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THE CONFERENCE OF
LEFT ACTION
A TURNING POINT FOR THE LEFT ?
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The Conference for Left Acti on is undoubtedly a meeting unique in
the history of the Australian Labor Movement. There have been many conferences
of different types in the past. but in the vast majority of cases the stress has been
on that vague "broadness' which has meant unity on the lowest common denominaior -
often a series of meaningless platitudes. In more recent times there have becn
effective conferences, but largely ones around specific problems working out the
basis for a genuine united front in action.

The conference of Left Action is. | it recognises the changes that hove
however , more ambitious . It is frankly : occurred in Australian capitaliam and
a conference of the Left, consciously the Australian working class in the
limiting itself to those gho regard past decades. These changes can be
themselves as socialist and for radical summed up as the satisifaction of
change. great deal of the traditional demand

The agenda w ill allow some serious of the bulk of the working class v
exchange of views on the nature of present dated from the Depression, and (f
Australian capitalism and on the meeans emergence of new demands and t
to change it. But it is not intended as | which were hitherto submerged
a 'talk-feast' as the very title implies. | search to satisfy elementary humnan
Yet the action that flows from the needs (food, clothing, housing e*c. . |
conference may be limited in the immed- These new demands and needs of the
iate period, and be much more siZnif- masses result from their increasing
ic==t in providing further means for | alienation and lack of power in
¢ . ification of basic questions before controlling almost any aspect of thair
any really significant action . can be | working and living environment. It
adopted. I is nameless bureaucracies which decide

| the vast majority of questions v
SELF-, MANAGEMENT AT to the everyday life of the masses.
CENTRE OF PREOCCUPATIONS This does not mean that tradit-
i T TR R TR ional struggles around wages, etc..

We believe that the question do not occur. On the contrary jusat
of self-management will be at the centre because they are traditional, they
of most of the preoccupations of the are often used to express a deeper
Conference. No really viable policy discontent among the masses -- a
can be worked out in any sphere of discontent arising from alienatic:

internal Australian politics unless | and powerlessness. That means fhai
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this year, then the ieft Action itself
would have been worthwhile.
Self-management does not
simplyapply to industry, but
applies asw well to the whole of
economic, cultural and social
life. For that reason, a concept
of self -management as a globa-
concept means that it can be applied
to universities and schools. It also
has application to ths struggles
against bureaucratic decisions
affecting living amenities. The best
example of this is the struggle in
Balmain against the chemical
tank, farm and the container wharves,
whose installation was made by
bureaucratic decision, disregarding
the living conditions of the pezopie
in .t ie Balmain area. Such questions
formerly leoked upon with disdain
on the Left, under the optic of
self -management , become powerful
means of mass mobilisation against
the all-powerful State bureaucracy.

THE POLITICAL PARTIES

OF THE WORKING CLASS
AND THE NSED FOR A MASS
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY

After the question of self-
managemecul as applied to all spheres
of life, the Conference will have to
pay serious consideration to the
different parties and organisations of
the Lefta and of the working class, and
their relevance to socialism in
Australia . The Conference must
try to avoid here a repctition of old
shibboleths  mouthed over the past
forty years. Let us try to get down
to essentials.

Why has the ALP the mass foll -

/ owing still of the working class ?

Are there signs of a drift in allegiance
among the young workers away from

—

the ALP , and if so, why aren't they
voting for the CPA? Wky has the
CPA vote fallen in past elections
from even small votes before ?
Why, despite its industrial strength
has the CPA failed to build any mass
audience politically ? Is it best to
boyeott the elections and simply
concentrate by mass actions on
exposing the farce of the parliament-
ary system?

While these questions have been
discussed before, we must remember
the new context in which the debate
is taking place.

A similar debate is taking place
in the Australian Section of the Fourth
International and in the Revolutionary
Socialist Alliance, because we believe
these questions are all vital to the
future of the Left. The next
issue of INTERNATIONAL will
deal with this problem at length.

