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THE NATIQNAL THREE-HOUR
POLITIEAL " STRIKE

The reaction of the average worker to three-hour strike (25t: August)
against the budget recemtly brought down by the Gorton capitalist government
was : "But what good will a 3-hour strike do?"

There was large-scale loyalty to the A.C.T.U. decision but the workers
realised they were not toc be confronted with proposals for centinuing action,
but rather that the strike was to be an isolated gesture, and so they stayed
away in droves from the meetings. i

And so, given the calibre of the dominating trade union officialdom,
both right and "left", it was inevitable that the essential motivation for the
decision would be confirmed by the utterances of the official speakers- a build-
up for the Labor parliamentary opposition as the alternative governuent.

Nevertheless, the A.C.T.U decision represented a forward develcpuent.
It underwrote the walidity of industrial action to achieve political objectives,
the road of self-reliance the workers will increasingly find +to be tha only
viable one as they experience the limitations of governments essentially con-
formist with the social status quo.

Had the 3-hour strike been a serious beginning of action to reject
the budget and get rid of the Gorton governuent the workers would have been
called to mectings, specific demands in regard to the budget enunciated and
the next action determined by the mass meetings in the event that there was no
favourable government eé@ction to the demands within a stated tiue.

The task is to develop a leadership dedicated to workers' reliance
on their own self-action. The valid principle given an airing on 25th August
will be advanced by the workers in the future.
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THE OIL UISPUTE and current
perspectives

THE OUTCOME OF THE RECENT STRIKE OF THE OIL INDUSTRY MAINTEN-
ANCE WORKERS IMPOSES THE NEED FOR A CRITICAL EXAWMINATION OF POLICY
PE%SPECTIVES AND OBJECTIVES CONFRONT ING THE AUSTRALIAN UNION
MOVEMENT .

The pressure of the strike induced an improvement on the employers'
original settlement oifer and comrade Hawke, ACTU President, recommended
a return to work and reference of the issues to the Arbitration Commis-
sion, where he would argue for a reversal of the Commission's four-year-
old judgment which rajected the conceptl of a direct relationship between
wages and an individual employer's profitability and productivity.

. Comrade Carmichael of the AEU contested the validity of an approach
to the Arbitration Commissior and proposed acceptance of the employers'
terms at this time with a perspective of a futvre resumption of the
struggle.

In the event, cemrade Hawke's recormmendation was adopted by a very
narrow majority (271-258). A third proposal to fight on for achieve-
ment of the strike demands in full was defeated.

As "The Australian’ of August 5 points out, the outcome of the Com-
mission hearing is by nc mecans cut-and-cried.

The positive advantages for the employers of a revision of its
previous position would be the generation of a ruthless pressure on the
individual employers to innovate, modernise and raise productivity and
so attract skilled workers from less efficient, less productive and less
profitable industries. Up to now, the Commission "simply strikes an
average over the good, bad and indifferent components of the economy
and produces a result that affects them all egually."

Secondly, the proposed industry-te-industry yardstick would tend
to create an amalgam of employer and worker ~-- a kind of body corpor-
ate in the more profitable establishments. For instance, a genulne
examination of the profitability might indicate & doubling of the
workers' wages in a given establishment, inducing an abstentionist
attitude in relation to the common front of workers' struggle, because
of their greatly superior position compared te the cutsiders.

Comrade Hawke does not answer the employers' pertinent guery as to
the effect of the logical extension of his argument to the wage claims
of workers in less profitable industries.

Of course, he might well assert to the mo-cment that these latter
will hardly remain guiescent when their ccunterparts are elgvated to a
much superior wage status. Nevertheiess, the level and efficacy of the

