natlonal Executive to direct the
NSW Party to hold rank-and-file
preselectlons, and, forward our resolu-
tlons fo the Natlonal Executive.

NSW Young Labor
shows activist signs

The Annual Conference of NSW Young
Labor held on the weekend of September
22-23, saw an increase In the (nfluence of
the Radical Leadership Group over the
misnamed Centre Unity.

On the whole, the weekend was a suc-
cess, with stimulating debate on Issues
ranging from the British miners to the In-
adequacy of CEP

Bill Manikakls

Camperdown (NSW) Branch, Sydney
Young Labor and Municipal Employees
Union

shouldn‘t have to spend the rest of thelr
llves In meaningless, short-term jobs
that did nothing to train themn and equip
them for further employment.

There was debate on the banning of
nuclear war ships In New Zealand, and
on the need for Increased public Invesi-
ment to create jobs.

One disapolntment of the weekend was
the resolution on uranium mining
Rather than reaflrming our 1877 pollcy
and stating our intentlon to fight for lts
relmplementatlon, the motion merely
urges that safeguards be upheld. This
our argument that the only safe

Not surprisingly. the Centre Unlty fac-
tlon toed the line of thelr right-wing men-
tors In the labour bureaucracy. They
spoke agalnst the black-banning of coal
to Britaln, where miners are fightlng a
life-and-death struggle.

They also had the hide to defend the
grossly inadequate CEP. On this, an un-
employed delegate from Penrith slam-
med them effectlvely — saylng that
youth in the West couldn't look forward
to cushy jobs In head office, and

uranium 1s In the ground.

On a more positlve note, however,
NSW Young Labor's Publications Com-
mittee will be throwing Its resources In
with the AYL's INSIGHT. There has
been a long-felt need for a natlonal, ac-
tivist, campalgning paper — a forum for
debate and an Informatlon network.

Another sign of militancy was the decl-
ston to ald the sacked Riverstone meat
workers by holding a comblned public
meeting to publiclse their plight.
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The assumption that wage rises cause unemployment and In-
flatlon, and therefore must be suppressed, Is one of the more dis-
{turbing and dangerous features of the Accord.

Experience over the past 12 monihs has refuted this premise.
Take the example of the steel and vehlcle Industries.

The mass sackings at GM-H last year presented a certaln test
case for the Accord. Tt raised the whole guestlon that If our
wages cause unemployment and inflation, and carworkers
hadn't had a wage increase In 14 months, then why had 633 of the
workforee been sacked? With even more sackings now proposed
this makes a farce of the statement in the Accord that wage In-
creases should not “glve added impetus to Inflatlon or un-
employment.”

It Is just this assumption that puts the blame for the economic
erlsis squarely on the shoulders of the victims of the erisls — the
working class and the oppressed and victimised sections of
soclety such as women

What makes it even more grolesque {s that many trade union
\eaders and certain sections of the Left have caved In and sup-
ported and promoted this assumption, which 1s nothing more
than a betrayal of our interests.

Another false premise of the Accord Is that the recession Is
short-term and superficial. The argument, which Is the one that
Malcolm Fraser put forward, goes like this If wages are
restralned, profits will rise and so bosses will Invest and more
jobs will be created.

Yet profits have risen 53 per cent In the past 12 months, and
yet there has been no corresponding Increase In investment. In
tact where investment has occurred, it has been n the introduc-
tion of labour saving technology which will reduce further the
jobs available.

This is exactly what Is happening in the steel and vehicle In-
dustry at present. And Hawke, Keating and Willls have made
clear statements about the long-term nature of unemployment
at the 10 per cent level In the future

The Accord package was sold to the trade union movement on
the basis that wage restralnt would be compensated for by in-
creases in the soclal wage. Furthermore, the whole deal has
been put forward as the best of deals for the less well-organised
sectors of the workforce, primarily women, as a means of
generating and malntalning existing living standards.

Ironlcally enough, It has been precisely these warkers,
primarily women wor kers In the less Industrlally strong areas,
who have been forced to go outside the system In an attempt to
malntain a decent standard of living. The fights waged by the
Food Preservers Unlon and the Confectloners Unlon during 1983
are prime examples

There Is absolutely no guarantee in the Accord that real wage
levels will be malntalned over time. Yet where workers have
used thelr indusirlal strengih to push for wage Increases or
shorter hours they have been attacked by the press, Labor
parliamentarlans and trade unlon officialdom

The attacks at the 1983 ACTU Congress on Gall Cotton, FFPU
organiser, for daring to back her workers In thelr flght for wage
Increases and shorter hours outside of the framework of the Ac-
cord is a classle example

What the Accord meant In practice for the 40 per cent of
women staffing ihe plcket line at Helnz, was a viclous campalgn
aimed al lsolating and weakening thelr struggle. They were
made oul o be Industrial renegades

In fact, the system of wage indexatlon under the Accord
doesn’t even guarantee maintenance of llving siandards. It's not
automaile, 1t's not pegged to the real rate of Inflatlon — nor is
the CPI flow-on Increase guaranteed, and It’s always shx months
behind.

Most women workers have the lowest levels of pay, yet can
only maintaln thelr existing Inequallty In wages If there Is
automatlc, full wage indexatlon linked to a real cost of living In-
dex, This doesn't happen under the Accord and the National
Wage Case.
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Instead all that ls guaranteed (s that they fall further and
further behind. Wage Inequality Is not belng held stable, let
alone Improved

Ultimately, the way to protect and Improve the conditions of
the industrially weaker sectors of the workforce Is through un-
{ted unlon campalgns spearheaded by the more powerful unlons.

It Is Important 1o understand the terms of the Accord. It Is a
wage-cutting mechanism. The promises to Increase the social
wage are the sugar coating and mask the reallty of cuts to the
public health system, fo public education, ete. All that 1s
guaranteed in the Accord is wage restraint; prices are only un
der survelllance.

When It comes to the specific mention of women, the Accord s
wirtually silent. A close scrutiny reveals one mentlon In a vague
statement regarding education and TAFE policy towards the
end of the document. This is a glaring omission considering
women constitute 52 per cent of Australlan soclety and 37 per
cent of the workforce.

It is even more blatant, considering the Accord’s alm of
redistributlon of Income and wealth — glven the mpact of the
recession on women In the workforce, (n unemployment rates
and as major beneflclaries of welfare

Firsily, to look at wage levels, on the 1983 flgures, of the 28.2
per cent of women who work full 1ime thelr earnings are The for
every dollar earned by male workers. Clearly, the 9.1 per cent of
wages lost during the perlod of the Fraser Government's wage
freeze and extended by Hawke has hit women hardest. Those
who earn the lowest wages can least afford such a cut, even If
promises are made about restoring wage levels over time

A 1977 OECD study of 12 countries showed that Australla had
the highest levels of industrial segregation. In February 1984, &4
per cent of women WOrkers were concentrated In only three oc
cupations — clerleal, sales and services

One of the major factors hampering women's attempt to galn
equal pay Is the fact that the work areas In which so many
women are concentrated are so undervalued

It Is useful 10 see the terms of the Natlonal Wage Case decl-
slon, which [s the concrete expression of the Aceord In this con-
text. They actually work agalnst women galning equal pay.

The Accord and subsequent Natlonal Wage Case decislons
prohibit work value cases for existing occupatlons. The Natlonal
Wage Case declsions allow for work value cases only In areas
where new technology has opened up new areas of employment

There |s no opportunity to have exlsting occupatlons assessed
for at least two years. Thus women's skills, at present grossly
underrated and underpald, will remaln as they are.

There can be no opportunity to have a secretary’s job re
assessed 1o be of comparative worlh as that of a truck driver, a8
has recently happened Ln a brea k-through decislon {n the United
States, The Accord actually relnforces occupational segrega-
tlon,

Because women are still largely concentraled in 8 narrow
range of occupatlons and Indusiries, the Impact of new
technology 1s greater In Increasing women & unemployment
rates. In Japan recenily. Hawke toreshadowed more job losses
In the manufaciuring industry as Industry Is rationalised and
high technology Is Introduced on the boss 5" ferms

This will mean even greater disporporiionate ‘oss of women
process workers' Jobs In the manu acturing industry. Thuu
sands of Jobs are made obsolete by hls m hod. Women
telephonists employed by re only one example where
technology Is used to vul Jobs — not [0 Improve waorking candl
tions.

Here agaln the tevms of (he Aceord work agalnst women
Shorter hours ks one way of sharing around the beneflls of new
technology and ensuring thal joh losses and speedups are fhe
only reward for the workers. Yet fightlng for shorter hours is
ruled out under the Accord except In y lim clrcumstances
ssyla changes In work practices or pr

Continued on page 10.
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Women and the Accord
Continued from page 9.

This means that In order to reduce hours from 40 to 38,
workers have to pay for this by giving away working conditlons
or by agreeing to speed-ups. They have 10 agree to do as much
work {n 38 hours as they did in 40, and even this Is subject to the
employers’ agreement.

These offsels are currently at issue ln the NSW nurses’ dispute
for & 38-hour week. Cost offsets proposed Include Incressed meal
charges In hospltal cafeterlas, {ncreased charges for accom-
modation, no accrual of one day off per month during leave,
abolition of part-time and casual loadings, among others. The
cost offsets are Insisted on by a State ALP government in one of
the few remaining publle service areas which doesn't already
have the 38-hour week.

The nurses’ fight Is not just seen as a move fo equity by a
predominantly female workforce, but as challenglng the resirle-
va zrlaldelines of the Natlonal Wage Case — and therefore of the

ccord.

The whole thrust of the Natlonal Wage Case has been to bind
unions from improving condltions and wages. In order to get
CPI Increases six monthly, the unlons have had to slgn on the
dotted line that they wouldn't pursue wage claims or reduced
hours outside the framework of the Accord for the next two
years. This amounts to an effective no strike b

None of this has been fortheoming. Marrled women v

he
their jobs are not entitled to any unemployment bs*n{'l‘ul
negligible Increases In the dole stlll put it way behind
poverty line. Now It has become commonplace to refer t

welfare and the femlinlsation of poverty.

