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PREFACE. -

TaE present time is a most hazardons one, Good men and women, of all stations
in society, recognize that the existing social conditions are most unjnst and likely
to suffer a serious crash in the not far distant future. Naturally enough the
thinkers of the age are trying, through the channels of pleasing fiction, to present
a solution of the knotty social problem which confronts us; but, in the present
writer's opinion, although their efforts have been an inestimable boon to humanity,
they have all, with perhaps one exception, fallen short of the desired goal.
“ Looking Backward” is too impracticable, and too authoritarian to be desirable
even if it were practicable, as the clever writer of “Looking Further Forward "
has well shown; *“Camsar’s Column,” althongh a masterpiece of destructive
Teasoning, is unsatisfactory to those who would see society build itself anew ;
# News from Nowhere " i8 too exclusively sentimental ; while the hosts of minor
works are not characterized by any ideas of special value in the solution of the
problem. Even *Freeland,” the able work of Dr. Hertzka which towers above
all the others in profundity of thought and correct economic insight, is based
upon a scheme of such colossal magnitade as to somewhat detract from its
immediate utility, and furthermore it relies for its execution upon the means of
the wealthy. In the present work the writer endeavors to show how the
oppressed classes can work out their own emancipation without reliance upon the
uncertain assistance of the wealthy.

The author glnﬁ]y acknowledges the valuable assistance rendered by Mr.
Philip Kleinmann and Mr, David A, Crichton (late Government Agricultural
Lecturer), wi 7e supplied valuable information used in working out some of
the detailsy also several other gentlemen and ladies, who have kindly

furnished %ﬁgﬁg particulars,

If the present
to emancipate the
been in vain.

k should be the means of stimulating the workers to strive

MELBOURNE,

.by rational methods, the author’s labors will not have




THE MELBOURNE RIOTS;

And How Harry Holdfast and His Friends Emancipated
' the Workers.

. I N

« Harry, if you take my advice you'll not go to that meeting.” =

« But I don’t intend to take your advice, John. T know
about. And I know that my presence will have an important effect in
deciding the fate of those unfortunate wretches, who are almest driven
mad with hunger and oppression. What with those crafty capitalistic
wire-pullers aggravating them to deeds of rashness and riot on the one
side, and the equally unprincipled tactics and dangerous utterances of
those favour-seeking demagognes on the other, they are in the greatest
danger that they could possibly be. They might as well be at the mercy
of wild beasts in a jungle. I have strong misgivings that some serious
calamity will befall them to-night.”

“ A very good reason why you should stay at home, instead of getting
into trouble over other people.”

But Harry Holdfast was determined. No argument or appeal could
possibly affect him—unless, indeed, to intensify his determination—and
without taking any notice of his brother’s retort, he immediately left the
house, and made his way to town where the * monster indignation labor
meeting ” advertised to be held.

Harry pular character amongst the working people of Mel-
hourne, because as not only an eloquent labor agitator, but he had a
happy me  putting himself on friendly terms with his hearers b
appealing  natures of friend and foe alike, Of course, he ha
his enemi e has had who has tried to make the world better
than he fo ley were not many, and he gave them little oppor-
tunity of poin or of slander against him, the worst that ;'
could say of hi e was an “agitator.” But as he was proud
of the title, tha uble him. ot

But there hat did trouble Harry, and troubled him

deeply.
 of destitution amongst thousands of the

There was a
working clusses, bourne, but thronghout the

of Victoria; in alled, become
common throughon ere. @ -
ment in all directio d me
totally unobtainable s of the

.
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oyed were growing greater and greater from weer f;
ble societies were organizing in every big centre of populatiy,
swera powerless to effect any material change in the state of 44,
all the h they dispensed in six months could not keep those .
out of employment supplied with the necessaries of life for a singls |,

The Government had been compelled to start various relief vl

y only employed a very few, and only succeeded in swelling tle o),
heavy borden of taxation. Economy was sought by retrenchment iy
civil service, hundreds of public servants being dispensed with, Lt ||
only helped to throw more men into the growing ranks of the ulltzmp_._-‘,.
and left the solution of the difficulty as far off as ever. The labor par
who after many years of untiring struggle had got a very numecrous 1 -
sentation in the legislature, were powerless to tear down the strong vey
interests arrayed against them as they had hoped to do, and .
ignorant of the ultimate canses of the terrible depression which
threatening to break up society as they were divided in opinion as to+
wisest expedients to tide over the present difficulties ; as to a radical =
permanent cure, they did not dare to entertain the thought of it.

The streets of Melbourne were thronged with men in vain scarch
employment ; there were a few of the genuine genus * loafer” amon:

them, but the great mass were strong, steady, worthy fellows, anxions
willing to work, but with no work that they {night p{ﬂ; their hands to. |
was estimated that they numbered no less than 50,000 persons. Ani «
it was pointed out that, by the statisties of Hayter’s “ Year Book,’ |l
Colony was wealthier than it had ever been before; in fuct, it had v i
dm;s Pproportion to its size, one of the wealthiest countries in ghe world, D
& h}nﬁ; i;]lllxs fact, ]t;he very employers themselves were begining to s
ol e wrezlc ed workers ; bankruptcies were increasing daily, |
iz f: p was closing its shutte;s, merchants were reducing their import,
! :lfn:]l;s BI:aBmg to Ben_d the;rl products to market for want of bus:
stesmb] tﬁ rgest firms in the city, which had always been felt to i«
e as the Government itself, found themselvos compelled to suspe

operations, and in i i

%:nds o?:_ ol s?;:\lrley. cases to give up their entire estate, thus throwing
j climax was reached, when, on the day b '
. The y i efore ens, 1l

gfﬁn:lf ifirm ﬁf Goldack}mldt. Beere and C‘g.-hsd di:zfisssl;ogytﬁlcil?l' "-'I

i By he shortest notice, and men, women and children were render

workiess, homeless and without prospect of food before them

1I,

It was not long bef,
fuda g before Harry reached the s o Monstet
nm:gm Lghurdlllfeet:ng was being held, Thg;t’: :alizr:lri};tly 3 ‘I;.s;
had ooy Present, an L resh visitors continued to areive until the o
Melbops “lgger imensions than any other that had ever heen I |
ceedi wﬂm‘é‘ig‘:ﬁ.‘;‘?b&d several mim}h_l; t0 the time when the pr
edings were to ace. It was with some difficulty that I+
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managed to elbow his way through the crowd to the lorry which was in
readiness for the speakers of the evening to *orate” from; but at last,
amidst loud cheering, he mounted the *platform” along with the others.
The sight was one caleulated to cheer the heart of any enthusiast who
longed to see the workers strive for a higher social level than the one
they now oceupied. The lorry stood some fifty yards from the footpath,
in the centre of a large block of land where several immense stores had
stood only a few months before. On both sides and behind were thou-
sands of working men, many of whom had their wives and. children with
them; and away in front, stretching right across Flinders Street, until
traffic was well-nigh impeded, the immense ocean of proletaires. stretched
forth in its rugged grandeur. Harry felt a strange sensation pass over
him as he beheld this extraordinary sight.  Here and there were police-
men mixing up in the crowd and preserving ‘order,” while down the
strect were a few dozen mounted troopers. But these were such a mere
handful, compared with the great mass of working people present, that
they attracted little attention. On the lorry were about twenty other men
besides Harry, and a remarkable assortment of physiognomies they pre-
sented. One hig fellow, with firm set limbs, rather dark complexion and
heavy frowning brow, was perhaps the most noticeable of all; but along-
side him was a remarkable little fellow, fussing about and gesticulating to
those about him, and acting as though he fancied himself the host of
those present. This strange personage caught one's eye at a glance—his
peculiar attire, somewhat resembling that of the French peasantry, his
small limbs, his big bullet head out of all proportion to the rest of the
body, and his bull-like neck, all showed him to be a man of unusual char-
acteristies, and did not favorably impress a spectator upon first seeing
him: but when one looked closer into his face, and saw the cunning,
piercing little eyes, the big, sharply-cut and thin-lipped mouth, and the
strained effort at a permanent smile, which, like Harte’s Heathen Chinee,
was “child-like and bland” to a degree, the interest in this little individual
became intense, and made one almost forget the presence of the Hereunlean
agitator beside him. On the precise moment that the Post Office clock
in Elizabeth Street chimed seven o'clock, the big man arose to his feet to
address the meeting. Loud applause and ringing hurras greeted him
from thousands of throats,. When the deafening noise had subsided he
addressed them as follows:—*“Comrades, in the war of labor against the
tyranny of capital (loud applause), it is with pleasure that I can’t express
that I open this mighty meeting, a meeting which I hope and believe will
never be forgotten in the history of human progress (hear, hear, and
bravo), a meeting that is not summoned like its predecessors to talk, and
talls, and never do more than talking, but a meeting that is resolved to
strike the final blow at the monster of capitalism which is deveuring us
(vociferous applause). We are here to-night, friends, not to ask'our
rights—we have done that too long already—we are here to take our
stand as men and women, and to enter into a fight to the death for a
world which has been stolen from us and which awaits us under our very
feet” (tremendous cheering and hooraying interrupted the speaker, who
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Iv proceeded), We are here, I say, to fight the greatest fioht i,
y p! ; g ght i
all history, not to repeat the little petty contest between a few thousan,
English and TRussian warriors, or to lead the hired butchers of Germay ‘
{0 cub the throats of the hired butchers of France; we are mot hero
massacre Afghans, Egyptians, Zulus, or Maories; we aré not here to per-
to the senseless fends between nations and nations, between ecreeds
and castes, or between race and color; but we are here to affirm the un :‘;-
of all humanity, to assert that in the future the world shall only know one
race, one people, one country, withont creeds or colors to disunite e
and we are here to assert the dominion of the people and the final subju.
g_utlon of the race of luxurious vampires who have held them in bondage:
since the dawn of civilization (loud applause). We are here to prm_\:w
against the fiendish inhumanity of the Goldschmidt Beere and Co’s (his-
ses and groaning), and to avenge ourselves npon their kind the whole
world over. Permit me, comrades, to call upon the first speaker, Samuel
Sharples.” e
An intelligent-looking young fellow here arose, and aft
. : ’ the applause
following the oration of the last ker ha i e | .
T D ot speaker had subsided, he spoke, with con-
“Friends, you have heard what our worth, irm:
lends, L y chairman, Tom Treadwav
1;&5 said, and T am afraid any words of mine will sound very dulll:?ni: }11\
Ieiydeloquence (eries of “No, no”), but I shonld be ashamed of my-‘sélr’ if
id not do all in my power to help the canse of labor in this awll
period of distress and death. Why do we have all these troubles v .
Zfltf:v zle?;;;? . HTave -w:hnotda government to protect us, and to lookS ::?li
are 7 True, they don’t do so; but that, I b rriiis -
fault (cries of “No,” and interrupti ; ey, | e oo
- ption). Well, f ink it is s
ZZ'; glltul;at{.]u [lr)mq dtiD rule over us, and )then ?vond:;envgls]’y Ii;htel;rmrléblisbm?
I e idle; we should s .
:hu:o interests mnd}}oo,k after them?.e nd\“w}? :r(:a;im:ﬁ:m{aﬁiwgg V;’;;l'l.'l]d o
wa open to the use of e
and wachinery to be in e e
private parasites; we want to tax the absez?tee l:ii&eaﬁ]of e hsmds.
stead of taxing the poorly-paid laborer; @ land-grabber in-
joced “We'ro tired of wanting,” and a restloss ohain of taeemmrnre .
Jtseligl'&duall}’ felt over the m,eeting aef:itrslsyg 313111 o mtﬁrruption .
eaker, i woing ¢ ice of the
Speaker, who was compelled to resume his seat on the l:)g;-ry_B o

Treadway then
Snsling. y announced that Harry Holdfast would next B ress the

Harry was up i ; ik
mosh «l;ruybhnsiaaficlzu ﬁOment:‘ His familiar face was greeted with (-
sent, we are met ssplt)heus]i. i Friends,” said he, “and foes, if any are pro-
world hagever ’seen ; airman has gaid, to open the g;eatesty w'n-l[]]‘.
vanquished ? “'Victor'& lear, hear), but are we to come iout Bibrs or
ile e Sh&v;a.s echoed from some thousand throats) } .-;
quarrel, h‘““bﬂing 't b kespeare has said, ¢ Beware of entmr} ;
1 feel We are now i ear it, that the opposer may beware of tl b J
for centuries have we agldsueh a quarrel; long have we feared to euﬂf, and
our forefathers groaned beneath injt:sltlsi:; 1:;
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oppression,'b“t we can wait no longer; the blight of cs‘xpitml is fast crushing
us out of existence, our wives and childven are dying in front of us péc?use
we cannot, we dare not win the bread with which to sustain their lives.
We have not courted the quarrel; we are in the tjnick‘ of the fight; capital
has its knee upon our throat and is fast strangling the ’l,wreath from our
bodies.  Shall we longer endure it ? (loud cries of “No") No, friends,
let us bear our quarrel; and let us bear it like true men qnd women, that
those who oppose may admire our courage and determination,and fear our
strength, our numbers, and our undymng resolve to be free (enthusiastic
applause). But how are we to be free 7 Shall we wait for freedom with
our arms folded 2 Shall we follow the advice of friend Sharples, and ask
our wealthy oppressors to fax themselves instead of us?  (eries of “No ")
Shall we ask them to free the land when they all exist by keeping it from
us, and making us work upon it for their profit becausé they call it theirs?
No, comrades, we are truly told that ‘God helps those who' help them-
selves,’ and we need never hope to be free while we wait for others to set
us free; we must free ourselves (applause). The action of ' Goldschmidt,
Beere & Co (loud groans) I was about to say that the action of that firm
in dismissing their hands, cruel as it is in its effects upon us, was inevi-
table under the conditions in which we all live. They dared not do other-
wise. Youor I in their place must have done the same (cries of “No,
no,” and interruption). You disbelieve me friends, but I can assure you
it 18 as I say. ad they not closed yesterday, in a few weeks at most
their creditors would have compelled them to close, for their stores are
glntted with the goods which we have made, and we, the workers, who
chould be their prineipal customers, as -we embrace the greater part of the
population, have no money to purchase onr requirements of them and thus
to provide them the revenue with which they pay their own debts (hear,
hear). No, friends, we have entered on the labor war, but let us fight o
win, Let us get the tools with which we work into the hands of ns who
use them, instead of letting them bring the revenue to those who work not
to create it—1I refer to the capitalists, We must learn—and learn imme-
diately—how to co-operate together so as to secure the products of our
labor for ourselves, to peacefully acquire possession of the lands which
legal robbery has despoiled us of, and to become independent of the specn-
latiye individual who under pretext of lending us the requisite machinery
with which to work for our own benefit, dips his hand deep into our
pockets, depriving us of nearly all we have produced, and makes us the
wretched slave of his accursed gold.”

The chairman next called upon Felix Slymer, the remarkable little
bulletr-heade[i agitator who sat next to him, and whom we have already
briefly deseribed. The applause that greeted this intimation was simply
astounding. If the other speakers were popular, Slymer was more than
popular—he was their very idol.
ﬂug;eni"ly rising to his feet, he softly stroked together his delicate and

¥y lttlel hands, apparent strangers to toil from their appearance, and
slowly bowing before them he delivered himself deliberately KL B o
markedly simulating manner of the following:—*“Mr. Uhairman, fellow
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Proletaires, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It is with the greatest pleasure {]

I note the unusual
keenly. It gives me confidence.

(Hear, hear, and cries of “You are worthy,” &ec.). Well friends, I ag
thank you for your kind opinion of me; and I must now tell you what
think, and what I feel, and what Tintend to do in the present despoerai.
erigis, That it is desperate you all know as well as I do. Absolu:.

slavery is not worse than it.

our_bourgeoisie system of cut-throat competition is worse than deas

itself. But what are we to do ?

] warmth with which you greet my appearance, I fec|
Tt tells me that you repose in me ],
- confidence I have in you. I trust I shall be worthy of your estee

This wage-slavery we are suffering und,

I agree with friend Sharples that v,
want worthy men to representus (a cry, *“ We want you there ). Thanl:

friend, but I am afraid I am not so worthy: I only wish I were. Dut
when do we get proper representation? Never.

tation of the squatters, the bankers, the swindling syndicates, the Jewi:|

All we get i3 represen-

sweaters, the land-sharks, and all who represent the vested interests of ti.
time. Our present governments are rotten—rotten to the core; we ne

hope for nothing from them.

But can we hope for anything from thos

co-operative ‘ castles in the air’ that our individualistic friend, Holdust,
15 recommending us 7 No; they're the panacea of the capitalist, a Loue
that the hourgeoisic throws out of his mansion window to keep tlo

starving dog of labor quiet.

If it were not an insult, I would almo:

think that Holdfast is in the hands of the capitalists, and is employed |+

them fo draw co-operation as a red herring across our trail to take us ol

the scent, No, friends, we mustn’t be deceived b
We must strike the treé at its root. A

with force. (Here a group of groff-
assent, and the great part of the mee;
ourselves; we must train our
they may fight the hired soldiers of th
the laborers against the deadly fire
our bureancratic government,
sives, and fo use them; (applause
kept increasing and the speak :
must drive them into 2
talistic hounds must be swept into
“ capture and hang or burn the
phrases were heard above the

nothing could be distinet]
¥ understood
Sﬂdde.nly the police moved forwar[:l,

pants to disperse before furthey trouble was caused

A great rush ensued, T

ubterances,
of soldiers w

ore ol
fodit oot mu:;li:dhnrl iedly marel

police wers gat

directions, The driver of the lorry, fe

horses heads,

and endeavoured to ok

‘We must teach the;

uproar, which had no

these bogus remed o

tre We must meet like with like. The
present government is in armed force against the people.  Soft words :1r[.
co-operative stores can’t resist jails and bullets, ;

( We must meet forc
voiced followers of Slymer grunts
ting applauded). Yes, we must arm
unemployed and drill them as soldiers tli
e capitalists and defend the homes
of the paid murderers in the employ «
1 m how to make expl
se, dissent, and serious interruptions nov
er's voice was only heard
(rest of sentence lost in the uproar)—« cap
s ," “dynamite and other—
,' these, and a similar lot of detachc
w become terrific; but

that the speaker was utterin z.
and ordered the lorry and its ocen

by their inflammatory

he din was terrifie, Large crowd:

hering in im

e for the sty

ling up 8t. Kilda Road headed by

et mense numbers in all
& danger, instantly turned b

eet, which he gaincl

at intervals)—ne
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No sooner had he reached Rusa_aell
owd; but they followed him,
and it was with difficulty

after considerable delay and difficulty.
Sireet than he turned up to fesq:i.ge tht; scil(; 2
scene now became one of wild coniu ), t
th]::S: the powerful horses managed to draw their burdens up Itlhe steg&)s :];il
owing to the surging mass pressing and swaying SO heavily 8%]&;-1 am{
many being thrown down and trampled to death by omne ano e11': ot
numbers falling under the wheels of the Jorry. Upon arriving & )
comner of Collins Street further progress became absolutely impossible,
The crowd had now increased by thousands, and rumours were all over the

i ingi E 5 dy of horses
city bringing fresh throngs to the scene. No horse, or no body of "
czﬂ.{ld posgsib%y force its way through the immense wall of humanity that

came surging up from Bourke Street. One would think that all Victoria
had come to witness the indeseribable scene.

