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least, If we compare the advantages in
the matter of telephones, we find a simi­
lar result-lower rates, combined with
greater facilities, both in Melbourne and
Glasgow under public control-better
conditions ~or the employees and profits
t~ the public, instead of to private indi­
V1d~als. In the sphere of electricity we
:J.ga~ find the facts arrayed in favour ,of
public ownership; both in Victoria and
in the older countries. Thus; the City
Electric Light Works made apr.06t last
year of over £10,000. and while extend­
ing their services, have made electric
light and power attainable to any ' who
care to use it. ~o\ll this in the space of
three years. WhIle ten years of private
enterprise (sic.) left the city unilluminat­
ed, and practically unsupplied, in spite of
the c~bined efforts of three competing
compames. In England so uniform has
been the success attending this branch
?i social activity, that private enterprise
IS practically driven from the field, and

ONLY THE MOST REACTIONARY

SECTION OF THE COMMtrNITY

seeks to vindicate its claims. In the
matter of house accommodation, 100

years of private effort in London left
the people homeless, crowding [hem into
filthy tenements and no ~ sesame slums ;
forced rents up to prohibitive prices,
and compelled families to herd together
under conditions unfit for the lowest
animals. Men and women of all ages
were crowded into "dwellings" of one
room, where the ordinarv decencies of
life were impossible, a.tld where vice
grew apace. The spasmodic efforts of
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PRIVATE ADVERTISING WAS

DISPENSED WITH,

hours of labour were reduced, wages ,'""
were increased, fares were lowered, lines ':
were extended, profits rose, general r

rates were reduced, and other advan- "
tages accrued as a result of collective j
ownership and control. These are but ;
two examples taken from the new world ,
and the old , but they prove beyond cavil
the distinct advantages of public over
private enterprise in this department at

ducing rents, by bringing distant pla
within easy access of the city. A rug
service , is provided, and a big profit
secured, which goes into the consolidae
ed revenue to relieve the general burd
of taxation ; while in Melbourne,
nearly the same population, the long
stretch of tram line is under five miles;'
outlying districts are entirely neglected:
No night service is provided, no penny
sections are given, and the enormous
profits pass into the pockets of the p .'
vate shareholders, who seek to shirk
every responsibility of rates, etc., while
an obsolete system of traction is per­
sisted in, and will continue for many
years to come, thus placing it in ten ,
years' time among the most obsolete, :~

(u addition, the hours of labour are ':
longer and the wages lower, and the,:;
general condition of the employeesj
worse than upon the State-owned Sydney]
trams. Snnilarly ;n Glasgow. When ,
the council determined to buy out the]
company, horse traction was'discarded "
for a better system,
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I n the department of gas supply, we
have only to compare the 20 pet' cent.
dividends of the Melbourne Gas Com­
pany, wrung from the consumers by a
charge of 55. per 1000 feet, with the
2S: and 25. 6d. rate under municipal con­
trol elsewhere, and the profits , passing
into the pockets of the people j and
then, when we become surfeited with
the wearisome succession of collective '
triumphs in this sphere, we can examine
those departments where the victory of
co-operative ownership and control has
be.en so pronounced that private enter­
pose has given up the contest (as is the
case generally with water conservation
and supply), and left the field to the
people free from contest.

IN AGRIC1..'LTURE AND GRAZ-

ING,

we need but refer to th e experiment of
the Metropolitan Board of Works, while
there will still remain a host of enter­
prises into which the private capitalist
fears to enter, and where the commUl'Litv
has been forced to take the initiativ~
such as the supply of baths and the
establishme nt of municipal washhouses.
In life and fire insurance New Zealand
h~s led ~he way, and scored a distinct
triumph In open competition with pri­
vate institutions, while in South Aus­
tralia a land grant has been under offer
to private capitalists for the coostruc_
tion of a railway line, which the com­
munity" will ultimately be compelled to
finance, be cause of the .failure of private
capitalists to undertake the .contract. In
fad , the complete breakdown of the
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philanthropists were of' no avail-s-the:
mass of misery was too great. Competi- .
tion, the god of the capitalist, was pow­
erless to provide for the demand. It :
remained for the people themselves in.
their co-operate capacity, having cap­
tured the municipalities and the County .
Council, to undertake this work and {~