-
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attitude in the sense of approaching closer to socialism in

envisaged too

,itaqian wage every given moment. From this it lows that for the
'mgllﬂgzzzitgigWhg roletariat there cannot in _ge 1, a single moment when
a %
ﬁ%_cf workers are gl it would be compelled to leave its programme in the lurch, or in
nder tho same pres- which it could be left in the lurc this progqramme.” Cour
gh emphasis) )
§ initiative, a 3 y
f Opening‘thzd This attitude of "approaching closer to socialism in every given
ing the actual moment" is not served by fostering a big wage differentiation between
" capitalist firm workers in different industries, tending to divorce sectors from the
Bt cosces common struggle. This would not be the norm in a genuinely socialist-
B first big orieqted society. HRather the norm will be the highest reasonably
egalitarian level of "wages" (from industry to industry) appropriate

to the economy's development and productivity, while the "super=
capitalist profits" of the high peaks of the economy would be siphoned-off to
o nbsit's the social services, for instance. So the projected innovation is in
eipioitzgz and one of its aspects, out of harmony with the position aimed for in a

i 1 ialist-ori i
sentially, this socialist-oriented societly.
; dev(isdcon- { Comrade Carmichael was concerned to combat the fostering of
‘B""? o :0 illusions in what is essentially an instrument of the capitalist state,
hi '16‘5! eLc. paraded as standing impartially between the contending classes --- the
may he sure it Arbitration Commission.

R a5es 1n This is laudable. But the objective factor, the present level of
political consciousness of the working class, does not permit him to

! W ‘ operate as a union official in consistent disregard of the Commission.
' shares", His subjective approach is on a par with, say, calling for immediate

e cREEary abolition of another agency of capitalist rule, parliament, or even of
production. capitalism itself. It stems from a political education in the anti-
ate policies Marxist school of Stalinism which, since the 1929-33 economic crisis,
.#-Whlgh_capl- has taught the imminence of a new major crisis which would bring one
romising facet of the objective factor --- mass consciousness --- up to the level
of the subjective factor.

ied with We leave aside here the long years of false jindoctrination of the
p left wing which has contributed so weightily to the present low level
ith the kind of political consciousness. What must be recognised is the evidence
that in relatively euphoric conditions inducing union action, even
] though essentially within a reformist integument, the Commission has
‘enunciated by responded to the pressure and got "with it" to the extent of bringing
down decisions surprising to the left wing and appalling to a backward
2 sector of capitalists incapable of appreciating its competent perform-
ble scrap ance in the prescnt situation as an agency of capitalist predominance.
eventualities The fact is that this Australian capitalism, for so long the beneficiary
of fortuitous circumstances, has not yet exhausted its capacity for
. If our yielding reforms, either through the agency of the Commission or of
pment of Parliament, The illusions of the masses in these agencics are far
from being dissipated,

i therefore
'pandinq 55
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Why conciliation at that stage?There was no existing, nor threat-
ened strike.

It seems clear that the last thing the Comumission wants is to have to
make a decision on profitability and productivity as a valid yardstick in wage
fixation.

But in 1970 it would recognise the difficulty of retaining any show
of impartiality were it to reject this yardstick.

Yet it shudders at the thought of an endorsement of "Open the Books"
to reveal the secrets of Big Business book-keeping.

Surely, the oil bosses, seeing its difficulty, would come to its
rescue by offering an acceptable wage figure and so settle the oil dispute without
the need to proceed further with the case!

We do not know what they offered or what the union officials were
prepared to settle for at the conference in regard to the demand for doubling
the wage or 5 weeks pay for 4 wecks holiday.

But it would seem the boss would not play ball, and so the issue is
back in the Commission's lap after 3 sessions totalling 2 hours, with Judge
Moore stating: "... we will be available to resume this conference at any time
if asked to do so or, of course, if we think it is desirable to do so."

If the oil bosses remain uncooperative, in a possible further con-
ference or without one, it is on the cards that the Commission will seek to
resolve the dispute by a fairly substantial wage rise, which given the present
level of the workers' political consciousness, would likely be accepted in pref-
erence to strike action for a real opening of the books for an inspection
by workers' representatives.

Opening the books has been put on the agenda. The workers will not
achieve this most important yet eminently reasonable and logical demand in its
true sense from the Commission.

Rather this achievement waits upon a higher political awareéness
bringing the class struggle to a higher level.
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The question that arises is to know what this landslide is due to,
which has brought the 5.P.0. to government leadership, relegating the
0.V.P., the most powerful bourgecois party, which had headed the govern-
ment unchallenged since 1966, to second place.

Reasons _for the Success of the 5.P.0.