It is elear however that both
the CPA and the ALP Left are ina
state of deep movement , both
ideologically and organisationally.

CAIRNS RESIGNATION FROM
VICTORIAN STATE EXECUTIVE
POINTS TO CRISIS IN A.L.P. LEFT

The tra formation of Dr. JF
Cairns into a Wilsonian figure on
the ALP Left has been a notable
movemesnt over the past few years
and one which deserves a study in
itsaif, as there are many who still
seem to have illusions in this man.
Those who recall Wilson's fighting
words in the early Sixties, around
such issues as South Africa, wage
freeze, etec. . and now look at his
sorry acts have a prefigurement of
the future of Jim Cairns if , as is
now quite likely, he becoms the
figure to rally the ALP after a near-
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But none of that would invalidate |
the truth of the concept of two }
conflicting classes. |

Similarly, in the Soviet Union,
the bald statement of fact ,that
a privileged bureaucracy exists in
the country and controls the State
apparatus and the CPSU and guides
the policy of the Soviet Union essent-
ially in its own interests , does not
20 in any depth into the true nature
of this bureaucracy, of its dual
nature (2) . nor into the complex-
ity of its composant layers , to the
differentiating tendencies within it,
to its relations with other Workers
States’ bureaucracies,

But you cannot understand all
the complexity of the Soviet Union
unless you accept the existence of
the bureaucracy concerned with its
own preservation,

It is true, too, that there is
no detailed and complex marxist
analysis of the present structure
and nature of the Soviet bureau-
cracy . The achievement of Leon
Trotsky in the Thirties in making |
such an analysis in REVOLUTION
BETRAYED has not been matched.
But sufficient information is clear
to indicate his basic conclusion on
the existence of a privileged bureau-
cratic caste remains well founded.

The "economic determinism''
remains essentially with Eric
Aarons , for he attempts to jump
from the economic base which gave
rise to Stalinism in large part (low
economic and cultural level, exhaust-
ion after the War, etc.. ) and jump
immediate to the political and
even personal manifestations of
stalinism , ignoring the social class
and castes that have arisen as a
result of these economic conditions.

directly to the economic conditions of
capitalism and ignoring the existence
of the capitalist class as the decisive
force which interprets what Nixon
does. (Such a mistake of course is
the common error of US liberals, )

All this may seem academic
and without much point. But because
the CPA has been a stalinist party
over the past thirty years, identified
with all the erimes of stalinism, and
tainted with stalinist opportunism
and sectarianism, it must profoundly
reject stalinism and adopt a fully
revolutionary socialist position on
the Soviet Union. Anything less can
only lead to apologetics for stali aism
in one form or another, or , on the
other hand, the total rejection of the
remaining achievementsof the October
Revolution wiich even Stalin was
unable to wipe out.

A revolutionary socialist position
on the USSR means auncondit ional
defence and support for the remaining
conquests of the October Revolution
(abolition of capitalism, planned and

nationalised economy, ete.. ), a nd
uncompromising opposition to all
the anti-socialist acts of the bureau-
cratic cadte which seized power
under Stalin, and still maintains it.
But it also implies an understanding
of the dual nature of the Soviet bum au-
cracy which can still defend in its own

the USSE.

Absolute clarity and forthright -
ness on the nature of Stalinism and
the USSR is a condition sine qua non
for the rehabilitation of the CPA
in the minds of the working class
and for it to be able to play a
political role .

The Left Action Conference will
be a means for militants of the

It would be like trying to explain

Nixon's actions in the USA by referring

(2) See my article in TRIBUNE on
12. 3. 69 on dual nature of bureaucracy.
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Such an analysis would throw out
of focus the real relationship between
what is basic -- that is, the objective
situation -- and the subjective
factor, which, while being very
important , is decided in the final
analysis by the dynamism of the
objective situation.

