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GEORGES SOREL

The July 4 anti~war demonstration was an enormous success. In a com-
dialectical manner it has created a tremendous number of pacifists.
pple who were previously for violence have publicly expressed their con-
sion to pacifism. Sir Henry Bolte, whose lust for the life of Ronald
was.all consuming, now finds himself horrified by a brokeniwindcw.

A Gorton who enjoys violence on TV just as much as he has been pleased
‘practice it on the Vietnamese, is shocked by a punch--up. John Lynch,
oce fear of suicide in others kept him awake at night, is now revolted

cut-fingeras With thousands of their pre-flcgging, pro-war, pro— °
ing supporters, these Liberal leaders have suddenly been transformed
warmongers into pacifists. Violence has suddenly become the ultimate

What Gorton & Co. object to is not violence. They use it themselves.
‘object to students and workers breaking their monopoly eof violence.

are selective pacifists. They are pacifists in regard to revolution
not in regard to war or counter-revolution. Their moral prattle is
antly mendacious as Petty’s B-52 cartoon so pointedly revealed.

A favourite liarcusian argument is that we are repressed not by viclence
ch as by tolerance. This is not without its truth. The time students
given on television can lead them to believe that they have a part to

in the concensus of society: that of tame wildmen, of zoological
psities. The proposal to give the vote to eighteen year olds is another
1lent example of the ruling class extending democracy in order to main-

iR its power. What we are being offered is Fireedom without power’.

fch is not freedom at.all. . '

' As much as our rulers would like to tie us down with drugs,.lcveless

k and inhuman culture they are still forced to use violence. Even in the
where the informal controls are strongest, the Bull Connors flourishs

e backblocks of capitalism like Australia repressive viclence is an

atic reflex of a ruling class which is so incompetent that it is rapidly
19 replaced by Americans. So while priests and advertising agents have a

to play as carriers of propaganda for apoliticalism (i.eo ccunter=
lution), the policeman remains the frontline and the backstop of capitalist
Lo
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VI. The theoretical foundation of I?Pf95eﬂtatfve %g;:r2$:2251£
found in John Locke's concept of *tacit consent'. s
do not actively prevent the Government acting agilnssznce of vl
tacit consent to the Government's action. lIn the a ript you
refusal to consent the Goverrment has the rlghtrtc gonﬁc tﬁatya t“
policies to which you objecte The corollary o< this 158 ) frzml
tance and opposition is necessary 1 order ?o I@ﬂoveﬂonelz e
of govermment, The very theory of bourcecis %emOCinCY i i Aol
by those who oppose the government. If they do no 'gan 0 acc
dictates, Locke says, they have to violently resist its

ses two questions regarding the

tration rai
L e One - is it valid in a demoe

of violence as a political weapch. One it e
there are other means of changing pclitical opinion. Tyo - was 1%
able at this time and in this way. The first quest}on is strateg;:
in part been answered. The second is tactical and is probably mor

iately contentious.

VIII. The other means of changing political cpinion §re'election;._
everyone has an equal say. But do they? Does the illiterate Guri
tribesman have the same say as Sir Frank Packer? Of course nots
comparison reveals the essential point of electionse They are ?er
final step in a complex process of opinion formation and expressicm
class that controls the means of communicaticn, the means of educati
that dominates the entire culture with its acquisitiveness is in'a
stronger position than those who are asserting principles of selfl
The advantage of the Liberal Party at election time comes not from Sth
number of editorials that support it, not from the excess of funds th
_into its coffers, but from the very guality of life in capitalist si
where no one can escape from the influence of bourgeois culture.

IX. A lct of people have declared themselves in favour of the wvic
July 4. . Such abstract apprcval is anarchistic and devoid of sens
validity of any act depends not upon the act itself but upon its ef:
The:msans can only be justified if the ends are achieved. If violeng
intended to end oppression but instead produces fascism then the wi
wrongs = Success 1s the only criterion. The question of success @l
has nct yet arisen. It is too scon. There has been no follow-up

it is too early to decide for or against this particular piece of %

Xa The validity cf this viclence will depend upon the consequens
runs into a dead-end organizationally and theoretically then it wil
been bad, If it is the starting point of a new level of mass stru
it will have been justified. Therefore it is not possible to be £
against it at.this time, in a tactical sense. :

XI. ?he strategic arguments for violence as outlined above do not
assassinating every state official down to the man who reads the ga
Every act has to be justified in itself and not. from abstract princi
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although its complete justification cannot be achieved without recourse to
such principles.

Xile The least satisfactory justification of viclence is that it makes
the participants more militant. THIS SIMPLY IS NOT TRUE. The conseguence

of a broken collar-bone is discretion. If it were otherwise murder by the
police would be the greatest force for radicalisation. It is true that when
pacific demonstrations are attacked by police then tke response is a heighten-
ing of political consclousness. But to expect that when the demcnstrations
are violent that this raises anycne’s level is nonsensee It treats the masses
with contempt, as something to be foolad and manipulated. A blind man cam’
distinguish between police brutolity and revoluticnary violence. And it is
the desire of revolutionaries th:at he should be able to so distinguish. .