The Accord was committed to reducing Indirect taxation

ar, the Federal Budget broke the terms of the Accord with 1|
increase in Indirect tax on beer, clgareties and petrol — 4
{hen went further fo index (nereases every six months. To th
sands of wamen who are nol wage earners, indirect taxatlon |.
partlcularly heavy burden

The Accord Is committed to easing the tax burden on low
middle [ncome-earners, the majority of whom are women,
in 1983, company 1ax Is down to 8.6 per cent, less than half wi
it was In 1982 budget revenue.

¥et personal Income tax has risen to 40.8 per cent for the sa
period. There Is no capltal galns or wealth tax, so It's quite cle
who foots the bill for the soclal wage.

Yet soelal spending for women Is minimal. Take childcare
an example. Nearly 43 per cent of all women In the workfo
have children under the age of 12 (1980 figures). But the Acco
‘mentions nothing about childcare, or even ralses the lssue
ACTU polley that childeare should be tax deductible.

When you look at unemployment the situation Is glaringly un
qual. Unemployment rates for women are appallingly .‘nlgﬁ Ar

And this has meant In fact that going for imj v
provements in con-
ditlons Is blocked, as trade unlon officlals pressure workers
back o work to avoid endangering the Accord. The level of
sirikes has been greatly reduced, not because there 1s nothing to
slru'ggle about, but because of the restrictive guldelines and the
welxi,_slte“y[&r:n?fingl;ppl'lfd by the trade unlon officlals.
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women's affairs

Breakthrough in BHP

‘Jobs for Women’case

A landmark case challenging job dis-
crimination agalnst women has begun in
the NSW Equal Opportunily Tribunal.
The *'Jobs for Women Campalgn, a
struggle by women In the Illawarra area
to galn jobs In the steel Industry, has
culminated In 34 women seeking legal
redress from Australlan Iron and Steel
for alleged discriminatory hiring prac-
tices.

Pat Brewer

Member Forest Lodge (NSW) Branch
and Amalgamated Metals, Foundry
and Shipwrights Union

The women claim that AI&S, a wholly
owned subsidlary of BHP, discriminated
against women when hiring, even after
the NSW Antl-Discrimination Act was
made law In 1977. This has led to a four-
year battle, which is only now reaching a
polnt where It can be begin to be
resolved.

The women have faced many setbacks
in their fight for equality — but on
September 21, afier the hearing had
already begun, they won a significant
victory. They won the right to have legal

ald.

For many this may not seem anything
more than natural justice. Taking a
multi-billion dollar monopoly like BHP to
court when you have no job, don't speak
the language, and are a woman 1s surely
a perfect example of when legal ald
should be granted. But the NSW Legal
Ald Commission only decided in favour
of the women on lts fifth review of thelr
submission for ald.

The Legal Ald Review Committee re-
jected the application on the grounds that
the women's case lacked '‘merlt.” The
grounds for such a declslon were hard to
concelve, As the women sald:

“‘We wonder how many times we have
to be discriminated agalnst before we
can correct the Injustlces we are suffer-
ing. We wonder how thls legal body can
make declslons on the ‘merit’ of our case
when this partleular sectlon of the Anti-
Discrimination Act has mever been
tested, never been taken up In the past,
never reached the stage of a court case.

“We wonder why our case has no
‘merlt’ when the legal advice we have
had up until this stage Indlcates that the
case Is a good one and s Important. We
wonder about the use of these laws If,
when a disadvantaged group ke
ourselves wants to seek redress under
them, It Is made extremely difficult for
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us through denlal of legal ald.”

The women refused to glve up, and

began a campalgn to get legal ald. Elgh-
teen months after the original submis-
slon was made, and 4 appeals later, they
won.
During the campalgn many groups and
labour movement flgures, including
NSW Premier Neville Wran, Federal
Minister Stewart West, ACTU Executlve
Member Jennle George and the NSW
Labor Women's Committee rallled to
thelr cause, After the fourth rejection,
the NSW Women's Advisory Council
gave the women $10,000 to be able to con-
tinue with thelr case.

Thelr case is a historlc one In several
ways. The women are challenging the
most powerful and wealthy monopoly In
the country.

Thelr flght began in 1980 when it was
discovered that more than 2,000 women
had been repeatedly refused jobs by BHP
in Port Kembla, the major employer,
while the company continued to hire
men. In April 1980, 30 women lodged

-omplaints with the Antl-Diserimination
Board and started a campalgn which
resulted in BHP hiring more than 300
women at the Port Kembla and Newcas-
tle steelworks.

With the onset of the economic reces-
slon at the end of 1982, the company
began to carry out the Job-slashing cam-
palgn that cut the steel workforce by 10,0-
00 — and continues foday with a further
projected 3000 Jobs to g0 In the next three
Years.

As most of the women lost thelr newly
won jobs, 34 declded that It was time to
take on BHP on the lssue of job dis-
erimination. They will be seeklng com-
pensatlon to cover the loss of wages,
senlority, promotion and all the other
benefits they would have accrued If the
company had hired them, as they hired
men, when they first applled for the job.

The case will test the capacity of antl-
diserimination leglslatlon to help women

Jul ®
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Picket outside Tribunal
hearing in Wollongang

LN N

break out of traditional job barriers that
make Australla one of the most sex-
segregaled workforces of all countries —
according to a survey by the Organlisa-
tlon for Economlc Co-operation and
Development. The case provides a test of
the effects of present direct diserimina-
tion and the cumulatlve Indirect effecis
of discrimination n the past.

The case also sets a precedent because
it Is the first representative case of Its
kind in Australia. If successtul, it will al-
low whatever is won by the 34 complal-
nants to flow on 1o others In a similar
situation. It will determine whether
groups of women In similar eclrcum-
stances can act together — Instead of
having to fight for thelr rights as in-
dividuals agalnst huge corporations like

HP.

The case occurs at a very cruclal time
for women. Many of thelr traditional job
opportunities are being slashed by sack-
Ings and the introduction of new
technology. Women's unemployment
rates are far higher than men's.

If they are to maintain their right to
work and to Independent economic
rights, they must have access to a wider
range of jobs. Breaking through the
traditional sex-segregated job patterns Is
essentlal,

The need to have affirmative action
programs Is recognised by the Hawke
Government and already a program of
test cases is under way, assoclated with
the Introduction of the Federal Sex
Discrlmination Bill. These must not just
be used as cover-up Jobs to obscure real
discrimination for the majorlty of
women.

That's why the Jobs for Women case is
so lmportant. As one of the women sald:

“The irony Is that while we are taking
BHP to court for diserimination, BHP
was recently chosen as one of 28 com-
panles to participate In a voluntary
Federal Government pllot program of af-
firmative actlon.”
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Hamish Linacre speaks on:
and the Accord

Education
Thi are major

a speech on the effects of the Prices-and-
[Incomes Accord en education given by
Hamish Linacre, Research Officer for
the Queensland Teachers Unlon, to a one-
day seminar sponsered by the Soclal
Rights Campaign in Brishane on
September 2.

In the Accord which was struck
between the ACTU and the ALP the fol-
' lowing matiers were placed before the
public as the ent. There were
spectiics, that is fiscal implications, and
there were vagaries and polemic which
were 10 underpin the whole thing — to
glve the essentlal warm inner glow to
such a document. Let's logk first at the
fiscal Implications and what has been
delivered.

First of all, there was a widespread
feeling in the comimunity, promoted by
the Rupert Murdochs of this world, that
the education system was falllng because
kiﬂs were leaving school too soon. And
where were they going? They wy
tnsunernplamenl. SRR

0 1t was essential that the Accord had
4 little bt in it about Increased retention
rates. And to underpin that there were
EROIMOUS amounts of statistics Produced
that Australia had the lowest retentlon
Tates In the world — and the end polnt
rgjc:z;es t:‘:e ;D!uuun In itself. Keep the

Chools and you will
Ry o achleve that
And all sorts of nonsense
Eenerated fo achieve this end, The r:oas:
facile which stj]] EXIsts, after two years
mmhw Government, is the transition
X School 1o work program, It has been
Abused, It hasn’t achieved 1ts objectives
= unless Its objective is to keep poor
wide-eyed litle children, aged 15 or 16 In
School rather than turning them uul' o
the non-workforee.
If that Il:e}:he ubjective then it has sue.
E Ause retentlon rates have
;linﬂen Temarkably quickly In the last 12-18
Nths. And ‘teachers and schoo]
mlem,!sda‘;-p copplng that. We are not
w{o iy <ope with 1. 1 will come back
We were 20Ing to Initiage 4 new
st h stu-
:::: ,:? Primary schools. Thys h:s l::
?;ﬂt:glll!"rﬂ;u In the broader
Whal's wrong with
m—!hﬂlz.umkidumn‘t{gm
Enough when they're Jiyfje and that's
.“Wﬂey become a problem when they
older, and therefore can’y Eel
‘mployment,

‘The intellectual underpinnings of these
first two elements of the Accord are
frightening in what they reveal.

Bul anyhow, having been convinced
thal the children were not getting enough
of the basics at the beginning, we'd fix
that up with a basie skills course, Well,
they have dellvered that this year.

It's golng to be & beauty, In recognition
of the fact that teachers really have
falled students of more vouthful years
over the pasi couple of generations, we
are golng to fix that, with a program for
the whole of Australla that fs Egolng to
cost $6.7 million!