The Revolution, for marxists,
is not the result of "leadership"
but above all of the dialectic of
the objective situation.

~ A genuinely socialist revolution
can break out without the lead ar-
ahip" in the form of a "bolshevik
party' existing.

The victory of the revolution
demands of course that a mass
leadership be formed during the very
process of the Revolution that has
begun. That is, a leadership from
the point of view of obtaining a mass.
base can only do so by creating it
during the revolution and thanks to
the revolution, and ~annot exist out-
side the revelution.

That in turn means that the
programme is decisive for the pol-
itical vanguard to become , in the
very process of the revolution that
hag begun, its actual political leader-
ship.

The nature of this precise
Programme also expresses the degree
of understandi g of the vanguard at
a given time of the situation and
determines to a large extent its
ability. to get to grips with objective
reality.,

Consequently, to separate the
"objective " from the ‘subjective ',
to thus minimise the dynamism of
the objective situation, means to

actually limit the programme , and
therefore as a whole to . hinder
precisely the formation of the
necessary mass leadership and the
forward march of the revolution,
Marxists understand that a
revolution never begins on a very|
high level of political consciousness
on the part of the masses, |
When , however, the masses launch
into a general strike lasting weeks,
starting from all types of immediate
demands, there results in any presént-
day capitalist country an objectivelkr
revolutionary situation. E
it
MORE THAN A GENERAL :
STRIKE IN FRANCE

Li May-June in France there was
not simply a strike, but a specific
situation in which 10 million workers
struck (by far the biggest in France's

history) following a clearly revolution- i

ary mobilisation of the mass of

students. This student mass occupies
in all advanced capitalist countries,
a much greiter place than previously.

Within a few days , the crisis
encompassed all spheres of society
while the regime was struck by a kind
of paralysis and really , in fact

vacated power.

To note the decomposition of the
regime and the vacation of power, and
to speak on the other hand of simply
a 'pre-revolutionary situation' in

France. as do the JCR leaders mention-

ed above, is a way of underestimating
the possibilities on the 'subjective "
level with which they are rightly
precccupied.

But let us now pass on to an
examinatica of the question of the
programn :, which will help clarify
the whole of the problem.

Fierre Frank in fact is the
dearest in admitting that generally
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JULES MARAT, Paris, January 1969,
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tes: (1) QUATRIEME INTERNATIONALE ( organ of "United Secretariat ', FL. )
(2) "Les Temps Modernes' -. August-September 1968,

_3—}_ "May 1968 : A General Rehearsal" (Editions Maspero)

(4) " In fact the workers are not only seeking an improvement in their immediate

tions . They do not want to be cogs in a machine which will be simply kept in
They no longer want to be objects as they are in the capit -

L economy. The leaders of the CGT through Seguy replied to these problems by

ing 'self-management' 'a vague formula' on the 20th, May at Renault -- That is

e simply the reply of a bureaucrat for whom all power in the union, party, ent -

S¢ and country must be in the hands of an apparatus. The stalinist system has
and remains his model.

] ; "But the time for stalinist Systems -- which never had any marxist justif-
mﬁiﬁon -- has long since past. It is impossible to manage society, the economy, the
sehool and workers organisations ete.. without the democratic association of the
producers, consumers , participants and members. It is the employers and bureaucrats

10 are proving increasingly super’lous " -- May 1968 - First Phase of the French
Socialist I_!.P_‘!E]l.lt_i_o_i, by Pierre Frank, page 31.

GT -CF -led Labour Federation ; CEDT
P§U (Unified Socialist Party) ; JCR- Revolufiona
—— ——

--formerly left Catholic, now linked with
ry Communist Youth.

| |WHAT 1S THE REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST ALLIANCE °?