XIII If the physical act of vinlence dces not raise the theoretical
level, what does. The answer is a ¢combination of theory and practice. It
is true that endless discussion will never lead to action. But it is also

| true that action alone will never generate mere than cpontaneity.  Conscious-

" ness can only come from +the developmsnt of a theoouy from the practice previously

~ undertaken. A spontaneous awareness of the state has automatically followed

" from the July 4 demonstration. What can only como from a previously articulated ?
I theoretical position is a theorcticel understanding of why the state acts the

S way it does and why it must alvays do -so. The faci of violencs has made the

. theory of ‘vioclence an issues + will remain inchcaie unless a full theoretical
S'explanation is provided.  These notes can be no nmore than a starting point. !

I The classic writings of Marx, & 1s, Lenin. £talin and Y30 on the nature of

f.the state must be included in auy worthwhile analysis. 3 i .

i

IV, . Another dangerous a priori justification of the July -4 action is
that because we were attacked foo it by our enemics it must therefore be a

~ good thing. This is no justificationj rather it is the avoidance of a

b Sustification. To be praised by our enemies is always a sure sign of error

f on our part, but the reverse does rnot follcw automatically. To be attacked:
L by an enemy is only .a’goed thing if we are victoriouss. Two examples may -

" illustrate this. If a detachment of ULF troops are attdcked by the Yanks :
§ and are wiped out by them this is no% a coecd'thing.  If &n article against
the war in Vietnam is full of facti: | erroxzs which are attacked and exposed
this is not a good thing.  Something can be bad for the enemy end bad for us
at the same time, though in different w2ys. The parrotlike‘repetition of

I formulas will not make our tasks eny easiers | There isg often teo much "universal
} Marxist-Leninist truth" for thes scant emount of Iconcrete Australia reality"
offered.- : ¥

. XV, Consequences have already flowed from the July 4 acticn. One-

| is a revolution in the counter-revelution, namsly the chargas under the Riot
$Act. This is a real indication that the state recognises the nature of the

| challenge being made, and is acting quickly to suppress it at birth. Initially
they have some advantages. They have & well organised police force. We have
no Defence Corps. They have the machinery of 'Justice'. We have our contempt
; for bourgeois law. This means that we must act quickly to take necessary
preventative measures. We must adopt proper revelutionary procedures in
regard to meetings, decisions and the use of nom-de-plumes.  This must not
become conspiratorial or thgatrical. But the State is threatening us with
jail. We must take its threats seriously and protect oursclves. Moreover,
we must realise that the kind of action undertaken on July 4 will not succeed
again. At the first sign of znything more than righteous indignation the full
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force of the law will be brought down - on heads. A series of technolegical
innovations will have to be made in the practice of demonstrations.

XVI Because of the over reaction of the state we should not over-
estimate the nature of the July 4 action. It was violent but it was not

aimed at undermining state power. It was not sabotage. It was not a
political strikes The rantings of Rylah should not blind us to the gap -

that separates the July 4 demonstration, which was typical of demonstrations
elsewhere in the world, from a real challenge to the state as presented by a
political strike. Ve are just catching up in one area, that of demonstrations.
We have a very very long way to go. It is one o'clock, not five-minutes-
to-midnight.

XVII While taking account of these new repressive manifestations in

nrder to overcome them, we must recognise that the means of victory, both
tactical and strategic, are at hand. We can only progress to the next stage
politically in working alliance with the working-class. We can only defeat

the recent manouevres of the state in working alliance with the working-class.
Up to now our contact has been artificial. Now workers and students face the
courts on a joint issues The campaign against the riot charges can lead to

a real bond between workers and students. If this bond is established and
continues to develop, the question '"Was the July 4 action correct?" can be
answered in the affirmative since its consequences will have proved it to be so.

XVIIiI, The action of Tiechmann is only to be expected. He was after all
only giving a repeat performance of Tom Uren's activity during the Sydney anti-Ky
demonstration. When six thousand were marching on Kirribilli House, Uren

used a police transhailer to tell the people to go home. About 5000 did so.
Tiechmann used a police transhailer in a vain attempt to organise a March on

the Presbyterian Assembly Hall: a handful followed. "If all the minor
personages in history appear twice, the first is as tragedy, the second is as
farces" J Woreover, Tiechmann's attitude at the demonstration is in line with

[his stated attitude towards US imperialism. In the March-April issue of

PACIFIC he writes that he is one of those who want to put America on the right
track before she loses her influence. Is this influence the 7th Fleet? The
United Fruit Company? Or simply the Readers Digest? His whole theory of
armed neutrality is based on the premise that Australia has an enemy in Asia.
This re-enforces the fear of Asia that is the foundation stone of Liberal vic-
tories. So attractive is this theory that Santamaria has adopted it -~

_giving it nuclear teeth.

X The maxim is "Bourgeois democracy is a fraud". NOT "Democracy is
a bourgeois fraud". The first is Marx, the second is Hitler. :

o




Petrograd to Saigon

By GCORAN THERBORN

Reprinted from NEW LEFT REVIEW No.48
March-April, 1968.

The staggering blows that the Naticnal Liberation Front has now dealt
2 American military expeditién in Vietnam have changed history. When some
f a million American troops with enormous technclogical superiority are no

er capable of keeping even the US Embassy in Saigon safe, the most rabid
skesmen of imperialism have temporarily lapsed into a stunned silence. The
edible heroism of the Vietnamese militants has awed the world. They have
ed, once and for all, that revolutionary peoples, not imperialism, are
gincible. Socialists everywhere owe them an immense homage.