Secing that they could make no further retreat the occupants of the
lorry held council together as to what they should do under the extra-
ordinary circumstances. The general feeling was to quietly leave the
waggon, one at a time, and silently disperse to their homes; but Felix
Slynier would not hear of such a thing. He charged them with cowardice,
and said that those who were so anxions to fight capital were trying to
flee at the first sniff of danger. This rebuke was too much, and they
decided to remain. .

Taking in the state of affairs, and noticing the perplexity of the labor
leaders, Slymer instantly brought himself “ in evidence” before the erowd.
Hastily rising to his legs, he once more addressed the masses of people
who thronged the streets, nrging them to resist this unwarranted breach
of discipline on the part of the officials” as as he called it, and inciting
them to deeds of violence to redress this wrong; he called, in the name of
justice, upon those who had been * spoliated” by the capitalists to take
their revenge and  loot the shops of the Collins Street aristoeracy.”
Instantly a rush was made down the street, shutters were torn down, win-
dows smashed with the broken shutters, and the jewellers’ and othershops
were burst open. A ery was raised “To the banks ! ” and large numbers
rushed for these time-honored representatives of vested interests, but they
were too firmly constructed to be burst open, and the crowds returned to
the shops of the *small fry " capitalists. The police and the troopers
were powerless to stop the furious onslanght of the people, although they
mercilessly beat them with their batons and their swords until wounded
and dying rioters were lying about in all directions. :

‘While all this was going on, the lorry remained in its old place, and
the great mass of the crowd stayed around it, and hopelessly hemmed it
in, while Slymer continued his oration calling on the people to resist force
with force. Su_ddenly Slymer disappeared, and it was thought he had
h'_?ﬁﬂ F10190t|.7‘ kidnapped by an agent of the capitalists.  Harry, noticing
his disappearance, hastened to fill Lis place, and stepping forward on the
lorr)( he cried ont * Friends, be ealm. There is some treachery here. Let
us disperse.”  But he spoke too late. i

All at once, the mayor of the city appeared, armed with a sheet of
paper which turned ous to be the Riot Act, and he appeared to read from
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‘althongh no one, not even himself, could hear a word of it, and
gooner had he done than a general rush was made by the police and
number of civilians upon the occupants of the lorry.  Men were fighy;,
each other indiscriminately,. Women and children were sereaming ny,
fainting, and the horses plunging about wildly and trampling many !
wretehes to death, All of a sudden a series of terrific ex_pl};.-‘,”.'_
‘oceurred, shaking the earth like an earthquake and causing the steeple of
one of the neighbouring churches to fall on the heads of a number of e
forbunate victims beneath. Instantly there was a stoppage of the firin,
and fighting. All seemed to think that the world had come to its fon
expected end, and gazed awe-stricken at each other in the sickly glzm- of
the few torches that still continued to be held aloft. Recovering e
presence of mind, and taking advantage of the temporary astonishment .-‘.i'
the crowd, the police rushed for the occupants of the lorry, and aiter
serious fightizg, with the assistance of the soldiery, they captured eleven
of them and, with considerable difficulty, marched them off in custody tj
the watchhouse where they were securely lodged. 8
The effect was marvellous.  All the fighting ceased instantly. The
crowd, having lost their leaders, seemed to have lost their hopes, Their
frantic fury gave place to anxious fear. Slowly the streats commenced
to assume their former appearance, the throng dispersed, t} rehes
ceased to lend thei 0 o
their ghastly glare to the ghastly scene; and althouc!
thousands continued to hang about the streets during the whole of i L
night, the greater part wended their way to their homes to brood in silen 5
‘over tl.le terrible drama they had been the unexpected witnesses of -
gt Its_ late now, and Harry not yet home, I fear my worst e icions
ﬂ“zl'glhhzgd, ,??thef’,” said John Holdfast that night B

, don’t fear,” gaid the “ i o

fellow, and a foolish chap to l:(i);;lh{;i!lr)’out:ﬂ:}l;ry it cert.?,m]y o
always gets constant work himself, but h(;‘ S pteoll'JII(e B oo b
seripus trouble, He's too temper:a.te and cosoij—lﬁeaﬁleﬂelfj;rt{?hie& e 20y

But Harry lay in th : : 7
on a chnrgﬁf l:iu.rder.e cell along with s comrades, waiting to be tricd

ILE

ﬂml m:ﬂcﬂhagﬁ:hfﬂ%ﬁprmg morning that followed the events depicted in
delightfully warm 'tg sky was clear, the air fresh and bracin p“-w. sun
i contenvtr.nlad out being oppressive.  In fact, enmryt.hi:ijr g seemed
more or less influenced EX%N man. Kven he, poor wretched Iﬂ(}fﬁ"ll’ was
mood than he mi hce y the invigorating weather, and was in a better
e ke S v e For i ot mary s
thef: 568 may gay to tl.e contrgr)g.on surrounding influences, whateycr
i ;:‘;;E‘n @is cheerful morning that a youn
A ¢ slinking along some of the gmall

ing himself of the many little rights-of-way

g man might be seen walk-
er stree{;s of the city, avail-
and semi-private thorough-
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fares, as though to escape ohservation, until he reached a certain little
cottage in the western end of Little Lonsdale Street, where he sudde.nly
halted, and anxiously looked rounl him, as though fearful of being
observed. Evidently seeing no one about, he pulled a little note book
from his pocket, looked at the number on the door, ag though to make
sure that it tallied with the one in the book, and then gently stepped for-
ward and knocked at the door. Presently a somewhat elderly man opened
it, and without a word passing between them the visitor entered and the
door was instantly closed behind him. :

« Well, Slymer,” said the host, as soon as his visitor was seated, “did
you do as I instrueted you 7™

« Yes,” was the curt reply.

Felix Slymer, without further ceremony, pulled out some papers from:
his pocket and handed them to his friend, who very carefully perused
them, while the little eyes of his visitor were busily employed in taking in
a very exhaustive view of the apartment in which he was waiting.

Presently the elderly man folded up the papers, placed them carefully
in his pocket, and turning to Slymer, said:

« That will do, Slymer ; you have faithfully performed your mission,
and here is yonr reward.”

Slymer's eyes glistened, as his flabby hands clutched the ten bright
sovereigns that were handed to him ; but there was not that expression
of glee that one would expect to see exhibited by one of so humble an
appearance upon receipt of such a relatively large sum. Having carefully
deposited the money in a secret pocket in the inner lining of his vest—lie
considered it unbecoming or inexpedient for one in his position to be seen
using a purse—he was about to withdraw, when the other suddenly called
him over to him.,

« Felix,” said he, I wish to ask you something before you go.”

“ What's the matter now, Grindall,” was the reply, “ I am not going to
open my mouth for nothing.”

¢« Oh, don’t trouble yourself on that score, my friend, I am not going to
ask you for ¢ professional’ information just now. But I am a little
uneasy about a paragraph I read in The Daily Weathercock this morning,
and I thought you might enlighten me a little on the matter. Here,
read it for yourself.”

Taking up the newspaper as directed, Slymer instantly read the
following:—

TERRIFIC RIOT IN THE CITY.
SUSPICIOUS AGENCIES AT WORK,

In another part of this issue we give full and startling particulars of

ordinary tumult which oceurred ingt.he city last evem’ngg. PI‘he labor pafrgrleiiﬁ;ai-
cated with recent legislative victories and eager for the plunder which t.h’ey have
80 long threatened in dark and mysterious hints, burst out in full fury last night,
upon the oceasion of a “ monster indignation meeting” as they ecalled it which
was held in Flinders Street and subsequently shifted to the cormer of Collin
?treet and Russell Street where the tragic events narrated elsewhere took place

t appears that several of the discontented loafers, who scorn to live except npol;
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2 " and charity, convened a meeting of similarly-disposed ne'er-do-woyy,
ly to *‘consider " tgﬁien_li grave depression, which is sorely taxi,,
ds of our wisest philan| ats and statesmen, though really to carry o,
nefarious designs which they had brutally conceived and prearranged qf ,

meeting held for the purpose some weeks before. Sharples, Holdfast, m..j
) of other roughs, who are well known to the police, are mainly instyy.
4 for the disturbances and the terrific loss of life which has accompanie
‘them, but the public will be glad to hear that they are all, or nearly all, in safo
cnstody, and ready to take theirquictus at the proper moment. It will no e
ﬁnﬂzn.t, at the present moment, to say too much on the subject, as the police

iave the matter in hand and are diligently working to forge such a chain of
‘evidence as ghall rid society of this terrible pest that has so long been allowed 1,
destroy all pubiit‘: confidence, to frighten capital out of the colony, to absolutelw
stop all commercial enterprize, and to drive tens of thousands of deservin: moy
and women to poverty and destitution. It is sufficient, for the present, to say
that one of the miserable cowardly wretches has shown the white feather alreal b
and has exposed the whole#of their nefarious designs, their operations for the
Est four years, the names and whereabouts of the ringleaders, and several ot her

cts that we dare not mention. We cannot disclose the name of the miserable
traitor, as he is still allowed to moyve among his old confreres in order to rep: o
their further proceedings, he still being one of the most trusted among them ; 'la‘”
were we to name him they would set upon him and ferociously murder him, as
they murdered those poor innocent men, women and children last night We
may, however, mention that ourold and esteemed fellow-citizen, Gregory Grindall
our late and much-respected mayor of Melbourne, has mmﬁﬁcently offered a
;rgwaxd of £50 to anyone who will give such information as will lead to the r 3
viction of the thief or thieves, who during the ziot carried off £30,00 s
fowdliaty T 5 t ) 000 worth of

ry from his magnificent warehouses in Collins Btreet, and £25 to anvor

who will expose the secrets of the labor organizations, A N

When Slymer had finished readin. i
hen Sly ; d g the paragraph, Grindal e
5&:(1113131 at him, as though waiting some exprgsiogro%)feeling fI'OlIll l]ﬁgi F
e “;)hyun know anyt}lmg of this matter 7" he asked at length .
“ Why do you ask ?” responded Slymer. g
“Do you not see?  You know what I mean,”
Yes, I know ; but you underestimate the risk.”

“You think £2 i i
iy by 2 too little. Of course; I un(;erstand, What would you

o g:e thousand.” :

** Great heavens | man, you seem to thi

i éldon’t know what else you're made olfr.l’;k T mat\ie o
o . yh'r;l::, r?‘; 6I:(;low i can’t afford to resist your eruel insinuation, nov
oo sk o hat o s s oot oy IR Beeson
%Iﬁlﬂlvancy Court.” 0 l00k at every £5 note to keep out vi
My price is a thousand, If it don’t suit |

2 : ou, don't hargai know
ggﬁlp zou varon't get anyone else to do yourydirtjmvlrgri“glmﬁft : 113\'nm"

AL you know it too,” i e

" #aid Grindall,  but give me ﬁﬁe"'

: it one month 4 Pt
“1 ‘ s provided you give me £ "
; L. But before yo / 100 nov.
51’-??- . night 17 FOU 80, S8 w“__'d' mote.  Were you present

Jou gee my name amanfg;ﬁ*the speakers 77

18 it you were not incarcerated with the others 7

THE MELBOURNE RIOTS, 11

¢ Tn the melee, I feigned being shot, and was able to crawl under the

‘oart unobserved, where I waited until the disturbances were over, and then

escaped nnnoticed.”

«That will do. Good-bye. I wish you suceess.”

i« Yes, but only for the sake of your own banking account, you old
miger,” muttered Felix to himself as the door closed behind him and he
was once again in the street,

V.

Gregory Grindall was unhappy. Not that that was anything unusual

‘with him because he was never a happy individual at the best of times.
“He had money certainly—abundance of it, in fact—but what pleagure
‘could he derive from it when he was in constant danger of losing it'? 'He

had hosts of friends, too, amongst the higher, as well as the lower, classes

‘of society, but what did all their friendship benefit him when he mis-

trusted everyone of them and believed that most of them mistrusted hLim ?
True, he had the press extolling his innumerable virtues (real or imagi-
nary) and the principal daily organ, of which he was part proprietor,
lauded him to the skies ; but as others in his own position understood the
worth of the enlogies lavished upon him by the press, and as the pesky
rabble were beginning to mistrust everything and everyone recommended
by the * bourgeoisie press,” as they termed it, and as moreover the other
papers had now and then a mercenary interest in supporting his rivals,
what good, after all, would the press be to him in time of adversity, and
with all the anxieties it bronght upon him did it assist in his happiness !
Certainly not. There is no happiness in life, where one i in constant
anxiety. Although money rendered miserable all those poor wretches
without money, there was no concealing the fact that it didn’t succeed
very well either in bringing happiness to those who had lots of if. At
least, so Grindall thought.  He believed himself to be worth considerably
over a million pounds, but then his liabilities were something enormous.
_As to his assets, he could not possibly estimate them, because half his
investments appeared to be nnsound now that the terrible depression was
sottling on everything—mines were failing, banks bursting, ecreditors
failing without paying a shilling in the pound; and worse than all, he
could not immediately convert his assets into cash as he desired to do, and
the banks were so panic-stricken they feared to make advances to anyone
except upon the most ruinous terms.

Gregory Grindall had lived a life full of varied business experience.
Starting humbly, as many successful men have done before him, he had
terrible odds to fight against. Often would he look hback at the happy
time when as a little errand boy he honestly worked for the few shillings
which every week he took home to his anxions parents. Then he showed
such intelligence and diligence that he got a situation as clerk in a posi-
tion of trust ; but owing to the dishonesty of a fellow-worker, he was dis-
‘missed in disgrace on a false charge of embezzlement.  Then he skipped
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i other until he chanced to form the acquaintance of 4

A Ak s himeelf into the favors of, the councillors |
and he gradually ingratiated hims o ] ]
his willing ways and. his friendly manner, Then he saw the peti;
scheming, the selfish intriiues and the nnscmpulous overrvrlncluug tha
gp’pégrtd constitute about t ree-fourths‘of the raison d’ etre of municipa
governing bodies ; and he was at first dLsg_usted. Then he got 20 accus.
tomed to seeing privileged intrigue trampling down meritorious (E"ﬂul‘t that
he became quite used to it, and he began to look upon it as the right thin,
after all— the tight of might” as he used to ease his conscience by
labelling it. Then he watched his opportunity until he got in a few litil
swindles himself, * made money ” as the saying is ; got a little property
somehow or other ; began to be known publicly ; got elected to the council,
and proceeded step by step until he became magyor of the city of Melbonrne,
proprietor of one of the largest jewellery establishments in the colony,
newspaper proprietor, mining share-broker, and a la.l:gc shareholflcr in
several of the largest banking syndicates in Australia, But still ir
wasn't happy.

