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ONE PENNY

Sinee the last referendum was
defeated in 1944, the Labor Party
has excused its fallure to intro-
duce the 40-hour week, and in-
cease the baslc wage, on the
grounds that under the Constitu-
tlon as it stands, it has not the
power to do so. In 1936 Curtin
accused the Lyons TU.AP. Govern-
ment of being both unfalr and
dishonest because of their failure
to introduce ‘the 40-hour week
THEN Dr. Evatt maintained that
the FPederal Government had
power to introduce this legislation
MOW when the Labor Party finds
ftself with a majority in both
Houses, it suddenly discovers “legal
difMiculties” which prevent it from
honoring its promises.

Briefly, the position is this
Prior to Federation in 1901 there
were only State Governments, each
pursuing its own way without con-
sideration of the other States, and
often  with quite contradictory
laws. When Federation was brought

about, a Constitution was drawn
up handing certailn spiferes of
Tepislation over to the Federal

Government, while the States re-
tained the rest

The present referendum is for
the purpose of granting Wwider
powers to the Federal Government
in respect to (1) Social Services,
12y Marketing of Primary Produce,
13) Industrinl Employment

In regard to Soclal Services, the
Labor Party claims that there is
some doubl as to the legality of

thelr Social Service Legisiation —
such as Child Endowment, Widows
Penslons, etc. “If you vote YES
you will make SURE of Social
Services" is the Labor slogan. What
are the facts? Ohild Endowment
was introduced by the Menzles
Government (to counternct a de-
mand for increased wages). Men-
zles and the Liberal Parly now
advocate Its extension to the first
child, for the same reasons. Fur-
thermore, the capitalist class long
ago have realised that Bocial Ser-
vices are extremely valuable from
their point of view. They distri-
bute the wages blll more evenly
among the workers—out of the
wage envelope of a single worker,
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it is to interfere with wages and
hours, and working conditions
generally. ‘They infer that if this
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deal for every worker,” says the
‘Labor Call” (1/8/46). The sin-
cerity of the Labor Government
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torles and warehouses, and give
the keys to the owners. A “Trade
Depression” is upon us, Wages of
employed workers are reduced by
taxation. This is done to relieve
the Capitalists of- taxation ana
help to provide the dole for the
unemployed. Charlty organlsations
spring up to cg].lect cast off cloth-
for them™ while warehouses

bulge with unsaleable elothes. Hu-
man  belngs live like alley cats,
from garbage tin to garbage tin—
while good food rots.  The “ex-
perts” put thelr heads together
and prescribe a general 10% wage
cut, ignoring the plain fact that
the 'depression is  brought about
beeause - the working class can
never receive enouzh wages to buy
baek all it produces, and no mem-
ber of the master class would buy
the shoddy we produce for our-
sebves., il

This crazy state of affairs can
last for years before the balanes
begins to swing the other way,
and. “trade beings to pick up.”

The only time that anything ap-
proaching a balance can be main-
tained . is during a war. The
Capitallsm  expands, and unem-
ployment  practically disappears.
And to pay for this doubtful

- boon, ' the working' class suffer

hardships and = privations that
beggar ' description, separations,
loneliness and hemvemem muti-
lation and death.
Whether the working class or
the capitalist clasc hate war or
not is immaterial. Tt is an in-
evitable part of the Capitalist
struggle for markets and raw
International confer-
enees are staged, treaties are sign-
ed, eharters agreed upon, smiles,
bask-slapping, everybody happy —
them — treaties broken, talks fail,
conferences  break down. crisis,
war,
And ours is the class that is
‘called upon, by the party we have
‘chosen to govern us, to provide the
WeAROLS the men to kil
people. with whom we have no
personal quarrel, in defence of our
Capitalist Class, which has robbed
us xy.ﬂmwca.lh' all our lives!
ou KNOW this i§ what hap-
pensl You have lived through it!
1t will go on happening s long
A8 the basic conditions that give
Tise to {t exist, Well, what about
it? Do you want more of it? Be

. cause this Is all that any party or

Independert standing in this elec-
tion can offer you. The trimmings
mean nothing.© If you cast your
vale for the Labor, Liberal, Coun-
try or “Gommunist” pariy, you
u-zt your vote for the continuance

of Capitallsm, YOU THEN VOTE
FOR DEPRESSIONS, UNEMPLOY~
POVERTY A.'N'D MABS

MURDE NO KWK
cﬂmﬂ WHEN YDU GET
THEM!