AN LA PAER =R b I e

Perhaps the first fact to be noted is that this electoral victory
of the S.P.0. has come about in a period which is in no sense one of
economic weakness, but on the contrary, is that of an incontestably
favourable economic situation, particularly in regard to exports. The {
bourgeoisic undoubtedly expected to bencfit from this, The opposite
occurred. The class policy of the 0.V.P., which had held power alone,
had led to a spectacular rise in prices, in particular of mcat and coal
(a few wecks before the election.) In the struggle the year before
against naticnalisation, the 0.V.P. government had more or less openly
let it be seen where it was heading, in the direction of re-privatisation
that is to say, destruction of nationalisation. This bourgeois policy
consolidated the traditional electoral base of the 5.P.0. amongst the
workers. Tens of thousands, however, still voted for the O0.V.P.,
although it cered nothing for their interests.

contenting itself with parlismentary actions,

defend their interests,
from "opposition to obstruction".

always careful not Lo pass

But the lion's share in the increase of the S.P.C. votes came from
the electorate in the agrarian areas and the communes where the popula-
tion enjoys comparatively high incomes. This means that for the first
time the $.7.0. has succeeded in penetrating petty hourgeois and even
bourgeois strata, in decisive proportions in elections. This progress
is due in particular to its transformation into a liberal workers'
party, devoid of ideology. Because of the abscnce of a working class
revolutionary tendency this mutation however, still assures it of its
traditional base among the workers, but at the same time allows it to
penetrate the petty bourgeois and even bourgeois e¢lectoral strata to a
greater degree.

In the agrarian areas; the 5.P.0. was able to make use of the grow=
ing opposition to the policies of the O0.V.P., oriented as they were
towards the interests of the largc landowners and the large peasants.
It allied itself with the General Assoviation of Feasants which had
materialised as an oppositiom to the peasant organisation of the 0.V.P.
and had organised the peasant demonstration in Vienna in the spring
of 19€9.

The success of the S5.P.0. in the communes where the population
enjoys a fairly high average income is explained by the factlthat it
reached the stiatum of salaried workers with fairly substantial earn-
ings, who economically belong to the proletariat whilec on the 1qvgl of
political consciousness they have hitherto followed the bourgeoisie.
This phenomenon is due mainly to the programmatic caupalgn of the 5.P.0.,
initiative for which came Irom its president, Kreisky. In a series of
commissions in which bourgeois specialists took part various liberal
type programunes were elaborated, which far from having any socialist
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had realised that in order to uphold the victory of his parly and not
to lose ground in his electorate he had to maintain his programme of
reforms. The breaking off of negotiations occurred when the social
democrats refused to let the populists have the ministries of finance
and national education.

Central to the reforms planned by Kreisky is a wave of industrial-
isation in economic policy, primarily in agrarian regions. Liberal
democratic reforms are to be combined with this in education, the
army (2), taxation, homsing, etc. Material relief for the masses would
have to be granted., Kreisky will prefer reforms which do not involve
added financial burden for the state (3): pensions for 1971 will be
increased by 7.1%, which is a withdrawal from electoral promises.

Kreisky wants to establish a permanent dialogue with the youth.
"Young people must say what they want and we will sey what we can do,
now or later", he has declared.’ In an interview in Der Spiegel, he
also explains to students "of the left” that they should involve them-
selves with the problems of the university and not of the workers,
which proves that he sees a danger in the link between workers and

students.

In the area of price rises the 5.P.0. govermment is simply showing
"the intention"” of being willing to do something. Price rises during
the first four months of 1970 ameunted to 4,2%! Instead of taking
energetic measures against big business and the middle men who are
causing the price rises, Krcisky proclaims th¢ greatest interest of
the government to be in the continuance of the "work in common' in the
perity commissions which have been so "fruitful" to date. If they have
been that, it is certainly not for the working class whosc wages still
remain below the European level, with the exception, of course, of
Spain and Portugal.

The trade unions declare that their position "in regard to the
government depends solely upon what it intends to do in the workers'
interests".(Benya, President of the Austrian trade union centre 0.G.
at the seventh union congress of commercial employecs.) Howover,
while the leadership of the 0.G.B. claims to carry on an independent
policy in regard to the government, it is not giving battle. Benya
recalled the urgent demands that the 0.G.B. laid down in January, 1970, |
amongst others, the struggle against price rises, elimination of the
over-texation of the workers, etc. But nothing has been done, the
demands rcmain verbal.

