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Introduction.

The Socialist Labor Party of Australia
resolved (in April, 1925) to publish a New
' Series of Socialist Pamphlets, which would
. commence with the elementary matter and
. gradually proceed to the more complex.

. The series will, among other things, (1)
' place the basic and vital facts relating to the
" Capitalist ownership of the Socially-operated
' 'means of production, transportation, etc., and
. the Capitalist exploitation of wage-labor, in
their true light and relation to each other;
"and (2) set forth the means and measures
' necessary, in all highly-developed Capitalist
'countries, to end Capitalism and inaugurate
. Socialism.
' The Socialist Labor Party of Australia also
" resolved (in September, 1926) to publish,
" from time to time, ‘‘Supplementary Pamphlets”
to the aforementioned “‘S.L.P. New Series.”
_‘ This Pamphlet is one of the "Supple-
mentary Pamphlets.” The names of others
| are to be found at the end of this Pamphlet.
E. E. Judd,
- August 14, 1931. General Secretary.




Preface.

This pamphlet is a brief statement of, among
_other things, the following matters:—

(1) The conflicting Capitalist interests of the
different geographically-placed sections of the
Capitalist Class in their struggle for (a) Sources
of raw materials (such as oil, rubber, etc.); (b)
.~ Markets; and (c) Engineering and other contracts;
~ (2) The Commercial rivalries of England and
America, England and France, France and ltaly,
America and Japan, etc.; and

(3) The inevitability of another war soon (pro-
vided, of course, that the Collapse of Capitalism
does not precede the outbreak of war); and

(4) What that war will be like; and

(5) The wurgent necessity of workers being
prepared.

We have interpreted the present economic posi-
tion of the world, and forecasted the development
thereof, in the light of the most scientific teachings
of the greatest Revolutionary thinkers—such as
Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Wilhelm Liebknecht,
Daniel De Leon, and Nicolai Lenin.

We are indebted to Messrs. Ludwell Denny,
Louis Fischer, Leon Trotzky, Professor Max Sering,
and many others whose works contain valuable
material as to the recent development of Capitalism.

The Authors.

 August 10, 1931,

Why War Is Near.

CONFLICTING CAPITALIST INTERESTS.
“What do we all seek? New . .. [outlets]
for an increasing and ever-increasing com-
merce, and for our industries, which, produc-
ing far more than they can consume or sell,
are constantly hampered by an increasing
competition. And then? Why! new areas
for trade are opened by cannon shots. Even
the Bourse (the Stock Exchange) for reasons
of interest can cause armies to enter into

campaigns.—Marshal Foch, of France, in
the “United Service Magazine,” No. 1081,
page 212, December, 1918.

FOREWORD.
In order to understand the present world
position, and the inevitability of certain
tremendous developments in the near future,
it is necessary to know at least:
(1) The position of the world forces in
1919-1920;
(2) The development of such forces during
the 1920-1930 period; and

(3) The present position of such forces.
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'ctlon speeded along There were no

ction and railway development, which
ided scope for the investment of a great
mount of capital.

i DEFEATED GERMANY.

. Germany had been crushed as a great
Capitalist Power. Her colonies had been
ilched from her, as well as some of her
home territory. This territory contained great
mdustnal areas—the loss of which weakened
jhei‘ ‘economically. Further, she had been
forced to give up her mercantile marine, Her
competition, then, was no Ionger feared by
England.
) THE DECLINE OF ENGLAND. =
 England, however, had been weakened by
the ‘War. She owed a formidable debt to
 America; her prestige had been shaken; her

‘léadmg the other nations as a manufacturing
ower. In some respects America was ahea.d :
f her, and. instead of one formidable manu~ b
urmg compet:tor (l1kc Germany was § it

trade had declined, and she was no longer
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ld-wide use of the internal combustion
e, the motor-car, and the ~aeroplane,
was now supplanting coal in warships
many spheres of production and trans-