R e T T
The Revolutiona ry BSocialist Alliance was formed in Sydney
January this year. Other RSA's are being formed in almost all States.

ou ean get full information about this new alliance from A. McLean,
PO Box 13, Balm n.
ces, univer-
and under

g and students.
ew situation

INTERNATIO NAL is printed andauthorised by A. McLean, PO Box 13,
- Balmain, NSW- -2041, Australia, for the Australian Section of the Fourth Internat- i
ional (Revolutiouary Marxist Tendency. ) A number of the articles published in this |
issue of INTERNATIONAL are translated from SOUS LE DRAPEAU DU SOCIALISME
10 cite Lesnier, Clamart - 92 -FRANCE, organ of the Revolutionary Marxist tendency.

Eiﬂﬁle organiﬂ'




forms the constitutive manifesto

try travelled

ded the basis for this

t was interrupted
ive member

before the
 the leader-
ate have

this year,

_persons, liberate

which coafirms pach day the
fact that our conviction is well based,
"In all the struggles of November
there was student -worker unity,
something never b fore attained,

All our efforts will tend to the con-
solidation o thig Unity through g
democratic exchange of views, We
shall therefore seek to widen and
deepen the revolutionary awareness
of the youth, students and workers, to
maintain their ideological unity and
unity in action.,and to prepare
ourselves for confrontation with
reactionary forces. The experiences
of the gloricus days of August and
the great battles of November will
aid us to do this. wWe understand
that it is difficult -- if not imposs-
ible -- to oppose the enormous
military potential of the ocecupiers
by forming an army of resistance.
Enriched by forms of struggle based
on passive resistance , we are con-
vinced that in this struggle , the
Czechoslovak people will not -only
Témain unconquered , but will also
deliver hard blows against the
bureaucratic regimes in Foland,
Hungary, in the GDR and in the
USSR itself. This struggle could
result in a political revolution
in the whol bloc of socialist count -
ries , grouping some 300 million
peoples, and
thus begin a new epoch in the
onstruction of socialism, It will

intries. This double process --
he East and the West -- in common
hthe revolutionary movement

'?I;GIAL OFFER

13.

|
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CIVILISATION AT THE CROSS ROADS

in the Third World » will lead us to
the World Revolution, '
"We have weighed all the risks
that our action involves, we have
however, no other possibility, The G
alternative we are offered by the |
leaders of the Pre-August period ;
Who remain at the head of the Farty
and the State and who maintain, at/
least partially, the visage they
presented before, offers no way /
out. It involves a policy close ito
adventurism  ible to lead our |

- eountry to a political, economic and

moral debacle of increasing depth.
"In the siruggle for the inte sts
of the Czechoslovak people and work-
ing class, in the struggle against,
all the anti-socialist forces (the
Soviet army, the capitulationist
section of our political leadership,
the rightist fraction of the Czecho-
slovak Communist Party, the
faseistic tendencies, ete. . ) which
unite us , we start from the viewpoint
that their power and activity are
are illegal from all moral and jurid-
ieial viewpoints,

"We believe that in our activity
we must :

1. form an crganisational struct-
ure allowing confrontation of view-
points and unity in action of students
and young workers and employees :

Z.action as much as possible in
other youth organisations in political
social and professional fields, ;

3. development of unity without a
rigid organisational form with other
youth in concrete political actions P

4. organisation of political
discussion for a wide public ;

AR RSl sl ol ol R ol A3 s A s

ook edited by Czech sociologist RIDOVAN HICHTA on the new situation
Ng from the scientific and technological revolution. From ALR...
Y 83 plus 20 cents postage from A. McLean, PO Box 13, Balmain, NSW-2041,
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The French malad
factories, workers are forming
isations are forced to take
of struggle,

