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ONE PENNY

Feathers Fly in N.Z. “Workeg’;c;radl;se; 2

In view of the boasts and claims of
the Labour Pollticians that since the
Labour Party has been in power, leg-
ielation has been brought down plac-
ing N.Z. second to nene in living
standards and social security for its
working class, it would séem base in-
gratitude, is the cause of the indus-
trial upheavals that have occurred,
particularly since the end of 1944,

The Waterside Workers' Union —
problem child of the Labour Govern-
ment—has been the object of much
abuse, scandal, scorn and dire threats.
Labour cabinei ministers and Govern-
ment representatives overseas have
condemned this section of the N.Z.
working class.

At the launching of N.Z. Shipping
‘Company’s new ship, M.V. Haparangi,
Mr. Jorden, High Commissioner for
N.Z., after complimenting the Com-
pany on their courage in commission-
ing the =hip, “suddenly startled the
grests by striking the table before
him and crying: What is the good of
tmilding these fine food ships — what
is the use of manning them and sail-
ing them if they are going to idle
away their time in distant ports lack-
ing carsoes because of local industrial
disputes.” (Evening Post, Wellington,
B/A/4AT) .

Prior to the elections, the Water-
side Workers' Union spent large sums
of money in demonstrations for the
return of the Labour Government.
They gave thousands of pounds to
the Labour Party’s election fighting
fund, After the election, which La-
bour won by the 'skin of its teeth
the wharfies' action in defying and
“embarrassing their own Government"
seems stupid and illoglcal. The ways
of workers with such meagre knowl-
edge of thelr pesition in society are
certainly strange, and we must look
o little further for the cause of such
conduct,

Since the Labour Party attained
rower in 1935, nominal wages have
risen but the living standard has
fallen. In the attempt to implement
their programme of reforms the Gov-
crnment has met with many obstacles.
Farly in their term they were able
to fob off the impatient workers with
the excuse that the previous Govern-
ment had left such n mess that it
weuld be some time before they could
move. So the admonition “don't
embarrass the Labour Government™
served them well until it became an
wbject of derision. The war soon pro-
vided another in  “crush the Nazi
monster.” When this became thread-
‘tare “stabillsation” took its place. By
voting themselves a substantial rise
in pay the politicians themselves took
the sting out of this one. “Winning
the Peace” had a short life, followed
Ty “food for our starving kith and kin
in the Old Country.” This slogan has

served the Government well in de-
fending the interests of the ship-
Cwners in their battle with the water—
siders, The so-called high wages
earned by this group of workers, the
emenities and benefits bestowed upon
them by the waterfront Control
Commission have been much publi-
cised and used in an effort to dis-
credit them in the eyes of the workers
generally, and to show them to be
greedy and indifferent to the suffer-
ings of others. 1In an effort to force
the Watersiders pack to ‘“normal”
working hours (8 am. to 9 pm) the
“Commission” was suspended. This-
suspeénsion left the Watersiders en-
tirely unmoved and not a little puz-
led as to the importance and value
of the benefits and amenities

bes-
towed.

The "Commission,” like the Rail-
ways Industrial Tribunal and other

set-ups interposed between the Master
and the men in bargaining for the
price and condition of sale of the
workers' labouring power. has served
the master well. The procrastination
of such hodies in bringing down
decisions which. in any case are rarely
acceptable to workers, has sorely tried
their patience, forcing them to strike.

‘There is the position in which the
Waterside Workers found themselves
During the war Watersiders- made
many concessions in their working
conditions, ete, while suffering wage
deductions in the form of wage tax
and income tax (an average of 23%)
Many protests were made against

these deductions, but pleas by Union
and Government Officlals not to fm-
pede the war effort were heeded
Fromises were made of a new order
on the successful conclusion of the
war. The waterside workers think il
is about time an instalment of the
“New Order” was forthcoming.