It is now a truism that Vietnam dominates the whole international
[itical situation, and that solidarity with the Vietnamese Revolution is

jay the duty that solidarity with the October Revolutiocn was in 1917. Every
xist knows this instinctively. What we now need is some initial theor-

al analysis of the significance of the Vietnamese War for the world socialist
nent. Le Duan,Secretary-General of the North Vietnamese Communist Party,
recently reminded us, in an important article commemcrating the 50th anniv-
sary of the October Revolution, that : "The Vietnamess Revolution is part of
world IEVOlutlfn and its success cannot be dissociated from that of the

pld revolution” What is the exact nature of the relationship between
two? This brief contribution is intended only as a first step to the
idation of the problem.

A social conflict is not just a clash of two or more forces on a flat
It has a complex, multi-dimensional structure, which determines its
ects and limits. Some exponents of bourgeois political science have

tly advanced the concept »f the international political system, but they
mnstly confined themselves to such formalistic categories as bipolarity,
tipolarity, antagonism, complementarity, or co-operation. Marxist analysis
turally replaces this emptylabyrinth with a concrete h:stnrlcal theory,

tred on the dialectical concept of contradiction.

’ Le Duan, 'Forward under the Magnificent Red Banner of the October Revoluticnd
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coclal mode. Russia was menifestly authoritarian and violent,
Western capitalist societies had in most cases a lohg bourge?i
tradition. But politically, vieolence and bureaucracy was pitied
historical mediations, against the hland parliamentarianism _cf
2 world where socialism was an encircled enclave within the world
economy. This was the meaning and genesis of the Cold Wars
form taken by the contradiction between socialism and capitalism
mined an internal neutralization of the contradictions within cap
The working-class was by and large mobilized in the anti-Communis
because of its fear of the Soviet model, symbolized by a regime o
and repression. Both economic and political "competition" betwe
was, under these circumstances, to the advantage of the West. Nei:
the form they took, threatened bourgeois rationality.. While the
a vastly poorer society, was shattered by the German invasion,, the
already much the wealthiest society in the world - emerged not meze
but actually economically assisted by the war. It was thus able
profusion of dollars into Western Europe (while the USSR was. S.eci,i
ations from Eastern Europe), and get it on the path of a successf
restoration and reconstruction, greatly strengthened by the arma
the fifties. Saturated with Cold War ideology, the working-class’
was by and large enlisted in the cause of the Truman Doctrine an
defenders of both freedom (parliament) and prosperity '(f.reé ent
the evils of international communism, The Commupists in Italy
1and.and elsewhere retrenched themselves in isclated enclaves .
the international situation to change. The non-Communist Lé;i’.
or compremised. - The Cold War, fought out as a competitive conf
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2, THE STRUCTURE OF THE WAR OF NATIONAL LIBERATTCN: VIETNAM

The contemporary conflict between imperialism and national libera-
tion, of which the war in Vietnam is the principal aspect today, is totally
different in structure. It is a conflict between unequal forces presented
and lived as unequal. There is no question of any comparison between the
desperately deprived and rebellious workers and peasants of Asia, Africa
and Latin America and the wealthy capitalist societies of the West which -
sends its praetorians to cbliterate them. The very essence of the struggle-
between them is their incommensurability. This, indeed, is the meaning of
the military form of the conflict. The Cold War was a struggle on the same
plane between two forces at different levels. . The protracted war of a
guerrilla amy acainst an imperialist military expedition is the armed express-
jon of a conflict where the inequality of the parties is matched by a, struggle
on disparate planes - each party fighting on differcnt terrain. All of
Mao's writings on guerrilla warfare are concerned with this fundamental strat-
egic asymmetry. The rule is, of course, that nomally there is only a one- -
way connection between the two planes. Successfully fought and led, the
guerrilla ammy can ercde and eventually disintegrate the social, political
and military position of its cumbers.—z conventional enemy, while the latter,
unavailingly unleashes its technological fury on the population - before being
decisively defeated.

. But this strategic asymmetry reflects a deeper historical relation-
ship. The struggle in Vietrom today and Cuba yesterday is for liberation
from imperialist exploitation and oppressicn. Given the global structure of
capitalism, this means not merely secassion from, but a frpntal attack om,
capitalism as a system and the bourgeois rationality that integrates it. Two
social models are now in a quite new relationship with each other. Socialist
liberation in Vietnam does not ‘compete! with US capitalism, it focuses a
diamond light on the internal structure of the rich capitalist societies which
compels their negation of the freedom and development of other societies. Thus
whereas the 'competitive® contradiction between socialism and capitalism during
the Cold War blocked the contradictions within capitalism, the Vietnamese
conflict has detonated the contradictions within US capitalism itself, For
there is now no guestion of comparing a scarcity political model with the
affluent societies of the West -~ the ideologicaIQdevice which successfully
mystified a generation of the Western proletariat. tn the contrary, the
ideologies of imperialism and racism with which the USA is fighting the war in
Vietnam have recoiled on it. The war in Asia has triggered a war in the

ghettoes. For the young in the West, the examples of dedication and heroism
ane nhow drawn from the movements of liberetion in Asia, Africa and Latin X
America. :

Socialism here is no longer a dull, harsh austerity threatening the
consumers of the West, but a heroic fight by exploited and starving peoples
for a human existence, denied them by imperialism and its lackeys. It is no
longer an alien social model, but an immediate ideological inspiration - a
source of emulation. The Vietnamese Revolution has thus done what no other .
ecoriomic or political force in the world has achieved for 30 years - it has.