It's going to be a giggle, And what [1 (s
&Eolng to do, of course, is allow the pre-
school and early education teachers to
buy a few more blocks and possibly a
Blece of carpet to put over the bare
Board. That is the sltuation in most of our

" schools in Queensland, and it will be Just

a glnnc]y nonsense.

tie next sweeping undertaki was f
remedy the deficlencies |n Eapl!r;gl - 1I|;:
Is bullding equipmen! — ang Fecurrent
funding levels (n schopls, 1 love this one, |
m;an it really Is a joke, G

ast year the Federal Governm,
provided an additional $10 mpljion ;::

F‘elgﬁrai Government,

s e R
T R, G
st ad st P
2 millilon today

s being desirable [n 1974
For the Federal Govern; o hrow
up $10 million for the wnnler:s];lnl:e1 :utun!
;sjluh:} l;lcrease 10 fultlll this commirme;{
onsense, a
of the ighest Grder, UM 10 decel
e NEXI one was — rajg|n,
[I;En rates in tertlary eﬂncalgln]:rnt!l;m.
dugsﬂ][:gbaéﬁ: 1-\';n”llhe dacceptance pf 1wo’
i at If you cap ch,
children inio ferqfay, [ B
:hey leave the schnnh?lhel;'u;l?nh;mn'?“
Into the employment market and bag B
:ﬂnafxnnhaa:nssmem there. And thap l.sntT:
g
PR lerpinning of thig Particular
But the one that has some valldity, of

course, s that there Is extraording
restriction in our country upon enty
tertiary education — more so than .
other of the so-called develop
countries. And you have got to be
careful looking at it, but the I'eéspons
been pitiful again.

I suppose they can argue that i
have raised the partielpation rate
providing for an additional 30,000 plac:
In fertlary institutions Australia
OVer the next three years, In 19&;
however, we can look forward to only
00 new places at unl's and CAE" pl
possibly the same number in TAFF

Then there was a promise to provide
and maintaln government scho:
systems of the highest standard open i
all chlldren. That is Just laughable — 2
then funding non-government schools
the basis of need.

Well, you can say Geelong Grammar
and Scols College have got need! One
can:t €0 through life without winning
ONE's £aps, can one; that's a need. And
one has to have the best shell on the
TVer, that's a need; one has to have the
rifle gallery; one has to have the horse
stud.

The problem of course, Is that the
Teeds we were talking about when we
Were conned Into this bear nc
resemblance o the needs of these schaols
— llke Scots, which In 1982 recelved ove:
3800,000 from the public purse, or
Brisbane Grammar Schaol, which in 1952
recelved almost $900,000,

And that's only Federal grants, Add to
that a similar amount from the State
purse and you get a plclure of what Is
:::al:%mhaﬁlpenlng In this country

L]
fulfi) neegds 1 ej‘it:‘[[oi:lihllc money 1o
OW, the next was the provision of
:":"‘h‘E andre-tralning for tﬁp disadvan-

Bed. The reality |s that speclfic
g:':grilmrs almed at the disadvantaged
i N fact been cut — and 1o say that

?yeh;ve been increased Is wrong.

10Cess used to Identify the disad-
;‘;:g‘%%ed has In fact limited the defini
e disadvantaged o a point where
ﬂ“lslﬂrley retalned In real terms, say In
o Ec‘:““*’l?d sehools programs, Is now
s P & ed 1o spread over a broader
L, ll-;]l'hgtﬂs[el|m}l\sl and a broader number
0 achleve objectlves that are

;]"!Eﬂl]l:j And the amount of money Is

For example, whereas In
. this 's
Budget almost $50 million will be aﬁﬁl{;d

10 those wealthy private schaol
s 1 .
Ted to before, only $34 miliion ha:“l;feirn

-
Buidelines.

applied to service the whole disadvan-
taged schools program — In both private
and government schools throughout
Australia.

And the disadvantaged schools
program copes with at least three times
the number of children that are in those
wealthy private schools, because most of
the people In those wealthy schools are,
In fact, children of already advantaged
and ellte familles,

I won't go into the rest of thls rather
depressing document. I'll just turn in the
last few minutes to what the government
has dellvered to schools and how 1t com-
pares with the promises of the Govern-
ment In the context of the Accord. And
the most revealing thing there s a mo-
tlon of last week's executlve of the
ACTU, which reads under Education
Funding, “The ACTU executlve, while
noting the Increase In real terms In
education expendlture, Is however con
cerned to note that the commitments
made In the Hayden educatien plan and
Incorporated in the context of the Ac-
cord, in relatlon to remedying deficlen-

cles In recurrent funding levels of
government schools, and In funding non-
government schools on the basls of need,

have not been met. These two commit-
ments were unanimously reafflrmed at
the recent ALF Natlonal Conference and
as nelther of these undertakings were in-

cluded .

Now, having sald that, what would be
an approprlate last paragraph? We have
Identifled a sell-out. We have Identifled a
breach of the Accord of momentous
magnltude for schools, and that means
big dollars — I'm talking about a $1,000
milllen magnltude — what they are golng
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"Government schools have been dealt a death blow"

under Hawke Government's education

2
are golng to go and have a little
chat; they are golng to have "“an urgent
meellng between the ACTU and the
Government."" And they don’t make any
Indication In thelr resolution, of course,
as to what the outcome of that meeilng
might be — except maybe a coffee and a
few beers after, and it's a bit tough for
those kids missing out

What do the guldellnes offer then? And
what do they mean In the context of what
the promises were? Let's have a look at
the speclfics of the Conference resolu-
tlons of the ALF, which restated the com-
mitment of the Party to a number of prin-
clples which are contalned In the Accord
document.

The first one was to the primary
obllgation of Governments to provide
government schools of the highest stan
dard. And that Is part of the polemic
which has sold us the whole Accord
package

What do they dellver? They dellver
‘“‘an historic recognition of a dual system
of schooling In Australla," “wlth a com-
mon basis for the recurrent funding of all
schools, private and government.”

And It also goes further. It provides a
funding guarantee to non-government
schools of a magnltude from one-and-a-
half rimes up to many times those glven
to governmen! schools.

But that Is what's called a primary
obligation fo government schools. Here
are some flgures:

Next year, private schools will recelve
a minimum of $265 for each primary
chlld and $420 for each secondary chlld,
as a guarantee from the Commonwealth
From the State they will recelve about

to do.
Th

the same, depending upon which State
they live in,

Government schools on the other hand,
recelve a guarantee from the Com-
monwealth of only $148 and $163 per child
in 1985.

The private amounts go up to $746 for
primary and 31,177 for secondary next
year, compared with those two figures
for government schools. The horizon for
government schools Is only 8193 per
primary child and $285 per secondary
child n 1982 — and that compares with
§$988 for primary and $1,458 for secon-
dary, In private schools.

Now, all that having been sald, let's
look at the aggregate amounts very
quickly. $156.6 milllon per year will be
the increase from the Federal public
purse by 1992 for government schools,
compared with over 3400 milllon increase
per year for non-government schools by
1992.

The government also promised to
restore Commonwealth funds to govern
ment schools to 10% of government
school costs, this would have meant an
extra $240 milllon by 1986. The Party
reaffirmed that at Its Conference. This
has just been Ignored

They have, instead, provided only 8%
of the "“communlty standard,”” which Is
nonsense anyway. This will mean only an
extra $37 million by 1986

They also agreed to wipe out the
wealthy private school funding. They
have backed off that to accommodate the
prlvate school Interest lobby

The clear statement that obligation for
standards In private schools rested with
the private schools was adopted by the
ALP Natlonal Conference, with govern-
ments having only an obligation to assist
In faet they have now plcked up a shared
responsibility to ensure standards [n
those schools.

All in all, T will finlsh by saying that, in
light of the Prices and Incomes Accord,
what has been dealt out to schools ls
devastating. To government schools, to
kids who are baslcally working-class,
they have been dealt I belleve a death-
blow.

This Is to the point where In ten years'
time we will look back and see an educa
tlon system [n this country where private
school proliferation will have run ram-
pant. There will be schools for every -

tle group In the community who wants to
open one, funded from the public purse

Our public schools will be repositorles
for the poor, the working class, and the
Inarticulate In the community, We are
going to find our public schools
marginalised to the service of the disad-
vantaged, In terms of the economlc
power In our soclety, and that is frighten.
Ing.
So that [s the message for the fulure,

and that Is the Accord after a year and a
half. I frankly think we need to find some
other direction



foreign policy

Speech by Helen Clark

Broad support for N.Z. nuclea:

ships ban

The New Zealand Labour Party won a tremendous victory
over the Muldoon National Government last July 14. One of the
key issues which has recelved mueh international publicity is
the new N.Z. Labour Government's strong stand against visits
of U.8. nuclear warships.

This led to heavy pressure being exerted against the Govern-
ment by the Reagan Administration — and to the shame of the
Australian Labor Government, by leaders of the Hawke Govern-
ment as well.

