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The Socialist Party of New Zealand'’s
Appeal to Workers of New Zealand

1946
Fellow Workers,

Tw Parli
“have come and gone since the passing
of the Constitution "Act, by the Tm-
perial Parliament, on the 30th June,
1852, The date for the election of the
38th Parllament, November 27, 1946,
has been proposed.

The vote you cast on this day will
be eagerly sought by some one or
other r of the
class desirous of bolstering up Capital-
ism—the present system based, as you
should know, on the private owner-
ship of the means of living,

Laborites, Nationalists, Democratic
Laborites, Cnmmun!sla lso-c:ﬂledJ. In-

if and
“ubei the contmuance of Government
by and in the interests of a wealthy
ruling and possessing class.

The reforms; the promises of pros-
perﬂ.y. the security un‘ered by the re-

les of the ioned
pn}.itical parties; these are the bait
used to catch the votes of the non-
possessing  class—the workers. Ap-
proximately nine out of ev ten
voters belong to this class, hence the
anxiety of the politicians to catch
these votes and the seeming abandon
with which they make promises, and
proffer reforms of Capitalism,

An overwhelming majority of these
votes means the capture of the kev
of the situation—Political Power—ani
with it all the forces now used in
keep the workers in subjection—thi:
Army, MNavy, Air Force, and Police.

On each election day the warker:
bold in their hands one of the essen=-
tial means by which they can con-
vert these armed forces from an in-
strument of oppression into the agent

of emancipation. We say, one of the
essential means, advisedly, as the
other and most esseneinl means to

back this voie is socialist understand-
ing. It is obvious then that a major-
ity of workers who have acquired
this understanding—in other words, a
clnss-conscious majority of workers—
can bring about their emancipation
from wage slavery.

Those who understand the basis of
the present system—Capitalism—will
not deny that the position of the im-
mense majority of the people is that
of wage slaves or of dependence upon
wage slaves

To quote the words of Marx in
“Wage Labor and Capital” (Lawrence
and Wishart, p. 32), “Capital there-
fare, presupposes wage-labor; wage-
labor presupposes capital. They con-
dition each other; each brings the
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other into existence.” This iz as ap-
plicable today as when it was written.
Furthermore, whether Capital is own-
ed and' controlled by the State teg;
Rallways, Road Motor Services, the
Bank of N.Z), or by private persons,
mgtters little. The position of the
majority remains the same, They are
wage slaves producing surplus value
surplus or foreign wealth for an awl
ing elass,

With the foregoing in mind we must
examine the policies and platforms of
the contending parties. The main
contenders, the Labor and Natlonal-
ist parties, are maEing almost iden-
tical offers. In fact, it would seem
that the Nationalists have adopted,
holus bolus, the policy of the Labor
Parly, including a plank of the lat-
ter's old platform, so quietly dropped
hy them of recent years, namely,
“the abolition of the Legislative
Council. ™

The difference between these par-
ties Is that Labor claims that the re-
forms advocated by both can be better
implemented by a greater degree of
State control. The Nationalists claim
that private enterprise can better im-
plement them.

When addressing a meeting of
‘Waterside Workers in Wellington, the
Prime Minister, Mr. P. Ffaser, ex-
pressed surprise ' that the National
Party was contesting the election, Ow-
ing to the similarity of the programs
he contended that they were wasting
time. He claimed that the Labor
Partv could carry out the policy more
efficiently than the Nationalists

The program of the “Cemmunist”
Party, published in the “Peoples’
Voice,” September 1946, differs

glightly from the Labor Party’s, and
is headed, “Nationalise Key Indus-
tries: Non-contributory Social Seeur-
ity: Raise Wages: Lift Taxes on
‘Workers.” Not one word of explana-
tion of Socialism or Communism, of
how the workers can achieve this ob-
Ject, which is the ONLY solution to
their problems. The whole -program
is a familiar list of reforms no differ-
ent in essentials from other parties.
No doubt. as in the past, they will
continue to change and bwisk their
party line to the needs of the tortu-
ous foreign policy of the Russian
ruling class.