* Tt might be added that the abandonment of the comparison of socialist accumu-
lation with capitalist affluence has been accompanied, in China, Cuba and North-
Vietnam, with a new theoretical and political insistence on economic egalit- 3
arianism (criticised in the USSR during the thirties), The Cultural Revelution.
the 'simultaneous construction of socialism and communism® in Cuba, and the war-
time practice of the DRV share this preoccupation,
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the vortex of the Vietnamese Var. The tranquil conscience of 1?49 h:;h_
become the brutalized demoralization of 1968, _Th_e mass defection 1: hi
to conventionally anti-Communist American intelligentsia from tl:;e Jol nson
administration and its war is the most evident sign today of this extra-..'
ordinary transformation. ]

3 THE NATURE OF THE AGGRESSOR:  USA ; A T
A The nature of the twn parties to the conflict must now be considereds

The Spanish War of 1936-39 is often invoked by militants in 'f.he'West, when
they prosecute the campaign against the Vietnamese War. This is an argument
designed to appeal to liberal opponents of the war, en route to radicaliza
There is every justification for this, of course, if the focus Of. ti:ne argum
is the precedent of Guernica - mass bombing of civilians as a deliberate i
instrument of terror, The US atrocities in Vietnam may obviously be compa
to ‘those of fascism. Jean-Paul Sartre has provided an _explanation qf‘the
nature of the genocide they institute. But the argument is in other respec
misleading. In particular, it implies that the USA in Vietnam today onky
plays the role of Germany or Italy. This is manifestly not so.  Franco hi
a considerable social base in Spain, and was not a mere creature of Hitler
Musselini. He was the leader of a broad counter-revolutionary coalition:
although he was aided by thems Thieu and Ky, of course, are puppets with
cocial basis whatever: the Americans are the sole reason for their existen
The war in Vietnam today is not a civil war, it is an imperialist wars
Americans against Vietnamese. The ARVEN troops are mere looters in the in
ludes. i

: It is thus incorrect in a number of important ways to speak of
role in Vietnam as fascist. Polemical insistence here is actually cg
productive: if anything, it minimises the implications of the US aggres
For fascism was an abnormal form of capitalist society. It was the
of the crisis-threatened German and Italian bourgeoisies to economic cha
political disorder. These were second-echelon capitalist countries, in
last 'analysis, and fascist ideology even conceived them as the "proleta
nations of Europe in their day. The irrationality of fascism followed
its genesiss It is thus important to emphasize that thes United States
not a fascist country, like Germany or Italy. Ner is it a declining
power like France, when it waged its ruthless war against the Alger'zan'
utien in the fifties, It is the richest capitalist society in hist
leader of “the "Free World" and a functioning democracy. Yet in Vie
committing many of ‘the same crimes as fascism. Why? Béca‘l.ise"-'ﬂla
inner logic of imperialism as a social systems . The very bourg;ﬁs;'
that adorried capitalism during the Cold War today stands indicted with
The Vietnamese War is not the exceptional product of an exceptional




it is the natural product of the normal regime of the centre of the world
capitalist system, The truth of US society has been blown' open bv‘thé-
Vietnamese martarsathat circle 53igon. It is there for''all to see, abave
all the Americans. 4, THE NATURE OF THE RESISTANCE: NLF & DRV
[ The crimes committed in Vietnam today are not i z1 Germ:
=\ | a colonial France. They are committed by the "Iand of the Free", the world'
K ) \f premier bourgecis democracy. They thus lead, without any confusion or side:
._ /| issue, straight to the political core of the system that perpetrates theetth %
capitalism. (The Vietnamese War has produced a parallel unprecedented focuss
ing of the essential conflicts on the other side, The Cold War did not pass
unitermuptedly into the Vietnamese conflict, of course. There was a consider=
able.intermediary phase, during which détente developed in Eurcpes SR
Destalinization and polycentrism greatly modified the Communist world. Abroad,
"reutralism" had become the official doctrine of many ex~colonial countries
within the capitalist system, while sentimentalism about under-development
__Qi}qg_;eplaced_aggressive_leg_War liberalism. SQEE_tEE'Wes , some important
internal anomalies began to be rediscovered by the Left. The myths of social
equality and the abolition of poverty were exploded; structural unemployment
and urban neglect re-emerged as major political issues. In this context,
identification with the 'cause of the oppressed peoples of the three continents’
became increasingly frequent among the young on the Left ~ but often still in
the form of a well-meaning anti-colonialism dissociated from any understanding
of the concrete dynamics. of class struggle, in the age of imperialisms An_ [
important example of this new phenomenon was the anti-nuclear movement (CND).'
in Britain. We krow that CND never theoretically and strategically assumed i
the challgnge it constituted to the "whole contemporary teleology of British
Society". It rebelled against the ideological positions of both East and
West, but it never developed any other articulated theory ideology at all.
Tt was quite natural that the anti-nuclear and neutralist movements should new:
have done so, because such a theory would have undermined the whole ideologica
rationale of the movéments, showing the inevitability of the Cold War, given |
the irreconcilability of capitalism and socialism and the current structure °
of that conflict. But in the absence of such a theory, the movements scon -{
gollapsed, leaving a very modest inheritance indeéd.  The Cuban Revolution, !
| with its decisive option for Marxism and Leninism, had already rendered fhis |
~ tendency obsolete. ;
e —— e A - e —:-t‘