Bios

stage of spcaking about it in Parliament, declaring that all the h*qh
officials in the ministries belong to the "black" (hourggo;sl parties.
Kreisky knows no other method than to discuss with the high black™
burcaucracy instead of disposeessing it of power py getting rid of it,

as the 0.V.P. did for a decade in Lower Austria w1th‘thepsoc02dary
teachers, favouring only "plack" teachers and attacking 'reds". If the |
S.P.0. does not employ the same method in the ministries today, the
"hlacks" will sabotage all the Kreisky government's initiztives. And ‘

11 J

On the guestion of the state apparatus, Kreisky has reached the ‘
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Moreover, the defeat suffered py'the 0.V.F, in the elections has

.cansed confusion among the bourgeoisie, confusion accentuated by the

formation of an S.P.0. govermment, The recent 0.V.P. congress revealed
differences in explanation of the defeat and in estimation of the
longevity of the 5.P.0. government.(5) The ycunger generations of the
employing class discreetly displayed a certain scepticism in respect of
the great families who lead the O.V.P., demanding that a leading com=
mittec be democratically elected and forcing the new gensral secretary
to present his programme before his election.

The Industrialists' Association which embraces the major Austrian
capitalists means to re-examine the situation which led to the defeat
of the 0.V.P. and to work out an orientation corresponding to the
present situation, Somec of its declarations, such as the one in which
the Association states "that it represents the interests of industrial-
ists but that it is neither a party, nor an appendage or driving ferce
of a party", proves that there is uneasiness over the fact that
relations between the Association and the O.V.F. are too clese, But
naturally, one must not,over-estimate this phenomeron. The bourgeoisie
needs an instrument to operate its class policy and this instrument
remains the 0.V.P. And the politically more flexible new technocrats
and manacers of the employing class who are prepared to risk their
luck with the preseat S.F.0. government, are.not renouncing the 0.V.P.
in any way.

In the face of the present lethargy, disorientation and division of
his party, its president Withalm is locking for the me&ns of an offens-
jive and an initiastive. But if the O.V.P. attempts te act hastily there
will be new crises. Elements could arise from these ceises., openly
reacticonary forces which today are still in an embryonic state bu§ !
which would seek an outcome in. leadership of an authoritarian regime in
allisnce with the F.P.0. (6) and N.D.P. Although this danger is only
minimal today, it still should not be Ianored. (Besides, the G udisly
would already have sent specialisis in coups d'etat to Austria.)

The Proletariat and Revolutionary Tasks

It cannot yet be affirmed that the electoral victory of the 5.P.0.
has given back to the working class conscicasness of its strength. Some
conflicts which must be placed within the context of European labour
struggles, like that of the Stcyv—Daimler-Puchwerke factory, give rise
to the thought that this may ke so and il Kreisky's perspectives of
"Syedish style socialism" were realised it would be a much less stable
Swedish socislism”, filled with class conflicis.

The tactical perspectives of the revolutionaries must start from a
correct evaluation of the character of the 5.7.0.j }t is not a bour- !
geois party but a liberal workers' party with a precise fdual character:
a liberal-democratic leadership; a base 90% composed of workers and
white-collar workers; the great majority of whom follow a liberal
reformist ideology, while one part shows signs of a growing socialist
consciloucness.

o
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F.LERZE -- June, 1970

1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)
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(8)

i

It must be presumed slso that the dicintegration of Olzh's digsid- |
ent socialist party as well as the crisis in the Austrian Communist
Party hrought some thousands of votes to the S.P.0.

He has already set up ithe
Reform of the electoral law --- a pressing reform --- for example.

"Commission for Army Reform'.

The municipal elections held since March lst confirm the upsurge of
the S.P.0.: 51% in Carinthia in April; 50.54% Cup 2% in Styria in
May .

Some regard the defeat as &
of minimizing it. Soms members proposed the creation of a
cabinast'. Withalm oppesed it. The selection of measures
the 0.V.U. new iusirc was seported after the congress.