Gregorl;'lgaced up and down the room like a caged lion, and it was very
evident some terrible weight was upon his mind. “I wish the damued
thing was all over,” he muttered to himself ; ““what's the good of a felloy
worrying and worrying his short life out if its all going to come to this !
What's the good of wealth when you can’t realize upon i, and honos
when only a lot of avaricious hounds respect for them—and even (/i
respect is only envy afterall. It's all very fine for Parson Wilkins to tz[k
abont *“ the duty of the rich towards the poor”—bah ! why doesn’t th-
fat old beast, with his twenty pounds a week rolling in for doing nothing,
why doesn’t ke practise those duties to the poor that he talks about ? T
miserable old wretch, he growled at me the other day because the intercst
on his shares in the International Chartered Bank had fallen two-and-o-
half per cent., and only the month before T had cautioned him again:i
leaving his ten thousand deposit in the Perpetnal Prosperity Bank just in
time for him to withdraw before it went smash. And that Slymer ! tle
ungrateful little wretch ! snivelling about my not being able to get any-
one else to do my *dirty work.” Dirty work, indeed, the insolent wretcl !
but L'll be even with him yet. If I don’t get that t’housand ounds back
some day. aye, and with interest added, my name's not (I;'-rindall,‘ by
heavens it isn't ! The prospect of revenge seemed greatly to please ¢l
m?l%?ﬂoﬁ]:;:ﬁ’ anﬁtto bz‘.ms}f‘ the prospects of his downfall from |-
ltereet: glamming theyd];l;r ?a];ﬁ ]Ei]' . m’ltc}l1 %}fve, B ot oo

ished a decisive victory, er hum, with the air of one who had accom

¥

1t was a red-letter day in the history of Victorian labor, when Holdfa-!

and his were arral (e
3 : traigned before the magistrates on the charge of
murdering their fellow citizens. Never had the walls of the court hfld a
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more eager and expectant throng of men and women, The excitement a

few years before over the fiendish murderer, Deeming, was nothing in com-

parison with it. And no wonder, for all seemed to reah?,e_ that the_ case

hefore the bench meant nothing less than the first decisive blow in the

great struggle for supremacy between the classes and the masses. Eager

speculations were indulged in as to the ultimate outcome of the ]mpendmg

trial. Would the authorities be severe with the prisoners, and 1f_ s0 what

frightful revenge would the friends of the prisoners take upon their adver-
daries 7 Would the poor man have justice for the first time in eiviliza-

tion’s history, or had money already decided the fatal verdict? Such
were the questions troubling the brains of the amazed spectators, and
forming the topic of conversation amongst the thonsands who thronged the
streets for miles around. After the usual batch of drunks, larcenies, and
petty misdeameanors had been rapidly disposed of, the great case of the

Melbourne Rioters came on for hearing. After the usual preliminaries, the
Crown Prosecutor stated the case, which was briefly as follows :—For a
considerable time past, the police had been diligently watching a secret
society, which had its headquarters in Melbourne, and had branches rami-
fying thronghout all the industrial centres of the colonies.  This society
bore the ominous title of ©* The Knights of Revenge.” For a long time
their purpose was unknown, and for a considerable time even their very
existence was unsuspected. But thanks to the vigilance of the police and
their practiced agents the nefarions operations of the villains had all been
ascertained and their base designs thwarted. The president of the society
was one Thomas Treadway who he was glad to say was in safe custody
amongst the accused. This monster had a scheme on hand to destroy

every public building in Melbourne, to take the life of every man whose

wealth was excessive and who attempted to resist his murderous onslaught.
Harry Holdfast, the secretary to the gang, had written letters which were
now in possession of the authorities and which he was certain would

send every one of them to the gallows. It was the Knights of Revenge
who had convened the fatal meeting held on the First day of May, a day
celebrated everywhere as the festival of labor, and it was at their instiga-

tion, and throngh their organization, that the atrocious deeds of that day

were committed, when six hundred and five men, women and children

were cruelly and remorselessly massacred and many thousands seriously

wonnded, in most cases beyond hopes of recovery. Many wealthy men

had been ¢ marked ” for destruction by the Society among whom was their

most worthy and respected citizen, Gregory Grindall ; all the banks were
to be plundered ; the establishments of certain tradesmen, who had not

supported the return of the labor party to parliamentary power, were to be
looted ; and every special constable, or any other person who endeavoured

in any way to oppose their designs was to be *removed.” The official

prosecutor said he would not oceupy the time of the court with full details

of the ghastly plots, but wonld produce witnesses who would furnish the

fullest and most reliable particulars,

Jonah Johnson, the first witness called, said he had known the
aceused for several years past, He had been a member of the Knights of
d
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; , for four years, having joined it when Treadway was president, .

m:y. g B e o m“; “Knights of Revenge was 2 myth, as far as he knew, for he had never
p -u,.m".mh;rdimlged v, o of the defendan, heard of such an organization. He had only been in the colony two

years, angl yet two of the witnesses had perjured themselves, and further-

had then told witness that he meant to destroy every wealthy loafer apg !
ery loafer’s mansion before another five years were over their heads” more perjured ench other, one saying that he (Treadway) had been presi-
ma believed the present riot was the first organized attempt to carry dent of the asserted society in Melbourne over four years ago, and another
the threat into execution. He could show them copies of a newspaj pretended member of the pretended society had stated that witness came
called Vengeance [paper produced] in which the plans of destructioy out in the same ship with him two years later, The paper called
were depicted exactly as Treadway had described them. to his sanguinary Vengeance witness had never seen before its production in court, and he
Wgﬁr“' J firmly believed some capltahst‘:: had printed it to make certain of the legal
" Ralph Washington, the next witness called, said he knew several of (], murder of the defendants. [The magistrates hete stopped the defendant’s
defendants personally, being himself a member of the Kuights of Reveng: speech, and threatened that the next one who dared to make such scan-
h“'{)i“B joined ilt when in poverty and despair. e had long since ceased d;'l?uftﬁu;puta%:f : ?:mltld e Ca'ilmmted for contempt of court and deprived
40 be an actual member, having been for two years established in busincs; BN oppoxiuniy 10 speacl.
as a hair-pin manufacturer through the charifa.ble assistance of a wealthy Holdfast stoutly denied he had used language inciting to violence, and
gentleman, but he dared not hitherto leave it formally under penalty of declared that the language put into his mouth by some of the witnesses
death, Now that the miscreants were brought to justice and out of harm's for the prosecution had actually been used by one Felix Slymer, who had
way, he did not fear to proclaim his secession from the secret body, ot been arrested for some reason but had mysteriously disappeared.
although he had long made known his true position to the Bolico, 1ic Althongh he himself beljeved that a people suffering wrong at the hands
had known Treadway very intimately, having come out with him B e of the authorities were fully justified in resorting to force to resist that
Royal Rover, from England, nearly three years ago, when he first broacl. | wrong, ctill he'did not think those violent measures would produce the
is micked pian to organize the society now e Tnichis 2 dem:'rable results that the labor party anticipated, and therefore he had not
Revenge. Hehad now at his factory in Elizabeth Street, a largg o, advised them. The witnesses were a crowd of unblushing perjurors ; and
tity of bombs and other explosives, which he had allowed ax'mther éi C ) t.he_ documents produced in court and said to be written by him we;e all
of the gang, Sharples, to deposit there immediately upon thei:-u l‘)'(‘}‘ deliberate forgeries and a very bad imitation of his own handwriting as
manufactured, the whereabouts of the “ plant” bein welfl B -ﬂi-_ he wonld show by some letters he had sent to his friends on several 000a-
police who had arranged with witness to allow theg diabolical 2 }I' p S poduced.]
apaslt all thair dansgorons producta thera without ofal deteoti enc \III The other seventeen prisoners asserted their innocence, and supported
sides the bombs, there were a large number of rifles belonging ¢ 03-. i the statements of Treadway ; one of the number, Sharples, almost foaming
bers of the gang ; but which were fortunately called in% fRE e fl“'_ with rage when he contradicted the assertion that he had manufactured
the authorities in suppressing the great riot. 0 requisition by and secreted bombs and other explosives with Washington, whom he
A great number of other witnesses were called, all of wh : denied ever having seen before any more than he had ever seen a bomb
denouncing the accused as members of a secret gl fw om agreed in until one had been introduced in court during the examination of
machinations had cansed the wholesale human Eﬁught;e asgassins whose witnesses,
They also swore that Holdfast and the others haf uaerfl' o'nﬂM“Y 1}_"}: After the defendants had finished speaking, the magistrates held con-
language inciting the mob to use violence, inflammatory *Bultatmn.together for a few moments, when they ordered the prisoners to
be committed for trial. The nineteen miserable wretches were hurried off

Upon the prisoners bei i
1 ng asked if they had a; g . :
R or ansthing thor o b 1ad any witnesses to bring for- to their cells, and th B
i ll;aerva 1yt fol'gthei?t.r‘::;ihe.i to say in their defence, unless they wishel ud the court cleared for the day.
ohlét T’ﬁ:dm ,i’ot}i?kﬂseﬁed'his innocence of the crime laid to his 7
come there wmmeg and nglzllfe 12{-233' the so-called riots, for he hol i
ht his way out of the dreadful fiay IHeol:thls muscles to help hin A, yes, that i3 the question of all questions, after all. Whatever
i had he anticipated the sad events SIAteD. his wife vitl will become of the poor working men and women if things go on as they
m“hah BBY i coniooction of the poliee' tﬁH: firmly believed the are doing ? T sometimes think I am the most unfortunate being in the
] @ or the capitalists. [Here world, lying here in this cold, dark cell, with no face to cheer me—not

sternly reminded .
of casting slurs ;ﬁﬂ;mt ;il}‘nﬁns himself to his own even that of my worst enemy, much less of my friends. And I am
uld say, then, that thepchn .: bizens if he desired to be remanded for trial, eh?  Oh, yes, of course, the same old mockery to be
ges were a tissue of lies, The repeated, lying perjurors to concoct falsehoods and predetermined judges
¢ 2
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: judg ‘apon.me. I suppose I'll be hung.  But what
‘mmﬂﬁ :gt obey the laws too well,’ said Emerson, which
ree means that good men must pay the penalty of their disobedicn.
o those unjust laws. But what's the-penalt:‘;r after all 2 The worst the,
‘can do is ta one’s life. And what is the.llfe of a proletarlat ? ()ul‘\ 2
A o drudgery, suxiety, poverty, and anguish ; a life of death, for 4

life’s noblest pleasures.are denied us, and what we call onr life is but one
ceaseless round of toiling bondage to our ﬂzllows who whip and starve u
1o @ welcome grave. Hallo! who's this 7’ g

1t was the turnkey who entered and announced that a visitor was swait-
ing an interview with the pyisoner. Holdfast was removed to the visiting
place, a sort of bird-cage, with strong iron bars between the prisoner and
the visitor, and wire work all round it to prevent friends from passing any-
thing through to the unfortunate occupants. Looking throu gh ) the bars,
Harry instantly recognised who it was, and a sorb of pamful joy flicte
across his tronbled, thongh sanguine, features, - It was a pale young
woman, trembling with emotion, and striving hard to thrust back tle
‘bitter tears that come to solace woman in despair.

« Hypatia,” said Harry,  is it you?”

« Yes, my poor friend, it is. What can T do for you ?” -

« Nothing, Hypatia, nothing.”

There was & silence—a painful silence such as one almost fancies ou
can hear. These two brave spirits, male and female, stoed looking in each
other's faces. O ! that the foes of humanity could have seen that look.
-Oh, that the cold heart of a Shylock might have been there to hue
withered under the burning intellectual glances.

# Harry, I must do something for you,” said Hypatia at last. I
cannot, dare not, stand idly by, and see these human tigers take your lii-
1 cannot part with you. To know and understand each other as you wul
I have done for these long years is to be united in a bond whose strengh
no earthly priest or lawyer could conceive. I would not die for you. i
lovers do in lackadaisy tales. For one to live without the other would |-
:l_est.h to that one that remained. No, Harry, rather than die to save your
hfeﬁfd rgll tth:nﬁend \;hlo took that life and kill off all his kind.”

re the turnkey rudely interrupted 0 i i if
B e fod. -fﬂmi{y mstt{;r iy pted the converss?tnon and said it mv

“ Harry,” continued Hypatia, “listen while I tell you something. Sin
g‘“ committal, T have had a proposal of snlvntiony offered outgto m
Ugh! how it infuriates me to think of it! That fiend, that huwman v
licentions monster, Grindall, has dared to promise me your perfect fr -
dap if L will sate his lust with holy matrimony. As though Lov: -

; d be h?nght’ and sold ! As though a weman could become
te In marriage ¢'en though it save her lover'’s life,.  No, ITarry. |
- Lstruck bim. He called the servants and orderc
: 1 il match for the tyrant, and well he knew it. |
bl;nldt.;a{mnd Upon, migy ﬂuvinﬁry would eost him 1
LA fooTes, AyR hundreds of the victims of his po-!
I6 waibing at his gate to help me should T call upon thei

o
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And T reminded him that not one single servant could he depend upon
when ozce I told them his unholy motives. - It was enough. It struck
the cur, and smote his wretched semblance of a conscience. Dismissing
the servants, he ordered miy departure before further trouble ensued. But
calling me aside, he guaranteed your freedom if I would sojourn with him
one brief day. AgainI struck him ; and he fell. He glared at me just
Jike some wretched quadruped defeated in its carnal lust—a tyrant and a
enr ! I left, and have not seen him since.”

« Hypatia, noble girl, you have suffered more than I. Oh, that we
conld brave the world together | But no, I must wait my captors’ plea-
snre. I cannot help you yet, Hypatia, nor can you help me.  But let us
wait our time.. For years I have waited for a home that I could take you
to, there to call you wife and know you worthy to accept that name ; for
years have I struggled against wrong and injustice to get a little hold
upon this poor brigand-captured earth that you and T may dwell together
on a spot that even greedy tyrants would not drive us from. But our
time has not yet come. We can only wait, and nerve ourselves to endure
the blows of our oppressors. Some day we may strike the blow.”

s And we shall. And now I must be gone ; the turnkey objects to our
conversation. Good-bye, Harry.”

“ Good-bye.”

S VIL

At last the day for the hearing of the eventful trial arrived. ~ Throngs
of people were assembled abont the junction of Lonsdale and William
Streets long before the appointed hour, anxious to be among the fortunate
few to get into the court house or to learn the latest seraps of information
concerning the unfortunate prisoners.  Liarge numbers of troopers and
militiamen were stationed amongst the crowd to preserve order and to pre-
vent any serious breach of the peace, for a strong feeling had grown up
amongst the people that the prisoners were the victims of a vile persecu-
tion and that the almost certain sentence of death would be an unearned
martyrdom that should be resisted at all hazards. No one had dared to
openly express sympathy with the aceused, for the press had already signi-
ficantly hinted at the fate of any who should be so daring. All labor
meetings had been strictly forbidden ; red flags were confiscated wherever
tl?ey could be found ; revolutionary literature was being seized in all
directions ; and open air meetings of any kind absolutely forbidden. In
dact, the Legislature had taken special measures to meet the emergency,
and a special Act of Parliament was passed making it a penal offence for
anyone at any meeting whatever to advocate any unlawful course to accom-
plish a lawful object s and it furthermore decreed that if anyone did so
suggest, by speech or print, any unlawful course to accomplish any laswful
or unlawful object, that he should be held guilty of conspiracy, and that it
&n!’lifiwe‘lje lost he sheuld be guilty of murder, even if he had not heard
1'5]1‘;59}390]1 or read the print ; and it furthermore decreed that anyone pre-
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i 4 such meeting, or assisting in the compilation, printing, or dist;.
puting of such print, should be held equally responsible with the speal,
or writer thereof. And this astounding outrage on the boasted liberty
the subject was allowed to become law practically without protest or delsy
The workers had waited many scores of years for legislation to ensur.
them steady employment.and the fruits of their labor, and they had it
nessed governments go in and out, but the legislative measure that ws
to bring justice to them had never come. And yet this dastardly measu
to gag and destroy them was passed through both houses of the legisli-
ture and had become law in three brief hours ! It was rumoured that th.
labor representatives, and others who would in all probability have opposed
the passage of the Bill, were bribed by large grants of land in an estate
through which a proposed railway service was to be carried, and for whicl,
an enormons sum of money was voted just after the infamous  Seditions
i(!m;sj;li:acy Bill” became law, and which promised enormous fortunes i,
t3 lucky promoters.
Tt was during the excitement consequent upon these remarkable legisli-
tive measures that the trial of the Melbourne Rioters took place. The
evidence at the Criminal Court was alike to that in the lower court, anl
very little fresh matter was introduced, the witnesses for the prosecution
repeating their former evidence and forging a complete network of damna-
tory evidence around the prisoners, who on their part repeated their inno-
cence, refused to bring witnesses to what they asserted to be hatched vy
conspiracies that never existed and . which could therefore have no v {:
nesses, and asked the jury to honorably acquit them. ' The whole affuir
did not take long, for none were anxious to prd]oﬁg ‘it. And then ur
the judicial address to the bench. There was a fearfal silence for a'E‘:j'
motents. Then the judge solemnly and quietly delivered his cha s
After the usual preliminary instructions regarding the nat { flhl )
charges, the duties of the jury, and the heavy res g:)nsihil. ¢ atlﬁmt 0 _1 !
“?mgﬁileﬁ shoulders, he proceeded as follows — 7 e
*Gentlemen of the jury—It i B
the evidence and hesri}!grythen;:n:tl:g;i{;i? ;D]i[t:!l:d“?r' ol cons}dcn‘m
whether the prisoners are guilty or gnilt] Bt decid
(8010 T stz i the %'v ‘m{ thafm ess of the charges laid again-
e being, o ibis that of violently a1l oaTishguly denrie o
not b: being of that, which is dearer {han 5“ :13;2‘1:? }f eprll\]?_m{l;_fanotllt- ;
e guided by the sentiments that the learned e
have conjured before A s rned counsel for both side:
B i o R =
wlly decide, from t b H our place to now
nate men now mndigg ?Z“iﬁ'é“.fof}?i"i o “hﬁg‘" i oot
Iaid againgt them, Tleir lives hang b guilty, Ormok guilky, of the char:
m s with all it ng_ Y a’ th £l and that thread is in
Our f1ands with all its grave responsibilities, If
take those human lives.. Henco you ::1'11:;1:.19(!-'iii’holi s
e true in your convictions, and co eréet, you must be cer-
ses its confidence for s » M courageous in your verdict.