Other parties contesting the elec-
tion have no essential differences in
thelr programs.  All agree that the
basic conditions for the exploitation
of the immense majurl(yuttwﬂ'b
ere—shall be retained., Thes#" basic

“Britain, Canada, US.A.

eonditions are the private r,u,nn:shm
in the means of living, the relative of
wage-labor to capital rty, Un-
employment, and War effects
these chnditions

aTe

A study of the wages s
workers, will enable you to arriveses
the conclusion that the only solution )
to the problems that confromt you {8

fellow

The te of
has, in many minds
ssociated with maov

make “capitalism . run more

by means of social and political
forms. It is important to the Socia
it moves nent that m

ism, but

conscious as well as unknowing de-
fenders of Capitalism. Some of t
are anxious only to alleviate suffer-
ing. Others support reforms as a
method of making Capitalism mers
secure

Hence the reason for the entry of
the Socialist Party of New Zealagd
into the field of political action

£

the SP.N.Z. insists that soeial
whether introduced = by
Labor, or so-called Comunist partiss

cannot lead to Socialism, it follo
that the SP.NZ. restricts its mem-
bership to those wha are convinced
zocialists. We claim  that given Sa-
cialist knowledge the workers will
the necessary steps to organise pol
ally for the democratic congues:
political power, for the purpose of
troducing  Socialism.

Ve therefore appeal to all worker
to study the socialist c
us in the task of prop

ist: knowledge, therek Inctemng the
day when a r of workers he-
come convinced

ONLY remedy

thereupon vote a majord

ment to introduce it B

part of those most concernsd—the
workers—to bring this abour, wil

mean the retention of Capitalism, 5
its effects, unemployment, povert
and modern wars with their new har-
rors, atomic boml d

We address oun
ers because we know that thi
are able to deliver mankind from
horrors of such wars

‘The Socialist Party of New Zealand
and its companion parties i A

call upon the workers to
achieve Lheir object: The
ment of a system of societ:
on the common ownership
cratic control of  the
struments for produci
buting wealth by a
of soclety as a whe
It is the ONLY ¢
EXECUTIVE CD\:MIT’I‘hs
SPNZ.
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A SAFETY VALVE FOR CAPITALISM

xb three years Australia
deral Labor Govern-

& sllghtly decreased ma-
¢ House of Representatives
incrensed “majority in the

‘maintain that the Labor F1n
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ses. Unlike the Liberals he is
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uly: Australian Party, with the
property that it finds a place
very shade of Australian life
He l("hlﬂey] claims the big
lustrialists, the private banker and
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e5” who will in due course em-
socialism—and like it." (Inte
th E. H, Cox, "Herald,” 3#/46
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‘otdinary human blokes. Let us,
lition, grant that Mr. Chifley is
and sincere. So what? The
pitalism are not caused by

or bad intentions of the

lass, nor are they affected by
singerity or otherwise of Labor
5" It is not the socialist view
capitalists are monsters in hu-
. rather we realise that AS
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aws of the system, laws
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THE LABOR FARTY BAYS

HA’l NEVER AGAIN WILL THAT
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tice, -\ fair deal, and ‘an objectiy
mployment.”
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al Labor Government had
planned & program of public works
that would maintain !ull Pl
for & period of 20

famous promise.

the official ALP. organ rsport,
full ustralia was ENTERING A
GOLDEN AGE

LEGISLATION
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a start

ORTHODOX, CONVENTIONAL."
How will these promises be ecarried
y evolutionary transforma-
The Labor Party
mandate from the ele
ate for that, nor does it desire
ut,” some friend
h' 5 t they can carry
some radical reforms and be
conditions of

Cap
be retc-m]c—d ln the inter-

ests of the working class, but even
apart from this fundamental fact, the
Labor Party do NOT stand for any
“unorthodox" reforms. It is true that
press attacked

is also. equally

we find such stran
ctable Melbnumr—
the Norton chain blo}
weeklles — “Sydney Daily
c , but not leas|

