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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In Search of a Sustainable Definition

Sustainable development promises to be-
come the environmental caich-phrase of
the 1990’s. It also promises (o become a
political slogan wielded by the different
sides of the environmental debate.

For this reason many environmentalists
are suspicious of the term itself. Indeed the
ACF has chosen to use the phrase ‘ecologi-
cal sustainability’ to underscore its beliel
that human society can only be sustainable
in the long-term by conserving the envi-
ronment. In spite of this uncertainty of
meaning, the fact that the concept of sus-
tainability has moved to the centre stage of
political, social and economic debate is a
very significant measure of the environ-
mental movement's success.

Definitions abound for sustainable de-
velopment. The World Commission on
Environment and Development (the
Brundtland Report) defined it simply as
“development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability
of future generations 1o meet their own
needs ..." This definition contains two key
concepts: ‘needs’ (in particular the essen-
tial needs of the world's poor to which
overriding priority should be given); and
‘limitations’ which arc imposed by the
state of technology and social organization
on the environment's ability 1o meet pres-
ent and future needs. The WCED report
also emphasized that sustainable develop-
ment was a process of change in which
painful choices would have to be made and
that its ultimate success depended upon
political will.

A cursory reading of newspaper cover-
age of recent months indicates that in
Australia ‘sustainable development’ has
been interpreted to mean almost whatever
suils a particular interest in the least *pain-

ful’ way. For example, the Australian
Mining Industry Council believes that
sustainable development involves the re-
laxing of mining and exploration restric-
tions on national parks. At a more sophis-
ticated level, politicians, from both ends of
the political spectrum in Australia, main-
1ain that sustainability is only possible in
the context of continued economic growth.
They point to the Brundtland report to
support this view.

Ecologists on the other hand believe that
economic growth which entails further
expansion in resource consumption is
unsustainable and that we need to redefine
our societal objectives in terms of qualita-
tive growth in human welfare whilst
achieving a decline in the level of material
resource consumption .

In this context environmental groups
around the world are now asking how do
we deal constructively with the sustainable
development debate; how do we ensure
that the focus is on ecological sustainabil-

D cartoon Patrick Cook

ity? Andhow will we avoid losing political
momentum for reforms in the environ-
mental arena whilst actively paricipating
in what must be a complex and time con-
suming process o achieve ecological sus-
Lainability?

Just as a domestic political debate over
‘sustainable development’ is unfolding in
Australia with the Federal Government's
[& Lo community di 8,4
huge international process is building
momentum to ensure a full United Mations
General Assembly debate in Brazil in
1992, The UN Conference on Environ-
ment and Development promises to be of
immense, if not unparalleled, politcal
significance. Timed to occur 20 years after
the Stockholm UN conference on environ-
mentin 1972, (and, incidentally, 500 years
after Columbus began a process of Euro-
pean colonization which ecological rami-
fications may be felt for millennia to come)
UNCED 1992 will become the focal point
for a host of intemational problems and
issues surrounding development, poverty,
and the environment.

Although the importance of the UNCED
1992 debate is not denied by many in the
environmental movement, there is a con-
cemn that by becoming too deeply involved
in the process, the movement could lose
valuable momentum on issues such as cli-
mate change, the race to stop destruction of
the rainforests and a wide range of other
issues. The sceptics point Lo exercises such
as the World Conservation Strategy and
the National Conservation Strategy for
Australia as examples of processes which
produced little fundamental change in
spite of the input of much time and energy.
On the other hand however, the opeming up

continued page 5

SUSTAINING THE 1990s

ACF has launched an appeal for the development of a “Greenprint for the Future”.

We need your support.

Please give what you can and encourage others who may wish to support this vital campaign.
§cm! 3mlr donal‘zun 1o ACF's appeal, o Sustain the 1990s, 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, 3065.

tel: (03) 416 1455 [toll free (008) 3

38 928] for credit card facilities.
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How can we stop the greenhouse juggernaut ?

Greenhouse Energy Strategy
Sustalnabie Energy Developmenti for
Australfa.

By Deni Greene Consulling Services
Areport prepared for the Federal
Department of Ars, Sport, the environment,
Tourism and Territories

February, 1950

‘Until now, most scientific and technologi-
cal work on the greenhouse effect has
involved monitoring and computer model-
ling the earth’s atmosphere and exploring
the impacts of climate change on the
weather, on society and on plants and ani-
mals. A recent report prepared for
DASETT by Deni Greene Consulting
Services offers a refreshing change in tack
by exploring the opportunities available in
Australia for reducing carbon dioxide
emissions and hence slowing down green-
house warming.

The ACF’s Forward Plan proposes that
Australia achieve a 20 per cent reduction in
carbon dioxide emission by the year 2000,
moving to a 30 per cent reduction by 2015,
based on 1988 emission levels.

