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INTRODUCTION

The news of President' Nasser's death has managed to divert
attention from the counter-revolutionary attack on the dispossessed Palestin-
ians, who make up a majority of Jordan's population, by Hussein's reactionary
armed forces.

3 Sparing nothing and nobody, including the wounded in hospitals,
Hussein's forces have inflicted an estimated 20,000 casualties on the Palest-
inians, and they hold captive another 10,000, many of whom doubtless will be
tortured and shot. Faced by overwhelming forces forces - there are 60,000
armed men in Hussein's army, backed by modern firepower and an airforce, com-
pared to the 20,000 lightly armed Palestinians,- the Palestinian fedayeen
fought doggedly =nd hercically according to all reports. As we go to press they
still hold areas in the North of Jordan, but reports are now being published
of the Jordanian butchers closing in on these areas. The ceasefire agreement
signed in Cairo said vaguely that the towns and hamlets in the North were to
"return to the status guo before the latest incidents." Whether "latest incid-
ehts" means the establishment of popular power in this region after an Army
ambush of local fedayeen or the Jordanian Aroy's subsequent attacks on this
liberated area, depends on the relationship of forces in the area. One cannot
be optimistic in the short run.

As fot the other Arab regimes -whether they be "feudal" or "bur-
eaucratic bourgeios" - they did little or nothing to aid thePalestinians.
When the massacre was nearly over Nasser was moved to a denunciation, and
before that the Libyan regime broke off relations with Hussein. The Syrian
regime was split, which meant that the pro-Palestinian wing gave some aid |
but that the other hostile wing could withhold the necessary air support and
cover, and in collaboration with the Kremlin, force the pro-Palestinian wing to
retrieve its forces from Northern Jordan where they were attacked in the open

A by Jordan ground forces and from the air. } i

I
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while, ev?;w:j' i THIS SUBSERVIENT POSITION OF THE C.P.A. DID NOT NECESSARILY EXCLUDE

e 21e ITS ADOPTING, ON OCCASIONS, A STANGE ON PARTICULAR ISSUES AKIN TO A
g on do REVOLUT LONARY ~MARX LS POSITION.

n's forces should be ‘
The workers' state erccted on the basis of the October 1917 revolu-

CPA'S new prograume- tion had not been overthrown and the degenerated Bolshevik Party, the
#1fy and emphusis golit;cnl wing of the privileged bureaucracy, developed its long=-enduring
g outline how instit- onapartist role,

itlon and in the post-
ontinue to pre- ~ The privileged buresucracy had its basis i
dte steps have t Consequently this state had te be maintained,
G.P., while the 3 A
_line: furt;p?h.J”“ The class struggle against capitalism externally played a major
I oo Coroudy role in inhibiting imperialist counter-revolutionary intervention.

e revolution to advanced indus=

he invasion and On the other hand, extension of th
trial countries would have undermined the Soviet pareaucracy's position.

n the workers' state.

ralia, and now

ory.
tion (smaller than . This,,and its lack of confidence in the revoluti
tés and develops ou of the proletariat and fear that its struggle would occas
ituniet dreams of attack on the Soviet Union, resulted in the political bureaucrac
ont, wass, extro- ing internationally to derail the revolutionary movement .

8, and the
gy in present Nevertheless the unfolding achievement of the development potenti-
i alities of the workers' state could not but produce a groundswell against

the frightful Stalinist regime --- hence its surfuicing in the form of

Khrushchev's secret speech.