Four modest demands were put
forward:—1, "That each man regis-
tered, e chall be guaranteed work

in each day, Monday to Saturday in-
clisive, to the value of not less than
14/-, or, failing the provision of such
work, shall be paid that sum. 2, Wage
increases to restore the position as
laid dewn by the Court of Arbitration
whereby wnterside workers receive
25% above the hourly rate of unskilled
workers. 3, Immediate improvements
in accommedation. (This has bee
an outstanding grievance for
years and has been p d contlnu-
ously for the past six years.). 4, Abo-
lition of Saturday engagem:
reed by the Min-

xecutive Committee
of the NZ. Federation of Labour,
that these were responsible demands,
they elaimed that the Watersiders'
n in engaging in an over-time
strike was wrong, and that they
should place the dispute in their
(The Federation's) hands and return
to “normal” hours of work. It could
be settled by negotiation. Previous
experience in negotiation made the
Watersiders decide to stick their toes
in and buck the “Workers' Govern-

Continued on Page Z.

KISS AND TELL

‘We reproduce, in full, the following
news item which appeared in “The
Cuardian,” official orgen of the Aus-

tralian Communist Party, Victorian
division. of January 10th, 1947, on
Emphasis is “The

Pope Meels Communisis.

“The Pope recently agreed to give
audience te Communists before leav-
ing his holiday villa at Castel Gan-
doll

fo.

The Catholic people of this ancient
village had elected a left-wing coun-
cil, pledged to the breaking up of the
Lig estates among the poor farmers.
The new town fathers were led by the

Communist shoemaker, Mario dl
Bernadino
Although angry at their election,

the Pope agreed to receive them for
the traditional farewell ceremony
However, he received them in the
cobbled courtyard of the villa instead
of the marble-flcored rooms inside
where the ceremony was usually held

He asked them about the erops, not
about politics.

According to custom the Pope was
presented with wine, frult and fish,

and Mario di Bernadino koell and
kissed the Pope's ring.
The townspeople, while strongly

catholic, will have nothing to do with
the Pope's anti-communist propa-
ganda. Di Bernadino, while not at-
tacking the Pope himself, has accused
Vatican functionaries around the
Pope of wanting to keep political
power from the people” .

Long comment on our part would
only spoil this superb piece. We can
cnly suggest that the local “comrades™
immediately sénd a telegram to “the
communist  shoemaker’  suggesting
that the “Communist " Party of Haly
immediately put forward the demand
that the Pope should receive them in
proper “marble floored rooms” instead
cf a mere ‘“cobbled courtyard” After
all, it IS a bit awkward, having to
kneel on a cobbled floor and kiss the
ring—especially when it's raining

—8tan,



ﬁlw COMMENT
It is interesting to reflect that very
eften out-and-out reactionaries scem
o have a bet!

The mag:“l'nr it are monffold ;
probably one of the main ones is the
fact that these people Intend to take
deliberate advantage of political ig-
norance, while the “progressives” kid
themselves that they are combatting
it. ‘These lines are prompted by o
quote from a book just published,
".wut.munimmd;hm:‘hnﬂ&“ghaglir:’
Jd. G . Mr. agh has.
ntgln to say on Australian politics:
“Between the Conservative (Capi-
tal) and Progressive (Labour) ele-
ments in the natlon's politics there
has been only o time-lag, for both
are dominanily Liberal in their social
philosophy. Hence Labour leaders
evolve inte Conservatives, with the
mellowing of vears and Conservatives
implement essentially Labour policles,
while both compete with each other
for popular support by fostering the
extension of the powers of the State.”
{G. In “Argus” Book Section, 15/2/47).

BAD MEMORY . . .

Mr. Clarey is guite indignant at the
charge that the ACTU. has gone
over to the "Communists.” He stated
that “the decisions of the recent eon-
ference of the A.C.T.U. were made by
that body in an effort to carry out
the decisions of the 1945 ACTU Con-
gress” (Labor Call, 13/2/47).

Unfortunately, he “forgot” to men-
tlon that one of those 1945 decislons
was a resolution, giving the Labor
Government a “deadline” in 196 by
which the 40-hour week must be in-
troduced, or else.

A flexible “deadline” we'd say!

There has also been a lot of fuss
by the press about Mr. Clarey's
position of being at the same time
president of the ACTU and Wictorian
Minister for Labor. (He is also Presi-

-is: From each according to his powers, to
each according to his needs, Equality is only propor-
‘ sts in a true manner only when every
S person, in accordance with the laws of his bodily con-
{ stitution written hy Nature itself, produces according to
his faculties and consumes according to his wants.”