e Today, the Vietnamese Revelution has radically changed the co-ordinates
| of the situation. For just as it is the world's major bourgeois democracy whiqk
" is waging an imperialist war in Vietnam, so the Vietnamese Revolution is org-— |
anized and led - superbly: - by communist revolutionaries. = The Vietnamese
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Discussing possible exits from the Vietnamese War, Mary McCarthy writes sarcast--
ically of the electoral solution : "In national election years, you are free to.
choose between Johnson and Goldwater or Johnson and Romney or Reagan, which.is.
the same as choosing between a:Chevrolet and a Ford - there is a marginal differ-
ence in styling. Just as in American hotel rooms you can decide whether or not
to turn on the air conditioner (that is your business), but you cannot open the. .
window.™ (Vietnam) The importance of such statements = they have become a general
cry in the last year - is not the novelty of the thought but the evolution of the
siithors = Before the Vietnamese War, Mary McCarthy was a.preminent representative
“of the conventionally anti~Communist intelligentsia, To-day) She writes . . .
publicly that the Communist Societies have more promising futures than the -
“United States. - i : L e
4 Perry Anderson. "The Left in the Fifties", New Left Review 29,
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b CTIC:  FROM PETROGRAD TO SAIGON

e

|nwveiotien = not inspired by any cloudy 'Third World' dDCtiéne?% bgz-:ﬁethe

ideas of Marx and Lenin. There is thus no room_f0§_anyaamszg::ryor 1aterll
\ iti AmeTican War in Vietnam L

central issue., Opposition to the Ame | Ttion led by Mituls nue

logically implies support for a socialist revo - il
sugpurteg ;ipa Commuﬁ?st State. Increasingly, even one-time Cold Warri1?era
in the USA have admitted this logic and publicly affirmed their suppo or
the NLF, The political lesson, of course, is that only such a MBIXiStr
Leninist ideology and organization today can prevail over the juggernaut of
erican imperialism: resistance movements all over the world will remembe
this from now on.  But within the West, the lesson is no less salutary. The
most sacred beliefs of the Cold War are being widely rejected by the young.
The anti-nuclear movement was an opposition against a conflictual relations
between the capitalist and socialist Big Powers, stressing what united them, :
the threat of nuclear annihilation. The Vietnam movement, on the ?ther hapqt‘
is based on opposition against an imperialist war waged by t@e leading capit-
alist state against a socialist country and a movement sustained by_Communis'
It necessarily produces solidarity with the latters The rupture with bour-f],
geois society is much sharper and deeper than with the anti-nuclear Tovement;

no lenger just drop-out but active support of the enemy. It is an index of
the changed situation that the Vietnam movement has to fight, not so much ;
systematic ideologies (as did the anti-nuclear movement), as anti-scientific
and ad hoc "explanations! of the war in terms of the ignorance, errors and :
misjudgments of the Johnson administration. Against this, there is no reason
why a theory of imperialism and a theory of advanced capitalism should not
at last emerge on the Left. It is evident that it can only come from within
Marxism. The dialectic of the war has transferred the ideology of the guerr—
illas into the culture of the metropolis, :

k.

- e International contradiction between sccialism and capitalism has
thus been radically redefined by the Vietnamese Revolution, After a long and|
if;iEjfEELQJEEnn:4‘iEJEE_EEED_EEEEEEEQ_EE,E_direct and unequivocal confront=|
ation This is the decisive meaning of this unequal war. Its reverberation
have already shaken the worlds A generation is now being formed in the home-
lands of imperialism which has experienced the truth of their own 'democracti
and 'affluent' societies. It is no accident that all over the advanced capi
world - in the USA, Japan, Gemmany, Sweden, France, Italy and England =~ th
new social force which has been the vanguard of the struggle against America
imperialism is the student, high-school and youth population. For it is p
ly their age which divides them from the myths of the by-gone era of the Col
They no longer constitute a selected elite with a secura future status in the
ruling class, but a young generation massed together in crowded and bureaucs
institutions adapted to the needs of private industry, and the politico-mi
apparatus.  For traditional cultural Teasons, they are the social group th
most influenced by international issues, and they have been most affected
de-Westernization of their conception of the world, TIn all capitalist
_Ehgir numbers have grown enormously in the last decade. et apart from
est?IIEhed society, in conflict with bourgeois morality and bureaucratic
routln?s, deriving ~ and rapidly departing - from the spirit and methods c
v.uring liberalism (the anti-nuclear campaign, the campaign against apart!é i
in the U?A, the Civil Rights movement) the students have constituted the v
pf Fhe Vletn?m movement, In doing so, they have opened a new phase in
ational socialist solidarity., For many decades, this essential duty
ElYef_az an uncond?tional support for the 'worken; fatherland' - a cny‘
ioffa'{s =§tz:§’ wh1c¥ ?ona?de? Fhe loyalty, and often the actiops,
. d ec of this form of solidar a

0

-y

g



— Ty

indlsputabl\\ During Stalin's life, the relationship of socialist state
t6 socialist opposition (abroad) was paramount - one of complete loyalty
of the latter to the former. During Khruschev's tenure in office, the
stress of peaceful coexistence was a state relationship between socialist
and capitalist powers = one of economic competition and diplomatic neget-
jation. Today, however, the Vietnameseshave not imposed or requested any
determinate form of solidarity whatever. They have welcomed the solid-
arity movements, but have not organized or guided thems« The Vietnam movems -
in the West have often spontaneously developed from below, without any a
priori directions. In the process, they have - especially in the USA,
Japan and Germany, the 'vanguard' countries - discovered the violence and
coercion of Western societies behind the veils of consumer affluence and
parliamentary institutions. Imperialism is not a peripheral phenomenon:z

it is inseparable from contemporary capitalism. il igtnamese War has @;)
[ sent @ seaxchlight fo the core of the fim e result has been a simul=
{ , taneous multiplication and radicalization of the resistance ti e