onary potentiality
ion imperialist
y operat-

gommunist in Progue
teéning purpge poi

gracy thore. The repercussions of t

The political evolution of its leadership wing has procec i

timism

erhaﬁs than that of any other C.P., permitting a degree of op
« 10, 70. or the possibility of its further evolutic

n to a revolutionnry-Marxisl

polltiun‘conaonant with the Limes.
_But this happy outcome cannot be envisaged on the basis of a too-
osition. Rather its 0s8i-

accommodating solidarity with its present p
bility of meaningful advancement === involving complete recognition that
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only possible through action hy the majority of Australians when

they feel passionately the need for it."
(Note: The role of the proletariat is still excluded. Further this and
the quntatic1immediataly above are not a realistic formula for revolu-
tion. There is no head-counting to establish a majority. In a revolu-
tionary situation the prolet:riat has the leading role against its
adversary, the bourgeolisie. Demonstration of its will to act and its
will to power affects the attitude of the petty bourgeois masses,
inducing at least neutrality as a sufficient pre-condition for prole-
tarian success.)

"But not every such situation results in successful revolution.

"For this the mass movement must be sufficiently conscious.

"It needs also to be sufficiently organised to mount the mass

struggle and exert the social force needed.,

nguch revolutionary mass movements emerge to one degree or another

spontancously from various social groups and communities.”
(Note: The same omission of the role of the proletariat.)

X X x

In seeming contrast to this central theme, we now gquote the follow-
ing:
"The Communist Party pases itself on the working class.,. on whose
desire for change and willingness to fight for it any revolution
depenﬂs.“
", ..hecause industrial workers are decisive in the strength they
can bring to bear for social change, and because of their key
position in the functioning of the economy."
nTo arouse the working class to a greater awarencss of this (the
scientific and technological revolution), to encourage activities
which challenge the present structure of society --= such is the
task of the trade union avement,'l. CIn Modern Upionism..)
Note: The above gquotations affirm the working class as the decisive
social force. They still do not acknowledge its leading role and con-
sequently its modus operandi in implcmentinq its hegemonic role in the
revolutionary struggle.)
his role is not spelled out in the documents from which we now gquote
@he only nearly relevant points:

1 v ., This requires the ability to discern and express elementary
Ll forms of the demand (for f#acinl contrald === rights of the workers
to clect shop and job conmittees which can fully represent them,
rights of jo! and union organisation to exert control over
decisions affecting work, wages and hours, for the demand that
company QGoks be opened to give a true picture of profits, for

\

~ example.
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h their task, composition and
ffer a finished revolutionary
lace the political party.

Unions do not offer, and in line wit
manner of recruiting membership, cannot o
programme; in consequence, they cannot TEp

To emphasise the documents' distance from the perspective. of
soviets, consider the following gquotations:

f the establishment's ideas, eti.)

of the mass media... to
y and the two=

ceptance o
the increased power
bout parliamentary democrac

"This consensus (mass ac
has been assisted by...
popularise... illusions a
party system,..."
nparliamentary dem
function serve the interests o
"This sham helps perpetuate illu

exercised by the people.”

ocracy and the two-party system as these now

f the establishment.
sions that political power is

Nevertheless in contradistinction, the documents proclaim:

nggme form of parliament will be important in the new society

and
"Thus representative bodies would still be peeded, including an
elected national parliament, which would make final decisions on:
pnational 1SSU€S...

If '"All Power to the Soviets!" is to be jettisoned and "an
elected national parliament" substituted (that is, if the essential of
Marxism-Leninism is to be repudiated), then at least let this be stated

explicitly!

X X X
; Although not explicitly acknowledged, implicit in the documents '
treatment of the Labor Party is recognition that this party remains the
political leadership of the working class.

Instead of appreciating the workers' allegiance to their tradition-
al party, that they will not abandon it exceptl after a long experience
in which its political inadequacy 1lmpresscs their consciousness, and
that consequently the process of significant political differentiation
in the ranks of its adherents can 1 ion by van-
guard formations of the policy of e kind,
the documents propose to puild an alternative mass political leadership
at this stage while standing outside the internal struggle in the main=

stream of the labor movement.
Here are the pertinent excerpts:

"Today the Australian Labor Party offers itse
administration of capitalism."
(Note: It daes mno such thing. An objective apprai
yeing such an alternative, but it does not offer itself
ts adherents pelieve this to be its role., The same assertio

1f as an alternative

sal confirms it as
as such, nor do
n could be
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tion of the left!" to include seven categories
C.P., is precisely a political formation.