AME.RICA’S OIL REQUlREMENTS

g"ardé oil, for many of the richest oil-bearing
lands were within her borders. But these
were being rapidly exhausted, and she was
forced to look overseas for others—only to
fmd England had been "gl:abbing the avail-
‘able oil reserves.” America consumed in-
ternally over 60 per cent. of the world output
of oil, and had built up a great distributing
_ organisation with branches in almost every
country, This organisation, in order to
function, needed a constant supply of oil,
Therefore, without the control of oil, she

A like position existed regarding rubber.
England largely controlled its production, and
merica was the greatest . consumer. i
The depleted state of the world market,

America had been in a unique -posxt_mn as)

was practically at the mercy of England— !
 who was also a world-wide distributor of ol i
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Thls, howeVer, whilst allowmg of

gd at ennchmg the Allied Powers and'
anently forcing tribute from Germany
keeping her down.

MILITARIST F RANCE

same time, France armed and'

inst both Germany and Russia, and in
eral adopted an arrogant attitude in
opean affairs. Her European policy con-
tinuously ran athwart England’s. In ‘addition,
she was not paying her debts, and had
aligned herself with Amenca against England'
over oil, etc.

‘ THE SLUMP IN SHIPPING

. " Germany’s mercantile marine had been
' taken from her, and then the world bega,n_-‘

 to find itself with a plethora of shipping.
 Germany began to build a new mercantile

produced became obsolete and were tied up
to rust. The same occurred in England /

marine embodying all the latest improve- )
ments. The war-time ships of Amenca. mass

i (whose export trade was only about two-
thirds of its pre-war volume), and in nearly
aW;ry other country-—w:th the reaull: that ot
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jina was in a troubled state. Dynastic
uarrels first held up development. Then
the development from a Feudalistic
te_towards a Capitalist state—and the posi-
1 was complicated for the Foreign Powers
‘the intrusion of Bolshevik ideas.

‘However, the coming of Bolshevism in
hina was temporarily averted, and the
pitalist Powers were struggling to control
this vast store-house of raw materials, with
its glgantlc market and enormous labor supply

England, Japan, and [taly were in compeutmn
there with America and France. -

- THE ENGINEERING ENTERPRISES
About 1926, it became apparent that the
‘world was becoming overstocked with goods,
and the scope for Capitalist investment was
becoming ever more limited. For over a
Century, British enterprise had been engaged‘.
_in constructional schemes in many parts of
the world. From the days of Brassey (the
 building contractor for the Hawkesbury, N.S. Ww.,

" Bridge), who first took contracts to build
 railways on the Continent of Europe, this
form of enterprlse had been ' a growing
feature of world development Engllsh con-
.&actora aﬂd Enghsh w’orkmen. mth English- b
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It appeared that these moves were

: e, Present World

- Position.
ENGLAND v. AMERICA.
scan the world at the present time
. conflict between England and
in Mesopotamia (over oil conces-
tradmg rights), in Egypt, in South
in  Central America and Mexico
" in Persia (over oil and trading
n China (where Japan sides with
‘against America), and not only at
sint but often at many points. Their
clash, their mercantile marines clash,
esires for the same sources of raw
‘E_f'cla'sh, and their enterprises clash.
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GROWTH OF UNEMPLOYMENT.
side with the growing antagonisms
he wvarious big Powers, there has
army of unemployed under
. This army is now greater than
me in history. The army of totally
d is estimated to exceed 30 millions,
- additional 20 millions are not
_thee days’ work per week.

BOLSHEVIK RUSSIA.

- rehabilitating of Russia has further
pated the difficulties of the Capitalist
 Russia is sending cheaper goods
world market. The antagonisms
'Russia and the Capitalist Powers
'deepened by Russia’s part in the
glutting of the world market.

italist Business Be-
1iing Unprofitable.
VER-PRODUCTION, ETC.

