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Editorial

As the 1970's progress it's bscoming more evident that there
has been a fundamental change in political and economic conditions
in western capitalist countries. It's not 8o obvious yet in Austra
lia, but even here despite the boom conditions the economy shows a
striking instability, 1In larger capitalist countries the economiae
lurch toward crisis and the working class reacts with massive
strikes of which the recent victory of the British miners is the
most obvious example. In some places, revolutionary groups are be-
ginning to make a real impact in the working class and play signif-
icant roles in the clashes.

In Rustralia the situation is not so developed. But the elect

%:n of a Labor government on the one hand, and the seemingly uncor -
ollable inflation on the other, present a very different picture
from the world of the 1960's. The next few years present a chal-
lenge to the working class and a series of opportunities for revo-
lutionaries. At this stage the Left's response is disappointing.

The Left is proliferating rather than growing. There are a
lot more political groups around than there used to be, but there
are no longer mass movements for them to operate with, and few
have made the successful shift to any sort of industrial activity,
Our organisation, the Socialist Workers' Action Group, has had some
Successes in its announced turn to the "hard slogging of industri-
al work"; nevertheless, at this stage we remain along with the rest
of the revolutionary Left as a tendency on the fringes of the work-
ing class movement.

Part of this weakness of the Léft can be explained by the ap-
parent (as distinct from real) stability of Australian capitalism.
But that is only part of the story. Another part is weakness of
political theory. A large proportion of the theoretical work done
even by those overseas writers whom we all busily import is more
description than analysis, more a registering of the growing insta-
bility of capitalism and the rise in worker militancy than a con-
vincing laying down of the path that can create a revolutionary
leadership in the working class.

Some seek shortcuts: in identification with stalinist regimes
which they romanticise; in the fanciful depiction of a "new van-
guard" of students or other groups outside the organised working
class; in accomodation to the labour bureaucracy. But the stalin-
ist regimes in Moscow and Pekin are as oppressive and exploitative
as capitalism and deserve to be smashed, not admired. There is no
substitute for the industrial working class as the key to revolu-
tion; and to mobilise that working class means a determined assault
on the labour bureaucracy, not an attempt to slip around it or ac-
comodate to it.

For these tasks we need a theory that is workmnnlikeltather
than glib or cbscure. We need an analysis of modern capitalism,
the keys to its postwar stabilisation and the pace and character
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The Elections

Part of the air of unre-
ality which surrounds the
current Federal election can
be explained by the fact that
neither of the major party
leaderships really wanted to
have it. The political com-
‘mentators both in the bourge-
ois press and the radical
publications have found it so
dtffiaﬂlﬁ'ﬁﬁ explain the rea-
‘Bons for the double dissolu-

. tion because they find it

hard to believe that such an
apparently declining force as
the Country Party could pre-
cipitate an election for
which there would appear to
be no real reason. The point
is that they could and did.
‘The reasens for the election
. become more apparent when one

. examines them in terms of

class forces. %

 Whitlam did not want a
double dissclution. If he
‘had he would have calied it
far earlier vthen the Opposi-
cion first started rejecting
crucial legivlation. But
Whitlam foun¢ a hosti'.e Sen-
ate guite useful. It ena-
bled him to zop out oa “rad-
ical" legislz:ion sugli as
Penal Clause reform '7..thout
having to fzoe the conse-
guences amony'st his :ppor-
ters, Whit gm's realy reply
to those sestions of Lis base
who did not |shage his com-
mitment to gipitalism was
“don't blame .me, I can't get
it through tlie Senate",

This is nxt to say that
Whitlam would not have 1! ked

Senate control...on his
terms., That of course was
what the Gair affair was all
about. Had Whitlam forced a
double dissolution on an is-
sue -- say the health scheme
-- he would lave been forced
involve his supporters in a
real campaign, which would
have raised all sorts of ex-
pectations that Whitlam could
not have met, The Gair ap-
pointment offered Senate con-
trol through manipulation. As
it is however the Whitlam
leadership has had a double
dissolution forced on them
and Whitlam's response is to
run a "Menzies-style" cam=-
paign -- all personalities,

no issues and no mobilisation.

The role of the parties of
big business during these e-
lections can be explained by
the confusion of business it-
self towards the current eco-
nomic situation. Australia
is going through a huge boom
with massive accompanying in-
flation at a time when the
aconomies of most capitalist
countries are contracting and
facing recession. The hoom,
which is unstable and unpre-
dictable is based on an arti-
ficial world commedity (mean-
ing mineral) shortage. A
large section of the capital-
ist class supported Whitlam
1972 because they saw him as
modernising the economy to
their benefit. To some ex-
tent the divisions amongst
capital are still between

|
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whatever. In fact Nixon

. piled up a phenomenal elec-

toral majority and appeared
to be at the peak of his ca-
reer, and in his success
American capitalism saw a
symbol of its own success
and stability...and of a new
conservative consensus in
U.5. politics.