Labor Party, is envisaged as supplant
mass alleglance:

~ Experience urges the conclusio

T

e there where development of the differentiation

the documents offer the alternative of a pscudo "coali-

Instead,
only onc of which, the

isolated from and confronting the

This alternative leadership,
ing the Labor Party in respect of

"4l though joint or limited actions are as yet difficult tg achieve,
... considerable possibilities exist in the trade uniongy Br joint
actions of a radical kind and for rank and file influence to be
reflected back into the Labor Party.

"The possibility for change in the (Labor) Party cannot be ignored.

tical participation in the parties of the labor
ially where the union is affiliated to the Labor
Party so that affiliation means participation in the development of
the Party and its policles and not simply support for policies
decided apart from the unions and their memberships.

it .. a Labor Barty developianghis way could become a very
important part of a future ‘coalition of the left' for radical
social change and socialism.

"Communists help to create the conditions in which non-revolution-
aries may become aclivists for socialism as previously outlined--=
priefly by joint actions where possible or by parallel movements,
in the process contesting establishment and reformist ideas.

"The C.P. supports election of Labor Governments because it secks
the defeat of the conservative coalition and because in today's
conditions this would represent a shift to the left.”

"an active poli
movement, €spec

(Note: The euphemism “activists for socialism” in the context above
can only be translated as "revolutionaries". So the documents are saying
that the Labor Party can be transformed to achieve revolution "for
radical change and socialism". Further comment on the false assertion
that "affiliation (of unions at present) means simply support for
policies decided apart from the unions and their memberships", is
superfluous in respect of documents that refuse to see the existing low
political level as the reason for the predominance of false policies.

it is elementary Marxism that serious revolution-
the proletariat in its still-

This dictates entrism coincident with

maintenance of an independent Marxist formation as the conscience of the
organised entrists. Electoral results continue to prove that the Labor
party at its present political level has the allegiance of the labor
movement, as does the seeming capitulation of the Vietorian Branch Labor

Party State Execu f the Labor Party.

Without going this far,
aries must be prepared to accompany
continuing Labor Party experience.

tive to the Federal Executive 0 AT
n that this situation will not be signific-
y altered by the gaallenge of outside formations in advance of the
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wor
_IPDIiigegnd in ted and monopolised the committees and wer o banding together in solid-
'gHStratiOUaSF irttirﬁqueep themselves in the party'. For once the leadership was
unning ap 0 :
exa Yy
Jingggzgtcd After fgilinq in this attempt to turn militants against each other,
l.m“:ah_{:n-nmod!.]_ the leadership then suspended pParty organisations at the base, collect-
B SGE o on ang ively. For example, the well-known CKD factory in Prague had BOO of its
e and g}dﬂblc militants excluded. One Praguc district committee had 350 of a member=
it policy, ship of 600 (at the heginning of 1970) excluded or suspended. A
saburban high school had 17 Communist teachers (out of a staff of 50)
collectively suspended becausc they refused to denounce gach other, and
refused tc give the names of militants who had moved resolutions.voted
the militant could be reinstated if he

on in 1968. Onfe suspended,
answered neorrectly” the following guestionnaire, presented to all

party members:

gripg

Ughat is your opinion of the fraternal aid offered by our brothers

in the Warsaw Pact in August 1968?7"
k of Dubxek, of Husak?
and after August 21st 1968?2"

r Party members who have been

nyhat do you thin
"What has been your attitude before

"What has been the attitude of othe
active with you?"

