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8 JOSEPHUS RILEY

But behind him what a yell
Of execration fell

From lips that lent themselves to shapes of great

profanitee !
For the people of that town
Were done a lovely brown
By plain Josephus Riley, from the North Countree.

And here’s the reason why :
The tea was simply DRY !
- You might eat it, but to drink it was impossibilitee ;
Yet, curious to state,
Men did not appreciate
This hum’rous innovation from the North Countree.

You'll understand, of course,
That wager was a source
Of very little profit to the hapless wageree ;
And, dating from that day,
I much regret to say

Men look askance at Riley, from the North Countree.

A VISION OUT WEST

Farreaching downs, a solid sea sunk everlastingly
to rest,

And yet whose billows seem to be for ever heaving
toward the west :

The tiny field-mice make their nests, the summer
insects buzz and hum

Among the hollows and the crests of this wide ocean
stricken dumb,

Whose rollers move for ever on, though sullenly, with
fettered wills,

To break in voiceless wrath upon the crumbled bases
of far hills,

Where rugged outposts meet the shock, stand fast,
and hurl them back again,

An avalanche of earth and rock, in tumbled frag-
ments on the plain ;

But, never heeding the rebufl, to right and left they
kiss the feet,

Of hanging cliff and bouldered bluff till on the farther
side they meet,

And once again resume their march to where the
afternoon sun dips

Toward the west, and Heaven’s arch salutes the Earth
with ruddy lips.
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A VISION oUrT WEST
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silver rays that

Of ghostly, alimmering, B oo
‘meath an inky ledge ;

Of driving clond, and fill deep bays rent in the
shadow’s ragged edge— ) e

Sprung from the gloomy depths of Time, faint shapes

lifeless

patrol the spectral sea,
Primeval phantom-forms
billows silently,

Tra.iliﬁg along their

another’s blood,

Writhing in ponderous trials
they did before the flood.

that climb the

slimy length in thirst for one

of strength, as once

They sink, as, driven from the North by gtraining oM

_ and favouring gale, ‘
A misty barge repels the froth which hides her Wit h

a sparkling veil :

A VISION oUT WEST 23

High-curled the sharpened beak doth stand, slicing
the watersin the lead ;
The low hull follows, thickly manned by dim, dead

men of Asian breed :
Qwift is her passage, short the view the wan moon’s

restless rays reveal

Of dusky, fierce-eyed warrior crew, of fluttering cloth
and flashing steel ;

OFf forms that mouldered ages past, ere from recesses

of the sea,
With earthquake throes this land was cast in Nature's

writhing agony.

As the warm airs of Spring-time chase reluctant snows
from off the range,

And plant fresh verdure in their place, so the dim-
visioned shadows change ;

And glimpses of what yet shall be bid the past fly

beyond all ken,
While rising from futurity appear vast colonies of
men
Who from the sea-coast hills have brought far-
quarried spoils to build proud homes
Of high-piled palaces, all wrought in sloping roofs
and arching domes,
Smooth-pillaved hall, or cool arcade, and slenderest
sky-piercing spire,
Where the late-sinking moon has laid her tender tints

of mellow firve,
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