t present, theres
worthy Military @ :
army on 1/2/67. While s
more aware and concerne >
the Ramparts publicaticn
no loager be a party to.
for c:nscientiougi';b ecti
at Melbourne ol J ) ey
Judge Norris made a rather p: sment 1 57? he_nuiﬂg'
"is statement that he w regard himself as supporting war by merely
wearing a uniform as we would have regarded himself as supporting the
liazi Party's behavieur in Germany by wearing a swastika in 1938 ultin- ;
ately convinced me that this was a conscientious belief held which did
not allow him to serve in any capacity at this time." Yet, at the

rame time, Judge Norrls ruled that Denis must remain in the army a_nd
serve his two years, Denis then felt he had no choice but to refuse

to cooperate. y :

e did not return to the army and was subsequently arrested
andﬂzoﬁgifﬁtiulled at Watsonia on 4/4/2%. He was entenced to 48 days
in Holsworthy military prison. Denis O'Donnell does not claim to be a
pacifist, but rather to consclentiously believe that the war in Vietnam
is wrong in the same way that Hitler's war was wrong. A' verson with tlese
peliefs should be admired, not imprisoned.

The second conscientious objestor imprisoned in Holsworthy is Desmond
Phillipson. Desmond was also inducted into the army before he applied
for conscientious objection. His pacifist beliefs did not allow him te
cooperate with the army in any way, and he therefore ref?sad te obry
army orders, He was sent to Holsworthy as a result, and is a2t present
still there, awaiting his court case. According to ong of his Tew

vi«itors, he has been badly beaten, and was put almpst immediately into
solitary confinement.

From both of these examples, it becomes evident that there is a
rather large travesty of Human Rights implied by the National Service
Act. A person who conscientiously believes, a3 did Denis O'Donnell, that
the war in Vietnam is morally wrong is still forced to be a part of
the wer machine. He will not be granted exemytion from service even though
the judge might admit that ke "could not serve in any capacity”( Judge
lorris, 22/11/67). ‘hen he tries to live up to his moral beliefis, he will
be thrown into prison. Anyonme famili:r with the U.N, Charter, which
Australia signed, will be sware of the disparity oetween its idea of
Human Righte and that that prip sed by such esn aet as the Australian
Hational Service Act.

Denis

0'Donnell and Desmond Phillipson are, and many others following
the near

future will be, victivs of immoral legislation, and it is

the duty of 21l citi-cne who purport to have & conseience te do all they
can in sueuring the relcase, not only from prison but also from the army,
of these neople.

t now the

The

re is even mor: disturbing legislation coming bYefore parl-

iamen government has introduccd amendments to the Hational Service
Act whick will virtually turn

) ; Australia into a police state. Under this now
1cc}91;t10n 2 person who feele strongly enough about the immorality of con-

scription to not even register is immediabtely 1iable for twe years imprison-
ment and & 3; J penalty. So once again a person cannot mct accor to his
beli:ls without severe penalties being imposed upon him by a su; cd
ocratic govarnment.

Just as serieus is the faet t
search the records and files of an organizati
arc likely to be elients or ﬂemberz. Tﬁisiioui:ni::lzgicghél
ions, Univereities, enployers, and anything else that gquld
with 20 ycar old males. Thase organizations will have t
liste virtually open to public cerutiny - but ]
also their futura plens, minutes of meatinge
about wembers, and other thinge often ne

hat the govermment will have




aE

: e 1
ions to function. This legislation stampg on ﬁu@an Rights aEG)CiQV{{i-Sh
no other purpose than preventing Australlgn 91t1zens from Elft?sl“gibﬁ
their opposition to government policy. Thlg 15 the sort of lgilt ;11 b
marks the beginning of a police state and 1? is to b? ?opeg £ Bt willucomc
ations and individuals concerned with Morality and Civil lecrtlgﬁhlr B i
. to the fore and proclaim their opposition. Af?er the s@a%l bgt hig ilqnned By
. £yl sit-in at Holsworthy on April 20th. a lational Mobilization was Ltﬁn“ e

May 19th. when it was expected to have at least 1000 people demonﬁtfi zfuthe
side Holsworthy Military Prison. It was intended to demand the rEkemD"lli;EDn-
National Service Act and the release of Denis 0'Donnell an? De;mond ;dl”h‘i H
Until the government we would force it to arrest an? 1mpr}son uSs ”~§“S
Denis and Desmond are technically in prison because of disobeying srmy orders
their reason for disobeying them is their belief = hence they are ?ctgal}y in
prison because of their belicfs. We share their beliefs and hence it is just

that we too should be in prison.