LISATION"
OWN STAL IN- Who was to be affected by this purge? The wholé of the intelli-
ON THE gentsia first of all, as Husak himself declared
ee that the opportunists and organ-
n

Wihat it would be wrong not to s
recruited from among intellectuals.

isers of counter-revolution are

hﬂgrgé 53791 The tragedy for these militants id that exclusion or suspension
eir from the Party 1s often accompanied by their being laid off work., In a
country where work 1s obliqator¥ this is a way of sentencing some of
thesec people to a term pE iy 280 FP 2 3.0 if they cannot find
Seemed work. And every effort is made to ensure that they do not. Hardly
have they found a job (usually in a factory) when they are again sacked,
simply on the strength of a phone call from a Party official. It
should be noted --= and this is indicative of the hature of relations
between Lhe Stalinists and the masses --- that in most cases, these
calls, as well as the slanderous, pimping newspaper articles, are

anonymous .

arty cards are often found in

factories. They dob't fear the sack, as the factories ars short of

that manpower and have very imi 1 In fact, it is the managers

(superintcndents). either put firmly in their place 1n 1968 or else won

over to the policies of that time, who are being excluded from the
Party en masse and losing their jobs: 1,000 of them in the

3 . _big factories of urban and suburban Prague alone. The present leaders

militants Y consider that these manaijers ere too closely linked with the workers in

Pship at each enterprisc. In fact, in spite of the present situation, the

11p justi- | managers nhad maintained contact with the Workers' Councils set up 10

infiltra- June-July 1968, Or with the most representative worker militants, in

Workers who

more than ,
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those places where th ’
: ere had i i i
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" with them. or a Council to b,

cisions only after consultatigy
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ing, is whether or nes io. Nere, after the last .
Husak denics :;a:rh:o?‘the,e Will be big trials S:gt;:I Committee meet.
Ne says that the prosent | Porinf "show trials” hut on the ooriCSiS:
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The police also have been cxtensive® purged and the people former-
1y responcible for the purges of the '507 are reappearing. For
example, Mamula, replaced by Prehlik at ihe hcad of No.8 Department of
the Party.in January ‘1966, had disappeared, certainly out of fear of
having to answer for .the assassinations he pe sonally ordered and com-
mitted, e has now resumed his position and has just been co-opted to
the Central Committec as General Secretary fo' North Meravia. Such are
the men organising the "return' now,

In present conditions, two years after tho Soviet occupation, the
resistancc is organising with difficulty, groups being formed to
discuss the reasons for the present evolution and from this to derive
a possible line of action Aciive resistance is at the point of
extinction and Dubcek could be expelled withoot even a symbolic action
in his favour being andertaken. It is true that Dubcek is now not
badly discredited for having in the firsti place accepted the First
stages Everyone has the feeling that it was possible to more effect-
ively resist the invasion in August 1968 and ihen the occupation

Dubcek is paying for his hesitations.

What lolds good for the moment on the level of the Broad masses is
"passive resistance"”: absentecism in the factories, poor zeal in work,
total boycott of the official press which no cne buys, a carping spirit
in face of the authorities amd the occupiers.

What most alarms the present leaders is the gencral decline in
industrial production. They have even been brought to the stage of
putting Soviet soldiers to work in the big factories to "give the
socialist example” and to enable facile comparisons of productivity
to bt made., Fucthermore, these Soviet "volunteers' are shamefully
expleited: in addition to their ordinary service pay, they draw only
1 Kps per month whilst the Soviet Army draws the whole of their
wages (including allowances) The workers in the factories stand
aloof from them; in this case it does not appear at all that this
solution zdopted vis-a-vis the Soviet soldiers is the best, it is not
from this that they can better understand the aspirations of the
¢gzecho-slecvak; workers. All the more since things are not going the
best in this army: at the end of 1969 workers, in constructing the
foundations of a new building, revovered the hodies of Soviet soldiers
who had been shot; immediately, the press.and radio spoke of acts of
counter-revolutionaries, but for everybody here, it was a question of
soldiers executed by the Soviet authorities themselves and placed there
naturally so as to be discovered.