In 1973, however, Dean's
revelations brought the
whole affair back into the
public eye with a bang. As
it became apparent that the
pPresident himself was in-
volved, an astonishing po-
litical transformation oc-
curred. Nixon's apparent-
ly so broad majority re-
vealed its extreme shallow-
ness. The conservative
consensus evaporated to be
replaced by a welter of
discontent., Americans sud-
denly remembered how much
they had always despised
Richard Nixon.

‘Americans remembered that
the cities were a mess,
that inflation had got
worse under Wion's incomes
policy, that they worked at
boring jobs uaider poor con-
ditions...or nore accurate-
1y, theyfound .'n Nixon a
focal point yfor all their
anger and fri:tration. Con=
sequently it lecame first
dangerous, tipn impossible
for any polit:cian to de-
fend Nixon.

ruling clajs was not that
he was a crook, but that he

|

The probSum for the

had lost credibility as a
political leader. In a
world of capitalist insta-
bility, the ruling class
needs an executive committee
that can repress working
class and other struggles
at home, and drive home the
"national interest" abroad.

After the Mid East war,
when Henry Kissinger had to
be brought in to manage the
ship of state; it was ob=
vious that Nixon had to go.

They did not want to im-
peach him. To rush hurried-
1y through impeachmant pro-
ceedings would looglk too mich
like capitulation to popular
outrage, while to grind slow-
ly through the whole process
would only intensify discon-
tent. The ruling class is
terribly anxious for him ta&
resign and has subjected him
to enormous pressvres for
months. But he is petulant
and refuses. For this act
of betrayal of his class,
the Awc=ican bourgecisie
hates Richai’ “fvon with a
bitter hatred.

So it must he impeachment.
The recent release of tapes
may slow the process but will
make it more certain in the
end. The Democwatic Party
didn't want to do it alone
for fear of being accused of
partisan backstabbing. So
finally the impeccably con-
servative Republican Senator
Buckley was induced to de-
nounce Nixon publically,
opening the way for a bi-
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Socialist Strategies in the ALP

by GREG MCCRAE

Trotsky in the Transitional Program under the heading *Against Sectariunism’ correct-
Iy lumps groups and individuals who refuse to accept the reality of Social Democratie
parties in the sume category as groups and individuals who propose “turning their backs
on the *old” trude unions’. *They remain indifferent to the inner strugele within reformist
organisativns - as if one could win the masses without intervening in g!!iu-ir daily strife!
Of course mere qnﬂlaliuns from sacred texts do not prove arguments, but in fact Trotsky's
anulysis of the pitfalls of sectarianism has been proven tragically correct over and over
again in the history of this country as well as in other Western countries in which Social
Demoeratic and Labor parties represent the daily political life and struggle to the majority
uf the working cluss. Therefure we work in the ALP because it represents the conseious-
ness of the working class at a political level (az distinet from an industrial level). There
are u number of differcnt methods of working inside a party of the working elass but
before discussing these it might be advisable to establish the Labor Party as a working
class party. )

Lenin in 1913, in a short article on Australia’s Labor government, argued that the
Labor Parly in Australia was in fact a petty-bourgeois party and i fact correspunded
to the Liberal Partics of England and Western Europe. This particular psmphlet of
Lenin’s i often hauled out and quoted both by Stalinists (in their sectarian phase)
sueh as the Maoists of sopie years ago, and also by certain Trotskyist seets who wish
tu justify their refusal Lo participate in the political struggles of the working class.

Dogmalism is characterised by a refusal to recognise changes in objeetive factors,
When Lenin analysed the ALP much of his argument was correel. However the split
of 1916 substantialiy attered the class nature of the Labor Party und the logic of Lenin's
pamphlel sugeests that had he not had better lh'mﬁs 1o oecupy his time than the po-
litical struggles of o yery minor eapitalist eountry he wonld undoubtedly have revised
his analysis of the Labor Party in Ausiralis. The role of the Communist Party in the
carly 1920' sugsests that in practise the Third International had repudiated Lenin’s
1913 document.