LOUTS BLANC,

mme hhnr'MQ\t because he
Melt their labor background would be
ﬁ ~useful” (Herald, 21/2).

PR et g g

. - Cooleat and i Mr. Holt
§ ok

dent of the Storemen & Packers and
the Food Preservers' Umions) How.
asks the “Herald” can he “uphold
the Constitutlon” and “foster strikes”
at the same time?

Poor Clarey! It must be a hard
blow fo him te see that his services
to the capitalist class are not being
appreciated. If the ‘Herald" only
realised that Clarey is worth his
welght in gold to the bosses, but not
worth id. to the workers, it would
not attack him.

Contined on Page 3, third column

. pose wage increases?

ALIST COMMENT

Jor BOME years now, a sympathizer
‘uf the BF.A. W. Daft, of Forcett,
‘Tasmanis, has issued, under the name
‘of “Sccialist Informatlon Bureau,”

" various roneod leaflets concerned with

soclalist propaganda. Comrade Daft
15 net a member of the Soclalist
| Party, believing that he can do more
‘useful work outside it. 1In general,

“the leaflets sent to us by him have

been sound and we believe that, on
the whole, he is doing a good job.
However, there are some differences
ketween his policy and ours, and one
of them—the question of wages and
prices—is of general interest. In fair-

. ness to Comrade Daft, we ought to

point out that, in a private letter,
te informs us that his views ‘“are
not meant to be hard and fast,” and
ps his short article will help to
Dbring about a discussion
For reasons of space we cannot
teproduce the whole of the roneod
article on “The Basic Wage" on which
wur eriticism is based, but we hope
that the following is a fair summary
of his views:—
1—The 7/- increase does not cover
the rise in prices, nor would the extra
£1 a week, If granted, do-so. “Com-
moditles such as clothing and foot-
wear have increased as much as 300
per cent.” In spite of “price control”
iticreases in prices were permitted by
the Chifiey Government immediately
after the basic wage increase Wwas
announced. “Under the modern
set-up of Capitalism a general rise in
wages does, In the long run, bring
about a rise in commodity prices. In
earlier days of capitalism, and when
the State had less control over econ-
cmy and production, and when the
capitalist class was not so highly
oiganised in those days it was true
to say that wage increases did not
necessarily mean a rise in commodity
prices.” But today things are differ-
ent.

2—Daft then tries to answer the
question put recently in these col-
umns: “If the capitalist class can off-
set a wage increase by increasing pri-
ces of commoditles, why do they op-
he guestion
Las several answers. Firstly, the
Capitalist class on a matter of prin-
ciple and also on a matter of disci-
rline, oppose every reform demanded
by the workers. Secondly, a general
wage increase tends to temporarily
upset the balance of trade and pro-
ductlon.” Daft then says that wage
increases do not “bring real economic
gains to the workers.” 1
REPLY—Point 1: Forgets tlml:ﬂpﬁfoes
al present are under the control of a
demand market. It is stated, correct-
ly, that the prices of certain com-
modities have Increased up to 300%
But these increases have been made
without any corresponding wage in-
preases! As W. Daft maintains that
in the leng rTun rises in woges bring
pbout rises in prices, how to account
for the growing surplus value as ex-
pressed in profits and increased capi-
tallsation, if as he seems to assume,
increnses in wages are balanced by
increases in prices?

PAGE THREE

HE FORUM :

Why Prices Increase

As for the early days of capitalism
¥e are prepared to admit that wage
Increases were more easily covered by
Increased mechanisation and re-
organisation of industry, and that to-
day it f5 increasingly hard to make
BNy great increase in produetivity
without an increasingly greater in-
crease of capltalisation.

In his second point, Daft seems to
ue to be begging the question, If the
eapitalist class could recoup wage in-
creases by price increases, and if their
resistance to inreased wages is merely
a guestion of “priniple and discipline”
their opposition would be half-heart-
ed. Why, if they can increase prices
at will with a wage rise. do they not
increase them by much more? What
L3 it that permits them to sell, say
shoes. at price increased by 300% hub
not by 600%? The answer iz obviously
that they can only increase prices if
the market will stand it, AND TO
THE EXTENT THAT THE MAREET
WILL STAND IT. Daft  seems
prone to minimige the influence of
the law of supply and demand. True,
this is only a short-term  influence,
but it nevertheless exists. Today,
after a period of wholesale destruc-
tion such as the world has just
passed through, this law asserts itself
very strongly.