But using traditional assumptions, the
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and
Resource Economics (ABARE) has pro-
jected that our carbon dioxide emissions
would actually be 53 per cent greater in the
year 2005 than in 1988, This would involve
burning up annually an additional 13,000
million litres of automotive fuel and build-
ing additional power stations with general-
ing capacity of 20,000 megawatts.

How can we stop the juggemnaut?

In the short term, the cheapest and fastest
method of reducing carbon dioxide emis-

O Deni Greene Consultancy Services

sions is increasing the efficiency with
which we use energy. With sensible plan-
ning, energy efficiency can buy us enough
time to implement renewable energy
SOUTCES.

Deni Greene takes the ABARE scenario
as given (although she is rightly eritical of
the forecast) and calculates the energy use
and carbon dioxide emissions in 1988 and
2005. She then applies improvements in
efficiency and fuel substitulions and calcu-
lates the energy use and carbon dioxide
emissions in a new energy cfficient sce-
nario for 2005.

For this scenario, energy use in 2005 is
36 per cent below the ABARE levelin the
same year and 4 per cent below the 1988
level, Carbon dioxide emission in 2005 1s
46 per cent below the ABARE level and 19

per cent below the 1988 level. The annual
cost of the energy efficient scenario in
2005 is $6,520 million [ess than that of the
ABARE scenario,

Clearly there is no need for new electric
power stations between now and the year
2005. In a nutshell, it turns out that for
every $5 we spend on improving energy
efficiency, we save over $15 which would
‘have been spent supplying energy. Mare-
over, we reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by over one tonne. The benefits of a sub-
stantial effort in the short term (over 3-5
years) are much greater than those of a
piecemeal effort over the longer term.

‘The development of nationwide energy
efficiency effort will produce new indos-
tries and many new jobs. In this way, and
by reducing the importof petroleum, it will
also improve Australia’s balance of pay-
ments. It will reduce environmental pollo-
tion, reduce disease and health care costs
and improve national security.

The report contains a wealth of informa-
tion but not all this information is easily
accessible to non-technical readers. And
while measures to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions are outlined in the report, their
individual contributions to the reduction of
carbon dioxide emissions are not given.

Nevertheless, the report is a major re-
source in the debate over greenhouse
strategies. It should be followed up with
the rapid implementation of the most cost-
effective measures while more detailed
studies with a wide range of scenarios are
conducted.

Mark Diesendorf
Program Co-ordinalor, Global Change

from page 3
of & structured debate on sustainability
provides an unprecedented opportunity ©
develop new social and political institu-
tions and policy frameworks that could
assist in fundamentally resolving the
world’s environmental crises. From this
perspective the failure of the enviroi-
mental movement Lo play a central rolc,
either through a conscious decision or
simple oversight, would be disastrous.
The ACF is commitied 1o playing an

active role in the sustainable development
debate and to working out the most effec-
tive strategy for its involvement. An ACF
discussion paperon ecological sustainabal-
ity is being produced which will atiempt 1o
setdirectionson the issues surrounding the
debate. From the Foundation’s perspecuve
one of the fundamental challenges is 0
develop policies which could set Australia
on a socio-economic trajectory designed Lo
bring our society inlo an ecologically sus-
tainable relationship with our environ-

menL
The Foundation's discussion paper,
when released, will be open for comments,
suggestions and constructive criticisms.
Bill Hare
Research and Policy Analyst
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While the rest of the world is weighing up |
the problem of how to reduce its output of
gases, Weslern Australia is
g 10 coal-fired power stations for its
future encrgy needs.

Environmental reports for proposals o |
establish coal-fired power stations at Col-
liein WA's south-west, and at beautiful Mt
Lesueur, 250 km north of Perth, have been |
recently released.

Meedless Lo say, most of the prized areas

 of the Mt Lesueur region, an area widely
acknowledged as of world class conserva-

~ tion value, would be irreparably damaged
~ by an open-cut coal mine and power sta-
- TheCollieenvironment faces asimilarly
future trying to live with what would
second coal-fired power station in
Already much of the surrounding
farest is showing signs of stress due
down of the water table. Local
are suffering as flyash precipila-

C 10 be fitted 1o half of the

existing station stacks.

i The protection of Mt Lesueur has been
identified by the ACF as a priority in the
Forward Plan. The area has been recog-
nised for its immense biological diversity
since the 1950s and has been consistently
recommended for National Park status
since 1974. Because of deposits of low-
grade coal found in the region, this recom-
mendation has been consistently blocked
by the mining lobby.

The proposed Mt Lesueur National Park
boasts seven gazetied rare and endangered
species of plants among over 800 species
| l_‘ound within its boundaries. An astonish-

ing 10 per cent of WA’s total number of
plant species is represented in this area of
12 km x 24 km! The fauna population is
accordingly diverse.