The Lubor Parly wos sel up and lead by eeaft unions and bush unions both of
which were petly bourgeois in their ideology and pagtially in their actual membership.
McQueen has privduced evidenee which suggests that many of the shearers were in fact
smull farmers who supplemented their ineome from otherwise unprofitable firms by
shearing for the gragiers during the appropriate season. Urban industeisl workers voted
Labor but not orly were they not represented in terms of candidates but more signil-
ieantly their wnio s played o subordinate role to the bush unions and crall unions in the
party machine. Although-Australia has been urbanised since the 1860's significant indus-
trialisation and gowth of the industrial unions did not really begin Gl the first decades
of the 20th Century. Billy Hughes as a pustry covk or George Pearce who was a carpenter
bifore he beesm: a cabincl wreeker were representative of the sort of trades that made
up Lubor's carly base.

This also i lps to explain ¢ Protestant and British Imperial chauvinist and partially
the racism of L. bor's political s:ance. It explains far more clearly the arbitration fetish
of the early Lﬁ!gar Party. Thus Lenin’s I913 characterisation of the Labor Party is sub-
stantially correct.

'
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of four of the challenges, but they are il useful examples For diksusaon. They are: '

1. The great strikes of the ninelics.

3. The conseription buttle of 1916,

3. The depression.

4 The Gommunist Party strikes agingt the Chifley government (Labor) 0 the
Tate 1940°s.

1 query all of these except yuybe (e depression as real threats in Australia. The
first i nol relevant beeouse of the very different nature of the warking clags (see ahove)
and beeause the strikes actually Jed 1o the formation of the Labor Parly. In the eon-
seription period. Uhe TWW represented the foree oulside the Parly and was able 1o erys-
talize the Tight againsl conreriplion. and maintained a position far o the Jeft of mere
upposition Lo mnscripliml...namely appusition Lo a bosses® war. 1t was at no stage |
able 1o lead the movement, which only achioved sucerss when taken up by the labor |
movement both inside and outside the Labor Parly. Inside the Labor Parly, it was led ]
by industrial militants Incking a revolulionry sonseiousness even at the syndicalist fevel
of the Wobblics, and so never got beyond seeing Hughes - rather than the system he
ropresented - as the enemy. 'e
|
|

The Depression is the most significant example, The Conmunist Parly, holding to
the worst form of Third Period Salinism, adopted the strategy that the eorreet oader- |
chip of the working elass vequired analysing the Labor govesnment as Sorial Farvist |
anéJ cngaging in class sirugmde against it (This often meant CP rank and file workers
thumping ALP rank and fike workers during arguments in pubs). When the Lahor
government wis foreed Lo atiack the working class. the Communist Party assumed the
working clasg would tum to it for leadership. instead the Seallin government (Federal
Lahor) was ittacked by the New South Wales govern ment (Labor) led by Jack Lang,

The CP's response was (o chracterise Lang as a left Social Fascist. In fact Lang's

racisl populism was probably closer Lo fascism than the pulitical position of Seullin’s
he only form of de-

government. Lang's plan stll appeared Lo the working class as 1
fenee being offered lLum. When Governos Sir Phillip Game dismizsed Lang from "‘:'.
fice a protest held in Moore Park was attended by 100,000 and 200,000 pr-upll-. Thi

at a period when Sy duey’s population wis only three quarlers ab a million pepresents
4 massive prreentage of Sydney

Vs working clas familics. All the Gommnnist Parly could
en with this movement wis leaflel from the sidelines, since (hey had played no feading
role in e preceding stroggle When Lang wenl to water (o . 1o b mare acenrale, re-
lived Lo the countey) and refused to fight, the waorking class wits 1eft Teaderless and de-
foneeless. The CP, not having been active in the Lang movement, could only say ‘we
told you so® and go on and elaim the Depression battle as a vielory beeinse they had
recruited membors.

*

The proper 1ok for socialists would have heen Lo be members of the Labor Party,
constantly placing demands on Long which would haye foreed him to fight or be: ex-
pumd, and when he refused to fight. they conld have appt'amd as the logical Teader-
ship of a struggle which they had been wagng alongside Lang from the beginning.

The strikes of the 40%, 1 think. represented a response {0 the attacks of the Cold
War, rather than a deliberate Communisl Parly challenge to the Labor lendership.
(Turner's view of this period is eoloured by Iis own membership of the CP at ¢ is |
time.) Even so, ax far as they were a challenge, the yonge they drew in the woerking |
class is insteuctive. The CP had the leadership of many of the lorge industrial nnions
(they also hud their largest party membership of any time in their history). Attacks
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have not ehallenged ite hold on the working class. The wiy one smushes Social Demo-

eraey s ot by recruiiing its imembers alove, bul also by sivipping it of s working class
allegiance. When a group splits or is expelled from the Labor Party, it shoudd take ihe

suppost of the most advanced eections of the class with it ’

I would argue that the method of enirism that should be, practised is to build up
an opposition inside the Labor Party. Not only with aim of building ones crganisation,
but also with the aim of creating an cpposition to the parliamentary and union bureau-
cratic leadership, It is as fmportani to get ones demands, strategies and program dc-

 cepled as it is fo recruit formal members, although recruits obviously will and should
he gained. Ope is not trying to move the formal leadership to the left, but one 1=
trying to push a formal epposition to the lefl, not with the aim of eventually replacing
right bursaucrats with lefl bureavcrats, bui with the aim af creating a split in the Lalor
Party which will allow & movement te defend and lead the working class to develep,
which will retain the Jeadership of the class. .