A recent tour by Helen Clark, a leading member of the N.Z.
Farty, sponsored by the Australian peace movement, has been
held to explain the issues to meetings around Australia.

l!ejey Clark currently chairs the N.Z. Parliamentary Select
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Labor Government's
Caucus Committee on External Affairs, She is also Government
nominee to chair the FParliamentary Select Committes on Disar-
lll.lsjr’.l;l’.ﬂ! and Arms Control.

was elected to Parliament in 1981. She has been on e
‘N::“f:n’ﬂ Iith;ﬁ:: of the :ILI’ since 1978, As international l::l
or the Party, she has represen
e i riy : j‘;"' ut;:rd"he Party at several

I forums,
We reprint below major excerpts from her speech to
meeting held in Sydney on September 16. - S

Iregard the visit I have been abl,
e to make to Aust
;nn\;ta]t!o}\n:;?r;]e:;ﬁs;r;\lev;ﬂealand within the peace ?1%:;;12![:
abor Parly, as a visit of ver: Ereat Impor-
tance to us. Because T am concerned that there g’as been am—

ment in the media in this count and
Sl s I Iy, particularly in the Uniteq
M erled, which seeks to misrepresent the position we

There seems 10 be feeling 4
] around, in certaln quarters,
New ' ealand has suddenly had a rush of blood tu the hesd, Lo
me:] rca:llI:g ;:n\;?f‘}":danﬁen_ms disease, which the Waj) S;Ireel
SRR reek disease’ and the Washington Post
“;anli:vﬁahnleﬂllu take you today through the history of the evoly.
SO mj:DNr% Inﬂlg.z‘. S0 that everyone here ¢an BOaway say-
A vernment does know wh, ¢ d
bl MR a W al_tt s doing, iI's
e ".ng is for a long time, and the N.Z. people are
In the past, althoy v
£ Eh we were dppalled by the dev

m::ﬂs of mass destruction, we did not see oumeT:rHeI;";esn:::I
e {;ﬂ:;:{(v::cdie;l‘nm changed, for us, in 1966, when lhé
Fr;::rh R, T testing very close 1o our backyard in
e ‘i;’ gfge“zas _Fhevﬂuped In N.Z, a very strong consclousness
b P r:l ree has already begun for so many pmblp In
et .I;‘lmc ;ely because of the Nuclear testing. Not Just the
s ¥ mn:- Polynesia, byt the tesiing of (he US. In
Mieronesi g, 52t the Britlsh at Christmas Toland gng
. | ;
a-sl;wery St ooy ustralla, because we regard you

€ 1's own acy
lopment in our reglon. L ALy s Atndteroe

Prior to the 1972 general electlon, we sent one of o,
Parllamentary frontbenchers up to Moruroa on a protest vesse
operated by Greenpeace, and that was a grave step to take at
the time. When we were elected to Government in 1972, we th:
had the opportunity to use the welght of the machinery of the
N.Z. Government to show our attitude with whatever force wr
could muster as a small nation,

And we sent, early In the perlod of that Government, a frigate
up to Moruroa Atoll, one of two or three frigates of the N.Z
Navy. It only got there because the Australian Navy was kind
enough to support us by having a fuel boat going along behind
because a N.Z. Navy frigate does not have a Very long range

We were grateful for your support In that direct actlon we
took, and I belleve it had a Very great impact on world opinion at
the time. We also took legal actlon against the French Goverr-
ment at the International Court In The Hague and were succes
sful In getting an opinion, a judgement in pur favour.

1t did not have the effect of halting French nuclear testing In
?;;u‘ reglon altogether; It drove {t underground. We still regard
m;; a;:igr-we offence, even if slightly less offensive than the a
hu]llgmr\fp.|e8|mg' So there was that Very strong concern

ncreasingly then, eyes furned In N.Z. within the Labour
Party, wiihin the peace movement, to the nuclear weaponry of

Could N.Z. In all L::!:;tt:lel:ce gllve Aany support whatsoever to the
Egles of that country, If | 4
ah::; whalt France was dolng not so far {wayg?re11 i
weapu:‘; eitca nrl-;d 10 be conslstent in gur approach to nuclear
o 1;22 Ti;lg‘:rsé =Iitlnml"he perlod of the former Labour
. =1, r

ve;sels i Iln::).“aban on the visits of nuclear
One came In the term of that Government. We were under

:'?kaeldy dlddnn): cease to exist,
» and that the world conin;
i ued 10 go on,
ell, the Labour Government lost office in N.Z. In 1875, and

on we

Toba T A::fra.'l?e W0 new conservatiye administrations,
et a and Natlonal |n N.Z., positively encourag-
1 3 lnc et o oy e e 4 el han

S0, there we v n 1506 o

Wil L‘wﬂelrr;, v'ffe.'.""“ from 1976 on, elght and a half
Préepared 1o Identify toral
alllance and the nuclear |
by the United States,

In 1975,
Bl D“he-n{-:’h:’"{hhsd fought the electlon on many Issues, but
same polloy i 19782 nlilclenr ship ban from our ports, We naé the
Iy because e « Although it wasn't taken rightfully serioys-
In 1981 o ¥ thought we were going to win,
thred yea‘u M\“;r}' Nearly became the Government For the 1ast
uldoon has enjoyed only a one seat majorlty In oyr

Clark's Sydney meeting

dience at Helen

Parliament untll he was hounded out altogether two months ago
— and we're all very pleased about that

But from 1881 on, with Labour so close to becoming the
Government, and the antl-nuclear movement having gathered
80 much momentum, New Zealand has been under a great deal
of pressure to modify the position held by the Labour Party and
the peace movement on the non-nuclear interpretation of the
ANZUS alllance.

In the last three years, we have seen slightly more visits from
nuclear warships and at quite provocative times. In Hiroshima
Week last year, one of the largest and ugliest ships In the US
Navy was brought Into the harbour of Auckland. 3

This had a very counterproductive effect, bringlng out 50,000
Aucklanders Into the streets to demonstrate agalnst If. And if
you don't think that's very lmpressive, remember that
Auckland Is a relatively small clty of only three-guarters of a
milllon — which means that one-In-fifieen people came out to
demonstrate.

S0 that vislt was counterproductive. But nonetheless there
Wwere more of them, We have also seen In the last three years a
prefty steady stream of visitors from the Strategle Command In
Hawall, from the Pentagon, and the State Department — all
chorusing with one volce that If the policy of the Labour Party of
banning American nuclear warshlps from N.Z. ports was im-
plemented, then that was tantamount to ending the ANZUS al-
llance.

We do not accept that Interpretation. And of course, at the
same tlme that this pressure was coming on, NZers were
reacting to a number of other phenomena. They were reacting to
these statements that were belng made from '79-'80 onwards
after the electlon of a very conservatlve Republican Adminstra-
tlon In the US that America was looking towards a first-strike
capacity.

And that made NZers very nervous, consclous as they were of
the dangers of nuclear weaponry, and the thought that they were
tled Into an alllance that might be part of a firststrike
capabliity.

So In 1984, we once agaln went to the people with a strong antl-
nuclear policy, and we belleved we had publle support in putting
that forward.

Our policy sald the following things. Flrstly, that the new
Labour Government would legislate for a nuclear-free N.Z. — a
step we belleve we are perfectly entitled to take as a soverelgn
natlon, fo make sure that our country Is nuclear free

And we have sald that the legislation would cover the follow-
Ing polnts: Firstly, to make It absolutely clear in our own
slatutes that N.Z, will never be a land base for nuclear weapons.
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Secondly, o put In the prohibition on the visits of nuclear-
armed and powered warships to our ports.

Thirdly, to rule out for all time the development of nuelear
power generation in N.Z

And fourthly, to ensure that N.Z. (s never a place where
nuclear waste may be stored or dumped. We will of course be
making exceptions for bona fide scientific and medical use of
nuclear materials. Not to do so would not be senslble.

We also were pledged to renegotlate the ANZUS alllance, tak
Ing Into aceount the following four points:

The first that N.Z.'s participation [n the alliance must be on
the basis of Its absolutely non-negotlable, non-nuclear stance
And those are precisely the words In the program, ‘‘non-nuclear,
non-nuclear stance.””

Secondly, that our participation in the ANZUS alliance must
permit us to promote a nuclear-free Pacific, because we see that
as very much In the Interests of our securlty (n the léng term.
Thirdly, that our participation In the alllance must be one on

equal terms with the other two partles, and that any declsion
taken by those treaty partles must be a unanlmous one

And fourthly, that our participation must give an absolute
guarantee of N.Z.'s securlty.

On the nuelear-free Paclfic, we have accepled that as a first
step we would accept the Australlan Labor Government
proposal of a limited nuclear weapon-free zone — but we stres-
sed that we see it as very much a first step. And we hope that
having consolidated flrm ground there, that we can go on In
later years to talk about more definite and progressive
measures for a nuclear-free zone,

So, there we were, plunged Into a snap electlon campalgn,
round about the 13th of June, on that pelley. Muldoon called thls
election on precisely the issue of natlonal securlty and ANZUS.

So we went Into an electlon campalgn, with that belng his lssue
— that he was prepared to campalgn on that. In the event, the
campalgn did not come to focus on guestlons of natlonal
securlty, but to focus more on the economy.

But there were those who tried to make it the [ssue of the cam-
palgn, including the American Ambasador to N.Z., who
launched public statements in the course of our election cam-
palgn. And that was a new phenomenaon for N.Z.

Publle statements were made again stating the view of the
Amerlcan Government that the Labour Party’s pollcy was tan-
tamount 10 the collapse of ANZUS, and that further conse-
quences might flow.

We also had durlng our electlon campalgn a tour of two
Congressmen from Washington — one a Democrat, with the
velvet-glove approach, the other a Republican, with the iron

N.Z Prime Minister David Lange. New
strong backing for its anti-nuclear palicies




unions

Brake van dispute
Wran’s job cutbacks

The recent train drivers' dispute in
NSW has once agaln highlighted the job-
cutting nature of the Wran Government's
rail rationallsatlon program. The real
cause of the dispute, however, recelved
scant attentlon from the media

By contrast, the vlews of State Rall
Authority Chief Executlve David Hill
that this was merely an inter-union dis-
pute recelved wide coverage. The
background to this dispute, though, was
somewhat more complex than the SRA
would have us belleve.

3ellra Stewart
ember Marrickville East (NSW
Branch and Australian Railways(u:ﬁori

Since October 1982, the SRA has been
Implementing a ratlonalisation program
which It elalms is justified by the level of
technology In the rallways, and a rising
deficit which the Wran Government has
refused 1o fund over a certain level. It's
Important to mote here that while no
Tetrenchments have vet occurred In the
SRA, the alm of the ratlonalisation
gruozra;]n 1sm|n Iellmma!e positions, and

UEN natural wastage re
nlollu- \\;ﬂdorce over 1girm=.dm:E S
ne the proposed rational
measures 1s the reduction from 3‘{??‘:}
the size of train crews on long-distance
Passenger and frelght tralns. This s to be
:fhlwed by the removal of the brake van
the rear of the train, and the
_amalgamation of the dutles of the guard
(Who rides in the brake van) and the
ubserver into one posltion. The nel result
would be the loss of B0O Positions.