Quite apart from the destruction that
these coal-fired power station proposals
stand to wreak on unique environments in
WA, the serious question of greenhouse
responsibility must be addressed. Both

WA opts for “dirty” industry to meet energy needs

proposals intend using conventional (ie
old) coal-fired technology, with the usual
minimum emission standards.
The coal lobby, (both wathin govem-
ment and private enterprise) have at-
| tempted t0 convince conservalionists that
there are no viable allernatives to coal o
| fulfil future energy needs. WA has never
| implemented an encTgy conservation pro-
| gram. Such a program could delay the need
| for new power stations for a considerable
| period, whilst making better use of energy,
| protecting unique ecosysiems, saving
| money and helping to alleviate the green-
| house problem.
| Write and remind the WA Premier,
| Carmen Lawrence, (c/- Capita Centre, 197
| St George's Terrace, Perth, 6000), that
i WA has a responsibility 1o the rest of
Australia and the world to reduce its output
| of greenhouse gases, and urge her 1o reject
[ these “dirty” proposals.
Neil Blake
| State Co-ardinator, WA

vy needed to encourage
ycling of newsprint

and kerbside collection schemes in many
municipalities have collapsed. The major
cause of this glut is that there is no facility
anywhere in Australia to turn newsprint
back into newsprint. (Australia is one of
the last countries to make all its newspa-
pers from virgin wood fibre.) Australian
Newsprint Mills (ANM) has recently an-
nounced its intention to build a de-inking
plant for used papers in Albury (NSW) but
this will not begin operation until late 1992
at the carliest

In the meantime, the most likely way of

usesmore than 650,000 tonnesof
t every year. Add to that maga-
junkmail and cardboard and we, asa
generate more than 1 billion tonnes
-grade’ paper waste annually.

lhis paper causes (wo major environ-
problems: firstly, a massive dis-
problem and secondly, a huge de-
on forest resources.

vious solution to both these prob-
tarecyclethis low-grade paper. The
unity has responded well to this
aver the past 2 years by collect-

The economics of exporting now meana
small subsidy is required. (Many local
government authorities are already subsi-
dising their paper collection schemes.) The
Victorian Govemment proposed 2 53 a
tonne export levy be inroduced across the
newspaper publishing industry but this
was rejected by the publishers.

The ACF has therefore called on the
newspaper indusiry 10 support the levy
proposal or describe an altenative solu-
tion. If no response is forthcoming by June
30th, we urge consumers to begin to scale
down their purchase of newspapers. In the
meantime, ACF members are urged o
write letters to major newspapers. These
caneither be sent to the proprigtors or o the
editor (for publication).

Pater Allan
Stala Co-ordinatar, Viclaria

solving the supply and demand problem is
to export the waste paper (0 countries such
as Indonesia and the Phillipines where de-
inking facilities are already operating. Un-
fortunately the glut is worldwide and ex-
ports from North America has driven the
price on world markets down substan-
tially.

er increasing amount of paper for
Unfortunately, industry’s ca-
to recycle paper has not increased

ngly. (Several recycling plants
n been closed down after industry

re now an estimated 50,000 ton-
paper stored around Melbourne

How many trees make a

New York Times?

The answer Is on page 12 - but you
won't want to read another unrecycled
paper again once you Know.

WE NEED RECYCLED NEWSPRINT!

CONSERVATION NEWS, Juna, 1990 - ?



ubsidi
rural population and own 35
land. T believe this is becy,
the land and their ability o Provig
! l’undsdonntgencmllymim,,:ih'
are. guidelines which fayoy, 1l ‘-IU
inal land use models, G
tly, only one Aboriginal gy,
d any success in obiaining n g,
B. This is the group cenired oy 11,
Ikus Aboriginal Resource Cony,
ennant Creek which is the Lll’lntipl;-
council and resource agency in
, Tanami and Nicholson River re
of the Northern Territory. The J AR
deare group represents 80 per cent of
ural papulation of the region and gyne
nds of square kilometres of Jang
d 18 degraded but not throug)
inal use. Even 50, it took wo years
pme institutionalisd and cultural
tion to obtain funding,
ocking the Territary
are very strong and long standing
nts for completely de-stocking
the Northern Territory. Despitc a
’ﬁgﬂy of evidence that identified
ng as a principal cause of soil
and pasture degradation, stock
“have increased in some areas b
g the levelsinthe early 19705, and the
ory Government still maintains s
imum rather than maximum stocking

Perceny
15¢ thejr

that soils in the arid region are
poor, deficient in phosphate and
nutrients, have nil effective level of

on (Edwards,1988) and are highly
e, it i clear that in many degraded
tocking levels should be mini

bilitation Costs
the then Federal Department 0!
ment, Housing and Communily
nent did a collaborative sty
that 203,000 square kilomelre f
land required mechanical et
restore land 1o a stable form and @
000 square kilometres required
in management practices f
of the meehanical rehabilit?t”
ed areas is up 1o $30 per hecl™
rices (Keetch 1979). Spread 0ve”

200,000 square kilometres, that could
amount toa total costof $609 million in the
Territory alone, not allowing for any fur-
ther degradation since 1975,

The costs and efficacy of the
Government's NSCP must also be consid-
eredinthe contextof the marginal nature of
theentire pastoral industry in the Territory,

Historically, the industry has benefitted
from a range of public and hidden subsi-
dies, including fuel and freight subsidies,
cheap rents (as low as a few cents per
square kilometre), drought relicf, land
clearance subsidics, grants and cheap
loans,

Although some of these have been
stopped many continue and recently the
BTEC assistance and NSCP grants have
become new forms of subsidies.