It was cxpected that this strong confrontation of the government woul@
show that we are no longer content to just sit dovm and talk, and would gain
support from many people. However we have since discovered that the govcfnment
has suddenly decided to remove Denis and Dosmond from ilolsworthy before May 19th.
Therefore the demonstration would lose most of its impacta

This fact, together with the new amendments introduced by the government,
has led to a change in plans. To cffectively demonstrate against the govern-
ment's National Service Act and the proposed amendments the Mational kobilizat-
ion will be centred in Canberra on May 1uth. rather than Holsworthy on May 19th.
The aims will be to force the government to: ; ‘

(a) releass all conscisntious objectors and refrain from impris-

oning future conscientious objectors and draft resisters,
(b) rejcct the proposed amendments to the National Service Act,
(c) repeal the National Service Act.

We agree with Thoreau when he says 'under a government which imprisons
any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also in prisgen'', Therefore we
will force the government to arrest and imprison us rather than remain subser-
vient to legislation more appropriate to a police state than a democracy.

To make this demonstration a success we need about 500 people from all

states who are prenared to go to Canberra and allow themselves to Le arrested.

. The “Freedom Ride will be organized for all the states to arrive at Canberra
by 10am Sun, 19th lay. It -is necessary that the government be shown that we
will not tolerste being told to kill someone, having our cenfidential files and
possessions secarched, or being forced to inform on our sons if they refuse to
obey the government's repressive legislation. It is time we showed the govern-
ment that there ARE people who care about Human Rights. It may mean the slight
sacrifice of spending several weeks in prison but this is nothing compared with
say the sacrifice facing draft resisters or the anguish of Vietnamese mothers
seeing their children napalmed by U.S. bombs.

If you feel strongly cnough about this to be prepared to go to prison in
a non-violent, but effective confrontation with the government, then join the
National HMobilization to Canberra. Make sure you obtain all your information
soon, cither from your local Peace or Anti-Conscription wmovement or by contac-
ting 734 Lygon St, Carlton or 533449,

SPOISORS =
Draft Resistance lovement
Pacifist Socicties, Melb. & Monash Universities
Labor Clubs, e
Student Christian Movement
Save Our Sons liovement
20 others

Amnesty International sent a letter to Australia stating that
they considered Denis O'Donnell a ''Prisoner of Conscicence'
This means that we will soon see international action on this
situation,

The United liations Committee for liuman Rights has also shown
interest. :

D.R.M & M.laP.S.
734 Lygon St. Carlton
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saturday night, May 18:

overnicht accommodation: whore possible, make
your own arrangements and use initiatives avoid sleeping in
public places; otherwise contact co-ordinators. '

Sunday. May 1932

™

9,30 a.m.: PRE-VEETING FOR CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE PARTICIPANTS: Civil
discbedience procedurej legal problemsg names of those
zhing to prison, wanting bail, etc.; last-minute queries.

10,15 c.m. PRE-MEETING OF ALL DEMONSTRATORS: (General procedurej

arrangement for speakers from the various states; timetable
and directions.

11 a.m. : Drivers and coach to take everyone to the point of assembly

near Parliament House (sée map). Participante should be
assembled by 11,45 since speeches will commence ab 12 noon
sharp. Speakers will include M.P.s, academics, C.O.s
liable to arrest and spokesmen for the various states,
1.15 p.m.: Start forming into procession to march past Parliament
House to Prime Minister's Lodge. Drivers should take their
enrs in the march so as to ellow the public to distinguish
the various states and groups taking part in theo mobilizatiom.
Those intending civil disobedience should walk ncar the head
of the march.
1.30 p.m.: Morch starts towards the Prime Minister's Lodge.
2,00 p.m.: Assesble in the space adjoining the Prime Minister's Lodge
anc cpposite the Lodge (see shaded areas on tho map).
Therz will be a speech descriving the aims of the civil
szcnodience about to take place, At the conclusion of the
h those participating in civil disobedience will walk
ds the Adeloide Ave. gates of the P.Il's Lodge. Speechea
from various State groups and representatives will continue
as the &l %in proceecds, The main body of the dqmonstratora

will dieperse at 4.30 to return to their home statcs or the
Conforence in Sydney,

HOTESs
1.

A major cbjecotive of the opponent may be to provoke us into
intemperate statementsj

ﬁ,-\
oD
L

accusations that are overstated or imprecise, and cannot be
proved;

name—calling in retaliation;

excited or undignificd behaviours

confusion and disorders

0
S

mutual reerimination among the leaderss
e or violent incidents.

b e

H

s T
S

g do devclop refrain from shouting or screoaming at

1 police and alleow marshalls to handle the situakion.
provol

3. Do notb all

4. When trc :in‘fﬂkﬂa‘y1ﬂﬂq, sing with those sitting—in rather
then shout at the police, Our protest is jat conscription, no%
the Polico Yorco, .