As a first step in achleving this alm,
the SRA announced a trlal period of runn-
Ing coal tralns In the Hunter Valley
without a brake van and the guard riding
on the locomatlve. Once this was done,
the SRA hoped to remove one erew
member and then generalise this type of
operation to other tralns.

Such & major change In working prac-
tices was of course llkely to be opposed
by the unions. The SRA's intention,
however, was to turn the two unfons In-
volved (the Australian Railways Unlon
covering the guards, and the Australlan
Federated Unlon of Locomotive
Enginemen covering the observers)
against each other In a fight to gain
floverage of the new amalgamated posi-

on.

So, desplte the fact that the two unions
were Involved in negotlations with each
other, the SRA declded to go ahead and
begin trlal n the Hunter Valley, knowlng
that AFULE policy would Immediately
torce that unlon to take Industrial action,
Although the AFULE has now agreed

New Zealand
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The percentage of
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to allow a two-month trial in the Hunie,
Valley to go ahead with three crey
members rlding on the locomative, (p,
origln of the dispute Is far from h‘mnk
resolved.

It would be mistaken to view ¢
ratlonallsation of the rall system gs
simply & matter between the SRA ang
the unions. It has much broader (mplica.
tons.

While the Wran Government has (n
vested in the rallways to a far greater oy
tent than previous Liberal Governments
the level of technology In the NSW raj
system Is nowhere near that, s
European systems, Yet the SRA has ¢
Idozed through its rationalisation wii|
tle concern for the safety aspects of
Mmoves such as removing the brake van

The other {ssue is that of jobs, Su
the maln aim of a Labor Government
should be fo create Jobs, not eliminate
them. Even with the Introduction of new
technology, there is considerable scope
for creating jobs In the rall Industry
through expanslon of services and lm.
proved working conditlons.

Instead, the attitude of the Wran Labor
Government and Its Transport Minlster
Barrle Unsworth has been to threaten
BET further closures of rall services as

Punishment* for the drivers’ industrial
actlon. Is this the way to run a rail
system In the Interests of Labor voters?
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‘almost a year since the bashing to
of the Roebourne Aborlginal youth,
Pat. And on August 28 this year,
{ Walker, a 25-year-old Aborlginal
er in Fremantle jail died after be-
ten and kicked by prison warders.
llce autopsy later concluded Walker
by sulcide elther by slashing his
s or a drug overdose. The
dnal Legal Rights Movement In
de have ordered another autopsy.
pite witnesses to both these acts of
nce, Premier Brian Burke has effec
let those responsible off the hook

Harrison
ber Cottesloe (WA) Branch

he situation that resulted In the
der of John Pat began when Ashley
es, an Aborigine, went to the bottle
op of the Victoria Hotel. Four off-duty
cemen were in the adjolning bar. Two
‘them, constables Terence Holl and Ian
It, began abusing James. Catherine
ark, the bar attendant verified that the
buse was unprovoked.
After Ashley James left the hotel, Ro-
't Harrls, with friends In a parked car
jcross the road, saw Constable Holl rush
put after James, continuing to abuse him
ind urging him to fight. When Holl
punched James In the mouth, knocking
o the ground, James returned the

blow.

Other wiinesses testifled that then
her police jolned In the fight. A number
Aborigines In the street came to the
‘ald of James. It was when John Pat In-
"tervened to drag James away that
| another policeman punched Pat In the
‘mouth. This caused Pat to fall back and
it his head on the road, where he lay un-
consclous

Harris saw Constables Holl and Bordas
g0 up to Pat and grab him by the halr,
stlll unconsclous. Bordas then klcked Pat
In the face, before throwing him Into the
police van which had then arrived

Across the road from the pollce station,
Cecilla Howard and her son Willlam
Scadden were witnesses to further
beatlngs suffered by Pat when the police
van arrived there.
After the bashings, there was a cover-
up. Initlally, different accounts were
glven by the pollce involved, But by the
time of the trial they came up with a un-
iform story.
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an Pat, Rob Walker cases
ampaign launched
gainst racist killings in WA

Although police claim Pat was allve on
arrival at his cell, this Is doubtful. Pat
was found dead at 11.30 pm. However,
the local doctor was called at 11.15 pm,
and certifled Pat as dead.

Dr. John Hinton, a foremsic
pathologlst, found that Pat died of severe
head Injuries causing a brain haemor-
rhage. Pat had recelved 10 blows to the
head. There was a palm-sized brulse on
the back of John Pat's head, and other
extenslve bruising and split 1ips.

Two broken ribs and a forn acrta were
also found and Pat could not have sur-
vived these wounds without Surgery.

Even though John Pat ls dead and
other Aborlgines severely Injured from
the assaults, no one has been convicted of
these crimes

The victims were made the aggressors
and Jalled for assault on the police.

Another murder of an Aboriginal man,

Rob Walker, occurred on Augusl 28 thls
year. A prisoner In Fremantle Jall,
Walker was dragged from his cell at 4am
and was heard to yell: *“They are going 10
murder me,’ and "It takes flve to get
one.’
From the Informatlon given by John
Doohan, secretary of the WA Human
Rights and Clvil Libertles Watch Com-
mittee to the NSW Prisoners Actlon
Group, it was found that five prison
employees were allegedly Inveolved in
Walker's murder. At the moment the
names of four are known.

The prisoners witnessed the beating of
Walker on the grassed area overlooked
by the cells.

Witnesses allege that Walker was
beaten to death using boots and batons —
malnly hoots — over the entirety of his
body. Evidence also existed on the grass,
where Walker's head had been kicked.
Half an Inch of blood fllled a depression
In the grassed area on the Tuesday morn-
ing.
Many fears have been expressed for
the lives of the witnesses Involved — es-
peclally Ray Mickleburg, Who saw the
blood on the grass and reported the as-
sault to Ray Boscl, the deputy
superintendant of the inmates.
Mickleburg warned Bosel, “That If the
warders and officlals attempted to cover
up the murder and remove any evidence,
all hell would break loose."

In both the John Pat and the Robert
Walker cases, the raclsm of the judiclary
and the police force has been exposed.

Even though Brian Burke has let John
Pat's murderers go free and the Inquiry
into Roberi Walker's killers will
prabably amount to nothing, Justice must
be pursued.

Aborlginal leaders have called for a
Royal Commisslon after an all-white
Jury acquitted the police of the Pat kil
ing. Antl-racist forces In the ALP must
support a Royal Commission, and a jury
including Blacks.

Raclst killlngs by prison officers can-
not be allowed to go unpunished.The of-
ficers alleged to be responsible for the
killing of Robert Walker should be
suspended pending an Investigation.

Flghting racism effectlvely can only
oceur with a correct strategy. While land
rlghts give Aboriginal people self-respect
and dignity, having antl-racist laws to
fight racists in the police force and
judiclary will give a Labor Government
credibllity in the Aboriginal community.

The John Pat and Rob Walker cases
are an Issue of natlonal lmportance ta the
labour movement. Campalgns are belng
mounted In several States to demand
Justice

With a Federal Labor Government and
Labor Governments In most States,
Party members can play an Important
role In demanding strong actlon fo halt
these racisi attacks.

For more Informatlon on the national
antlraclst campalgn, contact: The Com-
mittee to Defend Black Rights,PO Box
498 Broadway, NSW 2007.

Ph (02) 660 3444.



unions

WA TWU official arrested

. D pnlmcsﬂ charge which the union movement .
a desire on the part of Both Hassell and Richard C i If the dn_-mr.wn‘alln-al.ly elected Labot
a e- u aservatives o embarrass the attacks, under privilege, Conrtimane Government's Indusirial leglslation had
t and the trade unlon move- i ur, l- al|_.la.n§tl Jrf..n been passed by the Counell, John O'Con-
e e u”'[_"pm“" onists alleging nor’ ?falm;n:l actions would not have been
ge ourselves fo take all 055l 1t is not y a0 hitisor )
’ o influence the courts e S B0 known how they came by {helr \'Senator Cook sald that provisions un:
1 nee the courts to com erslon of the “facts,” but a photocopy f !
\scharge John O'Connor. Hassell's speech indicates Bhcloery G i) which M O'Contior was EFCelil
. also seek to influence the police to huunlng. rh Il'\r‘ - (-] N ‘-ha{ il dated back 1o (he dark days of unlon
e %1l charges agalnst O'Co s etoric was iyped on oné bashing under previous conservative
e W Trades and Labor Councll has h i 2 i 121 by ypewriter, whi “examples’ were governments.
L to fight p 4 er \ll: on‘o Ll.a turrs'nl_t_\ it typed on another and then interleaved at #The provislon was pre-Economic
afe extortlon charges laid agalnst \deration for simliar legal ac- appropriate places. Summit, pre-Consensus Industrial Law
John O'Connor, State Secretary of the In replying to a motlon In the Upper and did not reflect current community
Transport Workers Union. d O'Connor ﬂometohcchargs‘d" House cooked up by the Opposition on attltudes.”