If these direct and indirect subsidies
were removed, and the industry had 1 pay
allits costs, most pastoral properties would
become uneconomic,

In the Northem Territory, the pastoral
industry occupies 50 per cent of the total
land area but generates only 5 per cent of
the Territory GNP, Employment and pro-
ductivity are low. Only 264 people are
employed in the Alice Springs pastoral

district, Stocking rates are as low as one
animal per square kilometre,

With such low productivity the eosts of
improvements, such as fencing and more
watering points, which would improve
environmental management, are beyond
the capacity of most pastoralists,

Apart from the subsidies which the in-
dustry receives, it pays few of its real costs,
No account is taken of environmental
costs, social costs (suchas dispossession of
Aborigines) and opportunity costs in as-
sessing the viability of the industry.

If a proper cosybenefit analysis of the
pastoral industry were undertaken in re-
mote areas, it is certain that the NSCP
would be seen (o be propping up a damag-
ing and uneconomic industry.

The Federal Government's Landcare
and NSCP program has not addressed the
issue of which land should not be in pro-
ductive use at all, nor have land use condi-
tions been placed on land users in receipt of
funds.

Re-think Landcare

Effectively the Government program
1o giving icp li

subsidised spades to plant a few irees in

one area while the same pastoralists con-

tinue to work flat out destroying the land a
few kilometres away,

To be truly effective, the NSPC funding
and all other Federal grants and subsidies
should be dependent on covenants which
tl‘.mnpcl State Governments and pastoral-
ists o remove damaged, fragile or mar-
ginal land from exploitative use, That
means that in some parts of the Northern
Territory, the pastoral industry should be
phased out completely.

I believe the ACF should be a prime
mover in this process by insisting that all
land be subject to a land capability assess-
ment. This would undoubtedly bring the
Foundation into conflict with groups rep-
resenting pastoral interests, but it must be
recognised that whilst pastoralists and
conservationists share many common
concerns, many pastoral landuse practices
are incompatible with ecological sustaina-
bility.

by Chrls Harrls

Chris Harris was the Coordinator of the |
Jurnkurakurr Aboriginal Resource Centre, |
Tennant Creek, Northern Territory, until Feb- ‘
‘ ruary this year |

ACF promotes land management on

ACF's involvement in forming an alliance
with the National Farmers' Federation,
which gained substantially increased Com-
maonwealth Government funding to soll
conservation has been indisputably suc-
e

ng now raised public and political
usnass around the issue of land
tion we must now work towards
ing that those additional funds are
gusedinthe mostatfective way. Tothat
ACF/NFF National Land Manage- |
, andin all subsequent communi-
¥ith governments and bureaucrats,
continued to promote land

ility assessment.

§' article ralses genuine con-
uttheapplicablity of the Landcare
d s current implementation to |
pastaral Industries, particularly
Northern Territory.

The problem which needs to be ad-
dressed therefore is what form of voluntary
activity, If any, would be appropriate for

Governments to encourage In these geo- |

graphically, socially and culturally diverse
regions.

Howaver, the article goes further and
questions the whole economic and ecologi-

cal basis of the pastoral industries. While |

the NSCP, and the Soil Conservation Advi-
sory Committee which oversees it, carry a
responsibility for ensuring that federal
funds are used inaneffective way, the larger
problems of the long-term viability of par-
ticular industries need to be addressed in a
wider context

A Cabinet subcommittee on sustainable
development has recently been established
and sectorial (that Is, agricultural, forestry,
fisheries, mining, energy manufacturing
and tourism) working groups will soon be
set up to address major issues. It Is antici-

land capability

pated that conservation groups will have
‘ direct input into these waorking groups.
The conservation movement will face
major challenges in contributing to the
debate on the future directions of our re-
source based Industries. [twillinvolve quite
different strategies and tactics from those
undertaken in conventional campaigning.
Committes work, detailed economic re-
| search and extensive consultation with tha
environment movement will have to be-
come important com panents of our activi-
tigs In these areas,
Ifyou ara interasted in contributingtothis
sortof work, contact Jo Lin in ACF's Natural
Resources Unit, in the ACF's Sydney affice.