The workers do not work or work much, beccise they have the impress=

jon ol not working for themselves. All the more so since entire fact-
ories work exclusively for the USSR at prices below cost
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Nassce stands by and nllows the hloody slaughter of the Palestin-
ian qnarillms'hy Hussecin. So too does the Soviet, restricting itself
to warnings Lo the US not to intervene.

only the lefl wing Syrian Bassist regime, despite all its short-
B ana comings, to its sternal credit gives aid to the guerillas.

being that Us imperialism stands ready to intervene with the Sixth Fleet

! poised off the coast. Melvin Laird, Nixon's spokesman, openly admits
that marines will Qo into Jordan if Hussein 18 threatened.

In Australia, Zionism has an almost total monopoly of public in=
formation, including on the 1eft.

It is about time that the truth about Palestine was told.
It was not the Arabs who drove the Jews into exile.

Jews and Arabs 1ived in tolerance in the Middle East for centuries.
In Christian Europe¢ JTews were mercilessly persecuted in pogroms. This
culmibated in Hitler's "final solution”.

To rid itself of the "Jewish problem' the victorious "democracies’

of World War Two allowed reactionary Jewish pationalism --= Zionism ==-

;o seize the land of the Palestinian Arabs and establish the State of
srael.

Imper Lalism gained thus o yery important ally in its struggle
against the emergent struggle of the Arabs agoinst feudnlism and
colonialism.

In 1956, the Zionists pnrticiputed in the occupation of the Suez
Canal, after Nasser had nationalised it. They were conscious gervants
of imperialism.

In 1967, they inflicted a further terrible hlow on the Palestinian
geople when they seized the remainder of Palestine and purnlysod the #
wez Canal, thus crippling Nasser's regime and making it dependent on
Soviet aid. |

In nll that has occurred, it has been the pnvorty-strickun Ar ab
easonts and workers of Palestine who have suffered. They have 1n
their millions been cking out an existence in refugec camps.

~ In a "second exodus', tens of thousands of pPalestinians have been
forced to migrate to other Arab lands (particularly in the oil-rich
sheikdoms) and to Earope to earn enough to live on-.

nti Qut ol the misery of their exile, and out of the defeat of June
nt g g . 1967, has emergoed a new and proud revolutionary movement among the

qnl‘n“°r111“ A s palestinian people === the different pPalestinian guerilla moyements.

' The most clearsighted of these movements === the Popular Demoaratic'
Front for the Liberation of palestine (PDFLP) -== understood from the
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T ember, 1970.

o

uxié'g two thousand cops were mobilised. Fifteen thousand
y Tadial marches, or separately, to the main Tally. March=-
ersity four thousand were confined to the shadows of the
of el‘;\;n_g.--ma'eet- We were continually harassed by lines of

] M n places. Scores were arrested, and police, exere~
and! given them vy the Government, punched and kicked meny of
fore throwing them into the wagons. The march was chopped up

an & directed where the police wanted it to go. The scene for

nd staff coming from the University of N.S5.W. was the Same, except
re stopped from joining the main rally. Certainly in the march out from

e

qﬁ'l_ﬁ*’-"lna:ln' Tally, later in the day, people burst onto the roadway aund gccupied

L g

it o defiance of the pigs.But too many refused to join them and police drove

7 "u.i‘:ba‘ck ‘to the footpath, methodically smashing and dispersing the demonstrations
. As darkness came the pig thuggery got worse. Theré were & couple of tentative

- attempts by demonstrators to 1ink arms and rescue arrested comrades; but they
remained tentative. In Sydney pro=-Vietcong elements, with their flags and
leaflets, wWere stronger than in the May Moratorium demonstration, though still
a really minoT current compared to the liberal pacifism, which has been allow=
ed such currency'[and even encouraged) by so-called revolutionaly factions
for so long and which ehould have been countered with internstionalist
“solidarity with the Vietnamese Revolution right from the beginning.