On Friday August 17, he was arrested Srest outline 1s that in 1983, the Wednesday May 16, Des Dans, the This 1 e 1
UHIEN 3 s guite unirue For the simple
i 01;1: and charged with extortion, tempted to recover some $8,000 Minister for Industrlal Relatlons, in fact Is that John O'Connor was arrested
EHaJ“d!En rom black bans put on a a truck driver employed by & dicated that on the previous day, the and charged not under any Industrial
priciy nfagorauit and trucking Com- pasmralisl. police had been called In 10 Investigate law, but under the Crimes Act — which
o nlwhemp'hc:“nf: Tjisman.[,elshman atlons the matter the allegatlons ralsed by Hassell and could just as easily have happened had
SEE ey panswrt Company De 1al Court (the in- Court three weeks earller amellorated labour leglslation been In
ifitonn the LZIS a ! a;tural Company lal maglstrate Is supposed to . yesterday the Acting Commis force

ishman Family Trust. breaches of an award). sioner of Pollce (Mr Ralph Wilson) and One union which has heen very clear
Andrew Hney it e st DRI o e st i Coveenments R i
Memibi ry bec - - eyl ad & long an s the Electrical Trades Jnlon, whic
er Fremantle (WA) Branch and and represented the Interest of detalled discussion with the Leader of the adopted a strongly worded motion at its
toralist — succeeding in getting Opposition (Mr Hassell}. ‘“They have State Council on August 29

State Secretary Federated Rubber and
“gtate Councll condemns the Minister

e twice adjourned untll February taken away all the material supplied by

Allied Workers' Union
A g 3 the Leader of the Opposition and after It of Police Mr Carr tor allowing the
|rw“?:g'l‘;zlm afag sheet were dis- ebruary, the TWU put forward a has been examined, a reporl will be prosecution of T.W.U secretary J.
7. Three poslers, sa;'"m"tday September fled claim for 52,730, as the other made to me so that we can separatetruth  O'Connar on charges of extortlon, and
sticker were djs'mhimi’ ':fv::k"l“-';ﬂpef O was worked beyond the hours al- from fiction.” (Hansard, 8409:1) the continued harassment of B.L.F.
An organiser S State Transport Act. And further secretary K. Rey nolds on similar
Wm‘l!erngnlnn gs:n%?ﬂsreumeou This modified clalm was thrown out on «Tp recap, the Gov ernment s firmly grounds
taken L o st R fechnicality, The TWU has not proved convinced that the actions It has taken 0 CSuch actlons threaten the activitles of
eave 10 co-ordinate the TLC A
palgn fulltime from Monda skl Bk the driver was eligible lo be & investigate these allegatlons are fecor- all Trade Unlons and thelc Offictals who
a7 y September ber of the unlon. No attempt was rect ones act to recover unpald WaEes that
Further action planns - e to recall the witness to establish ]t has directed iwe senlor police of- employers have refused to pay thelr
ing unlons and é’uuuﬁ?m“‘g}“";’- lewy- S and Lt was only raised by the {icers of this State to interview the members.
i(see address below) worﬂfﬂ:lons ployer's advocate after the driver had Leader of the Opposlition. “They are akin 10 {hose of the Thateher
meetings, Industrlal aetion, and il 1 make this offer to Mr Masters Government In Great Britatn which Bas
rally on October 3 when thé charﬂemass erals’ Tndustrial Rela 1 he would like 10 submit the materlal he also used the Clvil and Criminal Courts to
I‘]Il_[ehto be heard. gés are \s still n force, all has to (them) 1 wlill ask the attack the Coal Miners and ofher Trade
e campalgn resulted fr olalms for wages are vold after one year Minister for Police to see that that hap- Unlons
meeting of the WA TLC on S:g‘te:n::::]iv abor policy 1s to get thls extended 10 pens so that he can glve them the ‘It s unacceptable that the very first
;‘g'?: the executive came under fire for slx years). material he has. They can sort 11 out 10 af such attacks should come from a
Twck of actlon. This meant that because of the find out 1f anything Is actlonable. . - -~ Minister in a Labor Government
o mollons were carrled. The first ployers' confederation’s delaylng lac '(Hansard, B411:2). 7 “'We therefore call upon the Premier (@
directed the officers to carry out a cam. “tlcs there were no other legal avenues of Dans went on to say that he would remove Mr Carr from his portfolio and
palgn “in the best Interests of the !raﬂ; redress declde after a report had been made on bring to an end these actions. We call
unlon movement,” and o have an ex- Bans were placed on the company, recommendatlons to Cablnet for "'a very upon the A.L.P. o remove Mr _r_‘arr's en-
5:"“"“ meeting fo get the campalgn un- Bhich subsequently agreed (o pay £3,000 wide-ranging Inguiry™ to evestlgate the  dorsement before \he next State elec-
i That meeting was held on Fri- 5 the clatm. The bans were then lifted. wiiole bullding ndustry tlon.”
1y Bepleminer 7; st befors Easter this year, the Burke w1 that tlme the Bullders LabOUEECS Wiile It 1s Important to take up the ac.
N TURK R carried B tor Covernment introduced legisla- Faderation was taking the flak, an¢ the  tions of Carr in allowing the {rame-ip of
--nﬂ‘:hmy‘ reads: tlon to replace the harsh antl-unlon Qppostlon Was trying to score the Burke John O°Connor to come o frultlon, we
i e bellef of this meeling that the leglslatlon Introduced by the conser Labor Government for withdrawing have to recognlse that the main
ge agalnst John O'Connor Is a vatives In 1979 and 1982, . from the BLF dereglstration case. protagonist Is the employers, thelr polltl-
The Llberals launched a dirty cam- What Is not known Is how the two senlor clans, and their organisatlons.
palgn agalnst the legislation — which police officers reported on the allega: Cerlalnly, the sacking of Carr would
Wh Transport Work; . would flrst of all have reduced penal tlons or why the pollce minister and the set the record straight on {ust where the
it il Union Secretary provisions agalnst unlons, and among Industrial relations miniset authorised  Burke Government stands on the ques
rAE e fLabp: Gouncl ir moves, extended the time for rrges to be Laid agalnist Joil O'COPAeH lan of trade union Tights. Lis flrs! respott
ree months after the police had spoken siblllty s to drop the charges against
three P

is campaigning to defeat politicall
reclaiming wages from one year to six.

motivated extortion charj o1l E
nor — a test case for ums:na%:gg ;E: s&n' As part of IS campalgn the Opposition to Hassell. P Q'Connar.

L g went on a union-bashing binge that, on On Augus! 20, Senator peter Cook clr- Party members In WA and natlonally
the surface of \t, appeared to have a culated the text of a press release on the should take up this Issue through thelr
tepuous connection with certain events arrest of John 0'Connor. Branches and unlons, and send l“rlulluns

e {hat had actually taken place. In It he sald that O'Connor had not been and messages of protest to the WA State
The torrent peaked with a speech by arrested by the pollce: " In reallty, he Government — and rewlullgns_n‘ sup-
& Bill Hassell, Leader of the Opposition, In has been arrested by the gerrymandered port and donatlons to the WA TLE, T
which he purported to list the crimes of West Australian Legislatlve Counell. Beaufort 8t, Per BOUD.
it]
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Britain

The British Labour Party Conference
begins on October 3. Pressure is
mounting on Party Leader Neil Kinnock
to take an unequivocal stand on the side
of the British coalminers, whose strike is
now more than six months old,

Prior to last month’s Trades Union
Congress, Kinnock made the first ten-
Lative statements in support of the
miners — hut still focussed on the
“violence' of the pickets. The same pres-
sure that is on Kinnock also saw the
overwhelming majority of the TUC
embrace the National Union of Miners in
their struggle against Thatcherism and
unemployment.

But whether this is the genuine article
or not will be scen in the weeks and
months ahead. The miners are extreme-
Iy sceptical of the TUC hecause of their
betrayals dating hack to the 1926 General
Strike, and the more recent sell-outs of
the NGA, NALGO and other unions in
their effort to impress Thatcher with
their “New Realism,""

The following is the text of a speech
made hy Joan Maynard to a National
Union of Miners meeting al South
Yorkshire on September 8, The speech is
reprinted from Socialisi Organiser, a
weekly paper an the British Lahour
Party.

IMr Chairman, eomrades and friends,
I'd like to bring you the fraternal
&reetings of the Campaign Group of MPs
in I_he House of Commons — a group of
socialist MPs who have supported the
miners from day one of the overtime ban,
and all the way. That, we Ieel, Is the very
least we can do

I must say I'm tremendously roud
Show my solidarlty with all of you  wilt
the women and the famastic Struggle
that they're putiing up In this campalgn;
with the men and with the familles and
with the communities. With all of you we
sland today and every day In solldarlty
for your victory. And now we have the
Support of the TUC and, I must say com-
mfv::h nol before time!

@ few honorable exceptlons — I'm
thinking of the seamen and the rallway
unions and the TGWU — we've had to
walt untll now 10 get the support of the
majority of the TUC. The decislons that
Were carrled at the TUC — we wanl 1o
see the trade unlon leadership campalgn-

Whose side is Kinnock on?

British Labour challenged
- to stand with miners

ing for those decisions. We don't want 1o
hear that it can't be done. There's no
such word as “can’t,” comrades; if you
want to do it, you'll do it.

Success

Now, I believe this week Arthur
Scargill and the miners' union have
scored a tremendous success, and that
means you've scored a tremendous suc-
cess. . . .You know that MacGregor's
running now and we're chasing him and
the Tory government.

We need very much to educate our un-
ions politically. I say that comrades
because, fancy organised workers —
waorkers in general — not seeing the im-
poriance of winning this struggle, and
not seeing that if vou go down, we all BO
down. Now If we'd done our job proper-
ly — 1f we'd educated people politically
— they would have understood that mes.
sage.

Civil libertles

T want to say a word or two
7 about clvi
liberties. Because you've been at thﬂ
sharp end of an attack on civil lbertles
which has never been witnessed in this

country before.

I'm thinking of the police activities, not
only on the pleket line — though god
knows that's been pretty horrendous —
bul alsa the police stopping people on the
molerways and not allowing people to
move freely in our country.

The fact is that our police force has
been organised on a national basis

Comrades, I want to link this with
another struggle that's been going on for
4 hell of & long time — the struggle 1o un-
ite Ireland. Because, all that the police
are doing fo you they've been doing to
Irish people for a very long time. That's
where they practice 1.

We ought to be ashamed of ourselves in
the labour movement that we haven't
years ago identified ourselves with the
struggle of the Irish people to unite their
couniry and gain their right to self.
determination.

: Comrades, vou can't keep freedom and
Justice 1o yourselves If you deny it to
others. And now we've Eot rep;owun
here on our own doorstep. So remember
maln because that's apother struggle
we |"e Boing 10 win as well as the one that
,w: re ll:r?ndnctlng.