‘the world market is glutted with
commodities, and, in face of the
‘competition to realise on them, prices
ling. Whether it be dress fabrics or

I.s.hoes or radio sets; building
r diamonds and other precious




Pmdl}wd than

 markets for

aa ‘also accentu-
production has
bber is at a record
. growers on the

that many small
More wheat is

‘mines are
vest price for
ted to be a
.at present

00 Silver

B

WHY WAR IS NEAR. 17
italists of the world are being
into agreements to restrict
ction of wheat, lead, etc., in the
_being able to make profits. The
Md'r?iii’_lg_ Herald,” of July 18, 1931,
that a zinc cartel—which would
all zinc producers outside the
States—had been formed to restrict
uction of zinc to 45 per cent. of
t output in order “to liquidate the
of unsold zinc.”

tion, those enterprises which once
n foreign contracts find it difficult
nds. The firm of Dorman, Long
iich has been building the Sydney
Bridge, is a good example. Despite
it is engaged on such a gigantic
last year (1929) it could pay
to its preference shareholders
bridge for such a firm is mot
‘give it a dividend surplus, it
v Eleven million pounds capital
an  approximate profit of a million
r, and a bridge such as this
ld much more than that profit
hole five years that the firm has
éting it. The firm, in order
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to pay dividends, would always have to
be constructing five such bridges or their
equivalents.

THE COLLAPSE OF CAPITALISM.

What does all this mean? It means that
Capitalist production is ceasing to be profit-
able, and that Capitalism is about to collapse.
Is anyone so foolish as to think that the
leaders of the Capitalist Class are so unlike
~ what they have been in the past, that they
will not try to remedy such a position—even
though their failure is inevitable?

War Is Coming Soon.

The total amount now received by the
working class (in the form of wages, etc.)
is only a fraction of the total amount
produced. So much iron, lead, copper,
rubber, oil, cotton, chemicals, and so on,
are being produced that, to absorb them,
Capitalist development must go on. New
industries must be started. In other words,
production must expand and continue to
expand, or else the unemployed army must
grow, and the profits of the Capitalist Class
must decline even to the point of extinction.
The only thing that could even temporarily
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ﬁpita‘]ism would be the discovery of
gigantic market. A market more
' than can exist in any one single
, and the nearest approach to such
et 'could be created only by another
ar. And why should it not be war?
the Capitalist Class make huge
out of the last? .

Ver, whether the Capitalist Class is
or ‘not, it is being inexorably driven
ar by the very development and
mrlnng out of its own system. The
of Capitalist business brings with
 more intense competition (which
ses a quickening of the develop-
f Capitalism), the introduction of
machinery into industry, and the
g of workers—with the consequent
ng of the markets for which the
ists compete. There follow the ex-
‘of their profits, and the growing
of their workers. War will seem to
apltallsts to be the only means by
y can prolong their rule.

velopment of Capitalism (with the
ever-deepening antagonisms of the
eographically-placed sections of the
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v in order to 'substitute national
‘and racial hatreds for social
* and thus save themselves from
g tide of Revolution™ by allowing
rs to spend their strength in de-
another—instead of using it to
ism. In other words, the rulers
bly favor Capitalist war as a
I.sﬁving themselves from Revolution.
"'T'his consideration was an im-
tor in precipitating, at that par-
ime, the war in 1914, (See “Judd's
h from the Dock,” pages 58-61); and

'-n_\é' probability that Capitalism in the
participating in the war will collapse
the war strain or as a result of it. If,
ance, England, Japan, and [taly fight
and France, the already enfeebled
rance, and Britain will probably col-
under the war strain—especially if the

‘war of attrition and be a prolonged
apan would probably be the next to
.nd America (on account of her
sources, geographical position, etc.)
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learned one single
_lga'qon .. . [the war
Peace?” by D. Lloyd

aid, ‘prostitutes science.
war, Europe will be a
‘ d;-.'Genrg'e, reported in

I's World Message.
W‘mston Churchlll by
Copy-

'WHEN THE WAR ENDED.

a hundred laboratories, in a thousand
als, factories, and bureaus, men pulled
‘_yes up with a jerk, turned from the
in which they had been absorbed.

ir projects were put aside unfinished,
ited; but their knowledge was pre-
. their data, calculations, and dis-
s were hastily bundled together and
ed ‘for future reference’ by the War
of every country.

e« Campaign of 1919 was never fought:
-Ih ‘ideas go marching along. In every
they are being explored, elaborated, re-
yndef the surface of peace, and should
come again to the world, it is not with
> and agencies prepared for 1919
‘it will be fought, but with developments
f-ml of these which will be in-
sarably more formidable and fatal.