: 1 m se
i the ferocions deeds assipy to ﬁﬁ?ﬁeﬂfﬁ; tgfy;};”p:

tain, you
e
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preserve it from the ravages of them and others like them, by deciding the
one small word that shall launch them into eternity. Do not be swayed
by congiderations concerning your own personal security, or the threats of
vengeance held put by the friends of the accused, nor do you allow friend-
ships or other ties of sympathy to turn you from the strict execution of
‘nstice.  But if on the evidence you are satisfied they are deserving of the
extreme penalty of the law, find them ¢ Guilty.”  On the other hand, if

do not think the evidence conclusive against them ; if there is doubt
of guilt in your minds ; _if you balieve from the evidence they have not
committed the crimes laid to their charge, but that the guilt rests with
others ; or if you think they were justified in such actions .as they took,
aceording to the laws of the land, then hesitate ere you seal their doom—
acquib them. But whatever you Qecidc, do not decide rashly, but let
justice and the law sway your deliberations and determine your conclu-
sions. Turning to the evidence, we find it asserted the accused are mem-
bers of a gang of conspirators, belonging to an organization known as the
Knights of Revenge. The prisoners are unanimons in denying this,
though unfortunately they do not bring evidence to attempt to dizprove it,
and they have the sworn evidence against them of different witnesses who
assert that such a body does exist and that the accused are members of it.
This society, according to the witnesses for the prosecution, publishes, or
published, an unlawful and seditious paper called Vengeance, wherein the
cruel massacre of May 1st was planned and the lives and properties of
certain worthy citizens threatened with destruction, Explosives were
seereted by one or more of the prisoners, similar to those used during the
riot and produced in conrt.  The accused used violent and seditions
language at the meeting in question and called on the populace to resort to
the violence that subsequently took place, when six hundred and five men,
women and children were massacred, the accused having cansed and
assisted in that murder, according to the evidence of the prosecution. For
the defence, there was unfortunately no sworn evidence forthcoming, the
accused doggedly refusing to bring forward witnesses, or to give sworn
evidence themselves, declaring the verdict to be a predetermined conspiracy
against them. All they had done had been to protest their innocence—a
thing nearly all criminal, as well as guiltless persons had done beforethem ;
and therefore their protest had mo value in the eyes of the law. The
manufacture and storage of the explosives had been proven, and although
the accused had denied complicity they had failed to bring forward any
evidence in support of their denial. The letters from the secretary of the
organization had had their authenticity denied by the reputed writer of
them, who had produced other letters asserted to have been written by
him and which certainly did not appear to be from the same pen, He
h{\d. however, failed to bring the reputed recipients of the letters into the
witness box, and it was for the jury to determine whether they were
genuine and of any value as evidence. They had also attempted to show
that the witnesses had contradicted each other, thus destroying the
reliability of the evidence, one of the witnesses having stated thata mem-
ber of the accused had come out to the colony with him two years after
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a1 to be active participators in the st.r'nggle‘juéﬁ dess

e men present had in his hand a copy of the Evening
h-he was reading the latest particulars of the trial to his
at length, placing the paper on the table, “now you
ome to. I told you these villains would have their blood.
dy taken:the blood of the noble martyrs of Chieago :
look out, mark my words, they’ll have the lives of everyoﬁé ;

‘much matter, Smythers ; life isn’t worth much to us
earn a pound a week, and it costs us more than that to pay
ase our food and clothing,” said one of the younger

to pay your rent, Wilberforce, when the money you
starving family and not to an overfed landlord. If
to pay your rents and pointed a revolver at the first
t, these troubles would never have overtaken'us.
‘do mow? - I suppose you are going to sit here

nd let those poor devils be murdered, when—" !
are curs,” interjected another, we'd as soon put an
d business as you would yourself, Bill, but we can’t do
no more can you. I only wish I counld see some way of
chemes, and preventing more bloodshed. But what can
power of money ?  When it comes to this, that hun-
orking men and women can be shot down at the secret
wealthy, and then hang onr leaders who are equally
other victims, I think it’'s time we called a halt some-

alk sense instead of violence.” ‘

alton, showing the white feather just like Hold-
alle about peaceful co-operation,” remarked Felix
d an arm chair in the corner of the room, *“you
' Bill Smythers, so you want to stop him because he

' said Hypatia Stephens, who had hitherto kept
if you don’t stop your shameful allusions to- Harry
ou regret it. Lon’t dare charge him with cowardice
I cannot endure it. I know Harry too well to think
‘a3 brave and honorable a fellow as ever breathed.
him ! Never slander him in my presence,
er, -youw'll incur the wrath of an injured
ow what that means.” 4 {
quarrel now,” said Walton, “and I cer-
uncalled for. . We are met to fight the

"

approval, and the business of the meet-'

Ters, “ to test the feeling of the meeting,
all directions to watch the movements of
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Bach spy shall carry 8 bomb to protect his life in case of
but not for purposes of aggression. Near each spy we shall
b s group of secret soldiers, each of whom shall be well armed wit},
mh and other weapons of destrnction carefully concealed about their
persons ; their dress shall also be disguised to make them resemble ord;-
+ working men carrying on their :lxsual occupatligs, s;:uh as{. messengers
of the plutocracy carrying letters and messages ; they shall also be sworn
hg'&mi constables under fictitious names, and shall now and then fur-
‘nish secret reports of bogus plots to influential public personages. Wo
have full lists of all the jurymen and witnesses who assisted the judge in
ordering the murder of our comrades, and we have already a number of
rustw men and women watching their every movement and in many
cases in close confidence with them, In fact, since the trial first came on,
we have been carefully working up an organization similar to that hoax
called the Knights of Revenge, and have met with unexpected support
and encouragement, Comrade Slymer can corroborate my words.”
% Yes,” said Slymer, “Smythers is correct ; and although it would not be
prudent for me to say much about it here, because ‘walls have ears, 1
:;::;1110 hasxtat.;:in in saying that our success is certain. I gladly sup-
e proposition.”

“Am Ito Fnderstmd that these persons of whom you gpeak, the spies
and * soldiers,’ are nnder any organized direction from some executive body
or otli:m reﬁmz_ed ant.fﬁomy ?” asked one. i

“T can only answer Mr. Millar's question by stating t e
volunteered those duties, and are no?v perfomiy;ng th h];?;a ]?!11;]121:% 31131‘..-
go solely under the supervision of myself and Slymer, s,nd two others who
m ::a;oqs dtslulre not bet present. We are mainly met here to con-

o in the present crisis, a i i
executive out of the prel:ent meeting.” e

After a considerable amount of talki i 3
formed and the majority of those presen?i,w:ll'? irfJ rfl?;ieidﬁzﬁe?:::o ‘:ﬁ:
% body ; the remainder, among whom were Hypatia Stephens, Harry

ton, and Fred Wilberforce, taking their departu Then i
der proceeded to “ business,” ' The new o bk
Band of Justice ; but they also adopted :E::Il;mtmn U e
B st il ovld-Tho  Bcxliihs: kgt )
mﬂB’ThefaSEepﬁan of this latter name would magm}nein:;grngge;ﬁ

10811 i .
Siion :{; i publie, and to conduct private meetings without raising
! s the ante-rooms of public hall Then
arrangements were made to carry out the obi i R mceacary
P A ¥ rry the objects ﬂf the Band by appoint-
¢h to his particular office, having the v /43
g g the dates and places of their futy B rords on
} A Teé movements, and attending

er details that i
were taiien“ were necessary to deal with on the occasion.

Mg to avoid the findi o )
on any members of the Band by anyeofnfﬁzg.ﬁf;f;’ R iy ovidonce

ﬁlt mﬂaﬂly l':mell:;hereld cypler was myﬁ’f;ltgr :3;:5; :2:10:,1
Felix | 8 i db:o“l]{ :;‘eqnent-:w them, and the secrotary,
; I 0o minutes or accounts of the Band s

) A
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ransactions. Having made all these necessary arrangements, the mem-
bers dispersed for the night, each entrusted with a part in the fulfilment of
their dangerous mission.

Enit IX.

" When Hypatia and the - others left the conspirators’ meeting in the
Carlton cottage, they did not go each at once to their several homes ; but
slowly walking down Lygon Street together, and keeping on the road to
avoid listeners as much as possible, they talked quietly together over the
meeting they had just left and the general state of public affairs. They
did not dare stand together conversing, as it would be sura to excite sus-
picion, and they did not know but that the first person they met might be
some secret detective.

w T am afraid,” said Fred Wilberforce, after they had been conversing
for some time, * that nothing will come of all our efforts aiter all, The
more I think over it, the more satisfied am I that the present state of
affairs is as likely to endure as it was to come. What can you do with
the workers when they never trouble about their condition until it is too
late? They are certainly very anxious just now, and seem as if they were
fully resolved on doing same desperate deeds; but they won't do any-
thing. Look at Smythers and those fellows trying to organize & reyolu-
tionary conspiracy amongst a lot of fools whose whole thoughts are occu-
pied with such childish absurdities as a football or cricket match, who,
can tell yon the names, weights and pedigrees of the winners of the Mel-
bourne Cup in past years or the probable winning horsesof this, and whose
chief literary food is the perusal of penny comic papers whose humer is on
an intellectnal level with that of a children’s nursery ; while the preserva-
tion of their health or their liberty is a thing they never think about, but
only eall you a ¢crank ’ if you mention it to them!”

*That is very true,” replied Harry, * but it isn't everything. You
might have added that when they can't find food for themselves and
their families they always manage to poison themselves with alcohol or
tobaceco. But on the other hand, you must remember that nations in the

A have had the same vices and yet have effected mighty changes of one

ind or another, The legislative charlatans who now bamboozle the pro-
letaire by granting land for football grounds are only imitating the tyrants
of medizyal days who blinded the people with gladiatorial combats while
ihey forged the chains of slavery tighter round their necks. But some

the slave awakes, and the chains are broken ; and who knows but “,’h“'t

aves of modern Melbourne capitalism may notsome day do likewise 7
mot be surprised to see them do so in the present struggle, even
the fatal verdict of to-day is carried out ; but L am afraid they are
E*- ripe for a victorious rebellion.” _

o you think the penalties will Le carried out ?” asked Hypatia.
-1 do not see why they should not,” replied Walton. * The machinery
#ﬂh&l&w is powerfnl ; the execution of its decrees are firmly established
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affairs had assumed such a militant aspect. But

ear about the matter;; and but for their fears they
peculating abont it at all. But when the day arrived
ony to be performed, the pent-up feelings of the popu-
ubdued any longer. - Men began to say what they were
y it rather noisily. Women vied with the men in
e, and showed by their demeanor that they were in
ven the police seemed to feel as if they had been
ring volcano quite long enough, for they began to be
nd officious, and were not at all scrupulons about mal-
ns who had deputed them to carefully watch over'them,
f the jail, at every possible point, armed men were
ds of police in uniform or plain clothes mixed up with
ds who waited outside its grim walls. Large bodies of
ned in all directions, and others throughout the city,
ctorian Government many of them having come
nies.  The latter were carefully posted in the most
the anthorities rightly reasoning that as they were
) on Melbourne affairs they would be less in
ople, and therefore more amenable to duty and more
ir unfortunate fellow-men when ordered to do so by
cers. All the available mounted troopers had. been
and in their case, too, care had been taken to place
country duty in the thickest part of the crowds. = At
cecution drew near, and the favored few within the
in, or witness, the revolting details with a zeal

t. The attendants went about their accustomed

little unconcern as a cook would show in preparing
spectators showed a zeal even more intense. There

1 vultures, thirsting for the blood of the unfortunate

\t over the sight of a species destroying its kind,
‘despairing words of the tortured, or to note the
unfortunate victims of human brutality. — There
ers—no, not like tigers, for tigers and other

their own species : it is only man, brutal man,

n” who stoops to such base deeds as that—

ciously to feast their bratal eyes on their

victims came. Manfully and bodly did they

d they hold their heads erect, as only mén can
profound silence as the brave fellows pre-

ds to their earthly tormentors. ~But, ‘alas,

y durst not let its victims speak. The

ear the voice of him he would devour. The

tside. the walls, and perchance that echo

ald in the victim's retribution. So the

¢he victims, like the martyrs of Chicago,
amurdered. A few stifled cries were all that

human beings liad suffered the utmost
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‘all other wicked cities grow, and had become a modern
improvements of all kinds had built it into something
‘those who had existed in the “riot days,” as they
 finest architects of the world had come there to
de, and wealthy men had employed them to build some of
‘the world. :The city was like a magnificent palace,
almost for a demigod. The decorations of the houses,
lthy citizens, and the wonderful advances made in
ind other comforts, were amazing. Such was the
ave one on first seeing it that the great international
les Crayon, could not help remarking that * If Para-
s-instituted on earth, this is where we would find it.”
but one side of the mighty city ; and the remarks of
osen when he said that  Were Paradise to visit us,
her nose and stifled every other sense, she'd soon turn
‘& matter of fact, things had goze on drifting in the one
jon had grown and had brought grand homes to the
verty had grown just as rapidly and so had its accom-
sre was no turning back from the order of social
stant extension of the old order of things. It may
t along with this growth of poverty, alongside of
tions of the discontented still continued to find a place,
important of these organizations was that of The
ew Socialism which met weekly in a large room in a
.
Brotherhood of the New Socialism were usually
linary run of such gatherings. The workers met
st the injustices of the existing social order, the
the increasing disparity between rich and poor,
newest schools of socialistic thought held out to
sed. There were generally the usual stock speakers,
tock resolutions that significd nothing. Some-
‘2 more or less unexpected change of programme;
ting that is just going to be described the pro-
by affairs certainly very much out of the common.
y evening when the Brotherhood were to meet,
king their way up the steps to the room where
arried on, when a rather elderly man, whom
on fifty years of age, but whose manner never-
& younger man, accosted one of the Brother-

g are meeting, and if so, are strangers per-

s everybody is welcome. Gro upstairs after

s directed, and soon found himself in a
‘of seating about two hundred persons,
y present, It was now time to com-
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mence, and the chairman: called on the pianist to” open with a suital
pi ce, W'E“:hﬂ;l: did by playing the * Marseillaise”™ in first-rate sty
maa few songs were sung, mostly ‘the «familiar songs of the day, ay, |
one gentleman recited Charles Mackay's stitring poem, * Eternal Justice.
which elicited vigorous applanse. = After which. dne: of the ‘Brotherlio |
recited the following with some warmth :— '

A CALL TO THE WORKERS.

Clome lads, ronse yourselves, for the night is grown darker,
The sad cry of anguish is londer than yore,

The victims of labor—of wnwanted labor—
Are crying at your feet, and their numbers grow more.

'Twas said,.in the sweat of his brow, that the toiler
Should eat his bread ; but, alas, 'tis too true
| That he who toils hardest has least of earth’s bounties,
Whilst plenty rewards him who toil scorns to do.

Oh, brothers, is this what our fathers have fought for !
v Is this but the ontcome of thousands of years
Of thinking, and trying, and doing for their fellows
By lawgivers, scientists, thinkers and seers ! ;

Is man born to live and to die unrewarded?
Are all his best efforts to be spent in vain ?
Shall idleness always enjoy of the good things?
Is labor doomed always to toil and complain?

"Tis said that the poor we have with us at all times ;
Alas for the world, that 'twas so in the past ;

But, brothers, because we have long suffered evil, -
Dost follow we shonld suffer evil to last ?

Oh, poor fellow creatures | so long thy injustice—
| 8o long hast thou bent under tyranny's hand—
8o long hast thou crouched 'neath the whip of thy master,
Thou durst not look npright, thou fearest to stand.

Oh, brothers, cast off the dead load of oppression

‘That Cunning has heaped upon Labor's strong form—
80 ounningly heaped that the victim who bears it

Searce knows of its presence, except when the storm

Of righteous rebellion breaks out in its fury,
And Slavery strikes in its blind frenzied might;,
And throws at proud Capital, bloated but helpless
The force of a True Thought, the bombshell of Right.
Alas, ah my brothers, so long used to serfdém,
8o ready to fawn, and to cringe, and to crawl
Before the vile monster thy toil hath created,
The Doer of Nothing, the Filcher of ALY

Then courage, my brothers, arise in our manh

1 Btand firmly together and dare t.he:wlmle -wu:{:(d’—
4 world in which thou hast no claim of possession,

B The Idler's domain, from which Labor is hurled.

“Rise u%,;:.nd ask not your oppressors for favors

C vl ng, or for mercy, or justice, or gain ; 4

40 Hell with Monopoly and its defenders :
w}d w your own whon you dave lay the claim,
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The chairman then thanked the comrades for entertaining them, and said
that William Treadway would introduce the principal business of the
evening with his promised address on * Labor's Hopes and Prospects.”
An intelligent looking young man Lere arose, and mounted the platform,
the applause that greeted him showing that he was a familiar favorite
amongst them.  Without any ceremony, he commenced his address,
the elderly stranger eyeing him with eager attention,

I shall not trouble you to-night,” said he, ¢ with a repetition of the
questions we are always discussing as to the sufferings of the working
classes. We are already too painfully familiar with them. Nor will I
weary you with the conventional platitudes that must be as tiring to you as
to mysell. But I will endeayor to treat the subject as thoroughly and
clearly as I can in order that some real good may come of it. Tt is now
fifteen years since my poor father lost his liberty in striving to do what we
are still striving for ; and when I look back I ask myself, What has been
accomplished in that time? I think, comrades, you will agree with me
when I say ‘nothing.’ Of course, I was but a lad at the time of the
famous riots, and have a very imperfect knowledge of the facts conneeted
with it. I lost my dear mother, as many of you may know, in the bloody
massacre that took place upon the execution of ‘the Noble Seventeen,’
and my father was taken from me at the same time, never to see my face
again ; for, as you know, he died threeyears ago in jail—died, so they
say, from an hereditary and incurable disease; though I firmly believe
they foully murdered him because they could not break his indomitable
spirit. I have no relatives surviving that unhappy day, so I can but
glean my information from the historical sources known to you all. I
have principally taken my facts from ¢ McCulloch’s History of the Mel-
bourne Riots,” of which a valuable three-volume edition is in the Public
Library. What do I find from a carefully study of it ? Why, that mat-
ters are no better now than they were in the pre-Riot days; that poverty
is a3 keen as then, if not worse; that the apathy of the masses, their
ignorance, their scramble after recreation when they required bread, and
their treacherous actions towards their truest champions were as common
then as now. And I find too that they rested on the same hopes as we
do. They vainly waited, as we are waiting, for honest legislators, just
laws, a wide diffusion of humanitarian sentiments, mutual sympathies, the
disappearance of vicious habits, and all those other elements that we con-
tend are the essential precursors of the glorious social life for which we
are striving. But L now see where they erred, and where you, friends, are
erring along with them. They trusted to bad conditions to create good
human beings. They tolerated the institutions of human slavery, and
hoped, poor fools, for the day when the slave should be noble and the
slave-master kind, They believed that the human race was wicked, that it
gloried in its wickedness, and that all the vices and crimes it committed
were but the natural manifestations of its totally depraved nature. They
thought the individual character was superior to the conditions environing
it—that the human will was free, and therefore responsible for the indi-
vidual's wicked actions (although inconsistently giving it small credit for

D



THE MELBOURNE RIOTS.