A definite gain of the May Moratorium demonstration was the taking
of the streets and converting, for a considerable peried, a main city inter-
qeetion into a large forum against the imperialist intervention in Indo-Chinawr
All this on a normal Friday. This was what happened in May in Sydney and 1n
many, though not ally other centres. AS TNTERNATIONAL 13 (June 1970) put it:
Iphe positive achievement of the Moratorium was to establish the right to
demonstrate, up to date branded by the ‘Estahlishmﬁnt and treated as eriminal
activity."

: In September this gain was wiped out in Sydney and elsewhere — with
the exception of Melbourne where it was severely restricted.

Everywhere the forces of the state - and they were only partially
mobilised - restricted and smashed the manifestation against the war ip
Vietnals Everywhere the movement was forced 1o retreat. In Brisbane they did as
they were told. In Adelaide over 100 were arrested and mounted police were
used to break up an attempt to take an intersection for half an houl. In Mel-
pourne thé 50,000 demonstrators (many more than elseuhare) coppleted half their
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y only that they will not rempond nt pr
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axtra=parlianentary aotlon. s ook e

{tuation nmongs ; S Ak

:h.ud::m:s:::j“!;:;t.u!.ur.u-nl.n w.nn aifferent, In moat cities, in May
) ; e W repoive vanguard mand festatlons
Bhudents, and this wns the cape moré in Beptember than in Me

ney, for instance, the number as well ns the parcentags nt" t:.t
4he vemonstrators probably rose between the May and .’i;p;,rzmhr‘r denon
umhers involved at Sydney University were slightly down but up nn.!
fydnoy campuson, and there werc more high school gtudenys involvs=

rtainly in Melbourne in both Moy and Beptember the demonatrations
s pupport; in Muy 100,000 o rched, in September 50,000, This wne
londing role played in the movement in l.hr\*f yy by the leadérs of the
otorian branch of the AL P,whoy howevaer, ayiempt to confine the
conatitutional and parlismentarist limite.

P pxperiencs hns 8hown that fer the movement to take om masE Pro=
% it hnd to cemse to pe independent and drop 118 extra=parlinmentory

The leaders of the Meratorium recognised this - in their practice at
Tpke the pehaviour of the New South Wales seoretariat on the question of
ying for & police permit. In May the georatariat had informed the police
the plans to yake the Sydney streets and the Town Hall intersection,
-gn-..a the Pollop Goumlssionor, and then goneé merrily ahead, In geptanber they
,qﬂlmptld the aamé approach but the Police Commissioner refused ko play ball
and threatened to ampsh the gemonetration if the secretarint did not apply for
a police pormit to maroh and submit to police superv yaion, The lender of the
Parliamentory wing of the AL.P. in N.8.W., Pat Hille, ghrentened to dissocinte
himeelf rfom the march unless the seoretariat applied for a pernit. Acoording-
1y the pooratarint applied for a permit, That it was tgranted’ in A very
roatriotive form, and that Mister Wills denouncad the mapch anyhow, i@ now
history. Hut the point is that the N 8. W gecratarint recognised that 1f the
demonstration was to be more than & hard-gore vanguard nanifestation, if it .
was to get o mepeurea of wass supporty ghen AdkaFe pneutrality (ub the very least )|
and “aonuti;umional“ vehaviour were necessary.

ﬁvnn in the universities the mass support for the Moratorium has
depended on 1iveral and roformist leadership, on pacifism, and emphagis on &
non=violanoe" and legality of the movements

8o much for the 1ndapandant-utrn—pml:.a::mutary-mnu-mnvoment to
which explicdt internnticnaliam Was sacrifioced cevere

put why did the pourgeoinie and its Biate act agoinst this movement?

ngffieial! gxplanntions phout onsuring the flow of traffic need not detain us.

Wwhile loonl polivical factors in Sydney and Melbourne were important, they do
not supply us with an explanation of this notion=wide aperation.