5 On no accouwnt

lose your femper or resort to violence in any forms;
do not provoke or let yourmelf be provoked. Act not react,
L L
Overell Co-ordinator: Colin Benjamin
Civil Di&sobedience Co—ordinator: 1ichael Hamal Greon



ROUTE OF MARCH AND POINTS OF ASSEMBLY
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The following leaflets and pamphlets are available from the j

YMobile H.Q.'! of the National Mobiliaaticn,or the organizers Personally: i

g IMON IS (leaflet) - freae

HOONSG LN TO MILITARY SERVICE", Report of a Special
fustralian Council of Churches, 1968 - 60 ¢

LCIZENS! RIGHTS", John Bemnett 1968 - 20 o

>aflet) - free ‘

¥, CANDERRA" - press releage




May 19 National Mobilization

Canberra.,
A

FCR ALL CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE PARTICIPANTS

A1 civil #sobodience participants should have considered the
consequences to their careers and job prospects. All should have
sent letters to the Government g:pIl 'ni%%a%@eéhey feel it necessary
to go to this length, and Tequesti %{ha & Government show how
ites conseription legislation and practice is reconcilable with the
principles.of freedom of conscionce and civil liberty,”

While all participants in civil disobedience will take part
~iduals, the following common proccdure could be agreed upon:
assemble in the space adjoining the P.M.'s Lodge on the

+ %0 the Lodge. At the conclusion of the specch explain-

and ® mothadd of the eivil disobedience, individuals

should walk slowly and calmly to the gates of the P.M,'s Lodge. It
is your right to walk as individuals (not en masse) to the gates, buf
as soon as you sit down you will be warned that you are cauging an
obestruction. If you do not leave you will be arregted.

NOTES: :

T, ©Sit in front of the gates, making sure you are outside the
actual grounds of the P,l.'s Lodge but not spreading out onto
Adelaide Ave. in such a way as to impede the mainstream of
traffic (wo are defending freedom of conscience, not limiting
frecdom to drive).

o. TIf others have sat down ahead of you and your sitting down will
interfere with the mainstream of traffic, wait until others
have beon arrested befdre sitting down. If no arrests have been
made aftcr half an hour, begin walking to the other entrance to
the P.M.'s Lodge and sit down there.

3, When you sit down begin singing and display placards. -

4. If it rains do not be moveds if it grows cold do not be moved;
keep on singing. ! | ;

5. £t 1 an hour, the police have not started arpesting
you, invite Athers to sit dowm with you,.

6. If the Prime Minister comes out to speak to you, take turns
in asking bhim the gquestions you put in your letters,

Ta! When o police taoke hold of you to arrest you, consider
carefully the following alternatives: (a.) allowing the police
4o 1if% ¥ou up, but then walking on your own feet to the police
van; (b) remaining limp all the way. Police have warned that
the latter - risk the 2dditional charge of resisting arrest.

8., Once inside the van, continue singing. Talk guietly and re—

v to any who have become emotional op distressed in.
the course of being arrested.

At the pdlice station you are required to give no other inform-—

ation than your name and address, - See 'civil liberties

__panphlet 'Police Powors and Citizens' Rights! for your zights
during and after arrest. The policé have the right to finger-—

rint you, but if acquitted, you can request that thess records
be destroyed.

alm with the police.

+

assurir

o4

Show you have a regard for them 7
beings rather than percoiving them in terms of the
rootype (as misguided in its way ae any racizlist!

. This applies all ‘the more if you yourself are
zd by the police,
(a) accept bail - thie will be arranged os soon as
i you wont it; (b) refuse bail but acaept fine -
> people who stay in the lookup even for one night, the
> serious intent of the civil disobe exnce will bBe
i to the publies (o) refuse bail and refuse fine — this
will probably lead to imprisomment for several days or weeks
depending on *:.llle cxact charge; those who are acutely distressed
1 Sona

cenditions can have their fines paid and be immediately
rele ; (d) accept bail but refuse fine ~ this is still a

significant gesture in that it continues the time pericd in which
demonstrators are held in prisan. b



12.

13.

14.

2

Prigon conditions: those who consider remaining in prison should
take into account the followings: \

a) possible psychological distressj

b) 1lack of privecy;

¢) physical privation ejio.

While in prison, it is recommended that you note carefully conditions
of prison life and write lotters or reports afterwards.
Other information you will need:

Legal Assistance (£ill in names, phone numbers, addresses

) e=