If you want it—vote

Al right!
for it! Or have you, lke us, had
enough of this rotten system? WM

50, what can you do at this elee-
tlon? You can't vete for Soclal-
ist candidates, there .are none
standing. Why, you will ask, all
this talk, when we have no can-
didate? Simply because  YOU
want, as yet, no candidates for
Soclalism. If you want them, and
desire to vote [or Soclalism, well,
you have to understand it and
having understood it, help us ac-
tively to turn the handful of
Bocialists today into a mass-move-
ment tomorrow. At this election
then, vou can only register your
protest © against  Capitalism by
writing "SOCIALISM" across your
ballot paper. True, it will be a
negative vate, but at least you are
not wasting your vote by voting
for something you do not want

But don't stop at that! Take
positive action! Get in touch with
the Soclalist Party of Australia.
Come to our meetings, read our
literature. Write to our ‘Press
Service” which will answer youf
objections.  Argue it out with us
If we can coovinee you that
Socialism is the only solution to all
these miseries, get into the strugele
with us

THE PARTIES

For too many years the working
class have only thought about the
matter a week before the elections,
and then pinned their faith in one
or the other of the Capitalist par-
ties standing. The small farmer.
wooed as the “backbone of the
nation." relies on the COUNTRY
PARTY t0 look after his interests
but the Honorable Member for
Bandywollop, once his seat is se-
cure, is more concerned with the
blg pastoral interests than with
the Bill Smiths whose votes elect-
ed him,

The  LIBERAL PARTY makes
suave overtures fo the Working
Class &t election time, because the
working class constitutes the ma-
jority of the voters, and they can-
not assume office without our con-
sent. What are the real aims of
this party, the party of big busi-
ness?

(1) “Favoring the principles
that wages should be the high-
est and conditions the best that
the industry concerned cam pro-
vide, and that good work is the
essential condition of geod pay,
we shall conduct a constant
educational campaign against the
doctrine that  the interests of
employer and employe are op-
posed . ) the en-
couragement of production by
payment by resalts. Increased
more efficient and cheaper  pro-
duction . . . Remaval of re-
strictions which prevent a man
doing his best and giving high
production 9y All
strikes or lock-outs occurring in
the course of industrial disputes
waiting settlement or against a
declsion of the appropriate tri-
bunal to be illegal, Penalties

To Record Your Opposition to Capitalism,
Write Socialism Across Your Ballot Paper

aglilhsl organi.mnicms to be re-

coverable by attachment of or-

ganisation funds.”

—From “Draft Platform of the
Liberal Party of Australla,” Janu-
ary, '46. Seetion, “Industrial” p.
8).

In plain language, the party of
big business proposes that profits
come first, that you should work
harder, have your wages cut, do
piece work, have no strikes. (The
bit about the lock-outs, ete, s
pure window dressing.)

The AUSTRALIAN
PARTY, save the name,
Peals for your votes. Tt has co
sistently betrayed the working
class—the terms of its mandate
don't permit it to do anything
else. Tt thinks it can run Capital-
ism, but eliminate its evils, It
cannot be repeated too often:
CAPITALISM CANNOT BE RUN
IN THE INTERESTS OF THE
WORKING CLASS!

Any Labor  supporter over 3o
should remember the shooting of
striking  whart rers under
Labor Premier, E. J. Hogan, In
1928: the Queensland Railway
strike of 1927, ete. Labor Party
policy has not wavered all through
—even the young voter remem-
bers who introduced military aod
labor conscripticn.

In spite of their shadow boxing.
the Liberal and Lahor parties are
fundamentally alike. As 2 matter
of fact, meither Chifley nor Men-
zies can relish the thought of
winnine this election and having
to administer Capitalism
next depression comes!