etc—and the
“Freedom Ne

Let the “Age” s In a leading
crude on the ALP. policy speech, it

It , generally, a sober out-

hne of responsibilities, and the pro-
gram of A PARTY PLEDGED TO
ORTHODOX, EVEN CONVENTIONAL
METHO! OF CHANGE." (“Age
3/9/48, our emphasis) And the Lon-
don “Times" was equally emphaf
“Despile party propagahda o
to persuade the electors, fivy
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1r'{l|l'l“ q., in ald, {8/46.)
“Herald’ Pinance Editor reported
that there was “No D
Outlock” and that
remain relatively
changed” (30/9/46). (Our emphasis.)
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“HONEST OPPORTUNISM
PERHAPS THE MObT
DANGERO!
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WHY RFI"ERE'\'D‘IH FAILED,

tp mn]arlw of states was nof ob-
tained for the Marketing and Em-
ployment questions. As we stated last
manth, the carrying or failure of the
Referendum makes no difference to
the Australian v"nrking class, but it
to ve the reasons

for the failure, und f«r the hij
ber of informal s. (We are not

dpluding ourse &

the ballot
as w b-

that the

the Referendum

ilure. compleie or

de it with an alibi,

it would have

been somewhat harder I:D find a good

reason why

materiali
ernment

brief incidents

. . . The pinin truth is that
erzﬂ \eaded members of the
i industrial

Lest we be accused of
o o “anti-Labor”
here is what Mr. Brian F‘itzpnl.m.
had to say

up]uﬂuent
marketin mentioning.”
Smith’s Wi B /9/46.)
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"‘!"l'ﬂlige re~urgnnizea

- Bt
"ﬂauomll.sm or Boclallsmi 10,
TMREE SOCTALIST MONTHLIES,

loelnli.sl Btandard"—
i - 5/0 yearly

“Wesbem Buu}all:t"
U.8. and Canada .. 2/9 six mihs,

“Soclalist Comment"—
Australia and N.Z.

. /6 yearly
1/3 slx mths.
4AVE MONEY ON POSTAGE
TAKE OUT A COMBINED
BSUBECRIPTION |
“Blandard" & “Western” 9/6 yriy,
4/0 six mths.
“Standard” DR “Western” &
"Comment" . B8/8 yearly
) 3/8 six mths,
SPECTAL OFFER!
All three, “Standard,” “West-
ern,” “Comment” .. 5/3 six mths,
TEN SHILLINGS A YEAR
Every NEW subscriber to the 10/-
offer will receive free, and post
free: 6 Back istues of the
“Standard."
State whether interested in some
particular subject.
Btucka limited—so ACT N O W !
A, PO. BOX 1440-M,,
Melbourne.

This Month's Quote in full:
“Thiz forgetfulness of the great
main standpoints in the mone-
tary interests of the day, this

consideration for the later con-
sequences, this sacrifice of the
future of the movemeni for its
present may be ‘honestly” meant,
but it is and remains oppor-
tunism, and ‘honest opportun-
ism is perhaps the most dan-
gerous of all.”

Subscribe now!
“interesting articles in coming issues!
“Palestine” Twa articles:  Palitical

Enlkes—l.heir real meaning.”
"ﬂnninlim and ‘Dirty Work.'" ete.,
ete

Don't miss these

Democracy—N.Z. Version.
“The bulk of military defaulters
would not be able to register for vot-
ing at the coming election . . . safd MELBOURNE,
A representative of the National Ser- 0 g ike.”
vice Dept., today . . . It was set out 1 T"““ of l_'l‘_; Strike." —
in Electoral Emergency Regulabions, ‘ ﬁ’pr- s This Busines
1043, that the mames of all persons gF Sstorg,t =k A
who' had been committed to a de- B el dhe Jey
faulters’ detention camp and had not o anders, FOR D
been discharged should be erased i UL N
from every electoral roll” e LR
Exercise in Logic: Take a war (sald All-nzagv‘ltlt' 'm: o Rl
to be for Demoeracy). Take men who B Tal Saeen Bper
exercise  their alleged  democratic PN NimiL Blreds, §
rights and refuse to take part in that i,