This is only possible if 3t the same time revolutionaries maintain their independent
ion outside the ALP, organizing at an industrial level. Thus the slogan we
ralsed during the 1972 Federal elzctions - to build s movement inside and outside the
Labor Party to fight the Labor leaders,

T Victoria, the Socialigt Left still has the potential to Le an altesnative leadership
in the real rather than the bureaueratic sense, n{thuug‘.l it will be a long struggl
transform the Sueialist Left. Part of the problems faced in the fransformation of the
SL spring fram the lotal ahsence of disciplined revolutionaries inside the AL during
intervention in 1970, which meant that there was no one there to effectively put a con-
ceplion of a Socialist Left opposed io those of the leaders,

As the Australian cconomy begins, in the next, period, to follow the tread of the
crisis-hound cconomies overseas, pressures on the working class will refleet themselves
ag prossures in the ALP. This would he true even in the unlikely event of Labor losing
the coming eleetions. Assuming Labor stavs in power, thew a real fight inside the ALP
involving ll%w warking elass is inevitalle. Revolutionary socialists mist he invulved.



Women in the USSR |
: Myth of Liberation by Janey Stone

‘Girls, for all your equality with us men, stay feminine, gentle and weak
(in the best Marxist sense of this concept).’ £ 8
- from u letter to Komsomalskaya Pravda, December 19701

~ The Bakhevik Revolution promised complete legal equality and economie emunei-
Euliu_m for women; the prosent government of the USSR and its supporters elaim it has
ceit achieved. Khrushehey elaimed in 1958 that:

Soviet women are held in great esteem..They have, not merely in words, bul also In 2

fact, equal rights with men In all areas of social and political life, &8 well as in practice.

Yet in the modern Soviel Union as well ws i the Eastern European countries,
attitudes like thuse expressed at the bead of this article are common: i the tame of
Marxism a very bourgeois concept of femininity” is expressed. Qeeasionally there are
official admissions 1o some ‘hackward views on women’s role and shorteomings in her |
- official position |

~ materin] position’.®  But usually this is explained away as a mere hangover, which will
- disappear in time.

This situation has presented many wonen’s liberationists who consider themselves
sociulists with a difficalt political problem. Should they not support the “socialist’
 countries? And yet as women’s liberationists can they defend societies where women
are oppressed? Many conelude that socialism has aothin o offer women; others solve
the dilemma by cophasizing the cole women play in the workforee and remark hope-
fully that things are getting betler.

“This article will argue that « souialist revolution offers the potential for women’s
liberations that the revolution i Russia began to realise it, but the revolution was
defeated and in its wake arose a new ruling class which remtroduced the institutions
fundamental to women's oppression - marriage and the family; that this was precisely
because these sociclies today ar not soeialisl in any sense.

FROM TSARDOM TO REVOLITION.
According .Iu Trarist law:

The wife is held to abey her Fusband, as the hesd of the family, to remaln with him
in love, raspect, umlmlrd obedicnee, Lo do him every favour and show him every af-
fection ai s housewife. \

Women i Psrist Russia conld own no p"H'"ly (including their wages) and conld
be jtalk\d for n.‘nniug away from their husbunds.”  Wife-beating wus oxplicitly allowed by
law i i

The nun Ber of wornen working in industry in Tsarist Russia grew during the carly
prart of the 26th Century, and partcalarly rgndly during the Fiest World War, Sinee H
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uesst Avmand, ; t
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Phe expericnee of the cary years of B USSR chows that The sers experienee of
revolintinnary nphicaval and transformabion. aud of extathlishing workers' democeacy were {
a grimantie forec i destraying e old witys of Bife. The Tonily Degan by disindegrate, :
The civil war and the Tation were abo partly responsible. Bt more tan this it
stepmmed Trom the changes in society . Tn Wikl Beieh's words

The patriarchal famity Is the structural and ideotogical place of reproduction of
every social order based on authoritarian prineiples. The abolition of the latler
automatieally undermined the institution of the family 14

The new sociely e Jonger needed e Bty Trotshy comupniel:

Nothing but inertia keeps the family itself from complete collapse....Pushes from
the outside are infinitely more likely to come now than ever before, That is the
teason why the family totters and fails to recover, and then tumbles again...
History fells the old wood and the chips {y in the wind. 13

There was a great deal of enthusiastic experimentation with
new life styles and sexual relations. Communes, free love, sex-
affirming education for children -- the youth in particular experi-
enced a sexual revolution. This appears to have also occurred
after the revolution of 1905.1

Sexuality was admittedly frequently brutalized, exploitative
and irresponsible. Guilt, ignorance, male chauvinism and autheri-
tarian attitudes were still widespread. The disintegrating family.
the terrible economic situation and the civil war -- all contribu-
ted to the confusion and chaos. Partly because of the insurmounta-
ble economic problems, the new childcare and laundries didn't ap-
pear, While they were encouraged to wark, many women found it im-
possible during the period of unemployment during the NEP. Thus
women largely remained economically tied to the family. 1In prac-
tice, ;the new sexual frecdem applied largely as a freedom for
men. "1

Millet attempts to explain the sexual chaos and subsequent re-
treat by the ideological failure of tho Soviet leaders, who imple-
mented a sexual revolution but failed to change attitudes. She re-
fers to Trotsky"s well known comment, "You cannot ‘abolish' the
family, you hzva to replace it."l1# Tt is true that the Bolshevik
theory was inzdequate. The sexual revolution that occurred after
the revolution was to many af the leadership unexpected and unwel-
come. Many wire.horrified at the "bourgeois influence on the

proletariat."4? Lenin's puritanism is well known.
However the eventual degeneration in the Soviet Union cannot

be explained zn these grcunds. The most pofound and sophisticated
theory in the|world woulé have been powerless to prevent the de-
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and customers were arrested). Persecution of homosexuals increased
including party purges. In January 1934 there were mass arrests
and in March, homosexuality between men was again made illegal.

The attack on abortion, while defended on eccnomic and popu-i
lation grounds, was also part of the enshrinement of "motherhood®,
It aimed as repression of sexuality and binding women to the fami-
ly. . It was accompanied by introduction of awards for mothers
of large families. Although abortion had been legal for over a
decade, backyard abortions were still:a problem in 1935, indica-
ting that the government had waged no massive campaign to educate
the masses of women, At the Congress of Liev in 1932, abortion
was attacked as "a sign of immoriaity" and "a mass means of de-
stroying progeny" which "prevents motherhood and often decreases
women's success in public life". Women had become so blatant ag
to unashamed of abortion and "considered it their legal right"}24

. In 1936 abortion was made illegal for the first child and in
1944 totally banned. One judge declaimed that in a socialist soci-
ety where there are no unemployed, a woman had no right to decline

ce in the the "joys of motherhood". "We have need of people" he continued,

igan far carlie: to which Trotsky answered as millions of women might have: "Then
was the clos- have the kindness to bear them yourselves."?25
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Marxism, in Millet's words, was "stood on its head":

"There are people who dare to assert that the Revolution
destroys the family; this is entirely wrong: the family
is an especially important phase of social relations in
the socialist society...0ne of the basic ruies of Commu-
nist morals is that of strengthening the familg."zO

The foreign Communist Eerties took up the cry:

"Save the family'!...It is a well.known fact that the

birth rate in Franceis decreasing at an alarming rate...
The Communists are confronted by a very grave situation.
The country which they are to revolutionize, the French
world, runs the danger of being crippled and depopulized.
...The Communists want to fight in defense of the French
family...They want to take over a strong country and a
fertile race, The USSR points the way. But it ls peces-
sary immadiately to take an active measure to save the
race,"?8

THE PRESSURES OF INDUSTRIALISATION

4
. Ehat orphan: THE PRESSURES CF INDUSTRIALISATION

wwith ths first Five Ye.r Plan, the Soviet Union entcrtq
the lony range economic political and strategic competi-

abolition l
tion with the advanced ccuntries of the West ,"29 1

@ discon-
ilitaristic. i

ier s During the 1930's the rapidindustrialisation and preparation for
war meant a nied for increased productivity. The number of males
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amen, 1, In segupations vequleling higher edogation or specialleed sag-
ol ol ondary education, women's partlepat fon In in the traditicnally aco=

QN Lno o gapted women's fleldey health and edugation, 1In 1964 wonen ware 49
paraent of students in apaeiallzad secendary eduoal fon, In lndus-
Who wero | trial subieets and agrioulture they were underrepresented (34 and,