That the two parties are mueh
the same has been admitted by
many pro-Labor writers: To quote
only one:
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that- “definite steps should be
taken to this end," Was rejected.
Rejection of the motion was re-
commended on the ground that
it was irelevant to the party
platform. It was pointed oub
that the party objective wWhs
“socialisation” and thati thers
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wis no provision in the nhﬂam
for total socialism.’ " (Melbourne
UArgus," 16/12/43, quoted by
Brian Flbmatru-.k in “The Rich
get  Richer” p.  G4—our em-
phasis.)

Enough has been said to show
that the Labor Party serves as an
Instrument of the ruling class, and
does their dlrty work just as well
a5 the Liberals, Remember: He

serves the master, cannot
serve the slave!

The “COMMUNIST” PARTY who
can change thelr policy and tae-
Hes at the deop of the hat to suit
Russian foreign policy, pays lip
service to Sociallsm.  Thelr real
olm, however, is entirely opposed
o Soelalism.

It 18 State Capitalism on Russian
lines, with themselves #s  the
foundation of a new privileged
class, At the moment, having
laken g “left” turn, they pose onge
more as “militants” — telling the
workers to fight for hard won
conditions and awards WHICH
THE COMMOS. HELPED TO
BREAK DOWN DURING THE
WAR YEARS. Fifteen years ago
they demanded a 30-hour week;
today they ask for a 40-hour week.
Buch s the "“progress” of these
They appeal to you
with & programme of immediate
demands similar to those of the
Lal . Thelr candidates are
hend-picked “personalities”
"EVERY VOTE FOR THE
LIBERAL, COUNTRY, LABOR OR
" COMMUNIST " PARTY IS A
VOTE FOR CAPITALISLML

‘The Companion Socialist Parties
of the World have always held
that no reform under Capitalism
ean lift us out of our status as
wage slaves. That the very best
that Capitalism can offer the vasy
mejority, between wars and de-
presslons, is that we be allowed
to work and battle with our mast-
ers over hours and eonditions.
Which is a pretty shoddy deal for
a class whose intelligence and skill
Produces all the wonders of mod-
ern Industry!

We have one immediate demand
—In season and out, we demand
BOCIALISM, nothing Jess. We
want s system where every able

bodled ﬁdull. will be

part in producing
that Society needs; mods l.hat with
be produced for no other reason
than that Society needs them;

goads Lo which every human being
shall have equal right of acesss.

That system is Socialism. Tnstead
of running the world for the
Capitalists, mankind will then run
it for the benefit of mankind,

Capltalism has served lts pur-
pose; it has brought production to
the point where, stripped of the
profit motive, it couwld provide a
Tull life for every human belng.

The means of production MUST
EE MADE COMMON PROPERTY.

The longer they are left in the
hands of an unscrupulous minerity
fhe greater the danger to man-
kind as a whole, The latest Weapon
of mass-murder, the Atomic Eomb,
poses the alternative more urgent-
ly than ever before: Socialism—or
Soclal Extinction?

When enpugh of the working
class want it, Soclalist ennd:rlates
will stand. You can help to make
it the next election. When we
have a majfority of Soclalists In a
majority of the countries of the
world, we shall get Socialism.

A tall order? None know that
better than the members of the
Socialist Perty of Australia. The
Companion Socialist Parties of
the World have gone a little way
in a ]qng time, trying to make
their voices heard above the din
of the Capitalist propaganda
machine, the press, the radio,
and the pulpit.

But in that long time we have
become convineed that there are
no short cuts. Working Class
understanding is the rm]\‘ way.

LECTURES
MELBOURNE.
Tuesday, Sept. 10th: “Seecial-
Ism and the British Tradi-

tlon™ (8. Willis).
Tuesday, Sept. 2dth: “The
Elections” (H. Holmes),

Other  Tuesdays :  Branch
Meetings. Open to Publie
ALl activities at: Temper-

nnce Hall, Russell Street, §
pm. Debate: "Is the Ref-
erendum a working elass
ismae?"  Yes. Mr. K. D
Kenafick, Se® Mo Con.
seription  Campaign, Nae: -
Y. London, S.P Son-
duy, Sept. 16th, & pm.,
in Temperanee Hnl!.