On the question of “price control
Surely it is obvious that “price con-
tiol” can only function in the meas-
ure that supply and demand permit
It to function. What else is the Black
Market but an indication of this fact?
Even under caomplete State Capitalism
a¢ in Russia, or under a regimented

trol, smash or abolish it have failed.
Why? Because, with & shortage of
goods on the one hand, and a banked
up demand on the other hand, the
law of supply and demand asserts it-
=elf in spite of all attempts to control
it

As far as the second pari of this
paragraph is concerned, we as social-
ists have never at any time put for-
ward the proposition that wage in-
ciease under capitalism will bring
long-term economic gains to the
workers. Was it not Marx who form-
ulated the “law of increasing misery”?
Have we not always peinted cut that
the standards of living of the workers
are falling, and must continue to fall?
The whole point about Trade Union
action is that without it these stan-
dards would fall more rapidiy.

Apart from any other factars, there
is the situation created by the TFE‘?H!

From this position they can extri-
cate themselves by two means —
Risuming the volume of national
wealth remains the same—(a) a soal-
ing down of interest charges—impos-
sible at this stage—and (b) a reduc-
tlon in the workers' share of the
national wealth.  This latter “solu-
tion" is being attempted at present,
with a consequent resistance on the
part of the workers

‘With each successive war this posi-
tlon becomes worse, the national debt
stepping out ahead of the natural n-
Crease in productivity with the result
tkat the worker's economie position
deteriorates from year to year and
from war to war. (Lack of space pre-
vents reference to other factors.)

However, having had to disagree
with the approach of Comrade Daft
to this question, we are glad.to ses
that his conclusions are sound:

“While the present syetem exists,
the workers are forced to the position
‘where they can take no other actions
but to demand more wages and im-
proved working conditions; and ln
making these demands the workers
get our fullest support. But we urge
the working class to give serfous con-
sideration to the position they ocoupy
in the present social economic set-up.
I they do this, they will readily see
that the wages tem, lock, stock and
harrel, will have to be scrapped before
they can gain real’security and pros—
perity” o

—

CUTTINGS.—Continued.
TEMPERANCE.

With regard to the article on “Beer
and Sociallsm” in our Feb. issue, &
friend draws cur at ion to a quote
by Marx and Engels which puts the
matter in a nutshell

“A part of the bourgeoisie is’ desir-
ous of redressing soclal grievances im
order to secure the continued exis—
tence of bourgesis society ‘To this
section belong economists, philanthro-
pists, humanitarians, improvers of the
conditions of
organisers of ct
societies for the prev 0]
to  animals, TEMPERANCE FAN-
ATICS, hole-and-corner reformers of
every imaginable kind." (“Commumnist
Manifesto”,  Workers' Educational
Bureau Edition, p5T. our capitals)

MARCH OF TIME.

We wonder how many of the
Unlonists who marched through Mel-
bourne’s streets on Labor D: callse
that the first 8-hours' day was cele=
brated on April 21st, 1857, If the 40-
hour week should be achieved during
1947 it will have taken ninety years
to get it

~-HH.

wholesale destruction of
end productive resources. So much
money has been borrowed on the
materials of war that this alone is
sufficient to upset the financial equil-
ibrium of the capitalist system. Since
the interest on money lent comes out
of the surplus value created by the
workers and appropriated by those in
control of the means of production,
and since there has been an increase
in this. indebtedness, this leaves those
who derive their profit from indus-
trial enterprise in a relatively Worse
position

DER THE BEAR'S PAW
“The enthusiasm of the so-called
left for Russia is genarally
proportion to their knowle
facts. The facts are tl

reach of everyone: Abolition the
right to strike, subordination of the
trade " unions to the burea ts of
the employing (State) trusts, shack=

ling of the worker to his place of
work under the menace imprison=
ment, progressive elimination of the
children of the working-class [rem
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SOCIALIST COMMENT

universities and higher schools, now
reserved for the children of the bur-
restoration &I the laws of
ipheritance and of life insurance
which transfer the social privileges of
the parents to their children and in-
troduce inequality at the eradle.