1t was that element in the Moratorium movement of what the French emll
wgontestation” which congernred the pourgeoisie and the State. It 18 the iden
of demands backed LY rising uass action to get thelr {mplementation, which was
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f socze?y will be revealed; with the beginning of
in adva'nic of which no significant revol-

problems o
on in the party

.cuntrgl
5t formation will emerge.

_uently revolutionary Marzists give eritiecal support to the
its pursuit of electogal victory over the Liberal-Country ?;;r‘w
nt. Further, revolutionary cadres need to be integrated in y

+ as conformists, tut to constantly enunciate the transitional
mative, and %o ke in the position to effect the natural junct-

s left wing for the clash inevitably proceeding from the differ-
d to. It cannot be over-emphasised that there will ke no
mciation of the Lakor Party during the whole preparatory period
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oratorium 1s A united fronmt OTEAar isation
which orgenises large cemonstrations around the slogans
of immediate withdrawal of hustralian and imperialist
military aid to the Saigon regime and of an immediate end
to conscription (uhich operates in a limited form in

Australia.

1) The Australian jut
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As the contending forces in Am-
man were rushing nng toward
undisguised civil war, a little:noticed
event took place farther north in Ir-
hid, the second-largest city in Jor-
dan. There, Al Fatah commandos
proclaimed o “liberated” area and et
about creating the first revolutionar

city-state in the Middle Eust. On hind
to witness the birth of this Palestinian
soviet was Newswiek's Loren Jenkins.
His report: | 3

~ Manxist fringe, But most outside ob-
servers hﬁ;’ = b,:m}"i
tionary sloganeering as Il astiul
rattle of coffeehouse intellectuals.
Rﬁm’ what happened in Irhid last
weck, no one can afford to sneer. The
actual take-over of the ramshackle
trading community of 150,000 £m1=
occurred two wecks ago while Jor-
danian authorities were busily trying
i undreis of hijacked pas-
sengers held at nearby Dawson Field.
er Bedouin supporters of King Hus-
soin massacred 23 guerrillas fn an am-
ish near Irbid, local fedayeen—most
-mbers of Al Fatah and an
ist commando group called the
r Democratic Front for the
L n of Palstine (PDF)-
e Tas
comrades into the city and displa
them in front of lhuy main mosque.
b 1 were completely mutilated.”
one Irbid per_told me. “Some
had their m&mrh their in-
testines, ot t eyes gouged
out or had been dismembered.”
Siege: The reaction of the populice
was what the commandos had es-

msueudl-ldﬂ-goto

ings, But after

buildi But after the

M%Mwuﬂom@
t week, a

shed. Early
“people’s court”
ordanian Army officers to death,
all government troops had
retreated from the %l‘z. the
i were meaningless. -
emor of Irbid and several score of his
supporters who bad sought refuge in

hastily sum-
ned

“Liberated area's Palestinien commundos prepare to defend Irbid ju

the central military casern were pro-
vided with food and water by the
commandos and told that they woold
be allowed to leave if they surren-
dered their weapons to the Insurgents
and renounced their dllegiance 1o
King Hussein,
By midweek, when I amived in
, the city seemed surprisingly
calm. Shops were doing a brsk busi-
ness W}: were milling around
the fly- ed souk (market) or sip-
ping thick Turkish colfes in side-street
cafés. The only outward signs of
change were the heavily armed com-
mando patrols which ambled about
the city, often with a sheepish-loaking
policeman in tow to prove that the
guerrillas were willing to make their
peace with cooperative govemment
authorities. “Many of the government
poarle have been willing to work for
us for the good of the revolution,” a
young chemical engineer who claimed
to be the city's chief commissar told
me. “Sen for yourself huw nonnal the
situation s, We are now ruling here
and things are working better than

before.
ite the surface tranguillity
in Irbid, genuine revolutionury
activity was Tmng on behind  the
scenes. To replace the city adminis-
tration, the commandos set up on
every streel “peoplo’s committess,”
which in tumn elected members to
larger  district _committe These
groups, composed of con o com-
missars ay well us leading residents of
Irhid who suppost the Palestinian
cause, held ovening meotings to dis-
cuss such matters as the future ar
llnnnflhﬂdl{nnd reparations
its defense. Although they are
similar in structure to s