37 pareent) while in health and sdugation thay wora overropresen=
tad (87 and B0 percent), This pattern is repeatod in higher adu
b1t N gational Lnatitutions, Thig bias has vemained cfsentially un-

e tin ghanged sinoe the 1920's,

Madicine has traditionally been a female osoupation in the
Lhay wo UHBR, Thus it is not surprlaing that it is a low-status, low-pald
ate thon profesaion, A doctor aarng only two=thirds the wage of a gkilled
B Ehe workay,?d The Flve-Year=Plan released in 1971 has a stated goal
BRUBniont | af ralsing the number of men in medieine and calls for a salary

BB (thooe o inoreane in both modioine and education, presumably te atbraot men
ol B into tha flelds,

Bven within thelr own fields, women are undarrepresented in
decinion~-making positions, Women are 73 percent of all faachers,
but 23 percent of sghool diregtors, They hold B8 pereant af jobs

0 the woil 3 in medieine and health, but enly 57 percent of posltions as head
pvaniont (o or chief,
(thowe W
Rra " The high=status professions in the physical solences and
Buse tachnology are male fields, This appears te be partly the result

of a gquota aystem, In 1964 at Moacow State University for axam=
ple, women wore 47 parcant of applicants to sclence faculties but
Lo o only 15 percent of acceptances.

In the peolitical arena, women are noticeably absent., Thay
ara 28 parcent of members of the Supreme Sovietd’, 21 porvent of
memboars of tha CP8U, !0 4 porecent of the Party's Central Committes
at the 24th congress’’ and nene of the Politburo,

) Thus women's entry inte publiec 1ife is as super=axploited
Yonty worker, discriminated against in all the high-atatus, better jobs

dega ! and having little representation in the upper eschelons of govern=
ay ment,

THE_FAMILY AND ¢H1LDREN

deai In the home, women still “"reign supreme”, i.o. retaln respon=
S the (o uwibility for housework and ahlld-gare. Women spend 19 to 20 morae
b Whero (1 hours a weak on housahold ehorea than men. 17 Man have more lai-
Bhfuts, sure time and got nearly an hour more sleep amnght. L
portant ! Public facllities sush as restauranta, laundries and child-
in th gare remain totally inadejuate == in part they are the caupaltios
not along with othep commoditles of the emphasis on industralization
aver oo and armg production, Chi deare facilitiecs can agoomodate only

31 g“ocnt of tha childrey 4n relevant age groups,’? The publie
doesn't regard them very 'avourabley: 66 percant of mothers of
ob snrolled ohildren said thoy sent thaie ohildran aimply because
for o they had no gri ndmothar o sultable nolghbour at home, Only 23.7
percent enyollod their el 1dran bogauge the publio kindorgarten
provided bette; "social uj hringing". 9
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The conflicts between the official claims eof equality and

the reality of oppression are explained away here by timeworn
cliches about women's instinctive pesivity and contradictoriness.

The effects of reactionary family policy can be seen most
clearly in the most backward parts of the USSR. 1In Soviet Cen-
tral Asia before the revolution women, as in fiany Muslim coun=
tries, were virtual slaves. The women's organisations in the
area were responsible for helping women to remove their veils and
participate in social life. They didthis against great resis-
tance from men, ineluding social ostracism and murder.44 Today
this is still a backward region, where the life expectancy is
less than that of men (the opposite of the norm for industrial
countries). That this should still be the case today, Jan Myrdal
argues, "has political and social roots in today's society”. He
continues:

“The situation of these women =-=- a worn reproduction
apparatus -- is wholly unworthy of a society which has
declared itself socialist....Traditions do not live out-
side society. Women's liberation in Turkmenistan has
been slowed down. In Turkmenistan the reactionary fami-
1y policy which has reigned in the 5oviet Union for the
last two decades as an expression of the interests of a
privileged group...nas kept artificial life in certain
of the bad old traditions from the feudal epoch...Even
sp, this Soviet family policu did not have very serious
consegquences until economic developments in Turkmenistan
gave women an objective chance of achieving equality. 45
Then -- and only then -~ did the bars become barriers.”

CONCLUSION

The USSR and the Eastern European countries of today, authori-
tarian, bureaucraticelly ruled and bound to the family as they are,
offer women no more liope of liberation than does the profit-seekinc
anarchy of capitalisi. Because of its different history and cul-
ture, it was not possible to deal with China in this article; how-
ever I regard the social system there as not fundamentally dif-
ferent from that in the Soviet Union, nor are women there more lib~
erated than in the Soviet Union or the West.

No country in the world today provides us with a model for so-
cialism or liberation. But the events surrounding the Bolshevik
revolution show clea:ly that a proletarian revolution transforms
society radically anc <emoves the pressures maintaining the

family, the core of wymen's oppression. That new oppression for
women came with the revolution's defeat only underlines the need
for a new and successtrl socialist revelution, in the USSR as in
the West., I

1



'1.!"?Illlllllllllllll-l-l--_ "

4,
5,
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

11.
124
14.
15.
16.
17.
18,
19,
20.
21.