F.P.0O. ¢ /Libergl Pariy; NLD P

But it is evident that revolutionaries, from the standpoint at all
times of the fundameatal zaterests of the masses, should continuc
the critisism and denuneciation of the policy of the 5.P.0. govern-
ment .

The catastrophic vesuits fer the Austrian Communist Party of March

15t weee a response to ite Stalinist policics and the methods prae-
tised by its leadership. The percentage of votes gained by the
Austrian C.P. is no higher than that gained before 1934, That is

to say it fot an absolute minimum, The distressing thing is that |
this situation did not give rise to serions critieism, nor to a2

others accuse them
"shadow
to give

simple "hreak-down',

National Democratic Party.

fpuitful examination of this situation. The exclusion of the anti-
Stalinist tendency cavs the Zinal blow to the pustrian C.P. This
time the Stalinist apparatus doesn't need to manipulatc. 1 A T

truly tragic to sec that there are still thousands of Communists,

 workers and functionaries..: who, because of a misunderstood fidel-

ity to the party, do not devete their attention to deéep criticism

in order to save the party in fact.

The Austrian CP evoluates the results of the elections of iarch lst
as a 'development Lo the right”, and although it never says S50 of=-
ficially, it lets it be understood that the 5.P.0. is the main enemy
and that is shown in deeds; this jimited CP policy entails cqmplete
isolation for CP militants in the workplaces, and total political
impotence when they are ia daily contact with S.P.0. workers. Bl
purcausrats like trwon Scharf, Fierinberg, Kuetil Bte. .. ArE XNGERT
aple of understanding ihe new and peculiar charaster of 2 political
situation which daily poses grave questions for Logmnnlsta.. if one
can speak of @ "deveicpment to the right" it ceryalnly.gpglles to the
top ranks of the Austrian CP who are trying to hide behind phrases
which deceive naoonec. Moreover the Congress preparatory t@eseslconn
tain all the well-known apporunist themes such as "So:lallsm'w)thqut
civil war", "penceful road to socialism",‘"demogr§t%c rencwal", with=
out forgetting to identify as anti-Communist criticism of the
bureaucratic regiue. 1;:

b
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In fact the restraints and structures that impeded transformation of

the recessions into classical crises are blowing up one after the other. What
capitalist country could use inflation for starting up again without running ]
the risk of it being swept along uncontrollably? What governuent will consider
easily curbing its economy by deflation when recession is threatening? The crisis 1
of the monetayr system is only an expression of the contradictions produced by
anti-cyclical interventions and of the particular role played by the American
econemy for 25 years. Control of the cyclical movements is in the act of slipping
from the capitalists' hands

THE CRISIS IS NOT UNAVOIDABLE, IT WAY NOT EE IMMEDIATE , IT IS POSSIBLE.

Michel FIANT.

s Le Drapeau du Socialisme, No. 53
(Frum ous Le Drape o y No. B } 20th June, 1970.

JLT ON TEE VICTORIAN A.L.P. BXECUTIVE

The current campaign by the Federal Executive of the Labtor Party,
urged on by the slavering anti-working class mass media, is hell-bent on
destroying the Party's Victorian State Executive.
The bourgeoisie is getting around to envisaging the A.L.P. as an
alternative governeent, conscious of the Gorton-McEwan government's increas—
ingly unattractive iuage.
Eut first it is necessary to ensure the party's definitive evolut-
ion into a safe liberal-labor party (see the artice herein on its counter-part
in Austria). {
The political tops of the capitalist class have no illusions. They
recognise their wvain enemy as the organised working class. Despite its present
political level the potentiml for effective revolutionary action (in respect of
its central and leading role) remains the attribute of the working class alone.

Victory for the Federal Executive in its reactionary campaign, and

invelving reduction of the unions' predominance in the party is a retrograde
Step. Irrespective of the workers' present political level, future progress
depends upon their progression to activity as a class, fulfilling its van-
guard role. As this activity accelerates, affecting union policy, the validity
of union predominaice in the A.L.P. will be shown.

Myopic revolutionaries will live to rue their support, complacency,
confusion or lack of interest in regard tc this drive towards a petty bourg-
eois Labor Party.

Their opposition drive should be to get back to the original organ-
isational set-up - every member of an affiliated union %o be automatically

by that fact a member of the Labor Party, with full. rights