‘his good actions)—that man’s nature was bad, bad, irretrievably bad ,,
~ ther that his fellows should treat him with the brutality inherey -
+their own brutal natures and so richly deserved by the brutal naty.
himself, But, friends, I find this is a lie, a flendish falschood, a sl |
on humanity, I find that the man is what his circumstances malke e
That great reformer, Robert Owen, was right when he said that -1I.I.-.
character is not made &y but for the individual.” TIf you put me in yy,
cireumstances, you make me a bad man. If you enslave me, I leary '1.,
rejoice in slavery. If you treat me bratally, you encourage brutality j,
my nature, and I act brutally to yon, If in this land, which natura|l;
belongs to all you who live upon it, you give me a special privilege to 1]",'.
ownership of this land, you make me a tyrant, and I cannot helb l)ni‘ ql
a tyrant ; and you make yourselves my serfs and cowardly cringing cny
willing to lick my feet in truly slave-like fashion, that T may ;I'a,\uiun;j;-
afford yon permit to toil on the land I have deprived you of. Then yo
hate me, because I am your master ; and I hate you because you are ‘my
slave. 'We pretend to love each other to win each other's favors hﬁt in
our hearts we love each one himself and eye the other with suspiciuh and
mistrust. So if iz throughout all society.  All true morality is forbidden
by the very laws under which we are associated. The landlord, des) i
his higher sentiments of love and justice, must rack the re;lts 11:\
starving toilers lest he become a toiler and wear out his life’s blood In‘-[rl
others. The remorseless usurer must stifle his conscience, and forge the
yoke of Mammon round the neck of the proletaire that he. may extort, by
interest, the product of their toil, lest he someday perform that endless
fruitless foil himself. The legislator, offered bribes of wealth and nl\
‘ dare not be true to ma_qhood and refuse those bribes, lest he lose 4131 l{@:
pelrer,ami. join the toiling proletaires who waste their wretched lives in
others gain. No, friends, we have fought on wrong lines. We have
hoped to achieve fraternity by creating bitter antipathy. Qur preachers
have called on men to be honorable, while supporting all the ini]:,tit[utiu\n;
which compel us to be dishonorable, Every so-called * revolution ’ has Feen
a failure, becanse all the evil conditions were allowed to remain }
tyrants were created out of old institutions. The cannibal with h:imlvhlil;-\:
and warriors, makes war upon his brother cannibal and eats hi i The
zzllmed man, with his rulers and their subordinates, makes war ;3:0 1 “A].I
-;n?nmﬁlﬁrh ?;u:elel:hmo j(lilv':}lllrs him, but he devours him wit.h}t‘lm
; i ose i ivili ]
*‘mhllre; Ofﬂil‘-hetilr conditions, the victhi:némv?;lzﬂdoglgzétfed’—;.l-lt'l
y for the human ra i 8 eole of
Skl theft aud dosteucton,  The Dosbhmariy e goners! role
v dahs, and others who lack our civilized i Masmk(_ars:. 9
Ty : ilized customs of law and disorder
8hownus that man is moral when the conditions of hi igtence are
tate morality.  They have shown us tl‘:n.t lsl emstenﬂfi:-‘!'l*
% instead of on his neighbor, that he daily enjoys (-
7:;“1 friendship, health and contentment that we onl®
ey who have no laws over th ‘ t
BA that self-instructin . ém are ‘a law unto
; g law invariably teaches them that s

ot

" we must carry our thoughts into practice.
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they do unto others so do others unto them ; and they have shown us that

while dishonesty, lying and poverty are the general lot of those who tolerate
our institutions, such evils are utterly unknown to them, and everyone is
honest, truthful and as wealthy as he chooses to be by his own efforts.
What a world of wasted efforts might have been spared had humanity but
learned these lessons that nature is everywhere teaching him ! Genera-
tions after generaions have passed away, while poets, philosophers, and

reachers were calling on the people to live good lives in harmony with
each other ; but the efforts of all those generations have heen spent in
wain. Had those noble minds but united their efforts in finding out the
social conditions that generate morality, and then worked together to
establish those conditions, in a few months or years they could have
achieved them ; and you and I, friends, might now be enjoying the

lorions benefits of their wise actions, and the Melbourne Riots need never
have blotted the pages of earth’s history. If we tolerate bad conditions,
we will preach in vain to make good men and women. If we create good
conditions, we would preach in vain to make those men and women bad.
For they are ever the creatures of their circumstances—the moral product
of their surrounding. In lands where monopolies and legal plunders
‘flourish, there the priesthoods preach morality, but they and their hearers
continue immoral. In lands of freedom and unrestricted opportunity,
there no preachers are found or needed to teach morality, because all are
moral. .Qur present society, therefore, cannot progress as we wish it ; and
all our socialistie teaching is but labor thrown away, because the con-
ditions of life are opposed to our teachings, the present order is not a
social but an anti-social one, and even we who aspire to lead society are
corrupted by it. Socialistic propaganda is like the cry of the shipwrecked
mariner in mid-ocean, and meets with no response. If we want to succeed,
The world has learned how to
hate : we must teach it how to love. It has learned how to oppress and
steal : we must teach it how to render mutual assistance and be honest.
Can we do this? If not, then Socialism is a failure, and Goodness is a
word that deserves no place in man’s yocabulary.  But I believe, friends,
it i possible for us to introduce here the elements of goodness that others
have found, and to find, even in barbarous Melbourne, a congenial soil in
which to transplant them. Buf how shall we doit? ‘What determined,
united action shall we take?  That, friends, I do not pretend to be able
et to answer. I can only say that I have determined fo find the way
from chaos into freedom, and when I have found it to devote my whole
life’s efforts into carrying it out for the mutual good of myself and my
fellow men.”

" The applause that followed on young Treadway’s speech was marked
with real enthusiasm, and the chairman took occasion to remark that he
felt it. worth more than mere passing comment, and hoped that something
really tangible would come ouf of it. The platform was declared open for
other speakers ; but no one seemed anxious to come forward after the
‘brilliant speech they had just listened to.

At last the elderly stranger stood up in the hall,
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~«Do you permit a visitor to speak ?” he asked.

« (ertainly,” replied the chairman, ¢ come to the platform,”

~ The elderly gentleman lost no time in doing as requested.

« Friends,” said he, *“ for I feel I must address you thus, althougl, 5
wutter stranger,—I have listened attentively to the able and thoughtty
speech of the young man who has just spoken, and I must say Le .
more than credit for it—he fully deserves to have his wish fulf||
(applanse). T may tell you that I have gone through the scenes I Kot
spoken of, and although I never before heard of MeCulloch’s work on tj.-.
subject, I can assure you the conditions of society in those days, and i),
hopes and aspirations of the people, were just as he has described them
Although I have been scarcely three weeks roaming in your city, I can e
that no ehange has oceurred in the past fifteen years for which yon nog|
be grateful. Certainly the buildings have become more stupendzms- ani
the luxury of the few ig more like that of an Eastern monarch t]]i\l'l-.\\'}'-;l'
the plutocracy of Melbourne enjoyed before; but the conditions of life e
no better—in fact, they are actually worse than I then knew them, |
told yon I have been roaming through your streets for the past few weoks,
but do not think L come from any other city, for T have been all these
years an inmate of your jail, having been incarcerated there for comyliciis
in the riots.” . ¥

“ But you are not Holdfast? ” asked the chairman.

“’,Yes, Sir; I nsed to be well known as Harry Holdfast, althougl |
don’t suppose I have ¢ carried my years’ guite so well in confinement as |
might have done with proper air and sunshine. The authorities Lav
released me, as my conduct appears to have satisfied them though |
understand they did it as quietly as possible to prevent any B s tration
on the part of the public, and that is why I have not found you -
However, here T am, Aud now I wish to say that all the time I hare
been cungnedl have brooded over this awful problem of the a:t-ru-;(.fll
a.bmes the!lla _Hgbor and Monopoly, and while coming to the same conclusion:

rilliant son of my poor old friend, Treadway, I have found what |

am sure is the trne solntion. Therefore, if you vf;ll grant m]: a‘ l;n-
time, I will be very glad to explain it to you, so that I ean help you U
give the desired application to Treadway’s fnrinciplgs ‘and assi“{) gou by
voting my remaining days to the glorious cause of in,bor’s em:n ipatior
(spplause).  You all realize that the great trouble now is that .l ,Cfl,;‘- e
very rich, and the many very poor ; and you also know that th k- Ithy
are rich out of the lege{robbery of the others whom th tha ke I
Oi course, you know how this comes abont. The. lgy' R poicci i
the hands of the few, and th, i B cuopolinc
e ) e governments of the world exist to sccnn
them in that monopoly,  All th 1 '
158 POIY.. e great masses outside of that monopols
ﬁhhm the unwilling slaves to the few favored B nalist:. O
o ‘want to live ; but to do so they must work Tnopo A
it 80 they turn fo the land.  But dnstantly the lawiyn et

dim it - Bub stantly the landlord catches

s R S it is his land, and if they ] I
ive g 2 A ) want to use it tl st

g_ &m a: part of their product from that land for the pri'rﬂtlage :;? using

irse, they can't do without it 5 80 they give him what he ask:.
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That is the first step in the plunder of the workers, and we call it rent.
Then when the worker wants to exchange the surplus part of that pro-
duct, over and above what he consumes and gives to his landlord,
for the surplus product of someone else, he has to do so through a legal
medium, which we ecall money. This of conrse he has to horrow from the
privi.leged monopolists who are ¢ chartered” by the landlord government to
Sssue it. But they demand that when he pays it back, in a given time,
he shall repay more than he borrowed. This extortion is the next bnrden
on the laborer, and they call it inferest, or usury. Of course, he can't
pay more than he borrows, thongh he agrees to; and so someday the
banker, who lent him the money, metaphorically gobbles him up, robs him
of all he has got and malkes him a pauper, when he will perhaps finish by
imprisoning him for vagrancy. Then the officers, who run this landlords’
and bankers’ government, want paying, as they are not producers them-
selves, and that makes another big hole in the worker’s product, which we
call tazation. But that is not all. A man can’t work on land unless he
has tools. So if he is only a worker, with nothing but his arms, he goes
to one of the fortunate possessors of the money (which alone buys fhe
monopolized lands and tools), and he asks him to let him nse those tools.
This the employer agrees to do provided he gives him another large slice
out of his product, which of course the worker does, and we call that slice
the prafit. The little slice that now remains to the worker we call his
wages ; it is sometimes so small that it takes a powerful economic micros-
cope to find it (langhter). Now, here is the way such an unjust system
operates. You go to work for a man, and in a given time produce an
article, say a suit of clothes, which he offers to sell you for £6. DBut he
only gives you £1 for your labor in producing it. So you produce five
more suits before you can afford to buy one, which you then do. You
have now a suit, and he has five, one of which he uses himself. ~ But you
want to buy something else, so you ask him to let yon make more suits,
a3 you want to earn more money.  But hetells you he can’t till you buy
the four that he has got by him. And so you are thrown out of work. He
calls that ¢ overproduction,’ and you call yourself ‘unemployed.”  All the
workers under our present slave system are in exactly the same position ;
and although there is a division of labor and a distribution of products it
doesn’t alter the relations between employer and employee a bit, but leaves
them just as I have described them. Now you see that if you got the full
£6 for making that suit, you could have bought it at once, and all this
tronble would have heen avoided ; you would have remained at work
making another to exchange with someone else ; your employer would
liave had to make his own instead of being idle ; and everyone else would
ba doing the same, and we would never have depressions or riots, excessive
wealth or poverty, but would all be happy and prosperous mates like the
Masinkers that Treadway told us about.  Now, if you will help me, T will
show you howwe can do it, and thereby earn the gratitude of our fellow-
men and better our own condition. If you are agreeable I will fully
explain the whole thing to you at another meeting when you have more
time, so that you can fully understand it, and be prepared to help me in
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ay efforts to emancipate the workers of Melbourne and the whole civili, |
& ;SRR

Tmmediately that Harry had done speaking, the meeting burst out
furious applause ; all the etiquette of public meetings was forgotten, q
nearly all rushed forward to greet the veteran * agitator,” with a warm;),
of handshaking that would have made one think they had been intimaq,
friends of years’ standing instead of a few minutes.

Tt was decided that the next weel's meeting should be devoted to Hol -
fast’s lecture,

# One thing more before I go,” said Holdfast. “ Can you tell me th.
present address of Miss Hypatia Stephens ?” asked Harry.

* No one could tell him, but some of them thought she had gone +,
Benalla in a situation as general servant. She was rather well knowy
although taking little part in public affairs, and had not been heard of l\_.l"
over twelve months.

' Harry went away, thanking them sincerely for their cordial reception
and their friendly intentions. But he thought of his poor lost Hypatia :
and he felt sad. ~ Where could she be ?  Why was she not near the jii|
when he was released ; and now that he had been a free (?) man for
fortnight why had he heard nothing from her in the meantime ? Perlia) -,
thought he, she is dead ; she would not be silent otherwise. And with
this cruel thought racking hisbrains, he sought theestablishment wherein 1o
lodged and tried to forget his dear one in slumber. But sleep had forsaken
him ; and the poor fellow laid in his bed in & mental agony more severe
than any 1119 had experienced during his long imprisonment, He had faced
the world’s torturel all these years, ouly to find his life’s hope gone !

XII.

“I think T have seen yonr face before | ”
“ And Ithink I rememberyour's1”

The speakers were Harry Holdfast and a

entlema in the
?ut;i?dlstf-.:: dguyj sf_te:o the e]:ening of Treadvgmy’a Iecfr.ll.llrlt;3 ha'['lI'}?;e:w:)n }H.i
astly into each other's face while passine d ir \h‘l-‘-
me‘t: ;Fd a mutual glance of recognition had promgt:glfli :&%etr?“f.-‘] :

oy elggt iI[ ask ﬁou your name ?” ; i

- inly. My name is Holdfast—Harry Holdfast

."’.-%L:; Wilberforce, your old friend and co-wo:k'er. Dear me, to
mh 7 meet you again | But how you have changed ! 1t cun
‘twenty years since T last saw yo R -

I _I%yvou]i-‘ring 77 u, and  yeb you look like an old man
+ aﬁuf- Well, I suppose it's living,

Fillemup's Restaurant, wh SSEying to exist
; ! urant, where I get a shilling a ; o
h‘m@bu it is, for doing all sorts of o w::;k;ngesilﬁli};;mjﬂ l‘l‘ll.-l
&

1C0, e
- “Come g . T )
that,” lh‘fmfvh me, theo ; I'll find something better for you than

And yours 7"
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. Harry, after a short conversation on the matter, willingly agreed to go
along with his old friend, being careful, however, to deliver the letter with
which he had been sent by his employer before going to Wilberforee's.
Arrived there, he wrote out a short note to Mr, Fillemup, telling him he
would not hold his situation any longer, as he had found one more
snitable, and he would forfeit the week’s wages due to him,

Wilberforce's place was a really comfortable one for Harry to be in.
Tt was a nice roomy house, with plenty of accommodation for a few visi-
tors, and adjoining it was a large hay and corn store, of which Fred was
the sole proprietor, and which was doing a very large business indeed.
~ & And now, Harry, tell me a little of how you have been getting on all
these years. I have often thought of you, and wondered whether I
would ever see you again ; and now that you are here, I long to know all
about you.”

« All T can tell you is very little, Fred. A prisoner’s life is very much
like that of any other prisoner, and the fact of his being a political
offender falsely charged with crime does not cause him .to be treated
otherwise than as an actual criminal.  One thing, however, was in my
favor, and of course distingnished me from the exact treatment of a
criminal : I commanded the respect of the individuals in immediate
authority over me, and was as kindly treated by them as they dared let
me be. I took every opportunity to explain to them my true position,
and I know they were really sorry for me. One of them told me he often
felt the falsity of his own position, and realized that while he was there to
assist in keeping the criminal elements of society under subjection that he
knew many who were detained there were not really as bad as the majority
who still enjoyed their freedom, while the greatest villains of all enjoyed
their freedom. He could not see how we could do without jails , but he
thought we might almostbe as well without them when scores of legislators
and plutocrats were allowed to Tobthe struggling masses by frandulently
conducting bogus building societies, banks, and other financing institu-
tions with impunity, and rarely paid the penalty of their roguery, because
they had a mutual understanding to protect each other against legal pro-
seeution when any of them were detected by the public. But, Fred, I can
tell you about all this sort of thing any other time, I am longing to know
ili?w all my old friends are getting on.  Can you tell me anything about

em ? 1)

“ Well, of courseyon know about your widowed mother ?