These groupings are inspired by
the French revolutionary crisis,

The ideas of May are also appar-

ent in the leaderships of the Italian
Communist Party, as was shown at
their Congress, The rhetoric of
Longo and Amendola andg others
who try to escape the real problems
through verbiago, was there again,
But in addition there 'Was apparent
b 29 revolutionary left, which
ence for some time,
but whose previous ambiguities now
have had to face up to the experience
of May. R is also going to push
them further than they were willing
to go before.
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rank-and-file groups which the big unio

into acecount to draw up de
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They have resumed the political
offensive, although still timidly,
and urge the Party to tactically
and strategically base itselr
on the rank-and-file committees
of action grouping workers and
students, such as were formed in
France last year.
All the leaders of this '"New
Left " were elected to the Central
Committee once more, excepting
the Mayor of Naples whom it seens
Was not as subtle as the others,
The revolutionary regroupments
now taking place in Italy could have
effects throughout all of Europe,
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[FRANCE,

. The student move ment

e Comumittees of Action as ve
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» without organisation,
mme is today in a critical situation : t

the 37th. UNEF (French students u
-~ only political confusion has eme
the National Bureau led by PSU comrade
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de unions. , (from SOUS LE DRAPEAU DU SQCIALISME, , )

. STUDENTsS SEARCH FOR A POLICY

without perspectives, without

he first term hag passed without
nion) Congress could not complete
rged ~nd a greater suspicion than
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ry supple organs have largely replaced the
ecause they lack national organisation and pr

been in decline They must now brrak out of their
and build up 5 Programme. The revolutio

formist' wing. To bring them into anti
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nary students have lost contact
on, the UNEF must start
transitional programme and
ce a policy of united front
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when they consider the degeneration
of the Communist Parties was fully
present in the very principles of
Leninism and Bolshevism,

The Comnmunist International
formed at the call of the Bolshevik
Party at the time of Lenin and Trotsky
was an instrument aimed at trans-
forming social criseg into revolution -
ary crises and organisation aimed
at the world struggle againat capital-
ism. From the time Stalin put
forward the policy of Socialism in
one country , there was a basic
rupture with the first years of the
Russian Revolution , And when in
France the possibility of a revolut -
fonary action presented itself in an
bbjective way, the CPF had pract-
ically repudiated the principles on
which the Third International had
been founded.

WE MUST EXAMINE THE
POLICY GF LENIN AND TROTSKY
————— 222\ AND TROTSKY

It is nece 3sary, however,
to eritically examine the policies
of Lenin and Trotsky , no matter
what ditferent puhlications of the
extreme lefi might say. for revol-
utionaries of our time, -
Lenin and Trotsky gravely under-
estimated the danger of bureaueratis -
ation that could arise from a too
centralisi and statist orientation,
Under-zstimation which resulted in
first of all the reduction in the powers
of Factory Committees, then their
simple replacement by a nominated
director from the central authority
and all powerful (2) , the limits
placed on freedom of expression
for militants who were not members
of the Bolshevik Party in the Soviets,
which next as a fact of life became
mere appendages to the Party;the
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Cohn-Bendit '
for the workers,
professionals, 1t also draws g
conclugsion on the way the next
revolutionary erisis must he prepa red ;
its outcoma must benefit from the
lessons of history -- fram the Russian
Revolution to the May Revolution,

The editors of ROUGE (5) propose,
With some nuances, the reconstruction
of the Bolshevik Party. Cohn-Bendits!
ank makes the OPposite conclusign:

==» What we OPPose is not the need

to be Organised, but the need for a
revolutionary leadership . for the
formation of 5 party. " (p, 262)
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Cohn-Bendit in May and June, Cohn-Ben
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He rec smises then the existence of

a vangrard as a fact, but considers it
dangerous to organise it into fixed
structures., How then, in what form,
should this vanguard act ? Cohn-Bendif:
here is vague ang contradictory. To
avoid having to ansyer this question
clearly and frankly, he takes up the

old theory of the active minority, which
in fact is only a way out, as Trotsky
alreadty stated before 1914, In doing
this , Cohn-Bendit relapses into con-
cepts of classical anarchism and
Spontaneity, Even so, in several places
his book gives an encouraging impressg-
ion of really trying to come to grips
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