Lectures  gdvertised “Age.”
Saturday, “"Meetings"”
Column.

NEW ZEALAND,
Auckland: Economic and
Discussion Class, every
Monday, 730 pm., Car-
penters’ Union  Rooms
Union Bank of Austral-
asla Bldgs., East Strect ang
Karangohape Road.
Petone: Wateh [ocal Press
All Lectures, eto., free. Que
tlons, Discussion. Come
along!
AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES

Meets fori-
nj:;h([y Tuesdays, Room
80, Btatfon House, Rawson
Flace. Public invited.

SP.A—MELBOURNE: PO
Box 1440-M.  Meets eVery
Tuesday. Sce “Lectures,
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and when  the rking  class
understand they will have no use
for any “leaders’. There can
be no betrayals,

Dont be appa]led at the magmi-
tude of the tas] e appalled
instead at the }mrrur of Capit-
alism; and resolve to do your
best to end it

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
SOCTALIST PARTY OF
AUSTRALIA

Melbourne, Sept. 1st, 1946.

LITERATURE (All prices include

postage).
THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES
“Soclalist Standard"—

England .. .. 5/8 yearly
“Western. Socialist"—
US. and Canada 9 six mihs
“Bocialist Comment”—
Australis and N.Z. 4 rly
1/3 six mths
SAVE MONEY ON POSTAGE!
TAEE OUT A COMBINED
SUBSCRIPTION!

SPA. ;

OBJECT—The establishment of » system of sooiety based upon the
tammon ownership and democratic control of the means and instruments for
III‘IIIIIIMI'II} and distributing wealth by and in the interest

the whole

S.P.N.Z

Tne Socfallst Pﬁl‘ﬂis nf Australiﬂ and New Zealand hold:
That soclety as at present constituted is hased upon
tIIB nwnmblu of the means of living (Le. land, factories,
ate.) by the canitalist or master class, and the
consequent enslavement of the vmrl(ml; olass, by whosa
Innnnr Alom wealth is produc

ciety, therefore, 1hurn s an antanonism of
inhu!h mnnilusﬂnn ftself as a class strusnle. between
these wiio possess but do not oroduce, and thass who
lll'm‘lunu but do not nossess.

ﬁan ann llulr dlmnnrntlu Santral by the whole poople.
the order of social avolution the workinu

GIII I.l a lnl c'n!\s to achleve its freedom. the emanci-

king class will Invalve tho emaneipation

01' a.II mlnklnl wlﬂmnt distinetion of rave or sex.

5. That this emannip:tlnn must he the work of the

working class Itself.

6. That s tlm maghinery of navernment. including the

armed forees of the nation, exists only to conserve the

manapoly by the capitalist class n! the wealth taken frem
the workers the worklng elass must oreanise conseiousfy
and woliticalty for the conguest o lhu powers of goveen-
ment. national and Iucal in nrder that this mashinery
including these lunm‘ ! be converted from an inswru.
mant of oppression into the agent of emancipation amd
Ihl overthrow of privilege, :nstm:ratlc and plutoeratis,

That as all political par are hut the exsressiom of
cl1ss interests, and as the IanrPsI of the working class is
diametrically opposed to the interest of all sections of the
master class. tha party seeking working elass emancipafion
must be hostile to every other party.
8. THE SOCIALIST PARTIES BF AUSTRALIA AND
NEW ZEALAND therefore enter the field of pofitieal
action determined to wage war anainst all ulh?r ool ifieal
parties, whather slleged labour or avowedly can !ahst_ md
eall upon the members of the working elass of this
o muster under their banner to the ond that a sn-lv
tarmination may be wmnnhl to the system which deprives
them of tha fruits of the labour, and that poverty may
nive nlacs to comfort, privilese to equality, and shvery
to lrndim

Those agraeing with the above principles and dasiring
allru\m!"t apply fo nearest addres:

P bliab b TOPP, 29 Drummond St., Carlton, Viel, for the S.P. »L. and printed hy
4 b ‘c. G. Carlton & Co‘, 8 Parker St., Willinmstow:
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