Yes, I learned that she died of a broken heart shortly after my sen-
fence, and just before my final imprisonment. What became of my
brother John ?” ;

" &1 believe he went to America about twelve years ago. He couldn’t
malke much of a living here, and he gave the place up in disgnst, and has
gettled L Lelieve in San Francisco. He told me just before his departure
that he did not think the Melbourne people deserved to haye a -decent
person stopping in their midst : they appeared to like being plundered,
and therefore should have what they liked. He wasn't going to waste his
life for them as his foolish brother had done.”
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# Yes,#hat's the way he used to rebuke me,” responded Harry, «|,

was always saying I should not meddle with the business of other people
and prophecying that I would get into trouble over it. He turned :[
right in his prophecy, unfortunately, though his stupid idea of ng,
interference with wrong never improved him' or anyone else who held it
“ But surely, after your recent experiences, you agree with the principi,
of not interfering with another’s liberty, don’t you ?” 4
“ Certainly I do. Butcan’t you see that interfering with anothoeys
liberty, and interfering with another’s slavery, are two very difTore.ni
things ? The laissez faire doctrine is a very good thing if rightly m.nl«-rj
stood ; it simply means that each individual should be let alone to folloy
ont his own natural desires to satisfy his wants by his own efforts, Ay
I like to see a man exercising that right. But when he won’t stop 1],‘-\,,‘,
but demands that he be let alone when oppressing or exploiting others,
it's time we interfered. That man’s vietim requires to be let alone 1(1;:
as l-nuch as the other fellow, and it is to our mutual self-interest to see t‘h-{E
he is left alone. Laissez faire isn’t a one-sided virtue; but to hecomoln
living principle, it must be universal in its application. When the
authorities imprisoned me they destroyed that principle, becanse I was not
hmﬂ;mlglbhe liberty of others and wrongly lost my own, Had I limited
others’ liberty, by legal or illegal means (it is immaterial which) I should
then have been a destroyer of that principle of non-interference, and soc?vr;
to preserve itself would be justified in removing me out of harm’s way.”
i'h“rt Butfthl;a ce.p:tahslf and the legislator do not directly interfere with the
;s :h gyochf; oeaé;]l{roletsm, who are free to work for an employer or net,
“No, Fred, they are not free to do anything of the kind ; they ar

% o e com-
gh;ibylpn]ust conditions to do so—not by their own freé choi{'c. The
ialist cry of ‘Freedom of Contract,” which the plutocrats have tricd
to appropriate, expresses the true idea of economic freedom. I -
::ﬁ:::s uzl business is obscuring your sense of justice, ag it does so many
st d;:l en.dea.vourn_lg to vindicate your well-deserved efforts ot
o e v,nd_‘mlus‘ilcondlﬁml_ls_s you make the common mistake of endea-
vind'g lonll_ﬁﬂet{*f! t;'te oge uondl?tons i instead of stopping short after having
ditions thrgugh wh?enh t&f a;‘l;:lst, ?n]c[l ot | R e tho con-
i‘: urer (or banker, if ygu pref::S:hl; zvoitdr)ugiﬁ .e"e%ver{hlandlord' ey
bor is justiﬁed {0 Ris $8bass nnder e 1 _Other parasite on
o AL present exploitin : just

‘Bﬂ n?lirz{d Ei::;?:::mﬁsﬁsraqualig ]?stsﬁed with his poverlt)y undgersi;::in;;st]m..,
T A b
suffer or succced beneath that systgm. m fuat is wrong, not the men v

Y i : Society has forbi e
Bogly o etjoyment of your ovn efforts and L
anew commandment, THOU SHALT ROB OR BE ROBLE |-

and you have . .
mbh’:’,l‘ mll;‘meeéied in leaving the robbed classes and in foining the
ot and oo your best, and merit your success, Socicty -

done its i . )
parasite and e E::i‘::.,fhe undying hatred of both you and me—1he

Your own
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T undetstand your vigorous, if not very polite, language, Harry, and
know how to appreciate it. Yon are quite right in blaming the con-
ditions, instead of the individuals who live under those conditions. And
swith you, I would like to see better conditions existing, but I have little
hopes of them coming in my day, and can only put them aside as out of
the range of * practical politics.””

i« Well, Fred, I hope soon to take you out of this horrible pessimistic
mood of yours by showing yon an object lesson in justice. ~DBut about
my old friends and acquaintances.  You haven’t told me about them
R 'e't.”
¥ « Your acquaintances | - Of course, you know all about Felix Slymer,
your old time enemy ? .

« No, Is he still living 7"

@ Living! I should think so. And likely to live, if he doesn’t die
prematurely by gorging himself with too much luxury.”

« You don’t mean to say he is wealthy ?”

«Ves, He is the wealthiest man in the colony to-day j although,
when you and I first knew him together he was one of the poorest, or at
all events, believed to be such.  After the Riots that followed on the
execution of your comrades the workers were in desperate straits. - They
had no leaders, and no decided plan of action. ~ Slymer used to continue
to address them on revolutionary subjects and succeeded in retaining
their favors, until he succeeded in getting them to return him as their
yepresentative to Parliament. He got in by an astonnding majority, far
exceeding that ever polled by any previons candidate for the constituency
which he was contesting. Not only did the labor parties snpport him,
Dut the capitalists gave him their support also in the majority of instances.
This was inexplicable at the time, although rumor had it that he was
a secret agent of the latter and a spy in the labor camp—a suspicion that
was strengthened by his subsequent career. Having entered Parliament,
he lost no opportunity to support all the measures introduced in the
interests of the wealthy classes. This, of course, brought all sorts of
opportunities to his feet, and he became a little god amongst the capi-
talists and their representatives. ~ But the most astounding part of it was
that he continued to retain the good opinions of the labor parties in spite
of his persistent support of their foes.  And this is how he did if.
Whenever he supported a capitalistic measure, he told his laboring con-
stituents (in an undertone, of course) that he was doing so only as a
matter of expediency; so that when he someday introduced his own
revolutionary measures he would have friends in the House who would
stpport him in them as he had supported them. Thus hoodwinked, the
workers let him and his party support the most vile legislative enactments
year after year ; while of conrse the long expected socialistie legislation
never took place, and Slymer always managed to get them put off by pres-
sure of ¢ other business, and never failed to get his dupes to exonerate his
actions, After he had been in the Legislature a few years he succeeded,
by his excellent business tact and cunning, in forming several large and
influential trading syndicates, mostly amongst the members of the Legis-



Tl

; ‘” THE MELBOURNE RIOTS.

lature, This extended his popularity. The other members of the Hoy,
&m&g now an interest in common with his own, supported him iy g,
‘measure he brought forward, no matter how daringly oppressive it i)
be. Iven this did not cause him to lose the confidence of the proletqy,
for every time that a depression occurred, as the inevitable results of J,
financial nndertaking, he would organize charitable societies to distrilys,
relief and handsomely contribute to their funds a few thousand pounds o
of the hundreds of thousands of pounds which he had robbed from 1},
workers by means of those undertakings. ~ Honors continued to shower
upon him, and he got the title of Sir Felix Slymer which he now halgs,
That mansion which you saw just round the corner is his ecity office; Iy
he has far more delightful residences in different parts of the country, each
of which is connected with the city by a line of railway, constructed, iy
most cages, specially for him. His wealth was greatly augmented by vou,
old friend (?) Gregory Grindall, who, on his demise about nine years ag,
bequeathed to him nearly all his possessions om account of service:
performed.”

“ And is Slymer happy with all this luxury ? ”

“Well, that's a funny question to ask, and one I really can’t answer,
I know he has tremendous worry with it all, and is in constant danger
from the number of starving tramps who are always threatening to take
his life. and have made one or two attempts already. But I think he's
happier than he would have been in jail as you have been.”
_ ““But not as happy as he might have been living in a state of socul
jnstice and freedom,”

““Perhaps not.”
. “But, Fred, you have told me about the others, and yet I have nit
heard you say anything about Hypatia Stephens. Where is she 7 "

** Ah, poor fellow, T understand your anxiety, I think I can set your
mind at rest on thai; score,” v . 7

I hope she is all right 7"

“ Yes, I hope so, and have every reason to think sheis. As you know,
we have always been intimate friends, and althongh yom did uninten-
tionally cross my path in our affections, I have never leb that interferc in
the relations between us. Hypatia has often been in my company, and she
generally spoke of you and longed for the day when she should agan
behold you. Eav1ng no parents, or other relations, and being boycotted
by strangers owing to her confessed sympathies with the workers, she w:
unable to get employment here, and 1 assisted her in going to Sydney.
L would have liked her to stop with me and assist me in the busines-
I:IG mkm%;:p. But she thought as I was a bachelor and she a spinsier
it would be better for her to go elsewhere among strangers ; not that she
fo&mﬂmsgandal of tittle-tattling society, as you know,, but ghe con-
tmmoo W.-.h_nms.n nature was human nature,” and that it would require 8
h)themx' i zesolution on the part of both of us if she were to remain trne
of: the timps B 8 hiad given you. I tried to dissuade her from going away
T still Ml:h 1 think it is as well that she did do go, for I confess tha!

8l the old regard for her, and if ‘our relations had become mi
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intimate it would certainly have caused unpleasant relations hetween you
and me, perhaps between her and yoursclf, and very likely even between
Hypat.ia and myself, Mm‘rlage is not a very satlsf:a.ct_or}- institution. The
evils it often occasions are easier done than undone. Love has no difficulty
in uniting us with our eyes shut, but Reason can't always sever us when
our eyes get opened. Hypatia, as yon know, holds yvery strict and some-
what unpopular views on the marital relations, W]Ell"]l she looks upon as
the necessary outcome of our present system of industrial slavery, and
totally incompatible with the dignity of a true woman who should never
enter into what she calls sexual slavery. 8o she had her own way, as I
have told you, and went to Sydney, where she got a quiet situation as
housekeeper.  Here is her address. :Shall I wire her to return at

..Ga ? ”
o__nu.])o, Fred : and tell her to come immediately.”

Fred wrote the following message :— Return immediately. Holdfast
waiting here. 1 pay all expenses. Call Bank of Australasia, Sydney, for
money.” Fredsent a messenger to the telegraph office, and then went to
the bank and got them to telegraph twenty pounds to Sydney.

- When Fred returned, he began to initiate Harry into the mysteries of
a hay and corn business, and the latter recounted his past experiences while
performing the light work sef him.

XIIIL

Thursday had arrived, and Harry was that evening to propound his
scheme of social salvation, But, although the day had far advanced,
Hypatia had not arrived, nor had any word come from her. He had
hoped to sea her before the meeting, but there would be no train in till
late at night, so he decided to lose no more time but prepared for the
meeting. i

Fred had agreed to go with him that evening, although he had not been
m the habit of frequenting the socialists’ meetings for several years past ;
and after they had taken tea, the two went ont together to the rooms of
the Brotherhood.

On arriving at the hall, Harry found it yet wanted half an hour to the
time when they would commence the proceedings, so he filled in the time
looking around the place, and reading the numerous labor newspapers from
all parts of the world that were hung round the walls. Taking down a
copy of the London Revolutionist, his cye caught the following ;—* Our
Wns in Manchester, finding the co-operative schemes a fmh}re, so far

8 the improvement of the workers are concerned, are taking m;portant
es to force on a better state of affairs. They are now carrying on
ons campaign against the payment of rent, and are calllmg on 5;11 the
ers to inaugurate a universal strike, when they will quietly seize all
8 machinery and product in the factories and mines and start to work
it for themselves, oigering to let the proprietors join them in the under-
g provided they do their share of the work and accept an equal share
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of the common product along with the rest. There are already half yy,
tenants of the houses in that town positively refusing to pay their yont,
which they have not the means to pay even if they desired to do so; o]
they are readily joining in the grand campaign. We wish our compae
every success. If the other industrial centres imitate their examplo y,
will soon accomplish the Social Revolution.”

«What do youn think of that?” said Harry, showing the paragraph
to Fred.

« [ think it disgraceful,” replied Fred.

«] don’t,” said Harry, “I think it foolish.”

It was now time to commence, and the chairman called the meeting t,
order. He said he was glad to see the hall so packed ; it showed respect
to a worthy veteran (applause), and also showed they appreciated oy
earnest attempt to end the present social injustice (renewed applanse),
He had to annonnce that, at the request of the lecturer, a new departure
would be made in the conduct of the meeting : instead of the usnal debute
a‘t.the close, members of the audience would be invited to interject per-
tinent questions thronghout the discourse, so as to clear up the subject and
createa thorough understanding of the lecturer’s methods. Before intro-
ducing the lecturer, he would ask the whole audience to join in singing
the “ Anthem of Labor.” -

THE ANTHEM OF LABOR,

In the good old days when the Roman pom
Held sway o’er glfe human race, o
i And the working millions like oxen toiled
In sorrow and disgrace,
The wise men of that day did say
Man should toil thus for ever 5
But Slavery’s day has since passed away
To return amongst us never,

CHoRUS,—For Lahor shall be free ; yes, Labor shall be free;
" In spite of Mammon's cruel theft—
wlxhspmte okaaw’s decree—
¢'ll yet make Lahor free—we'll yet B
O'er all the world we'll brothems be, " "
And Labor shall be free | ;

But, alas, from the ashes of gl; ]
The lords in their Feudal Pt R

4 Reducing to serfd t

O -

T A.ﬁriﬁlﬁrﬁﬁﬁgﬁtn;gu sold 'wlth l\in:lmng

: r‘ . He strives to be free at last, i i
oy 4 i ’ CHORUS—For Lakor, ete,

But alas for the day that saw Canita
-an ithdoljmbf; prostrate at itg g didhdty
: e indolent few overhurdmdwﬁh
- While labor has nothi e

- The worker is * free '] yu._M.—ﬂolltm-va.
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Or work at a tyrant's call !
The gold of the idler has bought the whole world :
The worlser has nothing at all,

CHORUS—But Labor, ete.

Then hail to the day when the worker shall say:
“The world 'neath my feet is mine,

“The wealth in your hands is the fruit of my toil ;
* Restore it—it is not thine ;

¥ The coal and the metals I bring from the mine,
% The engines I make with my brain,

% The homes I have built, and the clothing T weave
% Are all part of Labor’s domain | "

CHorus—For Labor, ete.

And here’s a health to all who toil
In this and every land ;

Whoe'er they be, where'er they roam,
‘We stretch a friendly hand.

We know no race, nor creed, nor clan :
We fear not Russ or Turk :

i The only one whom Labor fears

Are they who will not work.

CrorUs—For Labor, ete,

When the audience had finished singing, the chairman reminded them of
his previous announcements, and called on Harry Holdfast to give his
promised address on the all-important question, ** How You and I Can

Emancipate the Workers.”

When the deafening applause, that followed on the chairman’s remarks
had subsided, Harry proceeded as follows :—

“T intend to-night, friends, to convey to you the thoughts that I have
evolved during fifteen years’ confinement in your jail. = During the whole
of that time I have never ceased to think of the unhappy conditions of
those outside it, and to work ont some method by which I could end those
conditions if I ever became liberated. At last I have matured my plans,
and to-night I shall lay them before you before I earry them out (applause).
Understand, I am going to ask yon to helpme, and I want every one of
you here to lend me a hand ; but if yon don't—if not one of you assist
‘me, I shall go on carrying it outall the same,and seeking the assistance of
more willing co-operators (applause). T will presume that you have
realized already that government will do nothing for you, that philan-
thropy can’t afford to do anything for you, and that you need expect no
wealth or power outside of your own selves to emancipate you; bub that
you are resolyed on working out your own salvation (hear, hear). I
%nalso presume that you have. seen through the fallacious methods of
your trades unions, whichnever alter the false relations existing between
‘employer and employee, but allow them to continue—set the worker to
fighting his master instead of dispensing with his master; and which
‘accomplish nothing but futile strikes which always in the end succeed in

8triking the strikers while the master waits his time and then puts on the

serew tighter when defeated labor comes begging for the right to toil, 1t is
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ity with each other ? i : i
ge was entirely spontaneouge:r:;nlgn?:t 4 o it drwidy
ully directed b il b
Ly ted by a labor-note system that gave 1
he pauperizing monetary system that wo are suffori e
ere the canses of their failure? TLet us f 3 tt;rmg
also, but may take advantage of their : lem!
ses but avoiding their stumbles. Tf we ixalmp s
find that their successes were due to the f i
ve employment to the | " i
- employ abor upon it, worked with tI
stead of the machinery of others; and rendered t} e,
on the product of their own . labor instead of Eu ml:etl;xl‘
he usurer.  And their failures we find were Idue ta
requently made the products of the individual labor ‘
erty of all, whether they assisted in the Crmfi:;ﬂ off t'.hc‘frs
utterly regardless of the amount of Ae'xertitm eu:l?
rth in their creation ; some failed becanse thej land the
pen to the free use of all their members was not out of thg
efore they commenced to use it, and they had to relinquish
rtgagee, with all the improvements they had ﬁlaced% on
cause although they had the land, and pérhaps gad
not the means to work that land properly, but like
ng farmer they lack sufficient means to * hdng out’
i m ripen and the harve:st comes to reward their
have means too small to tide over famines, droughts
; and others yet again failed because they were
uthority, hemmed in by laws, regulations, and restric-
men who knew little of the requirements of hard
ers who knew still less of those requirements, and who
rought about the old order of things that existed in
iety from which they had just fled. Now, friends,
t me to imitate their successes, and avoid their
g means. Club together a stated sum each, say
are a hundred of you that means fifty pounds;
undred pounds ; and ten thousand of you, five
r that five thousand pounds employed in securing
would domore good than five hundred thou-
 charity or government relief works (hear,
ay a small sum every week, say a shilling,
ne five or ten pounds each. Now that isn't
emancipation, is it ?  You'd think nothing of
ugh a building society for a house and land,
et that small ten pounds will gain you not
liabilities, but it will find you capital to
lothing for you to carry on with until you
nd here is how you go about it.
thousand pounds. With some of that
the country, and decide amongst your-
nd live on it. You don't need to all
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on it once; as they did in the experiments I have told you of, because
R soon come back again as they did. ~ You wouldn't have ennn:}
3 s o live on. But suppose you sent a hundred of your number. 1, ;
. mmﬁmw of tents, food, seed, live stock, and all the other thin a
the o with them, You can easily do this, because you have plexi%s
of means.,  Now the?a is already a hundred of you on your own lands %ni
out of the crowded city—a hundred less proletaires to compete at ‘tl
W&ﬁeﬁ for a starvation wage. Well you continue to supply tb_wle
food, week after weel, while they are up there ; it doesn’t cost ml.l.c;l
to live rent free in the country, and your united capital can easily do ii
without diminishing much. While you are finding these comrades food
they are doing their share towards sustaining you. They are bﬁildht(:
little homes away up there, so that they can live in them instead of 1]12
tents ; and they are also building others for you ; they also dig and ]-lb
pare the ground so that fruit and vegetables may be planted in itl;mq
sustain you and them in the near future, and they erect sheds for t}m
cattle and poultry. After a while, they begin to get ‘ the house’ read *
as we would say ; Q:nd you ballot to select a few more pioneers to go an) 1
help them. You might this time send their wives and sweethearts ; l%ecs.u:p
you know no community will hold together long if there are no eethearts
g (lau e, ink ; ‘ sv!reet nearts
ghter), men would scon return to the ecity with all its
sorrows, rather than suffer country bachelordom. ‘Then y)(fm ra.i- i'tf
aem_é more and more of your numbers up there, according to ougr I “-a Ih\
ﬁhnﬂmﬂy bemg ;ncreased by your own weekly c(iltribulteizg?
‘buy more and more land as you re uire it.  And iherin
ce { advantage of securing this agrplus produ';. tllllgr {m:vlzllltﬁﬁ;l:
u about—the big profit that the capitalist appropriates out of y 0
labor: mﬁﬂfg!ﬁl?m to 00::1:3 ap, your poultry begin}s‘)ltt
Py eggs, s to give milk, and ;
i i the countey s ol hese” things, over and. shov Pl
require for their own food, to you for you to sell i e
snconlingly disgoss of it to sell in Melbourne. You
it, and the money realized goes to swell f
which had been somewhat decreased by the purchases of e
ment,of your ERE y the purchases of land and the settle-
members upon it.  As time thi
e i oot o dgoes on lq.aurplus product gets
ili ooy plony md:.ﬂ:ényt.u thoui:;:n head og.paulpry will have
m”jﬂhmmd&. e oL 3 your few shillings’ worth
B W grown to loads of grain and vegetabl Slal
 furnished you with thousands ogtimeo' mn il
; your cattle will have multiplied from d:am “seeds as you startel
.mu'b'miag every yeor Th‘_ ) J__hlmdl‘eda; and your
4o be the oy e "Wr-imrease of nature,
" Wbﬂlﬂngp!m-mlpalyom begmel *;; hi‘ - were impoverisllwl
e i Belant so yor W which you all get
: lm‘plusym;l xon we realized so much
; Bi‘ ou gmn sendp ., ean easily buy more
md‘mhuyhhemy [ dmembers in largcr
Golng ihis untiliQ .eﬁ"iment machinery.
& o thail another, member aftr
g work, until at last the

