The Referendum
and the
Socialist View

Late this month we shall he asked to say
or “no’’ ta the guestion of the “Rents and Pric
apiendment Lo section 51

including Charges”’
Constitution,

Thiz not because the Govern-
ment has any respect for the opinion
of the kaiup Class, (except on
Palling D but because no Gov-
ernment, Lahm. Ll'bn'al or Country
Party, could make any alteration to
the Constitution without the consent
of the people by a direct democratic
vote.

Bince we, the Working Class, are
the majority of the people, both
sides in this contest are frantic in

their efforts to convinee us that our
interests depend on supporting their
case,

The guestion we must ask oursel-
ves 15, “What interests do these
Parties really represent?’

The article on the Labor party, in
this issue, shows' clearly that this
Party does NOT represent the Wor-
king Class. They represent the local
manufacturers, that is to say, those
depending on loeai eapital, and to
same extent, lacal markets

The Liberal Party, on the other
hand, vepresents international fin-
ance, combines ith international
capital and vast over-seas interests.

‘he Country Party, though it
rides on the wotes of the small far-
mers, actually represents the
pastoral groups with interests in the
Tast ovarseas markets.

Here we have the key to under-
standing the reasons for the stan
they all make on this question. The
Labor Party, fearing inflation should
controls be lifted, knows that the
local manufacturer would be caught
up in the whirlpool. Having a limit-
ed scope for their resources and
activities, they can only survive if
the prices they must pay for their
fals and wage labour, and
ean command for
s, fluctuate within

vredietable limits.
The hig combines and pastoral in-
terests are not in that position, They

have the world for a stage. and the
sibility of inflation in Australia
does not hold the same threat.

The Liberal and Country Parties
ave unanimous in their distrust of
Government Controls. The tendency
in this direetion s evident in all
Capitalist countr and at a period
when the prospects for profits on the
world markets are rosy for private
Capital, they will oppose anything
that smacks of it. At the moment
those prospects are very rosy, and
thay sep the proposed amendment
tm\plv as a power to control profits.

An yet—it was the Menzies Gov-
ernment that introduced these
Sn l.lmy did, and so they
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will again, if they happen to he in Against that, we have the demon-
power when the world market be- strable tendency of capital to leave

comes as bleak as it was then.

At that time the line up of wai-
ing nations depleted the world mar-
ket by just so many nations
on the other side of the fence, plus
the fact that troop movements and
materials took precedent over
conspmer gonds in shipping
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Aid to Britain?
Or Aid to Profit?

o f wealth in society is

application of human luhom
power to mature-given materials,

Th y class in society which

plies it labour power to the

aim‘emld nature-given 'mnterjals, is

the working elass,

© Tt must us then that the
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going statements of Mr. Strachey.
British Food Minister, were publis-
hed in the “Southern Cross,” Well-
ington, on the 20th October, 1946.
Their lack of MONEY would be
the renson [er the absence ol
appeals for aid for starving
Yjth and Kin" befove the war,

Whether the means of production,
L. lands, mines, Tuciories, means o
communication, ete. are owned hy
the State or ]\)l‘iuﬂtc persons, when
put into mofion the commodities
produced must be sold at a profit or
production ceases, or is  severely
curtailed, This is the circumstance
which brings about the condition
wherein we find workers with ener-
gies for sale bub no buyers—in a
aword unemployed,

Fn turn, the unemployed ave used
as a weapon to menace the em-
ployed, forcing them to accept lower
wages and poor conditions of work.
These are reasong why such large
numbers of the working class suffer-
od miserable living standards before
the war. While Capitalism lasts the
same thing forces workers to “re-
furn again with emphasis_to the
Tower priced article,” or in plain and
Simple terms, cheap un-nourishing
food, shoddy elothes, and miserable
housing conditions.

Just as long as the mental and
physical energies of the workers re-
fzin their commodity nature, -to be
gold like bread and meat, “just so

Tong will the conditions and effects
af Capitalism remain, ie. wais, pov-
erty, and wage slavery.

There is only one way to end the

| gystem which demands so much sac-
rifice from the cradle to the grave,
on the part of the wealth produce
{workers), and that ir the establish-
mient of common ownership in the
means of production. Ta accomplish
this, slogans are of little use. To
- fulfil this urgent task there is needed
& majority of workers with SOCIAL-
IST UNDERSTANDING.

The Socialist Party of New Zeal-
and its companion Parties are or-
ganised for the achievement of this
cbjeet,  Socialist education is our
method.

How about
Afellow worker?

joining us  NOW

—“Ron.!" S.F.N.Z

FPRESS FUND:

OUR FINANCES ARE IN A PER-
MAMENTLY ROCKY STATE. HELP
TO KEEP THIS PAPER, WHICH 15
RUN AT A LOSS, GOING BY
SENDING US A REGULAR DONA-
TION! THANKS!

EXCHANGES.

We like to read all points of view,
and are glad to exchange with any
group publishing in English. Send
papers to SPA, PO, Box 1440-M.,
Melb.
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OBJECT.

The establishment of a
mon ownership and democratie contral of

system of society based upon
f the means and instruments for

the

S.P.A. g

The Socialist Partiss of Australia and New Zealand held:
I, That seclaty as at present constituted is hased upen
the ownership of tha means of living {i.e. land, l.e:urli':s.
by the capitalist or master class, and the
consequant enslavement of the working tclass. by whoss
mbour alone wealth is produced.
. That In soclsty, therefore, there is an antaganism of
Interests. manifesting itsolf as a class struagle, hetween
thoss who possess but do not produce, and those who
produce but do not possess.
3. That this antagenism can be abolished unlr by the
emancipation of the working class fram the domination of
the master class, by the conversion into the comman prop-
lrty of sosiety of the means of production and distribu-
tion, and their democratic contrel hy the whole neol
3 That as in the order of social evalution the working
is the last class to achleve its freedom. the eman
~pation of the warking elass will involve the emancipation
of all mankind without distinction of race or sex.
5. That this emancipation must be the work of the
wnrk!m‘ class itsolf.
§. That as the machinery of govermment, Including the
armed forees of the nation, exists onlv to conserve the
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interest of the whole

S.P.N.Z
maonopoly by the capitalist elass of the wealth taken from
the workers. the working elass must organise conscieusly
and politically for the conquest aof tho pawers of govarn-
ment, national and foeal,
ineluding these forges. may
ment of oppression into the agen
the overthrow of privilzge,
7. That as all palitical parties are but
i sts, and as the Interest of the working class is
the interest of ajl sections of tha
master class. the party seeking working elass emancination
must be hostile to every other party.
8. THE SOCIALIST PARTIES OF AUSTRALIA A?JD
NEW ZEALAND therefore enter _the flald of polit oal
actlon determined to wage war -against all ather politieal
partles, whether alleged lahour or avewedly eapltalist, and
call upon the members of the working elass of this country
tn muster under their banner fo the end that a speedy
termination may_be wrought ta tha system whieh deprives
them of the fruits of their labour. and that poverty may
qgiva place to comfort, privilege to equality. and slavery
to_freedom.
Those agreeing with the above prineigles and deslrln
enrolment. a ta_nearest address

and printed by