22,

23,
24,
25,
26

27

28,

Konsomolskaya Pravda, gquoted from Current pigest of the Sovie
Press, Vol. XIX no 1, by Marilyn Power Goldberg, Women in thet
Soviet Economy, in the Review of Radical Political Ecenomics,
vel IV No 3, July 1972, p.69

pravda 15/3/1958 quoted in Summy, Theory and Praxis ofSexism in
the Soviet Union, in Refractory Girl no 5, Spring 1873, p. S

d Pullai (Hungarian Party official) .in World Marxist Review,
Nov., 71 (?) guoted in Jardine, A Pentury of Liberation, in Red
Rag No 2, p. 22

Caroline Lund, introduction to Trotsky, Women and the Family, P.9
Goldberg, op. cit. p 61
Lund, op. cit. p.4

%lise Holt, introduction to Alexandra Kollontai, Sexual Relaticns
and the Class Struggle, Falling Wall Press, Bristol 1972, p. 1ii

Holt, op. cit. p. iii
Lenin, The Emancipation of Women, International Publishers 1572, [

Klara Zetkin, Lenin on the Woman Question, Internaltion Publi-
shers, 1934, p. 16.

Zetkin, op. cit. p. 17

Trotsky, op. cit. p. 20

Wilhelm Reich, The Sexual Revolution, Noonday Press 1962, p. 157
Leon Trotsky, op. cit. p 16

Reich op. cit.

Kate Millet, Sexual Pelitics, Avon Books, New York 1971, p- 170
Trotsky op. cit. p-. 37

guoted in Trotsky, ©p. cit. p. 16,

Reich, op. cit. p. 246

Erica bunn & Judy Klein, Women in the Russian Revolution in
Women, & Jcurnal of Liberation, Summer 1970, p. 26

A, 5. Makerenko, A Book for Parents, Moscow 1954, guoted in
punn & Klein, op. cit. p. 26

Trotsky, op. cit. p. a8

Reich, op. cit. p. 229

quotes from Reich, op. eit. p. 199 and 206
Trotsky, o3. cit., p. 40

reprinted fn Nicholas Timassheff, The Great Retreat, Dutton,
New York 1246, gquoted i n Millet op. cit. p. 175

L'Humanite 31/10/35, gquoted in Reich, op. cit. p.177



g TR T Sy

ﬂnaﬂ_ .-Hjﬂ/.
o1 Surddde ame apdoad |
Sumold pur afiw] plEOM [e8F Atj U
yqt Sunou ypaom sty imou ym ng
- ann Aqumesad Sty - N ) sRumf]
U gsaaquT Jo Mualnsal PRI R
uo Gi m:Emwo £ ajAjs pooMA[IoH js5anay
wr Kpeyd 1w yung gsw oug joes
aepnonand sTyy 3w readde 31 saop Aym
a1, IS1BI0%q,, A} INOqe R 0] Wano
o wonEanb jurpeduon Eom

TS [RANSAI Hyy
_ﬂnah-u —uvu.um HHZJM.—H..- h-.qu _m. sn
au *“(aserqdered ayp asifiog a nod
JU) Xrepg ayH Inq - Ajapos [TLolPETIAS
10 a3wIs Y} jo soydeya S s
puw 1020 B 2w Aanjq - ajemzIR a5
SJoquIAS §31 ssa[AlauoN M Auap ppnos
Knurg uzss ji pastudns oq poos 1
i 1qNDp O €1 AT STy JO LWL
Arpuorjoras g 1, JF0IOXT YT,

auo aoyIey Ay} Luo

SASTIRUIEIP WL A3 ING ‘WSPIOXD

10 2311 ystmaf e ospe ST atayy ympy
wyy Ay wn Fnsewd wr pauonua st
i sisaud ooy A vy A e
83019y OM] AYJ, °, JOSTAPE [RIULPIY,,
# 3o Lyoedes aip w Funam wag

ur sysanad api-ang

“SuBuagdn o

§

-08Y3 B §7 1] 1 UBLUNY 8501
20m; O3 &N am sasmesedde asoyi jo
21e35 A} Aq pue - pajeuTopad ahey
suosess [RANI[ND PUT [EDLIOISTY JOJ 1RH1
srea; renonsed ey) Aq pauruLEIap
uasq shem[e aaey dn uexel sey UeleS
10y soP[d pue wioy menansed eyr