LECTURES

A TES,

War, Take these two facturs—and Lectures advertised “Age.
what have you got? Those who dare Saturday, “Meetings
exercise thelr “rights’ are to be de- Column.
prived of them, gntl. only during, but NEW ZEALAND,
after, the war. course, New Zea- 3 -
land has @ democratic government, ““'I',”L‘,L;,';:;m ECC"?E:T’: :‘,2,(.1
and it’s a Labor Party one. So—what nd S
have you? Pt T80 D, - Oare
But even that lsn't enough; “A re- %E:,E]:S B:‘:,ﬁl%;‘ ARu::‘r:';_'
solution passed unanimously. at a 4o

asia Bldgs., East Street and

meeting of the Dominion council of Karangohape Road

the Returned Services Association in

Petone: Watch loca 581
August, 1843, contended that. default- At e e
ers should be debarred from civil Mons, Discussion. Come
rights for 10 years. At a meeting to- along! 2

night the RS A, decided to send a

letter to the Prime Minister, Mr, AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.
Fraser, reiterating the previous re- SPA—SYDNEY: PO. Box
solution."—(Cutting from “Auckland 2201, GFO Meets fort-
Star,” 9/10/46.) nightly, Tuesdays, Room

Ten years is & bit optimistic, gentle-
men! By that time, unless the work-
crs wake up, Capitalism is quite lkgfy
to have produced another war.

—TG—SPNZ
COMPANION PARTIES

8.F. of Canada.

P.0, Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man.

S.P. of Great Britain.

2 Rugby St., London, W.C.1.

5.P. of New Zealand

99, Station House, Rawson P
Place, Public invited.
SP.A—MELBOURNE PO
Box 1440-M. Meets every
Tuesday. See “Lectures.”

THIS AND THAT ....

“Accounts issued by 38 -com-
panies last week reveal profits

& : feompared with the previous
P.0. Box 62, Petone, N.Z. year) as follow: Higher .16
Workers S.P. of U.8. Lower 5. 8teady. .. 15..."

27 Dock Sq., Boston 8, Mass. “Herald” Finance Editor, 18/9 15

“Average Pay drops in Aus-

tralin—18/4 Lower Tham in
1943."—From figures of Com-
monwealth  Statistician, “‘Her-
ald,” 19/9/48,

EXCHANGES,

Parties and groups wishing to
exchange with “Sccialist Com-
ment” are asked to send us a copy
of their publication, marking #
“Exchange List."
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§ SPA

ECT.—The lﬂabllshm!n[ of 2 system 0‘ society based upon the

and democratio contfol of the means and instruments for

!-rudlriml and distributing wealth by and in the
ity.

SPN.Z

n
interest of the whale

Tha Saeialist Putlns nr Jhslmlia and New Zealand hold:
|. That seclety as nt pressnt constituted lased
llln nwnlrslllp of the manns nl l[ ing (i.e., land, ifactori

ailways, by tho eanita or master class, and tha
Cﬂ ‘!ql!enl ellllnﬂ‘mﬂ'vt of ﬂ!« working elass, by whos:
labour alone wealth is sroduced,

2. That in socletv, thore‘ore, there fs an antanonism of
inlerests, manlllsting jissif s a olass strungle Letwe:n
lhw{ who nossess but o not produce. and those who

uce but do not nossess.

3. That this anteaonism can be abolished only by the
g‘nlnninntlnn of 1he working ciass from the domination of
m ‘

1] mancination must be
w[e ng olass itself.

t Wiery of t. ineluding 1
B T DT ot el s

sex.
the work ol the

by the capitalist class of the wealth taken from
ers the working class must ornanise conscioushy
eally for the conguest of the pawers of govern-
e national and [ocal. in order that this maehinery,
inzludina these forees. mr{! be converted from anm insfru-
it of oppression inte the agent of emancipation and
the overthrow of privilage, aristocratic and. pluteoratic,
Tha® as all political parties are but the exnression of
e*ase Interests. and as the (nterest of the wnrkiny class 15
i=metienlly onnosed to the interest of all sections of the

v party.
ES OF AUSTRALIA AND
herefore enter the field of pelitical
Innd to wase war aoalnst ali other olitieal
ies. whather alleged labour or avowedly canitalist. and
eall upan i!la membhers nf ||B wnrhmu elass of this cnunlrv
fo muster under their that
termination mnv Im Wl n|]l|l tn th- system which deorwes
tham o the fruits of their labour, and that povertv may
nlye rlaos g mmmrl privilege to eguality. lm‘r slavery
to_frecdom

Those anresing with the above nrlnciulas and desiring
enrolment apply to nearest addr
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