“cause of Republican Spain and the Popular Fromts tallied even liberals to
| anti-fascismgj but it did not often make socialists of them. The Viet=
| namese have welcomed any form of opposition to the American aggression, neo
{ matter what its political character. .But the course of the war itself,
l the example of the Vietnamese struggle, has shifted the whole axis of the
. Vietnam movements in the West towards revolutionary socialism, among its
ain driving force - students and young people. /| There has been no com=
patibility between this and the broadening of opposition to the war, as the
great US mobilizations in Washington and New York have shown. On the con=
trary, the one has had a crucial impact on the other, by radicalizing a
whole spectrum of intermediate oplnlcn._fiThe fundamental job of mobilizing
the working-class of the USA, England, Germany and other countries - only___ki}i)
marginally affected outside Japan - has, of course, yet to be done.| It is
—the strategic priority of the Vietnam movement.  But the longer
the war goes on, the more difficult it will be for anachronistic Cold War
anti-communism to mystify the Western working-class. Already, large
sectors of the negro population of the USA have thrown off this degrading
mpiate. The future is now once again open, as the whole moral and ideo=
logical bases of Western imperialist society are increasingly widely
questioned. The deepest fear of American capitalism is not of the Vietn-
amese peasants, but of the drugged and gagged American population. Its
merale has never been lower than today, for the war is raging on its own
territory,

The crisis of the world-wide capitalist system, which first matured
in backward and peripheral Russia, is now penetrating the United States.
The Vietnamese War will probably become its first serious, direct military
and political defeat. This will mean peace and independence to the Viet-
namese, at least. But the general political crisis of a starving world
fett ered by capitalist relations of production will not disappear. The
internal contradictions and conflicts of the rich capitalist countries will
doubtless be aggravated. Other revolutions will follow The end of the
Vietnamese War will not be the end of imperialism, but it may herald the
beginning of the end. For something unprecedented has happened. The
socialist revolution in a poor Asian country has liberated the dialectic in
its oppressor. Internatiocnalism has passed into the factss

3 These very incomplete reflections do not dlscuss, of course, the impact of the
Vietnamese Revolution within the Communist world. Reasens of space dictated
emission of this important subject, but all socialists should read Le Duan's
repnrt, referred to earlier. Russian and Chinese aid, of course, is vital to beth
NLF and DRV,



Universities and Student Rebels

by Albert ‘anger

1._ _ _UNIVERSITIE

The role of Universities under captialism is to train cadres forthe

"
bourgeoise. dJust as socialist Universities bre to ”serve.theup§0ple_;_ :
capitalist Universities are to serve capifalism. Austra}lgn nlverslhles .
produce the doctors, lawyers, engineers, writers and anlnlstra&ors %) ?tgye

regiired to keep capitalism running. They are certainly nﬁt communitie
of scholars" and they never have been or will be. They are dégrgg factors
and they aim to graduate gualified managers for Australian capitalism.

As:ﬂﬁstralian capitalism is being taken over by the Sbnbnger,lmorg.
concentrated capitalism of the United Sates our educatiop; sygtem is being
gradually brought under increasing U.S. hegemony so that_lt will form a y:
integrated component of American rule. American foundations p;ov;de sc@q}
ships for "promising" students. Through these they hope to recruit their
"friends" in Australia. American foundaticns give substantial grants® to
Australian-Universities. As a result they exert pressure on educational
policy and already direct representatives of U.S. companies in Australia
being incorporated in the governing bodies of our Universities. The proc
of AmeTican take-over in fustralia is following similar lines to thatin
countries where the United States has provided "aid" and "assistance".
from the cultural pressure exerted through the spread of American textbo
Yexchange" of "scholars" and so on, direct pressure is causing the.govern
to reorganize education along more "americanized" lines. But Hmerica doe
not want an initiating colony and so a definite trend is developing tb cu
on education expenditure and to concentrate on technical colleges at the

of universities. This also allows greater control over students and @
lessens the risk of radical thought developing. : 4 s

At 'the same tinc as harsher gquotas are being imposed for entrancey
general level of fees is being pused upwards and the availability of s
ips is diminishing. Tuition fees comprisé only a small proportion of .
the cost of University education and they could be totally abolished by
additional Government subsidy of only $10 million a yean. However the:
play an important role in determining the class composition of the stu
body. They help ensure that the bulk of students arrive with the same
outlook as the University itself - bourgeois.



Capitalism is a system of crisis and contbadiction These
crises and contradictions are reflected in all capitalist institutions
including the Universities. There is an inherent contradietion in
training cadres for a decadent system whose rottenness is becoming

more and more apparent to the potential capitalist cadres themselves.