{
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| have been absorbed in it, and
zle with each other for a batgogrﬁgt? :ﬁf g: 2 ?ﬂnaim bk
likke to aslk the lqcurerrwhat chance there i en;.
15 hie has so graphically described when we llj P, 41

ners, w‘qf.h far greater means, are always cm)?v bl W?H i
s got fairly started, there is no donbt i"i o B )
t the thing is for them to start. M: 6y Py SHCEel 8
start ; but when the crops fail him dri-y; f{“mer Mg
nntrea]._lze_suf’ﬁcient in the markc;t to ll‘OE_ght it
rbeage his little farm to raise sufficient m(P);Y g
_ But even then, he generally loses it ?\(}'to Mool

su]lnemc,a do und;r such eircumstances ? s
place,” responded Harry, « !
B rcesble.  The et )
unaided is in a very different positio ? oy
e been describing.  If the farmét' con i g
ht_acause he is dependent on those cro H;e: i gmf’ b 1
 his loans, or to purch . DY
o i purchase the food he cannot produce ; b

1 ;f‘):o rent _tolpay at a}l, no interest to meet, and 1;!01 fo::
i e remaining behwnd_ are sepding them a suﬁicienLt

y every week to keep them going. It doesn’t
@ of their crops came up for six months, or SHt )
one hen laid a single egg ; becanse ti]eir Brl:o lc!ne i
i dmrg;% :(])] SIt.heu: ‘regu]a‘;iy; and while the pi%;i?erarig
[ s set .in, and he can ;
lands, or the markets are not real?;(;tlgaf ;rrtiicetgu?%?]oi
, the pioneers are irrigating their own lands in*temtlenf
s to find out how to set others to do it and‘theb ri 0‘
3 fetching in the market concerns them ver li'i[‘isltcles
depend upon it for their living, and the smallcj;t fra ?’
isa fraction more towards the accumulation of t‘lh
is to free them from the dependence on the ca it']j
. e capitalist and to ultimately employ every f;npe of
&&?:h!,l: manner, _NGW I have shown you briefly how
oy members will act in finding them employment

L with ca ital, in the form of machinery, seed live stock,
m with homes, and in drawing them out of the city
newer city or village of freedom.  You see they
society to gobble them up, no rent collector to
ase to pay, because they have paid for their
they have now to guard against the evils of the
ping up again in their midst, and they do so
ponopollze land to another's detriment, nor
of any lands they may be using or desirous
stitution adopted by them all, and incor-
f their association, they are legally and
hier title but the wsufruct, That is to
to certain land only because he is using -
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| have given all their worldly possessions to have had
e there, so that their lives could have been spared ;
with us, were the air monopolized ; we would
opohsts" own price for the use of the air, just as we
he use of the land. But with our pioneers it is very
th them is as free as the air with us. It costs
no one has any incenfive to monopolize it from
ires to use it, because he could get nothing from that
even if he wanted to. It iz only because the land

lized and transformed into a marketable commodity,

more of it than we need. When it ceases to have
hecomes valueless in a financial sense, we take good

ore than we can just use ourselves. ie Bethel com-

their land in common, but used it individually, never
the area each one should occupy. Each mer'nber, or
wn little house, and there wasn't even a fence round
where one man's ground ended, and another man’s
id see a little enclosure here and there, you found it
wls in so that they wouldn’t destroy the crops ; or
rtain vegetable growths from different animals who
ht destroy them ; or for some similar reason.  But
0 say which was my land and which was your's. If
some land, we know it is a sort of public notice
; but you see the land of our pioneers, like the
, is nobody’s, so they don’t want any fence round
ind they would not quarrel over it, any more than
t from each other, The Betliel people were
erous ; and although they had not the perfect
ht be desired, their system of using the land
could be desired, and showed to all who want
there are no such things as landed proprietors
at that life can only be attained when the land
one has the right to ownany of it, but each one
much as he requires.  Now that is the grand
taught us—that the natural resources of
ee to all. That is the lesson to be learned
‘know that all experiments in communism have
have to learn the reason of its failure.
6 secured the common use of natural wealth
human labor; but it did harm when it
ificial wealth produced &y the efforts of
on which communism has always foun-
wrecked crews have forsaken, preferring to
talism. Many a good endeavor has been
us  economic defect, many a brilliant
" a disheartened pessimist through wit-
ollows such a rash denial of the right of
ot of his own work. If Labor is to

- 2
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B M r, it must reap the full rewards of its labor. Tt myy
b ‘.m?h?‘:ﬁll:bgf what it px:-%duces-—-nothmg more, nothing less,
_ must not share with the capitalist, as in capitalism j it must not shay,
‘ with the community, as in communism. Because in every community
there are apt to be some idlers ; and the only way to create idlers is |y
making it possible for an idler to live—a thing he can only do af th,
of the worker. Thus it is that in the communist experiments, th
hard-worker has had to see the non-worker enjoying the fruits of others
toil because he did not toil himself ; and so it has invariably come to pags
that the most vigorous, the most intelligent, and the most industrions

* members have one after another forzaken these commu.nlt.les, and only the
few enthusiasts along with the laziest and most unprincipled have bee
left in possession, until they eventually came to grief. Now itis very casy
to secure this private possession of product, s{multaneously with the free
access to mature that necessarily precedes it. And the doing of this
is what is rightly called ¢ co-operation.” Of course, we know that what is
often called co-operation is only so in name, but is in raa‘h stock-lohlnpg,
dividend hunting, or respectable usury. True co-operati precludes diyi-
dends, profits, or interest. True co-operation is that Torm of laboring
where each works with the other for mutual benefit, but not for mutul
plunder-, where each gets the full equivalent of what he produces ; wil
where each sells his surplus product for its real worth—that if to say, thut
he sells it for just what it costs him in labor, receiving in exchange the
equivalent in what it cost another in labor for his commodity. ~That ix the
trne individualism—it is that individualism which exalts the individuality
of the laborer to the highest possible point, by making him a truly inde-
t man, one living entirely by his own labors and mnot living in any

degree on the lahors of others ; itis that individualism which makes Lin
a real sovereign over his own individuality, and a worthy being to assoca
with others, equally elevated to the same social, economical, and moral love.
It is not the ¢ individualism’ that the capitalist talks and boasts abont—
the individualism of the few only that rejoices in and lives upon the =ij-
pression of the individualism of the many ; that isn’t individualism at all—
it's only domination. The present system isn’t individualistic; it
exploitative. 'We live on each other instead of each one living on himscli:
and it's only those who succeed in living on plenty of others who ever g
wealthy ; no man ever got enormously wenltﬁy_pnt of hizs own efforts, but
only by enslaving others and  living upon them, But these pionees
oouldn’t possibly do this. . Each one can only get what he males by his
- own exertions, g0 he can’t become a millionaire ora pauper ; but he would
- earn about twelve pounds a week, when his city b ﬁﬁren would be earning
wo pounds for doing the same thing ‘g the *sweating® copitalis

loys them would be getting two or thres hundred pounds a wek

fifty or a hundred hands,  And there's another thing t/
~ do when they get fairly started—they ean commence maling
. Idon’t mean lending gold' out to others and robbits
-more than they borrowed ; that's ealled making moncs
g of the kind : it's only a polite way of legally thieving
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they can commence making labor money, not plutocrats’
ab represents product created by labor, not money that
ies that the usurpers have stolen from the laborers by
nes of law and disorder. I mean the money that Robert
o, that Josiah Warren used to issue, and that Proudhon
at champions of the working classes have tried. to
“laborers’ substitute for t]_Le plutoerats’ gold. These
make a paper money to give to any member who raises
and deposits it with them for sale. It’s a sortof 1.0.U.,
- gives to the producer to record his indebtedness to the
bor I.0.U., or Labor-note as it is ealled, can pass
just as the plutocrat’s money does to-day ; and, so
te concerned, it can take its place. It's just the thing
; it helps us to exchange our product: with each other,
\lue for equal value ; it doesn’t cost anything to malke,
e cost of paper, ink, and labor, of which it takes but
jce ; ifi can’t rob us as gold does, becanse it doesn’t bear
g’ interest, you know, is the polite name for filching
money hasn't the power to reproduce its species, as
s do, but it only gains for some that which others have
have shown you the nature of the undertaking that
‘when I got released from your jail ; and I think I
show you that it is the readiest, if not the only way,
alone for ourselves, but for all our fellow-men, women
2 conelnding, I shall give you a number of facts and
have worked it all out ; and to let you see that the
opian ; but that, with your present means, it will
step by step, all the wealth and advantages that I
and a great deal more than I could tell you in a

to lay his facts and figures before them, showing
id likely transaction that the pioneers could engage
eek by week, and month by month, how their
ild be spent and what returns it would give. He
of the figures, which everyone could test for
ulted the various technical and industrial - works
sbrary, besides gleaning valuable information
and many practical men both in business and
ore he could speak with authority on the
¥

peaking, he was greeted with ‘round upon
me present taking part in it, although the
‘and’' there were many present, tempted
hing but comfortable at the cutting
nd then from Harry's remarks, especially
* corns of conscience and charged them
‘they seemed to recognize that his cen-
pyed ; that his objections were against
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e gota single convert !  And even that convert
proud of. And yet, forty years after, hundreds of
werica were enthusiastic converts to his ideas,
gladly clubbed together to give those ideas a
ent after experiment was conducted to carry out
they could; and now Fourier's writings have
1 thought, and their author has become one of the
cialism. Surely if Fourier had reason for hope
convert in five years, I have every good reason to
ten times that many converts in one month ! ”
succeed, Harry.” 3
is only in my dying breath.”
. .HS" | .l!
up to see who had interjected the last remark.
Harry after a moment’s hesitation.
se me, Harry. Don’t you think I have changed
1
certainly ; and at first I could scarcely believe if
ery ill. Whatever is the matter with you?”
ardon me, Mr, Wilberforce, for my discourtesy
I am so much interested in my fellow
forgot anyone else was present. I know with
ill make full allowances for ecircumstances ;
ng a gross injustice in even temporarily for-
who, in spite of my past coldness, has mag-
test benefactor in the hour of need.”
, no self-respecting person omits to assist a
do so without injury to himself. Tt is the
s that young woman I see waiting outside ?

raveller, Rose Wilson, who was working ab
Sydney. She is waiting till I go out, when

her toa friend’s place where she intends
There is no need for her to wait out

ested ; and after the usnal introductions
e adjoining drawing room.

¢ were seated, I think Miss Stephens
en all this time, as there has been more

er welfare, and now that she's here we want

L. Wilberforce, unless I wish to weary
eeper’s life,  1f you have no objection,
Mr, Holdfast for a few minufesin
son will give you the information you
ther time.” .

me, or empty ceremony, stand in
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for a month, three good colonial ovens, plenty of
autensils, a good supply of axes, spades and other imple-
sortment of garden seed that could be planted as soon
prepared, ten healthy-looking cows, and a few dogs.
 was itself enough to make the plucky band feel some ;
‘undertaking, and the cheerful faces of the many earnest
had come to see them off was just the best thing to
dence.
‘the time the party reached their destination ; and if
eerless, their arrival was still more so. But men
it, do not get appalled at trifles ; and they thought
ience of stopping at the station for the night, where
b off the cold by the assistance of the tents they had
ough the weather was bitterly sharp there had been no
they did not find it so very uncomfortable/ as they might .
ak, Mr. Martin conducted them to one of the
Tiere they found drays waiting in readiness for them to
their own farm. .
Jlong in reaching their destination ; and as the morn-
hey had a good opportunity to look around them and
home. The place they had chosen was very nicely
t distance from the shore of the lake, and the position .
‘adapted for the object they had in view. Certainly -
e in its prettiest aspects ; the recent oppressive sum-
lace wear a very desolate look, and there were not .
able life about. There were a few farms here and
righter than the great waste around them ; but
to receive the careful attention they might have
or they were not particularly well cultivated,
ed their share of the parching dryness of an Aus-
od even then as if they could advantageously
£ the clear water that lay at such a little distance
t even a decent forest to relieve the dead
‘only hLere and there a little timber struggling
cks of man and nature’s hot blasts. Now
o conld be observed, the last remnants of a
obliteration together with the crumbling
t and was now strangling itself. Hares
ndance, as many a farmer knew to his sorrow ;
entiful that the settlers found them a con-
their crops. Wild fowl were there in
sport for the settlers’ rifles ; and the black
ed themselves over the quiet scenein
eyes. And every now and then the
6 of the bronze-winged pigeons which are
was the soil itself, the sandy chocolate
d strongest to the new visitors. It was
they—the rescued, expropriated prole-
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d ever been able to own. No, not to own; but to use. Al
thought did delight them! How these novices did talk over the
of this wondrous soil, as though they had been agricultural experﬁ
their mothers weaned them. How fondly their eyes looked at the
kind earth that was to bring forth fruit for the starving wives ani
they had left behind them ; and all without paying perpetual tribute
} r. Then they would lift their eyes and turn them over towards
acent farms, and think of the woes and troubles of the poor farmer
rwho had nothing before him but the black prospect of stririnf;
adversity to pay his hard-earned rents for ever and ever, until ]ciu&
ﬂs:ime to reliev;: him of t?e cruel burden !
~ After enjoying a hearty meal from the simple but plentiful stores of
food that the directors had despatched along aith themlz the piorfcg:: -St
to work in real carnest to rig up the tents. Mr, Martin was an old hand
at this sort of thing, having in his young days been mixed in every
socialistic experiment that he ever could possibly wriggle into; and he
ave the little band some valuable suggestions concerning the best sites to
piteh their tents, and other details of information that were very usefnj to
them. They were not long in unanimously and spontaneously recog-
nizing him as their leader ; for men who work together will all find o
leader, and those they select of their own accord and mutual experienc‘u
always give more satisfaction and better results than the inexperiencel
busybodies that external anthority imposes upon men when it usurps the
right to meddle over them. The society had wisely arranged to leave the men
to co-operate as suited them best, giving them only clear particulars of the
performanc 1t s:pm:;,g from thagla {’n equitable return for the assistance
it ga After their canvas habitations were 51
mﬂw;tu atbg:h;g aa;wu{ ng: different e;ﬁmodiﬁeﬁ tﬁz;.rlplll:?ir?;?h: u\;ﬁﬁ
m, Al the 8 were carefully place
;ﬁ.ﬁb gnﬁrded against the attacks of the vl;rl%us zu:sfsf)ggl;’ :zdasilfsoec}t -
o ::1& only have too readily appropriated it had the opportunity
i k.nigeﬁr:l ;nfgkt:ni halt}_ asha:e s}iottecl of the little tin plates, pnﬁ-
hﬂbém L ooking utensils, and 0t__har useful articles that
g bk i’;‘aﬁbleg ‘;‘;13“‘“‘,3"‘*“? o fitted up ready for the mid-day
e } garden implements were carefully deposited in
 secure and dry place, except those they wanted for immedi
m party was deputed to watch after the cows which .
: Rieto they Sisso, 0ws which were permitted to
the time night set in the little band wem.' iy 4
et  fairly tired out with the
and toil of the day; and although some of them lit their

tried to amuse themselves with B iion the
had too long been

ought their slumbers, i
ggh to break it off

1ot retire early with the others.
olish habit of tobacco smo to

e gtole into one of the ten p vo or three others
f pic, of course, that
mt scheme upon

elves conversing on
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p%pn,_” sai.d he.?l},ddressing one of the men, “how do you
s experience 77

time to talk about that when we have been h li

haven't really started yet.” iy
it is rather soon to ask you. But I suppose you already
ag if Jou are breathing a very different air and enjoying
ssocmhons than you can find in the hum and worry of city

hink anything is preferable to city life, even city death is
~ But talking about the city, do you know how our comrades
left behind have been getting on lately ?”
o just talking about Holdfast raising the necessary funds. Is
Sir Felix Slymer has expressed an interest in ‘the under-
us caused the public to support it ?”
well known that Slymer did speak approvingly of it before
:Inatitutg ; and although his statements were not reported in
 got outb somehow, and that seems to have given it a bit of a
long while Holdfast got very little encouragement, but when
everal hundreds to join it, it got to be looked upon with more
ublic ; and although the papers tried to hoycott it as muech
as they are doing now, he wasn't long getting the whole
usand shares taken up. Several other influential persons
., are believed to be interested in the matter, although they
r very quiet.”
e which way the cat jumps, I suppose,” remarked one.
Martin, * I don’t think it is exactly that in all cases.
s that Slymer is quietly encouraging it to keep the discon-
and to make it appear to the working classes that he
h their efforts ; and I think he is not far ont. I believe
t an occasional word of half-hearted praise for a similar
o, there are certain to be many standing out from a thing
\ become a success.”
d any definite communication from Slymer?”
much, You will hear something to surprise you
a breach of confidence for me to tell you every-
know that Holdfast wrote to a number of influen-
 he first tried to float his scheme, but got little
One noble Supreme Court judge, to whom
tfully that he could not have anything to do with
8 how it conld be successful as it didn’t award
rs,and if a man wanted to getany good out of it
s another brilliant genius, with an P AL T
w't sncceed unless the whole capital were sub-
ealthy philanthropists and bestowed on the
: then another gentleman, & clergyman,
to England that he hadn't time to consider
sroved of it if it was a good thing ; several
straing.  Dut there was one reply, how-
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. Harry treasured above all the others, and it came from » clergy-