OW there are a lol of stru S X
on in society today, Therig'les\‘izl:‘::

s

iphotographer seeks aid for min
foubt where the violence comes from

s the struggle In local government
pkeep democracy and to allow the local
ple to elect thelr own local councils
decide what rates should be levied
There's the Greenham Wwomens
ggle for peace, and let’s not [m'p;ﬁ"
Bl either comrades because if we don't
fi that siruggle, the ofhers won't mat-

L And there's a close connection between
g struggle of the C enham women and
e siruggle that we're all condueting for
ace, and the struggle that you are con

icting,

B ¥ou see I've always been opposed to
nuclear power. 1 believe that nuclear
power is dangerous and that we don't
“need it and that what we should be
developing s a coal Indusiry not the
" nuclear power Industry. And the nuclear
power Industry Is connected to the
nuclear weapons industry.

S0 these struggles are all linked up
fogether and as Tony Benn, who's
standing here beside me so often says,
we've all got to support each other. When
‘we all learn that lesson — you know the
old lesson “‘united we stand'' — then we
can't lose,

It amazes me you know! Working peo-
ple who go to work in the morning (those
51111 lucky enough to have a job) — I say
to them, do you not think when you're go-
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rin;ured by

that if you all st e
vs the whole world would stop?
1rades if we could only

In other words

,_-}l over 1o working people thelr tremen-
dous power, we could take over fomor-
row — another example of how we need

to educate them politically.

Social violence

Next, a word about the violence. In that
ch Nell Kinnock made earlier this
I think when he started talking
ence he must have forgotten
up here showing the
back about to club
a woman. What about that

spee
week
about viol
this poster
pollceman on horsel
down
violenc
‘What about the soc

deindustrlall
about the vio
employed?
involved 1
ervice,
:hr money Isn't there?
That's what
ing from Mr
been telllng w
comes from.
And the o
been dolng
categorlcally on yo

lal violence that the

erpetrating In our country —
bl pllrs?;;raouf country? What
lence to four million un-
And what about the violence
n the destructlon of our health
so that peaple are dyling because

we should have been hear-
Kinnock, He should have
s where the real violence

her thing he should have
{s coming outl clearly and
ur side in the strug-

gle. Comrades there are only two sides In
soclety — the bosses” side and the
workers' side. You have to decide which
side you're on, as the song says. So Mr
Kinnock needs to declde which side he's
on

Antl-union laws

Now then, comrades, anti-trade unlon
laws. With the laws that this Tory
Government is bringing in, they are
making it impossible for trade unlon peo-
ple to defend their members. If you stay
within the law, the Tory laws, you can't
defend your members — it's impossible.

The Tolpuddle Martyrs understood
that many years ago and if they hadn't
broken the law you and I wouln't have
been here today celebrating the fact that
wi t a miners’ union and a trade un-
ion movement in this country.

Because every right that you and I
have has been fought for, and they've
often been fought for against unjust laws.

Class law
The laws and the courts in this country
are the laws and courts of the other class,
nat of our class. We've got fo remember
that In this struggle.
and we've also got to remember that
the employers break the law when It sults
them. They break safety laws, they
break health laws, they break tax laws —
they break any law when it suits them
Finally, we've heard a lot this week
about getting a settlement We all wanta
settlement. But we want a settlement —
and we're going fo hdtm one — that
s vletory to the miners!
m?’%‘::u-ad end with this. I stand with
vou in solidarity today, lﬂmnrru\\.‘aml
every day until that victory s won. Good

luck.

How you
can help

he miners’ struggle against pit closures
haI become a fight against the Thatcher
Government Itself. For seven months the
miners have refused to ratr despite the
hardships that such a strike has meant. For
whole working-class communiti
ticularly In Wales and the n:lrth of

are few who ara working.

‘“Tr:n support of workers around the world
has been a great help. But of course mora is
needed. Donations from union branchas,
ALP Branches and reglonal Elactorate
Counclls will bacoma even more Impartant
as the winter months sat In.

Resolutions of support and donations
should be forwarded to the Britlsh National
Unlon of Minawarkers, cars of tha Minars
Fedaration, 377 Sussex St, Sydney 2000.

par-
England,



Britain

Interview with Ken Livingstone

‘I came into politics to
change society’

The following Interview with Ken Livingstone, 1
left-wing Labour-controlled Greater Mnﬁn%:l;uliﬂi: e
by Perth independent radical journalist John Clements In 1983,
We print It as a remarkable account of the views of the man
duu:::d“h{ the British blg-business press as “Red Ken,”
u A
hhbmlu“uu:.pmpmlve policles carried out hy the GLC under
So effective have the left Labour London c
ouncillors b
::ez‘lh‘;:e::;ﬁ?mfnt ll:s':nnved to abolish lh:gmeinmthnl
A lon
pl;nned e bl the House of Lords, this is finally
However, Livingstone has counter-attacked
lﬂnve the GLC" publiclty campalgn, and the move‘g‘:;; h:E;
(?II...CCE new councll electlons as a referendum on the lulnrs‘:l th
m].::l were set for 20. i
i .ngdw]‘ebiu;it:hetr};f will play an Important role in British
Pa# Ay progressive policles in the Labour
“We have turned this Into the most
effectly
li.plt ever '.'..d In Britaln,” Livingstone e:nmul:?i:ln:
i harvl::, and It has started to win massive popular
m’mn“ w:emcnlzldn:: Iil;r.zehecma If we can do this here, think
S ot Bot our hands om the natlonal

G .

log:le?urt';funr;tsl brought In major censtrictions on the powers of

i) ;fsﬂigzzet thista nauci}:lless Important position
- 0 actually Initlate c|

But we're silil able to do quite a lot. And seri:?'gf-mcmbers

Q. Tell me, & little personal stuff
first. How did
N I ou

pnulﬂ::;l. W.hy dldn’t you go In another direction? g‘hntg:':o e
MA l on® Where did your start from? i
. Twas hu'l;nmir 1945, 56 by the time [ was eleven and started
and‘ v;]r; scl We had the Invasion of Hungary and Suez. [
3 nnllgmuns mcher at the time who encouraged the class tg

mﬂut n e o Irom then on in I was always Interested
A T a:mlr;:.-al and my job was always In the area ;!f
e lhe’em‘l c'fwm‘lmeﬁ in & hospltal after I left school, It
1968, that [ actually ﬂ?é?:fed to ]nl“;llt&:?."i':e et npheavai o

] abour Party and 1.
i ;1 m within 1I]ut«:; belng a more radical !u‘{lallst ?ﬁd
v Innm:lnn ‘arty when {t was absolutely at its lowest
here e ﬂ;]Ed.h:Ifﬁm of a very disappointing Labour
e ] hl::;n.&'::ti we ﬁ;uul. a group of us
i erest In local authorities
""m Eeveryone ! ndon had just written off local counclls
a » up-hill struggle.

ll_i_ﬂmmg up-hill st ‘Whenlﬂmlsntonlhecwncnin

the
i m';p;:::me:; the Left really. We then set out to
bulld interes of the decade we'd gotten a whol,
J o terested and involved, i
he Torles came up for re-elec:
“;mh Is a sort of Londo

tlon on the Greater

n-wide body dealin
ransport and house building and so on, 1'5

on the Radical Left of th
ﬁ_ 250 that we hag @ majority wlenﬂﬁmufe'

surprised that T didn't
E0 Into
Polltical career here, but T always fel|

t

enoug
et

it e

[more in local government, 1t
‘under Margaret Thatener o o0

here, Inelud
e C?Emyseili. are hoping to get elected to Parliament
A ?m;( Electlon and start the flght to aclualh:
e S back from the central bureaucracy and the civil
a !’30\::[]31 authorities,
el pwl!;ls point of bureaucracy keeps coming up and
ik e e -:;]t\.v‘h:n::_z!g;:ththe GLC is Just amother
A ECAuSe you' / -
Aﬁvv ;clvuxl:ti. ‘f!sn ¥ou tell us its lum:lln::"'u e
R Imbaxlcatly do In London is have 32 counclls
They iy lrl? hun Deople — they're the borough (‘uuncil‘-
DEBUAE fiasaen ;.- ousing management for council estates
SR r:a::rvlcw. run the librarles, most of the paxk;
roade. ge and repair the suburban and residentlal
The q

ramrfg‘" ; ;‘“:EI:;’:! are those which are best done city-wide
e l;! L:I:dt:l: ‘crI;y;' We Iar'e;1 re;ponslhle for overall
s o sport, the buses and the tubes.

T metropolltan roads that
darles and take traffic in and out of the cll;, ‘%r::znh&r:m:

have different ones In

I.md 80 on.
v ng abou
Ileregt;‘:::_r' :hg !‘I;l;v';;r:pllrl')yarr;iml. We're the first z:clcrl;lei:\iislﬁajl?: :
P rlous way,
A '::lll'!ﬁ:gé:fs really taken off. This Is the fact that we a
e mﬂﬁ has a major tax base, In the sense that u;:
uenl.r:]t Lumnduu. ¥ come from the large offlce blocks In
0, if we, say, put th
i : Put the rates up a penny that mea
mm“ﬁf, xa!;p:tyle; E;gs anolllll'ler 2 pounds 50 peﬁe'ﬂeyiiir%ﬁ
A A, n — the centre, the offlces — we' get
o Pounds. So by putting a penny on
another 20 million pounds, And what we!"ve 52;?;1?\::": f:el

Ken Livingstone

7 = "
fore has taken a strong stand in support of Irish national struggle

Betlon Is to actually have a small Increase, which Is now going
nding communlty groups.

d we are the first Councll, and I think probably the first
lof government in this country, which ls starting to develop
atlonship with all the areas of the dispossessed In our
glety — women, feminist groups, Black groups, gay ETOUPS.
hat is, all the groups who in the past, the traditional labour
pvement and the bureaucracy of central and local government
e largely tended to Ignore

are developing a dialogue by saying to them how can we
he GLC to beneflt your particular sectlon of the communit
@s well as working with these varlous groups in the con
Ity, we're also working with a whole load of 1ssue groups.
& work closely with the Campaign for Nuclear Dlsarma-
t; and we are working with a whole range of other cam-
algns agalnst nuclear waste belng transported through
ndon, a whole range of issue groups around the ecology and so

think this s what really annoys and upsets the British
tablishment because they see the potentlal danger here of
gning all these groups who, In the past, haven't had power,
@ haven't been a part of a collective work experience,
Brganise them, link them to the tradltional trade unlon part of
Mhe labour movement, and you have an overw helming majority
of the population.
Q. What does appall a person coming Into London is the ex-
‘traordinary difference between the appearance of London In,
v, the West End and the Clty, and other places. Is it your func-
‘tlon to try and even this out a bit?