To all this'we must add the mass
deportations — of soviet citizens, as
well as of those of the occupied coun-
tries—the law of hostages which

es a man's entire family respon-
sible- for his actlons. the suppression
of all political opposition, the ‘elec-
tions' which give the voters only the
right to vote ves or mo on n candi-
date named by superior authorities,
the referendums which give 98% of
yes votes, ete.

In a word—a state with a nation-
alized and centrallzed economy om
which le superimposed a tyrannical
and totalitarian autocracy.”

{From “Le Libertajre" Paris, 8/11/
46.)

WHAT A COMEDOWN!

“We are exiremely sceptical of any
Action the ACTU may decide to take,
In the past this body has bungled al-

~ mpst every major industvial dispute
that hes been put inta its hands”
TThus we wrote last month. AL the

moment of golng to press. that ACTU
has (a) called off the May Day strike,
(b) is fghting the engineers instead
of the employers, and (c) is trying to
convert the whole struggle for higher
wages into a political fight against
the Communists.

what i1l do next, we don't kmow,
but we're sure it won't be anything

(CPATALATA AR A AT

5.0, 8. 15

Our funds are low. We de-
pend on working-class support,
If you're in sympathy with our
work, send us a donation.

Treasurer,
"Bocialist Comment.”
PO, Box 1440-M, Melb.

LITERATURE (All prices include
postage).

“Soeialism" .. .. .. .. .o o d.
“8P. Principles and Folley” .. Td.
“Famlly Allowances" SRR P HE 1
“Beveridge re-organizes

Poverty” .. P S e T
"Nationalisation or Sociallsm?”. 10d.

NOW AVAILABLE : MARXIST
CLASSICS.

“Critigue of the Gotha Program”
{Karl Marx), 7d. post free

“Capital,’ Vol. I, sbridged (Earl
Marx), &/-, post free

Have YOU seen our “Study Notes"?
21 subjects—free.
Detalls from “Press Service,” Melb.

——,

COMPANION PARTIES.

S.P. of Canada.
SP. of Great Britain
P.O. Box 1751, Winnipeg. Man.
2 Rugby St London, W.C.1
SP. of New Zealand. .
PO. Box 62, Petone, N.Z
Works SP. of US.
27 Dock Sq., Boston 8, Mass.

=ensible.
DONATIONS RECEIVED.
Melbourne; HD., 1/-; YL, §
OF, 2/-; 'ES., 8/~ Sell

HH,
JT. Bl Toowoomba, Qld.: AG., 1/
Eden Hills, S.A: AW, 2/6. Total:
£1/18/6.

Send denations, Send Regular Bun-
dle orders, Get subscribers. Pay
your accountst

LECTURES
MELBOURNE.

April 8th and 2 (o be an-
Rotneed, b

Other Tuesdays : Branch
Meetings. Open to Public
All activities at: Temper-
ance Hall, Russell Street, 8

RN

pam,

Lectures advertised “Age,’
Baturday, “Meetings"”
Column.

NEW ZEALAND,

Auckland: Economic and
Discussion Class, every
Monday, 730 pm., Car-
penters’ Union Rooms
Unlon Bank of Austral-

aslz Bldgs., East Street and
Karangohape Road,
Petone: Watch local Press!
All Lectures, ete., free. Ques-
tions, Discussion Come
along!

AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.
BPA—~SYDNEY: PO. Hox

2291, GFPO Meets fori-
nightly, Tuesdays, Room
99, Station House, Ra
Place. Public invited
8. P.A—MELBOURNE P.O
k Box 1440-M. Meets eVery
% Tuesday. See “Lectures.”

ARERERNRNRNENNE NN NN,

THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES
“8ocialist Standard” 5/8 yrly.
“Western Socialist” 716 yefriyy
‘*Socialist Comment’ 2/6 yrly.
(N.Z.: 1/6 yearly)
SPECIAL OFFER!
All Three: - a YEAR

“SOCIALISM OR
CHAODS”

SPA, PO, BOX 1440-M.,
Melbourne.
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