0 was well known as a hard worker in many philanthropic

“As you might like to hear it, I will read it to you from the
e

I havereceived your interesting Prospectus, and beg to thank
- the honor which you do me in asking me to become a promoter
, that I cannot accede to your request. The calls on my time and
bb-ut as many as I can answer, and an important scheme such a5
yon are launching, should have, at its initiation, men who have the
the ability to go into it thoroughly and watch over it day and night,

ng you every success in your effort to pioneer us out of chaos,

G Yours faithfully,
dary ¥ Charles Qalkes,

j the only favorable reply that Harry received out of a community

mﬂed it wa.nbed.to_ assist in getting out of the existing injustices,

But fortunately he wasn't disheartened, with the good result that we are
here to-night as witnesses of the first success of his determined
-endeavors.” ‘

_* Thope we will help him to achieve that success.
die at once as go back to Melbourne.” -

i ?éi:iont tallc about going back already,” said another, we are hardly

The party were now pretty well enveloped in the clouds of tobacco smoke,

-mmnenneﬂ to wander into dream-land, having little to say after this,
It is mnfthg peculiar pr'wdegas of this habit to dull & man's mental
3 4 Mo smoker will often sit for honrs in a state of silence that
a@;@mker h:émﬂs]:‘; mad with impatient mental agony. Tt
1 ieir pipes exhausted their supply of tobacco that Martin

others lay down to sleep. py l

We might as well

b G
Early the next morning, some of the Pioneers went dow
arly the nex 5 50N ent down to
f;,?éhe, while others took down the lines they had brought ﬂ\;lr?tll?liﬁgg
d tried to cafch some fish for their breakfast.  In this they were not
WM . The Lake Boga is an overflow from 1 he Murray, and the
ha ir labors well rewarded by capturing some aplendid Murray
few bream.‘and cat-fish and sevgmf ther fresh water fishes
took l_:ox_ne with them and shared the "*ﬁhngst the other
o desired them, After breakfast, the whole party turned to
They had managed to erect all the tents the day
had yet to erect the houses permanent dwell-
would be coming up in

8, and there was
ides that, the wintry v i
isten on with their w just upon them,

1ains might seriously

. the society ha & good selection in the

THE MELBOURNE RIOTS. b7

eera they had sent up, they being well adapted i
yrk.  Although they had been seicted by I{Jguotfofimt,h:]l{
he soeiaty who had chosen to submit their names for the pur-
d adyice of the directors for only practical men to apply at
' 50 well respected that the names submitted were those of
ly every case thoroughly fitted for the task. They were not
bout building the houses after completing all the necessary
. These coftages were constructed of Egyptian bricks, made
clay ; the roofs were of corrugated iron which they had
them in the train along with the windows, the doors, and the
hese habitations were excellent ones for the settlers to live in
reely anything for construction.  1f properly constructed they
for twenty years and then be as good as ever. And yet their
n hard cash was no more than ‘it" would cost. to rent a small
e city for only six months ; for the 'material of each only cost
punds ; and as they had nearly all their time to devote to
ey could give all the necessary labor'to their construction
king any sacrifice.
members of the party devoted their time to sundry other
uch as apportioning parts of the ground for different indus-
the ground and preparing it for the garden seed they had
aring the victuals, doing a little fencing here and there,
sel, and many other little jobs that came to their hand.
the men proceeded with their work with a will that did
d they soon had the pleasure of secing the results of their
sd appearance of the place. The ground already began to
ful than when they had first seen it ; and the cottages were
g completion, It was well they had hastened on with
they had not been at it more than a week before the
to get showery and frequently hindered their work, and
of the month it became very stormy, and it was with
at the work was carried on. However by the beginning
finished forty of these humble structures, and were ready
families into their new made homes.
h after their arrival at the Lake Boga railway station
again at the same spot, not waiting this time to pene-
nd butto welcome visitors to that now familiar land.
on long before the needful hour—anxious people gene-
early in their efforts to appease their anxiety—and
: The two hours seemed like ten hours ;
gped into the station one would almost think it
zation they had had for years, so eager were
k3. Then the train stopped, and there was the
ot be described. It is hardly necessary to say
d scraping, stiff introductions, and affected
if he is in an ice-bath. The manners of the
v not been adopted by the more golid human
» ‘men and women are more human and



| iheqwkery and utensils that they conld into the drays.

- oons st of five hundred fowls, and forty hives of bees.

i

 as the distance they had to traverse was not very great.

~ to work to put the different things into them.
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al than the starched and painted consumptive marionettes thyy
sticks up in high places for common people to langh at.
Vhen the women had all got fairly out of the station, they lost y,

' time in assisting to pack their different treasures into the six drays whic,

 had been sent up with them, while the men harnessed the horses, and pys
There wepe
thirty children, all of whom they managed to carefully stow :twﬂ,viﬁ

drays along with a few of the women, most of whont preferred, howy.
v, to walk along in conversation with their male relatives and friends,
: Forty more cows
‘been sent up with them, and they helped to form part of the
ion.
arriving at the houses, all the men who could be spared instantly sot
to ¥ _ They had managed to
bring afew bedsteads and hedding with them from the station, and these
were soon made ready, and the children, who were worn out with fatigue
after so long travelling, were very soon soundly sleeping in them, As
soon as the drays were emptied, they returned to the station to bringup
the remainder of the beds, which were soon got in readiness for the women
who were all sleeping soundly in them before the night was much advanced,
-every separate family occupying one house, while the single women slep:
together in groups of six to each house, and the unmarried men occupiel
ﬁnirﬁmdtm%ﬂ houses and the tents.
ct the men went down to the station and brought up the house-
hold furnitur the forty colonial ovens, a single—furr%w fn)longh, Lwio
;ﬁnmgmg, two scarifiers, a steam plough, and the balance of the live stock
) m The steam
h had been purchased by the society at a cost of £700 to save labor
@ part of the pioneers, a deposit having been paid on it, with the

ﬂa’ﬂsﬁutandm that it became tl}eir’s if the balance with current interest

‘were paid within two years.

were now two hundred men and women, besides the children, on
the land, and already the place commenced to Wear busy aspect.  They
wgeb 1:mt. ln:mge setting to work, The men started sowing sixty acres with
W g another sixty acres they planted with vines, peaches, apricots, fics.
al:eﬂ f':-uit er tfer:m' besides planting various kin 1s of vegetables in between
] ts 80 a8 toutilize the ground while waiting for the fruit to
at maturity ; they also planted twenty acres with tomatoes. The
.nfrbe_nqied to the ho.naehoid_ duties, d cultivating flower
A mqnsh:h%:ottegae. nttendlqg. th\é,? Qﬂﬂfj‘ and the cattle and
afte hﬂt es, the men giving fhem oceasional assistance.
b weather uoqtmuad to he very bo ous and heavy rains
directors gent them up a first-class incubator,
ng 200 eggs, and tw g e
;i 28, _ Ive superior bee-hives ;
' mo) nl'::l provisions, wh v ,'"'“régu tly forwarded to
ould not need to d on the product of their own

ble time tocmn;.uﬂ: n

¥, in their turn, managed
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er of eggs to Melbourne, where the directors disposed of
 their own office, getting a fair price for them and yet selling
ably under current rates, as there were no middlemen to
‘them and the public, and thus incrense the prices to the con-
number of the remaining eggs, beyond what they required for
0 psumption, they reserved for setting or incubation. By the
October the society had a good sum of money still in hand.
_then sent up an excellent cream separator and a large churn
hmlng,w.orked by steam ; they ala(_} sent up a nnmber of pigs
to build twenty more houses similar to the ones they had
structed. . The settlers were now enabled to send their butter to
ell as their usual supply of eggs and the sixty acres of vege-
The society then bought another 520 aeres of Tand, adjoining
allotment, it having been arranged with the vendors on pur-
first allotbment that any time within the next five years they
\ase any part of the adjoining 10,000 acreg at’ the price already
@ first lot, namely £3 per acre.  The men Imuiediately 'set
their tents into the new tract of land, and erecting the
s upon it for the accommodation of the next batch of settlers.
hey were ready, the directors sent up a hundred men and
provided as the others had been ; and they also sent up a
h them, as the grain was now ripe for preparing for marlket.
was now delightful, and the Pioneers worked with a will, some
the harvest, others cutting channels for the irrigation of their
area of which they intended to devote to intense culfure, and
to the area they had reserved for grazing. Then the
ed rate collector called round, demanding the shire rates and
but that didn’t trouble them much. City slaves can't pay
it] eat difficulty ; but to free workers on a fruitful soil it
tter of little concern. The society paid the rates, which
ome nine or ten pounds, out of the capital, and debited it to
, but as that averaged less than a half-penny each for
nobody minded it.
 Year, the directors bought another 320 acres of land
d more persons, for whom cottages had already been
took up the msnal supply of provisions, &ec. By
s had been completed, and the directors sent up a
the irrigation works at a cast of £500. They also
eservoir in one of the main irrigation channels ;
bli bath, as the waters of the lake ere used for
nd could not be polluted. In the meantime
n the various seeds and live stocks had enor-
oung chickens that had first come fo bless the
ere now full grown fowls, and were sent to
ealizing a handsome sum; and the Pioneers
yor they wanted for their own use without the
any more for future batches of settlers. In
“other live stock, the grain, and even the
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e lating their numbers for ¢,
wﬂq; tent on disproving the old cnp:
offspring tended to incrense fasis,
tistaction of the Pioneers, ),

n in reproducing its species, and no

did so.
twelve months since the first 10,
ere was great glee at the settlemen,

: d cost them £500 for
tructure, built partly o
e employed in construct-
a wide passage, on the
phs and some pictures
of water and oil color
ure gallery. The first
h shelves all round the
of the room. There werea
airs,  On the shelves
ly however those of an
rtly lent by the settlers,

sive printing plant
he rs, as well as to
orogress of the society. On
1into a convenient office,
e that the menibers
commodities, when
nce and were able
‘all the financial
, because several
- mo use, but they
me future time in
d the bank was a
- a general store,
& members could
ne or elsewhere
a large double
was the largest
m side to side
t each end and
8 well fitted up
d if necessary Le
g place where the
cuss and arrangt
o desired to hold
ee thought lectures
any members Who
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ings on any subject of interest to the community
ony was a very simple one and soon performed It's
he little settlement, which up to the presen't'had
[ rord which all treasured perhaps above any other—
he hall was named The Hall of Freedom.
gix hundred persons on the sixteen hundred acres of
dred and twenty cottages and animal and vegetable lifa
which had been fully paid for except the steam plongh
lance of their payment was not yet due. Iiven many of
that was good worlk to be accomplished in one year by
ﬂfm’ﬂﬂd together comparatively penniless. But their
yet in store. .

g XVIL

sed over the settlers’ heads. During that time
had enormously increased. Two thousand of them
n the land, of which they had over 4,000 acres,
n two acres to each individual, being more than double
ple of Japan possess, where 34 million people are
ive comfort on 33 million acres ; the directors con-
cres per individual would be ample, as every acre
one held in idleness for speculative purposes. They
es ; their live stock amounted to 500 head of cattle,
ber of saddle horses that some of the selectors
vate account, 30,000 fowls, a quantity of
goats, and other domestic animals, and a large
productivity was already becoming somewhat
g exporting monthly £600 worth of eggs, £350
fable products of all kinds to the extent of over
direotors purchased 640 acres on the banks of the
iles from the former site. This they settled
| done at the Freedom community, The new
quity, was opened with a batch of two hun-
cottages had been built, and who took with
ements, utensils, seed, live stock, and pro-
id the balance of £690 due on the steam
am factory at Freedom, at a cost of £1,000.
capable of making 410tbs. of butter in
| requirements for canning and preserving
ry that supplied power for many industries
abor.
end and develop both of the seftle-
esh land, and sending more members
Pioneers remaining in Melbourne was
fast approaching when that unfortu-
Tt was now thirty-five months' since
F



“supply of 2

retables and fruits, b
n the two settlements,
| £13,000; and 1},

to a modest

8. ith
ﬁ’ﬁﬂ day of the following
ocial Pionee

5,000 mem

rmally freed of their
~wealth individualized.
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Ise, owing to the
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cottages, fa
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eedings were very brief. Most of the Pioneers formed

erative body, appointing several of the original

principal offices in it.  Others formed then _:;Ives

or two and * pooled ” their little possessions into

nd a few chose to “ paddle their own canoe” alone,

ot private life without enduring the worries an ;
ver.

d cares

old Martin, when these matters were all definitely

lkeep my faith with you, and tell you something about
mised our friend Holdfast before these communities
ty fully formed, that when he got the whole five
on the land he would giva them a free grant of

gnificent estate at Healasville”
 received with nproarious applause.

romised to tell you,” continued Martin, * but now I

till toreveal. It is a\{eﬁtor that Sir Felix hag just
of which he has sent a-copy for me to read to you

e of your actions, and I am sorry to say an opponent:
tate to confess it, I now proclaim myself one of
cannot help feeling ashamed of myself when I think
urs ; but I know you are so large-hearted you will
Il try to make amends. When I offered you the
ville, I did not anticipate giving it, because I did
to succeed in carrying ont your enterprize. Since
; and I have now lived as a resident member for over
y village of Freedom, which I would not leave, with
inhabitants, for all the wealth in the world. I
made a changed man of me, and I hasten to con-
manner, I therefore enclose deeds of all my
e colony, transferring them gratuitously to the
, benefit of humanity in accordance with their
ith such admirable results. And I only reserve to
~which I shall erect a comfortable house at
fort for the remainder of my days. I shall give
ng, except my title, which I shall retain to
he grounds of expediency, and sign myself,
Your earnest well wisher,
Sir Felix Slymer,
ding the letter, the whole meeting gave Sir
eers, and after a little pleasant speechifying,
t in person, suitably responded, and the
r homes.

ymer's donation, instantly started to
ies of all kinds on the various allot-
ep fo some of the new settlements,
. people they could induce to join,
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f fruit, grain, nuts, g
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the restrictive
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ut.ages afforded him in abolished rents, decreazed
it from financial embarrasments, and a st.eadj
ents fell wherever the Social Pioneers bought {1p

ere the ad]o!nmg tenants joined the Society and
land alongside, and the vacated dwe{lingsdco\i'lcl

. Empty houses became so common, and so few people

hat the Society got them for a trifli g sum, even in
Rents were getting equalized in city and country,
wards zero.  The increasing reduction of rents
odities 2o increased the purchasin power of the
commenced beautifying their homes and enjoy-
hile hotel-keeper after hotel-keeper had to close
the people were no longer miserable and poverty-
wi their sorrows in beastly intoxicants ; and even
deal of their income now seeking other channels,
petition of the equitably dealing Social Dioneers
olundering system of capitalism ; and all classes
astening to participate in the new movement.

XX,

ended to go to Freedom along -
and settlers, but his health had not permitted
which the carrying ont of his scheme had

years confinement in prison he had contracted
8 now assuming such alarming s
hopes of his recovery.  His affec
eering him with her kind and intellectual
losing all hopes of seeing him restored to

nigh,” said he one day, as he moaned in
ought out each word with difficulty and con-

force, Miss Wilson, and Hypatia, with
betrayed their fears for the sufferer. ]

Hypatia ; *it seems sad that you should be

] gave accomplished your grand worls, and

n eyes the mighty results of your ‘endea-

ou are right. I would not deceive you by

tia., Honest men and women never

ttendance on the poor fellow had told
lie could live many more hours, as he had
rm hold of him that it had got totally
they had telegraphed for a young




e greatest difficulty, o,
y it L die, takes ]y
proletaire of Freedom gy
ind shake hands with L
Clands of their's, T woy)y
1 would like to see t.]n_‘m
piness is more than my wea)
: ators did not affect

I die with the convi

b its end was all happi
‘me, that I forgive them ang
mortals like myself and could
im for his kind donation,
gen rescued from the

what do you want to

‘ ‘he wanted to sp
8 and leaned overh
Jut they heard

a .
Freedom, she

¢ from the con-
Then she asked

3 few moments.
ith ; and the
one of the
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he wz-e»upf)harance waited for. Half-
appear. At last, two of the women went into the
arm had befallen her.  8he was not there; but a
as upon the table beside the inkstand, They took

It was addressed to « Misg Wilson, care of F,
ne,” and ran as follows :—

an-hour elapsed,

e to console with, no one to confide in.
is gone. I find myself in a strange land amongst strange
.any longer. T know they are people and would
the one I want is not amonost ¢ Poor sister,
ou, and recalled the trouhle ¥ d when We
rying to earn a crust of bread, " And haw often I
le trying to earn that crust, and the misery and
ow society maligned you, [ know how, when it had
ened you, it turned rounid and spat upon you and
But, Alice, T think you mo prastitute.| T fhink'you a
every woman were us ngble and independent a3 you,
oW it is that I did not sell my-pl 0. Jaseivious
to do, my poor sister.  Was.it becauss T had ot the
loved Harry too well to let the pangs of hng

Perhaps it was both causes combined. H

hope is no more. The cruel world is bla d
ny poor weak heart ; and I feel the time rome
od-bye. Remember me to your good friend and future
and tell him I once again thank him for his many
Give my love to every Social Pioneer and all who
anity. And tell them my last hopes are with them

And take the last farewell wishes from
Your loving sister in misfortune,
Hypatia,

read the letter, they hastened into the next room,
brolsen-hearted girl lying on the rough couch.
t her to make sure she still lived. But they

You are not here,

s the choicest flowers and leaves the others to
ture takes from us Her choicest flowers and
8. Our brightest hopes leave us just as
ds forsake us just as we learn to love them.
unto us ; and then, when it is too late,

rosperity on their misery. :
ds had sacrificed themselves for humanity.

es to the martyr's cause of Freedom,
imcipated |

18 Russell étrset. Melhourne,