: 252 2653.
i) by Jana Ellx

Jane Elix is ACF's Natural Rulaun:u;
Coordinator and representative on tha Federal |
Soll Conservation Advisory Committes |

CONSERVATION NEWS, June, 1090 - 8
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droblum Orchids of Australia
Upton. Houghtan Miflin, 1989,

Was $69.95. Now §55.95
th of information on this orchid
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Return of Scarcity: Strategles
Economic Future
Coombs, CUP, 1990, 171 pp.
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Reclaiming the peace of Tibet

Tibet, a vast high altitude platean of 2.5
million square-kilometres, remained
virtually untouched by the impact of in-
dusirialisation until 1959, when it was
invaded and colonised by the Chinese.
Since then, genocide has been accompa-
nied by an “eco-cide” of appalling pro-
portions.

According to the organisation, EcoTi-
bet, Tibetan wildlife has been decimated
by indiscriminate shooting, the land has
been severely deforested by logging and
pastures have been overgrazed because
of enforced collectivisation and disrup-
tion of traditional nomadic practices.

The transfer of large numbers of Chinese |

citizens into Tibet and the consequent
urbanisation, road construction and
careless waste disposal has further con-
wributed to the unrestrained abuse of the
Tibetan biosphere.

EcoTibet has been established to alert
the world to the regional and global con-
sequences of the ecological devastation
{hat has accompanied Chinese colonisa-
tion of Tibet, and to mobilise world ac-
tion 1o save and restore the natural Ti-
betan environment.

Environmental degradation and abuse |

of the Tibetan ecosystem is felt beyond
the plateau and has implications for
much of Asia. For example, erosion and
increased water runoff have interfered
with the natural hydrology of the ptala.?u
and caused excessive flooding and silt
deposition in the highly pppulal:d land
critical food producing regions of China,

| violence for the rest of world. It would

the Indian subcontinent and Southeast
Asia. As well, nuclear testing sites and
toxic waste dumps (and possibly chemi-
cal and biological warfare (esting sites)
which have been established in what isan
carthquake zone, potentially threaten
seven of Asia’s major river systems
which have their source in the plateau.
EcoTibet reports that the Chinese gov-
emment is preparing to extract Tibet's
rich deposits of gold and uranium as well
as strategically important minerals such
as copper, iron, lithium and tungsten, all
of which will be an added burden on the
fragile environment.
‘The Dalai Lama and his exiled govem-
ment have developed a far-reaching
stralegy to ameliorate the degradation of
the Tibetan biosphere and to establish a
model of social and environmental non-

become ‘a free refuge where humanity
and nature can live in peace and a harmo-
nious balance’, he said last year at a
conference in Oslo, Norway. According
10 the Dalai Lama, Tibet would become a
Zone of Ahimsa or a peace sanctuary. In
keeping with traditional Buddhistculture
he hopes the entire Tibetan plateau will
be transformed into a centre for sustain=
able development and the suppert of the
highest humanitarian goals.
For further information contact the
Australia Tibet Council, ¢/~ 27/51
Musgrave Street, Yarralumla, 2600,
ACT.
by Falicity Wishart
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URGENT ACTION NE
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ment will be faced with
throughout the next few moi

58 !
ay. Every action counts.
Thank you for your sup

75,000 trees too many

nce at 9 am Monday,
the GPD Melbourne,
d to solve the present
ot recycling. There will
akers, afterwhichthegroup
will move on t clly newsagents
out leaflets and prolest over the newspa-
per industry's complacency In supporting

Do you know how many {rees go through
Sunday edition of the
75,000 at the latest
ount. Newspapers are not worth he
wholesale gestruction of earth's forests -
arly when recycled newsprint
‘could, orrather, should replace

More action Is needed on the recycling
of newspapers. Newspapers account for
25 per cent of our nalional paper con-
sumption and use no recycled paper.
What is needed Is a more responsible
industry and legislation to ensure 1he use
of the present glut of old newspapers.
Friends of the Earih have organised a

Demonsirate your concern and don’t
‘buya paper on that day. Betterstill, ifyou
ive In Melbourne, don't huy @ paper and
come 1o the meeting!

For more Information, contact Friends
of the Earth Recycling Campalgn. (03) 419

ACF Coordinator on
SA Planning Review
Reference Committee

ACF's South Australian State Co-ording.
tor, Jacquie Gillen, is one of nineteen
people recently appointed 10 a Reference
Committee to identify issues o be consid-
ered in a two year State Planning Review,

The Planning Review, a pre-election
promise of the re-elected South Australian
ALP Government, commenced in April
[see Conservation News, April, 1990, The
Reference Committee will have three
months to make its recommendations to
the all-male Steering Committee - chosen
for their respective expertise in eco-social
planning, the economics of natural re-
sources and environmental legislation.

ACFbelieves that planning for the future
requires vision, understanding and co-
operation from all sectors of society,
Therefore a significant part of the
Foundation's task in the Planning Review
will be to educate the public on the oppor-
wnities of ecological sustainability in
South Australia and the limits of our natu-
ral resources.