On the one hand university graduates are supposed to be cadres.
This implies a certain amount of independent thinking, initiative and
creativeness. On the other hand they must be cadres for the bourgoisie
and no other class. This requires servility, conformism and the ability
to ignore the glaring contradictions of bourgeois society. These ob-
jectives are difficult to reconcile. Pelow University level the problem
is not so serious. Schools do not have to produce cadres. they have
to produce wage slaves. The whole education system is geared towards
giving children the minimum knowledge to live and work in industrialized
capitalist society. xor the rest, every effort is made to destroy
students' initiative,—to discipline them, to rcb them of their self-
confidence, and make them accept the system of exploitation and rule.by
the boss. ©Some teachers try to raise the students consciousness but in

isddation they cannot seriously damage the system.

At University however the whole process, must, to a certain extent,
be reversed. Without a degree of "academic freedom" it is impossible
to train useful cadres for the bourgeoisie. This freedom is a chink in
the capitalist armour, an opportunity to spread socialist ideas, %o
challenge the system, to encourage rebellion. Naturally every attempt
is made to restrict this "freedom'". Apart from disciplinary measures
great attention is devoted to reminding students that their sole job is
to study and graduate. Courses are crammed with superfluous material
that has to be regurgitated at annual examinations. Students are told
that if they do mot dutifully learn this stuff and pass their exams they
will not succeed, they will not get their degrees, they will nct gain
"secure positions" in society. Conformism is the best path to a meal
ticket. 3

But the rain weapon is to separate theory from pmactice. Capit-
alist theories of "liberal democracy", "equal opportunity" and so on

differ too sharply from capitalist practive of exploitation and ']
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and oppression. Students must be discouraged from "following the

argument to its logical conclusion" - the logical conelusion is
revplution It is not enough to say that the world has no problems.
Whaet is necessary is to say that the Upiversity stands outside tEe 2
world, to disguise its class nature and pretend that ideas have nothing
to do with action. At worst, a little reformism, pecifigsm etc may be
allowed cr encouraged but at all costs any move to turn from words %o

deeds must be diverted.

The whole atmosphere of a University is pervaded with the concept of

Ngeademic integrity" and "absclute truth' (standing above classes and
above the real world) Tdeas are collections of words to be juggled,not
guides to action. Practical activity is something below the level of a
"irye intellectual".

The thought of students learning from life, learning from the
people is regarded with horror. Students are religiously taught that
knowledge comes only from books and that people outside the University
are ignorant buffoons, (in fact it is the lecturers and professors
who -are ignorant buffoons and most students know it). The attitude of
contempt for manual labour and for ordinary workers even affects some
"left-wing" circles and does a great deal of damage.

However, these atteumpts at diversion are meeting with less and less
success. An increasing number o: students are realising, at least at
2 basic level, that thelr courses are largely irrelevant to life, that
their exams are not all important, that there is a world outside the
University, that there is a great deal wrong with it, and zh% that they
should join the fight to change it. Students are starting to see through
the hypoctisy of phoney academic arguments. They are rejecting the myths of
capitalism and are struggling against it.

Australian students are playing a vanguard role in the movement against UB
aggression in Vietnam and are actively participating, thgether with young
workers and high school students, in various other struggles. The capitalist
press is giving great space to propaganda that young people and particularly
students are dead beats, drug addicts, sex maniacs and so on. On the other
hand they a®so say that the youth are really alright- that they are no more

rebellicus thah the last generation and they will eventually settle down
0 "normal" lives. These two tactics show that capitalism recognizes the

rebellion of youth and students and is afraid of it. "To be attacked by
the enemy is not a bad thing but a good thing" .

The rebels are still a minority among students but they are a much
stronger group than previously and they are steadily growing in size influence
and maturity- In the long run they represent the future and they represent
the majority. It is therefore important to understand the caustes of student
rebellion, its nature, direction, strengths and weaknesses. Student movements
have played an important part in revolution throughout history and are doing
so at present in Western Europe and North “merica as well as Asia, Africa and
Latin America. There can be no doubt that Australian students will play
a similar role.
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There are many factors which lead students to become rebels but chief
among these is the fact that at University you have thrown together a large number
of idealistic young people who are temporarily free from the pressures to confomm
imposed by employers, families and so one. They are given the opportunity to
think but are told to confine their thinking to the questions on the syllabus. In
the world around them they see exploitation, injustice, racism and war. It.is
not surprising that in this situation many start to think for themselves and turn
from thought to dissent to rebellion. "The young people are the most active and
vital force in society. They are the most eager to learn and the least congerv-
ative in their thinking." Although most of the rebels are of non-working
class origin they can see the contradictions of capitalism and they take the side of
the oppressed. Many rebsls are only able to attend University because of Common-

iwealth scholarships, teaching studentships and great sacrifices by their families.
fThey have direct experience of the struggle for survival under capitalisme

The Vietnam war and China's Cultural Revolution have had very important
nfluences on the student movement. Vietnam in particular has been decisive in

irst arousing most of the rebels to any degree of political consciencenoes. Vietnam
8 the focal point of the principal contradiction in- the world today - that between
perialism and the national liberation movement. It is in Vietnam that the brutal
H oppressive nature of capitalism is most clearly shown and consequently Vietnam

B become the symbol for all that students find rotten in Western society.

Student revulsicn against the war in Vietnam has not been limited to
calls for "peace" and "negotiations" but has led to a real and growing sol-
ity with the people of Vietnam and to sympathy with revolutionary movements
ghout the world. It has given the rebels a mass base amongst the general
¥ of students whose direct experience has led them to acknowledge that the rebells
sis of the war is correct.