3 |_in__the
early days of the Russian Hevolution)
the committees seemed to ba a rela-

tively spontaneous response to local
events with no overt influence from
Maoscaw or Peking. “We have not had
enough time vet to crystallize our
thoughts,” a Syrian doctor who is a
member of one committee told me.
“Everything is moving so fast that we
just try to cope with things as they
come up.” Sl’eurh-. however, tha
Marxist Leaders of the Papular 10+
eratic Front were more cerfain about
where they were headed. “This week
you are seeing the birth of the first
Arab liberated area,” commented a
commando chief. “You eould call it—
and I prefer to call it=the Brst Arab
soviet.

Fight: Before 1 left [
ple's congress” met in t
city end resalved to bar all pro-gov-
cmment officials from the city and to
resist any attack by the Jordanian
Army. Toward that end, some 1,200
commandos hastily dug trenches along
the main routes of attack and set up
road blocks to control movement to
and from the city, “We aro preparing
to fight here until the end” sad Lt
Abu Kussai, a burly 30-year-old Pal-
estinian college uate who is in
charge of the o “We
are & poor nat
gle, but we are confident of victory.”

Hy the end of the
that confidence seemed somewhat
premature, There were reports of
skirmishes betwsen the commandos
and units of the Jordavian Army in
the vicinity of Irhid, And it scemed
only & matter of time belora the anmy
would launch a major assucht on the
Maraist stronghold. “IF [lussein is go-
ing to rule his country, he will have
to rotake Tebid,” eammented o West-
em diplomat based in Amman. “No
government can allow such a situation
to exist and still pretend to be &
Bovo ent.
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The decisive battle could not have been won on the basis of the
pre=1970 party congtitution which made it legitimate for anyone who
supported "socialisn (undefined) to hold a cerd and work inside the
party for aimg quite incompatible with the workers' interests or rights,
("Socialisn" could mean anything which anyone, at any time, has given
the label — the welfarc state, the ldbbuizim, nazism, the Soviet
travesty.) Nor can the struggle be won on the basis of the prosent
congtitution, which epells out the definition of "goeialiam' in such
fine detail ap to bo umorkeble as a eritorion for party membership,

A Bydney branch proposed to the 1970 Congrose that cards be issued
only to thoge who were prepared to declarc commitment to social owner—
ship of the national wealth, and vorkers' self-managencnt and political
democracy untrammelled by any exelusive social grouping. The effoct
would have been to rule off the agenda of inner-party debate any overt
atiacke on these things,and attempts to dofend any monopolisation of
human rights by any exclusive soeial grouping anyvwhere at any time, It
would have provided a political bagis for the expulpion of the Stalinists
and the development of a common strategy for Australian sccialist
revolution,

The 1970 Congress (and the present C.P.A. loadership) rejected this
as it rejected other demands which posed a threat to "conservationism" -=

the consensus which ineludes the Fraternal Brothers, The C.P.A. ias pay-
ing the price, and may yot have to hold a special congress to cxpel the
Stalinist wing and adopt aimg which open the way to a party based on the
best political currents of tho Australian left novement, a party
unmistakably committed to the conquest of political and economic power,
m]'f‘}ii full political and other human rights, by the worldng class and its
allics.

(1)For exauple,there is* ERTORE" MIILETAIY EE8%inent in the C.F. A
which is appalled by the monolithisu of the past and rejects
all 'harsh'mmeszsures sgainst anybody.A purely organisational
struggle repels 'libterals' without impelling them to consider

the pglitical necessities underlying the struggle.
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