‘Involvement in this process has made
me aware of how important it is for every-
one to think about what they do today and
its effect on the environment.’ Jacquie
commented after her first Reference
Committee meeting. She added'we must
think also of what we want for our common
future and how today’s choices will © ffect
our plans into the future’. The ACF has
indicated its commitment to the Planning
Review to ensure the final outcome estab-
lishes a new agenda, not only for the Stai¢
but for the whole of Australia.

The § A Government has called for pub-
lic comment and members arc urged 10
express their views on any aspects of the
planning process or issucs which they be-
lieve should be addressed by the Review

Send your comments o Michael Lennors

Department of the Premier and Cabinch
Box 2343, GPO Adelaide, 5001, For more
information on the Planning Review, con*
tact Jacquie Gillen at ACF's SA office.
tel: (08) 232 2566.

0ZONE - OUR FUTURE

ACF youth ozone conference
world first

I Youth 0zone Conferance wasa highlight of

ing @ world precedent, youn peoyle h‘%m M‘;’“{?ﬂ’:]“::ﬁg;l:::iﬁtinay‘ on

80 10 discuss how they could contribute 1o strengthening the r“ Were
il treaty 1o phase out CFCs and halons. kL

se was launched by the Prime

awke, in Canberra. In ini-

ent ACF, with the assis-
the Federal Department

and Qantas, has pioneered

of young people (between
in the negotiations o
the Montreal Protocol

one young person from each sta
London to present their Young People's
Declaration to the Protocol meetings and

put forward the views of young people

n London at theendof  during Protocol workshops

participants in each of
resolutions on a number

brainchild of ACF's Ozone Project Coor-
|as Kinnear. Its purpose was [o

discussed at the Protocol
up their own Young
tion on Protecting Ozone

ir lives in the future.

id during the video confer-
& phase-out date of CFCs

make up half the world

{dition of other ozone-de
to the Protocol list and
fa global fund 1o assist

Readings on Sustainahility
Sustalnability on a social, ecological
andeconomic level is becaming ane of
the most complex debates in our
soclety. Here (s a brief reading-list
toassist you reach a hbroader
understanding of this Issue. These
books can be ordered through
Conservation Books at ACF Melbourne
office.

Our Common Future

1930 Australian edition with a chapfer by
the Commission for the Future -

A Sustainabie Future for Austrafia,
Oxford University Press, Melboume.
Sustainable Environmental
Management

(1988), R. Kerry Tumer (ed), Belhaven
Press, Londan.

Blueprint for a Green Economy
(1989), David Pearce, Anil Markandya
and Edward B. Barbier, Earthscan
Publications, Landon.

Sustainable Development: Exploring
the Contradictions

(1987), Michae! Redclift, Methuen,
London.

The Retum of Scarcity: Strategies for
an Economic Future

(1990), H.C. Coombs, Cambridge

g partin the Video confer
delegate from New Zea-
articipated in group ne-

3 -
2nE Jpe
TIONAL INDIGENDUS WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
arasjohia, Samiland, Scandinavia i

It could well influence the

and forgalien people n {he warld: Indigen
in history, even if we have be
e of our ancestral domain
tive hydro electnc dams, nuc
s imposed on us by col
sment of Indigenous women fro
vation and pestilence among these
ous Women's Conferenc
te was held in Adelaide, in Tu
Aboriginal women Lo be rep!
ation, contact Jo Willm

University Press, Melbourie.

{el:(03) 416 1455
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LETTERS

SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL: support needed in
lefter writing campaigns

Carol Warren
Murdoch University, WA

I applaud the ACF’s involvement in the
Penan/Rainforest campaign and its recog-
nition of common ground with the support
of indigenous people’s raditional rights. I
would like to suggest that a more coordi-
nated effort on issues which involve both
human rights and environmental protec-
tion issues would strengthen both move-
ments and double the chances of success.
‘Would you consider collaborating with
Survival International by including infor-
i irletter-writing campai
aregular feature of the Conservation News?
1enclose a copy of a recent Urgent Action
Bulletin regarding the Narmada Dam proj-
ect in India in which both minority group
and environmental interests would be pro-
moted by joint action. Also enclosed is &
clipping from a recent newsletter regard-
ing the ( ily at least) ful
campaign agamst the Scott paper projectin
Irian.