The struggle against American aggression in Vietnam has become merged with
2 general struggle for a change in the social system. In the course of this

t ggle police truncheons, "Defence Forces Protection Acts", University disciplinary
€asures and so on have taught the students more about the Marxist theory of the
ptate than any amount of seminars, Similarly the constant Soviet cries for peace-
ul coexistence and the CPA's loyalist urging of moderation and respectability has
aught students about the nature of revisionism. It is now almost accepted without
lestion that the Soviet Union is ruled by a privileged elite that puts its own
interests before world revolution and that the CPA is more interested in unity with
ALP leaders than in promoting mass struggles. The Cultural Revolution has
'shown that bureaucracy need not inevitably engqulf socialism, agd that the working
‘people can hold and keep state power in their hands and that it IS right to rebel.

- Through the Cultural Revolution Marxist-Leninist ideas have been spread more widely

am?ngdstudents and their faith in the masses and confidence in the future has been
raised,

_However student rebellion is often a reflection of personal "alienation" and
frustration rather than a conscious commitment to the working class struggle. #As a
result, it can be diverted into channels harmless to capitalism. Non-conformity in
- dress, sexual mores, and speech and behaviour as well as rejection of parents and

S0 on are all forms of rebellion but they express nothing more than the individuals
- personal sense rustrations  They do not strike at the system which frustrates
the lives of people in far more direct and brutal ways than those
suffered by intellectual", Students ideas often seem to "drop from
the skies" on social practice. This means that while their

. " i T gt

el {
Gaetial J ft oa |, = (R




1 - support for socialism
struggles; it often lac
t it bluntly students of

rebellion may be on a relatively advanced leve
opposition to imperialism rather than economic
a firm basis or a clear cut class stand. To pu
talk a lot of idealist bullshit.

ent movement is the tendency towards cy

A j 20 in the stud i
. g et 5 ty and want to see it

Students can see the decadeuce of capitalist socie
their attitude is often cynical rejection of the whole human race rathgx-_
affirmation of socialist values and faith in the strength of the.masseaa
cynicism results primarily from students isolation from the working clasﬁ_b
and their attitudes of superiotity to it. It leads %o the ;ebels)banﬂ;ng
themselves together in a tight left bloc with almost all their socﬁa% and
political contacts taking place within the bloc. Once they leave Universit
lose contact. with their fellows rebels many students become passive. The
bloc soon despairs of trying to overthrow capitalism by shouting atit and b
its head against it and as a2 result many more drop out.

In addition many students have a contempt for theory while those who h
read some marxist works often merelf spout nonsense about the dialectic befo:
Hegel "on alienation and the young ‘arx" they refuse to accept the unity of
theory and practice and they regard Marxist-Leninist theory as & merely a toy
to play with. The following quotation from Chairman Mgo is as true for
Australian students in 1968 as it was for Chinese intellectuals in 1939. Iy
provides an excellent summary of the weaknesses of the student movement.

" The intellectuals often tend to be subjective and individualistic,
impractieal in their thinking and irresolute in action until they have
themselves heart and soul into mass revolutionary struggles, or made up the
minds to serve fhe interests of the masses and become one with them. ence
although the mass of revolutionary intellectuals in China can play a vanguar
role or serve as a link with the masses, not all of them will remain revolu
aries to the end. “ome will drop out of the revolutiocnary ranks at critical
moments and become passive, while a few may even become enemies of the revol
The intellectuals can overcome their shortcomings only in mass struggles owvi
long period."

This guotation not only states the weaknesses but also points the way ou
The students are taking the road of "mass struggles over a long period". Im .
the course of these struggles, students are gaining confidence and maturity,
they are turning to Yarxist ideas, Communist ideas for an explanation of the
world and a guide to changing it. They are learning to integrate themselves
with qhe mass of working people who are the chief agench of sccial changes,
are breaking out of their left blocs and they are raising the theoretiecal
of their rebellion. ;

In short, they are turning from rebellion to revolution.



Editorial

Analysis is the theoretical journazl of the “onash labor Club. This’
first issue was edited by the executive in order to get the ball relling.
The views expressed within are not necessarily official Labor Club policy
and indded we hope that the journal will become a forum for thrashing out
different political lines. . i o

We hope to bring out a second edtion by the end of thisterm and
there will cettainly be one by the beginning of third term. #“pplications
for the position of editor, together with comments, letters to the Editor

and contributions are now invited. Frequency of publication and editorial
policy will be related to circumstances but basic policy is to produce the
magazine whenever sufficient useful material becomes available and to >
direct it ah an audience consistingmainly of the babor Club membership *
and other left wing students - rather than a small group of "theoreticians"
or ghe large mass of non political students.

Our aim in producing the magazine is to try and raise the theoretical
level of “abor Club members and enSure that experience we have gained in
the course of agitational work us summed up and used to increase our
political effectiveness.

Une thing we will not do is carry the sort of agitational material that
normally appears in Print. We hope to publish serious articles on problems
facing the Australian left in general and student activists in particular.
We will also reprint interesting articles from other publications .

Qur slcgen is the unity of theory and practice - hot their separation.

We are hoping that Analysis will be "not just a magazine but a way
of 1life" or at any rate that a more mature perspective will be introduced
into the club through members participating in, and not just reading,
this journal. To this end we intend to hold seminars following publication
of each issue, so that members can discuss the articles.

Published by the Monash Labor Club at 10 cents per copy. Authppised by
Michael D Hyde 4/14 Carlysle Ave E.St. Kilda. The . . views expressed
are not necessarily those of all labor Club members.