t is in these circumstances that we entered

that period of exhaustion which has
 described as peace. It gives us, at any-
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ng class concept (which has long
itiwted by Church and State) was,

war, such workers should be pre-
do so without their knowing the
_ the war or for what they are

in its development that society has
_ etc.) the onus is now on every man
Hventy-one years of age to know before
g in any war—either as a fighter,
an advocate, or in any other way—
s the cause of such war, and for what

&pectad to fight.

essible now (from the Socialist

_of all Capitalist Countries), that

Sbci_alist concept is that (in view of
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tﬁuw_‘é"uf it and for what he js
kag man who is prepared, at the
@ any section of the Capitalist Class or
tatives, to shoot other men in war
knowing the cause of such war, and
%ﬂt he is fighting, is an enemy of the
‘class, and should be treated with
t and shunned as a social leper by
ent people. y

working man that does know the truth

treated accordingly.

scientific opposition to war can pro-
om false principles. We must be
not by clamor, but by under-

' is no sense in blaming secret
‘ for war. Diplomacy must be

id is mischievous as a matter of
lt'- arises out of the Capitalist
lf the purpose of blame be to
f 80 as to eradicate the
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msible. They might be free

jon as slaves.

fhe;—i's, by itself, entirely inade-
\dap from “At Grips With
Guy A. Aldred, pages 84, 85.

Urgent Necessity

¥

Prepared.
sm is speeding swiftly to a “fright-
-war. When it comes the lives of
people will dcpend on the strength

day ‘before the great war started
ine million men little dreamed that
24 hours a war would start that

ons now living little dream that they,
. _.marked for butchery.
! '4 ‘the workers outside the Socialist
nt were caught unprepared, and mil-
-~ them were betrayed and destroyed.
kers can lgnore the lesson of 1914
‘peril. ‘
ow a conscript coun
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killed.— (See “The History
by George Grote, Vol. 7,
n Murray, Ed., London, 1862.)
that’ whether the working class
Capitalism, 'or whether Capitalism
its own weight, or whether a
comes, the Revolutionary Move-
provu!es the means and measures
gnd is the only hope.

_ profit by the lesson of Archais's
tion. Write now for further
fLﬂbor Party of Australia literature.

¥ # *

L2 ® 'Y %
information

'now for literature list,
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phlet contains the most compre-
ement yet published of the means
necessary throughout the English-
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rementioned statement is based on
scientific teachings of the greatest
: thinkers the world has pro-
| is the only scientific Socialist plan

ement, is issued by the Socialist
of Australia—whose indebtedness
w Revolutionary thinkers as Karl
lerick Engels, Wilhelm Liebknecht,
s Leon, and Nicolai Lenin is hereby
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(An S.L.P. Supplementary Pamphlet. )

“The Parsons”
m

(A Story of Imposture).
Edited by E. E. Judd

Priests and Parsons who use religion for bage
purposes are the subject of this book, Some of
the least serious charges are that they have sup
ported war and conscription, that some of them
are shareholders in cannon factories, and that many
of themt made money out of the great war, The
clergy often denounce the Socialist Movement, and
say that it “attacks religion,” etc. The book replies to
such statements, sets forth authoritatively the Socialist
attitude to the great Churches of to-day, and states
very clearly the Socialist view of the Early
Christian Movement,

Besides remarkable extracts from the prohibited
works—'"The Life and Exploits of Jehovah' and
“The Creed of Constantine’ (by Tichenor)—it
contains many striking quotations from such famous
authors as Grant Allen, Gustay Jang, | W
Draper, Ernst Haeckel, Father Hagerty, Ingersoll,
Kirkpatrick, Larfargue, London, Nietzsche, Sinclair
Euzene Sue, Oscar Wilde, Voltaire, ete Anyone
who wishes to understand the attitude of the
Socialist Movement to the clergy and the great
religious institutions should read this work, which
contains 64 pages,

Price 94., posted 10d, Published by the Socialist
Labor Party of Australia. Headquarters: 107
Liverpool Street, Sydney,