Regarding the Scott paper project: Scott
Paper has dropped its plans to log up to
850,000 heciares of natural forest in the
territory of the Marind, Auwyi, Mandobo
and other tribal peoples. Scott’s intention
was 1o develop eucalyptus plantations

along with a wood chip and pulping plant
in the region. The. Indonesian government
remains keen 1o see the project proceed
with or without a foreign partner. Survival
International undertook a persistent letter
writing campaign against Scott, and claim
credit for forcing Scott to reconsider.
Survival International’s current cam-
paign is directed at the World Bank which

-.-,.—'—-.t._._
Welcome to ACF:
Kamalda West
Playgroup

Jennifer Downle

Kambalda West Playgroup, WA

As head of the Environment Committee at
the Kambalda West Playgroup, 1 wish to

is supporting an Indian G proj-
ect to build a dam on the Narmada River
and displace thousands of tribal people.
Write to Barber Conable, Director Gen-
eral, The World Bank, 1818H Street NW,
‘Washington DC 20433, USA and Sri V. 14
Singh, Prime Minister of India, The PM
Secretariat, South Block, New Delhi
110001, India. O

@ ACFliaises with and support the work of
Survival International and Conservation
News has carrigd stories such as the Scoft
Paper project. When applicable we will
continue to carry issues of mutual concern.
For more information on Survival Interna-
tional, contact Felicity Wishart at ACF's
Melbourne office. Q

duce our or] 10M 10 you and o
voice our support of the Foundation along
with our subscription to join.

Being an environmentally aware group
of parents, we unanimously voted at our
March meeting to become members of
ACF. Werecognise the vital importance of
protecting and conserving the world for
ourselves and especially our children. We
hope that they will grow up in a safe envi-
ronmentand know the natural beauty of the
earth as we do. We encourage our mem-
bers to observe environmentally friendly
practices in the home and are involved in
recyeling for fund raising projects.

We would like to encourage other
groups like ourselves to join the ACF
which we believe is an essential key 10

protecting our environment. (J

Highway travel highlights
loss of trees

Tony Fletcher
Epping, NSW
Christopher Nadolny (Conservation News,
March, 1990) rightly draws aitention to the
deliberate destruction of forests and wood-

turbing are the less publicised but equally
devastated areas of dead and dying trees
which are seen from the Hume Highway

way driving, then the extent of the problem
is unimaginable. Yet between Melbourne
and Cairns I can recall seeing only one
small area where an attempt is being made
toredress the situation by concentrated iree
planting.

The Foundation's current emphasis on
logging controls is essential but similar
attention by conservationists generally
must' be placed on the loss of trees in

mtumu?imd;umm; Wh ral g a(mm:ml Queensland). | private lands, a loss which any frequent
itisobviouswhen travelli ¢ Sl oL not attracted the. | raveller on our major highways can attest
i I.Ilgl]n It | ity pf Nerw inlaniy is gaining momentum, 3
ways of castem Australia that trees are B 2l Bt 3 o
!Wi“. K el many; frightening. examples of tree death | | We welcome your letters. Your response 10 |
i i Bikbaly o o ﬂ;f";:‘: "’“’,“’m“";‘fif;:'f any signs of natural | | the lssues we are dealing with and your com-
England Bt Jracamer scene from the high- | | ments are a valuable contribution to this
mwswii,wij ]Hlilg_ Ways i w‘a';i"ef of the picture be- newsletters. Shorter letters are preferred. We
- i i therelatively limited horizon ofhigh- | | arenotableto publish letters over 300 words
14 - CONSERVATION NEWS, June, 1990 -

: abouttobe givena ‘new deal’
Forward Plan,
¢t it has been noted that ACF
not receive enough attention
ff or councillors of ACF. This
was one of the main reasons
review of ACF over the past
id with considerable consul-
‘underlying structure and re-
of all sections has now been
Now anyone, (including
dout how the system works,
ple is and what we are all

The Forward Plan was passed by Coun-
cil at the October 1989 meeting. Imple-
mentation has been slow as new positons
had to Ivertised, money to be found
and ederal election to be fought,

The Branches are our next priority, as-
sisting them (o understand their role and
new relationship with the secretariat and
councillors. One major aspect of this s * the
forum’, These consistof Branchdelegates,
state and territory councillors and relevant
staff. A feature of the forums will be any
new and emerging issues which they be-
lieve should be included on the ACF's

ACF BRANCHES AND CAMPAIGN GROUPS

pDeal for Branches under Forward Plan

agenda. Forums officially r in April
but we propose that the B S run an
‘interim’ forum, or combined Branches
meeting, later this year. Hopefully, impor-
Lant campaign issues, as well as workshops
on campaigning skills and strategy will
play an important part

Further details are provided in the infor-
mation letter sent recently to Branches
from ACF's Environment Manager, Karen
Alexander, and Marketing Manager,
Rhonda Morris. For more information,
contact Julie Davie at ACF's Melboume
office.
tel: (03) 416 1455 or toll free (008) 338
928.0

"~ VICTORIA

60) 215 837 (bh)
t Centre (060) 212 627 (bh)

(053) 456 343 (ah)

ey
439 3460 (ah) or
(03) 430 4298 (ah)

8 (051) 955 462 (ah) or
1(051) 746 037 (ah)

on regarding this Branch
ulie Davie (03) 416 1455

ria
(057) 221 737 (ah)

r (053) 823 009 (ah) or
in (053) 582 831 (ah)