A, Well, this Is what we've set out to do, because in the City of
B London, the centre, there ls the most incredible wealth. Then

You have a band of predominantly working-class housing around
Pthat — places like Balham, - Hackney, Lambeth, Brixton,
Islington, and Newham and so on

There's very poor houslng, and massive unemployment — at

least 20% — throughout this sort of inner half of London.
And then around that you have the suburbs. And a large
proportion of people in Britaln who live in the suburbs, Including
those who control the great corporations, clvll servants and s0
on, commute from thelr suburbs Into the centre.

They just pass through the areas that have been neglected for
years. And we took the view that we should use the wealth of the
centre to actually support services In those skllled and unskllled
working-class areas, which have been neglected In the past.

And, of course, this {s why the Government Is now talking
about trying to abollsh us — because the GLC Is a marvellous
mechanism for redistributing wealth. A third of all our Income
comes from the office blacks In the absolute twp or three sguare
miles at the centre of London.

Of course, they don't like it, and they
Influence with the Government.

@. Understandable. What lsn't quite so clear, you get yoursell
Into very contreversial areas now. You went over to Ireland to
do o bit about the 800-year-old preblem in Northern Ireland and
those very disadvantaged areas that you were talking about

have a lot of welght and
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might be very opposed to this. Alright, you've got your
principles, but do you think it's doing your cause any good.

A. Well, I think part of the problem here — and I should im
agine It's the same In other parts of the world as well — s that
there's a traditlon that politiclans advance thelr careers by say-
Ing nothing at great length. You just carcy on trying to get a job
In a ministry, keep your nose clean; and If you don’t do anything
controversial, don’t rock the boat, you get promoted.

That's what's wrong with politics, Politiclans should be people
who seek to lead towards a set of soclal and political goals. And
that means when you start that long struggle to bulld a maljority,
you're starting with causes that are unpopular.

But unless somebody gets out there and starts arguing for
them, and fighting for them, and agltating for them, they're go-
Ing to stay unpopular.

I've been surprised how initially, when we won the election in
London, people were really qulte worrled and disturbed about
us. But we're now building solid blocks of support.

And the press are going screaming mad here — no one maore
so than the Murdoch papers — to try and characterlse us as
lunatlcs. But people are seelng us on televislon and radlo and
making up their own mind.

I didn’t come Into politics just to be sume boring, Innocuous
and Irrelevant Indlvidual — just there to get a nice, comfortable
ministry and be driven around In a blg black car. I came Into
politles because I want to change soclety.

Increasingly people in the Labour Party, In my generation,
are prepared to stick their neck out on the assumption that It
might be palnful at first, but In the end you're goling to win the
argument

Q. Well, to come to where you started, you sald you joined the
Labour Party to try and improve it from within. Do you lhi_nk
you're succeeding?

A, Oh yes. [ mean, when T joined the Labour Party in London It
was overwhelmingly old, white and male — very racist, often
quite corrupt. A lot of the counclllors had thelr hands In the till,
or just used the Council for Junketing around the world and liv-
Ing quite well at the rate-payers’ expense.

Now we've got rid of almost all of that old guard. We've
deselected them, and now the London Labour Party s much
more cosmapolitan and reflects the broad population In London.

What we have done here on the GLC has now started to happen
on the borough councils, places llke Islington and Hackney and
Southwark. All of those have been seeing the old guard, who In
the House have been In the hands of property developers, and
have always done what the Government told them, belng kicked
out.
We're getting people in who are prepared to fight. And [ think
that that tide, that generatlon, Is golng to work its way through
the Labour Party.

There'll be a big influx of those people Into the Parllamentary
Labour Party after the next election. Now 1 belleve that within
this decade we will see the transformation of the Labour Party
into a genuinely radlcal, soclalist party. That's not been the case
since It was created.
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- ‘Labor’s Titan:
The story of
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party affairs

Negotiations replace debate

WA Branch holds
‘consensus’ Conference

The WA Branch Blennlal Conference LTI
has been heralded as the “ronsensus H"'l
Conference.” Held September 1.5, the L !
Conference was uncontroversial to say
the least — with hardly even a division
called for.

Partly this reflects the generally
Progressive nature of the Branch, but {t
4lso reflects the “'Labor In EBovernment'"
syndrome pervading the Party as a
whole.

S

stern Australia, the
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ay around, by comparlson
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Frank Noakes

Member Whitfords (WA) Branch and
Australian Tramway and Motor Om-
nibus Employees Association

This was the firsi Conference slnce the
formalisation of factlons in the Branch,
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party affairs

Senator Ruth Coleman:

Where does the Left

go from here?

The 3th National Conference of the
Australian Labor Party provided the
media with enough fodder to fuel
headlines and news reports for a full
week. . . and more!!

As Ihe Australian Financial Review
succinetly put it on July 10: “The press
and the media generally have become
obsessed with the National Conferenee of
the Australian Labor Party. '

Senator Ruth Coleman
Western Australia

As an observer from Western
Australia, I found that obsession par-
ticularly disconcerting. As a member of
the Left I found the atfention of the press
gave 1o the “disintegration” of the fac-
tion extremely disturbing.

Aecording 10 the press, the Lelt was
desiroyed and humiliated at the
Conference and has been “left flounder-
Ing in the wilderness without leadership
or focus'.

However, as Joan Coxsedge has cor-
rectly pointed out, a lot of progressive in-
itiatives were defeated at the 1982
Conference, yet the Left is siill around,
Baining strength, and the sky hasn't fal-
len in,

We are all well aware that three issues
of great concern to the majority of rank
and file members were: The continued
mining and export of uranium, the U.S.
bases, and the visits to Australia by U.S.
nuclear-powered and nuclear armed.
warships, so something needs to be said
about those issues.

Yes, the Left did lose on all three, but
only after what the media described as
much debate and Intense pressure within
the new “Centre Lefi” faction. All of
those votes had to be “locked in” on a
variety of issues to ensure that the Left
was beaten

In other words, what the Conference
proved was the abillty of the Centre and

. the Right 10 marry. There would have
few people in the Left who were sur-
prised al that successful union

Uranium

Rank and file Party members have
consistently adopted a clear anil.
uranium position. Five States and two
Territory Branches voted for an anti.
uranium stance at their conference prior

Senator Ruth Caleman marching at Perth
protest againsi LS, nuclear warship wisits.

ta National Conference (even though SA
provided an escape clause because of the
State Government's commitmeni to Rox-
by Downs). '~

In a poll of-ALP Branches taken im-
mediately befare the Conference it was
quite evident ihat the overwhelming ma-
jority of responses expected an antl-
uranium position to be adopied.

In other words of the National
Secretariat report to the Uranium Sub-
Committee:

““The clear Intention of the process of
distributing the draft membership was to
obtain their views concerning the
uranium draft which should go betore the
National Conférence, It Scepticism Is not
to be engendered amongst the Party
membership, hen thelr views and sub.
missions must be seen 1o be taken Into
account. A

“*A reading of those submissions which
came to the S¢eretariat as a result of the
Sub-Committee Invitation makes It clear
the final submissions, although often
roughly pul tagether to arrive before the
deadline, resultéd from serious discus.
slon of the h’?ﬁ' The overwhelming
number of these §ubmissions was against
the mining mﬁ export of uranium which
the final draff proposal of the Commitiee
should reflees,”

3
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We are all well aware that the report of
the SubCommiltes did not reflect the
majority view of the Party membership

and {t was that eomblned with the “lock
ing in" of the Centre Factlon which
enabled the current poliey to be deter
mined.

The Left's position was to oppose
uranium minlng In Australla and not 1o
allow any new contracts after July st
1984, Including Roxby Downs.

U.5. bases

This is another area where the
were defeated by a unlon of the Cp
and Right Factions.
= The Left called for a policy whi
recognjsed that the presence of
bases could commit us fo an undesirable
involvement in a nuclear war and make
us a target in such a conflict

In essence, Conference adopted a
policy which does not change current
practice, with no permanent basing of
foreign military bases on Australlan soil
What remains in doubt of course s the
definitlon of a military base

Nuclear ships

This is an Issue which affects Western
Australia in partlealar and is strongly
supported by the rank and file.

The Left put forward two motlons
prohibiting any nuclear-armed ships
from entering Australlan ports. Both
were defeated, with a concesslonal polics
being adopted to stop naval visits i
Australlan ports constituting home
porting of such vessels.

Concern was also expressed by Wa
delegates aboul the frequency of visits by
nuelear-powered nuclear-armed ship:
WA porfs, and the WA Branch Is to ex
amine this matier

Although the Left was defeated on all
these motions, this was not due to any
lack of coherent policy. Left positions
Were not faken on all Issues a1 the
Conference because the majority of the
Parliamentary Party are dedicated
conservative government
malntenance of their power base, af any
cosl,

L am aware that there are many disll
lusioned Parly members, I know that
SOme of them have already left the Party
because of the capitalistic policies
adopied al Conference.

However, I belleve that if we are (o
1Urn the Parly around and back onto the
original course of demacratle soclallsm
then we have 10 strengthen the Party at
the Branch, Electorate Council and
Parllamentary leve].

The [deology of the Left does not coln
cide with the interest of big husiness and
Will always have o fight the forces of the
RIght. We can only do that 1f we have the
strength at the rank and flle level

NBPaCTS