‘woop Jo 3y (IRIIUEIEUn SUESW
MOU AQ ING) MaT Y] PUE NAP Jo
‘uonEIIUNE JO I23] ‘UMOUNUD M)

"549a) AUUOSRAIUT SOUW JN0 $§ J30]

: ssd auqs go sypdap ayy o

uassun uns oy ‘ssej? jo aued v o des
AN pursL 2y} fjo uni 10U op 8

ioqne jo spiodan ApEp ayy

-auadxa aunfiaag pur ureg 2w
SIPOqUIA AP FAUNIAUL UBUIIY ]

“ejeg 1datuod AjqEsn §

QW00 JSRA] ¥ T YIM [BIP 0 Jalses
apwur 106 Ju s ‘Saenbopeuw uzming
2ATSSHLY J0 UDRUILIP lfy G4o0sqR

oy agqe usaq sey 3y (a7 eyl stamod
adopoaty ayy A smpy pareniadad
pun) utio) paruosted up dupspes A5
“manh jo uIod ajqRIRU[AA puR [RpEa)

ol Ay} wiol .msgm.ua.

a @ g o

a 8




100 M g
ayy ypm Surquad

aye)

sH m.umuln. .;3:_ y “»:n PRALAINS
1 0y S2mSea ...u_d.:?u_._

fun__:m-.-u 1 -h:-—..- ® :-u;: o JLHu_.mu B /..
ury aape] v je seaddeas fs smos
Mou ) Spans A Wyl JaquIaWal puw
It 10 20l 3] JOU 830D OYM I ST
ysiong (ng cssed jsnw popue aseyd

B A[UO ST STY] “Paandns jou I 3

- 2e8 ap daoa, v st
10X M., - [PISA[A2 pur qurasomb
o ut §f leseyepy nun

= .:1.,;_....,_
u__ SpyEn e st s

umypadng sy Fuede

wnipgadng sy Auo (7))

) 01 yoRq 198 () ‘[RIOR

: 1 pdwaye pagssa0ons

o “afgEpun
Sa)REIad WY Y[,

AEY 03 SWITE[2 oym auoluts

Jseyrep ‘jssdaap sy U1 'spujld mai)
ojur dsap Aem s11 422 M gorym
Jonoy jo joquds A1ybru e spmoxd
fiiM ,,1s10J0Xg,, 341 ‘(11 Jo ulejdwoa
SISHINSO0 UsAs) JNO20 a3y} SiSspu
21y UOIST[ap pie AJUeiejreyd sy

o1 a[qeiaurna ame oym apdosd Jo3

“youq yanng aq ues Aay] ‘umeg pue
spazoq eling s 1ng - pios pue JyEnog
U2 [jr SPY 11 - )R PUE 2MEIP CYIE)

‘anoj ueumy 1oj Fumnado ou jpap sey L3amos
_ﬂnaa_huﬁ.—. U0 [FUOHRL S SIDIEY  UOLI
-Saoar 2wos uamd 1e9; 1@ <t samod sp pur

epradsas mou v saanbor unn—-n :

BAIM Y 353

B Y% 0} Sumuaun so apqEIn

I SAElE unwnyg puey

Spury b.-gaa Mo _n!.:%—:m

.L;.d..: e e

winy s juod ) : m jou ppnom

PInos e ;::: E

pue u 13} [FI2Os

Hd_..—ﬂ:_\:;fﬁw N tﬁ 0} T__. "M m—._ﬂ.—__l:h;l‘w.‘-
ayy pue rimpensajasd ayj tjno

Hnpgeagosd p
JISI wing feAls o

Y1 o v
st sdeapaod ay sigm An '
UO BRI
LR | 1M nn
msaf s <nelg e = asany
EUITEEt By
1 PANIWINS A[I2A[D [IB SUOTSEnAL
ug JhiE CpanEl Xos “paser Jung

¥, SWEIDS
ays ‘paa p =i uay g
£ j0 pua Y] YIIM SPaRE Apoojg 0}
M—Qﬂﬂm__.n .dﬂ.:m— .._..w_.— ﬂ—-_-—mﬂ——. —.:.:.nn_.r LIy o
WO IDE] AN YUY Sy .__s. pue
«IW PNy, (D104 sEW resd v o
moys 2 avey by st Aaud s aprei
mﬂﬂﬁ-ﬂu&?si «n._u yiaum o o-.m_

‘sauy Byjo
ur 3 Ew EYf A9 aY - uone
g




tha
CTION GROUP

published ¥
oy 3065

SOGIALIST
Q. Box

Y.
tel 347—2310
ral conment the respons

ck Stes Fitzro¥y

JORKIRS Al
187, FiteX

amith, 306

ipility of G-

Flecto
Brunawi