S TERN AUSTRALIA
ndy Colley (097) 215 384

97) 343 512

(098) 451 042
A

Lo
—

NEW SOUTH WALES

Blue Mountains

Terri Hamilton (047) 82 4554
Central Coast

Greg Roberts (043) 822 483 (ah)
Hunter Region

Janet Murray (049) 690 662 (bh) or (049)
57 1126 (ah)

Ilawarra

Cheryl Aldrich (042) 291 625 (ah)
Sydney

Ian Landon-Smith (02) 487 3411 (ah)
Shoalhaven

Tulie Hilditch (044) 460 314
Northern Riverina

Wendy Avery ((069) 723 093

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Central Australia
Matthew Guggisberg

782 (bh)

(089) 5

Atherton Tablelands 4y
Virginia Simmons (070) 958 302 (zh)
Brisbane i
Paula wman (07) 397 0647(ah)
Mary River
Magdalena Ste
Gold Coast &
Greg Owens (075) 386 877 \
'

ffens (071) 29 2211

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Adelaide

Nele Findlay (08) 276 8652 (ah)
ACT

Canberra

Kathryn Kelly (062) 825 366 (ah) or
(062) 893 191 (bh) or Mike McGrath
(062) 571 860 (ah) or (062) 976 144 (bh)

CAMPAIGN GROUPS

| Melbourne
Antarctic Campaign Group —
David Westlake (03) 416 1455 (bh)
Membership Campaign Group -
Trish Brawn (03) 416 1455 (bh)
Tropical Forest Campaign Group ~
Felicity Wishart (03) 416 1455 (bh)
BRISBANE
Cape York Campa
Mark Horstman (07
Coast Campaign Group —
Phillip Cosser (07) 341 4440
Greenhouse Campaign Group —
Tim Easton (07) 378 8364
SYDNEY ;
Atmosphere Campaign Group —
Sue Salman (02) 247 1497 (bh)
Forest Campaign Group —
Bridget Berry (02) 247 4285
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
o, Lesueur Campaign Group —

? Colma Keating (09) 368 1362

GONSERVATION NEWS, Juns, 1990~ 15



Barbara Lord, ACF staff member and
best selling author of The Green
Cleaner — How to Ciean Nearly
Everytiiing, has written an exciting new
ook on how ta live green.

FIFTY EASY THINGS WE CAN DD TO
SAVE THE PLANET follows Barbara’s
phenomenally successful The Green
Cleaner.

In this second book she takes us out
Into the world = to save It

The Green Cleaner deals with
environmental Issues in and around the

BEAT THE RUSH FOR
BARBARA'S NEW BOOK

home. It was first published in
December Iast year, and has already

==5Y0)

sold 60,000 ?I%EI!‘:‘EASV
3 | ACF expects THINGS we
@ﬁ{ﬂr m CAN Dg T0 SAVE THE PLANET 1q he yst
WE @0 B T2 as successful.
SAVERTHE W Every small thing we do as Individuals
i 2 has an Impact on the enviranment,
[S—————— These small actions count.
| Bartara Lond. | In FIFTY EASY THINGS WE CAN DO TO

e A N 18 T T

W

Make your actions count.

ways In which our actions can heneflt

SAVE THE PLANET Barhara has uulllneu\
the world around us. ‘

Order your copy now through ACF Canservation Books, 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, 3065. [tel: (03) 416 1455, toll free (008) 338
928] for $7.95 (+ $1.95 post and nanl(ln!_]._

ment magazine, @ voling right
ACF E
@ conlacl with like-mingd

S  ———— =

1 would like to be a member of the Australian Conservation Foundation

Pleasa sign ma up:

Name
Address
Stale Fmifme

Phona (ah) 1
(bh)

Joln by phoning toll free 008 33 8928

AS A MEMBER OF ACF YOU RECEIVE

HABITAT, our full colour, national enviren=
nhooks and merchandise thraugh

Campaign Groups, @ an active rolein
a national body thal works 1o

Membership corresponds 1o the current
{inanclal year (15t July to 30 June)

ip paid from 15t Fabruary, 1990, remais cui
rant untit 30t Juns, 1991

| choosa the following option:

[ $63.00 Membership and Habitat

|| $45.50 Concession membership and Habitat
{full time studentipensianer/ unemployed)

[Jsas00 Membarship

[_117.50 Cancession membership

1 $36.00 Subscription to Habital magazine only

Plus § - Additional donation

{donabions of $2.00 or more are tax dedvetbls)

Tolal§ e LR
enclosed is cheque/money order

L Cvisa

OR charge my: Bankcard

Card No: s sgl i Sandthisfrm o
dation
[ PIETE T ] Ausiaian conswon ol

Il finging from Melbourna (03) 416 1455

Date ‘ Signatura

Fitzroy, Victoris, 3065

o

oxpiy date
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