show the way to private ca.pitalists. ~·

Whole cities have been built, miles upon .~

miles of slums ha ve been destroyed, '
parks and ga.rdens, public baths and re- .
serves, and a11 the conveniences of civi­
lisation have been made available for '
the denizens of the slums through the '
beneficent operations of co-operative
effort unctioning through the demo- :;
cra tic councils and other public bodies. .~
One might dilate at length upon the ,
failure of private enterprise in the de- ;
partments of finance, and hold up to ':
contempt the miserable fiasco of private ~

banking institutions, which fell like a ."
pack of cards before the first wind of 1
adversity, and institute comparison alto- .
gether favourable to collective control,
illustrating the success with such ex­
amples as the banks of New Zealand,
and the necessitv of a. Government
guarantee to secure the stability of the ,­
Commissioners' Savings Banks in Vic­
toria. To enumerate

e THE TRJrMPH OF STATE I~I-

TIATIVE

in reg-ard to the Credit Foncier svstem '
would be altogether redundant. The
figures speak for themselves, and even "
the most bla tant advocates of individ­
ualism are silenced and overwhelmed.
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system of private enterprise has been
marked that all kinds of subterfug
have been resorted to to justify its co"
tinuance in certain directions, and man'
of the most successful efforts which
tinue to lend the glamour of their pi
tige and their profits to the I( cause
are bolstered up by the aid of collectiv
capital, granted by a too sympathetic .
dividualistic government, Nay, so hop
less has the private capitalistic ex
menter become. that he is ever cap •
hand to
THE ORGANISED COMMUNI-TY,·

to share his risks, as was the case wi
that monument of financial disaster, th
Maffra beet sugar industry, which rui ,
ed all connected with it, and at I
sought refuge in a State mortgage. I
is so with the iron industry, whie '
seeks from the community a bonus '

A QUARTER OF A MILLION
POUNDS

ere thev will risk their hundreds in th :'
enterprise. Such comparisons might b "
continued indefinitely, and the relativ "
results of public over private control!
might be shown to be uniformly favour~
able to the former. But unto what end ~

The socialistic tendency is so definit ~'
and pronounced that the forces of reJ
action are completely broken, and evem:'
the "Fanners' League." and the «Li~~
erty and Property Defence League nr
h.ave. stolen the programme of the pro-t
gressive pa:tr, and are scoring a victory,~

over socialists upon an ultra socialisti ,
platfo~ Soon we sh.aU have the cri
of SOCIal peace emanating from the lips;

of the individualistic sehool as evidence
of the desire for surrender, 'for they can­
not take a forward stel) without stealing
from

THE PLATFOR.M OF THE
SOCIALiST

party. The only difference is not one -of
kind, but of degree; not one of prin­
ciples, b.ut of names: The .press and
the Parliament combme to secure even
~reater. ~xtensions of the sphere of pub­
he acnvxy ; fanners yote Conservative
on ly on. c?"dition that they are granted
the SOCIalIst concession of free carriage
of manure ; the fl Liberty and , Property
Defence .L~gue " d~termines to put
clown SOCIalIsm only that its members
may ~ip more deeply into the public
purse III defeoce of the private monopoly
of the iron trade; while the Cranbourne
League of anti-sociali»ts was composed
of the same fifty fa.rrntrs who had fore­
gathered to ~ek further extension of
Go!ern~ent aid to all'iculturists. Of a
verity time fights. uJH)n our side, and
the days of the pnvate enterprise high­
wayman are almost numbered. Political
power has passed, or is in process of
passing. into the hands of the people.
The centre of p~wer has been shifted,
~nd now rests W!th that vast majoritv
In .eve.ry commurnty-=the working class,
Is ." likely that .ther ,trill consent to sub­
rrut tamely to disabihdes when they pos­
sess the ~wer to .flflnove them? We
~annot think that It will be so. The
line of demarcation is drawn straight
between the two sehools the Indi­
'1dualistic Co~ervative and the Collec­
nve Democratic school, That inter-



longer than it otherwise would. Amidst
all this chaos of thought, it becomes
increasingly necessary that some clear
and definite meaning should be attached
to the term, and that its connotati on
should be fixed, at least to th.ose who
take an active part in propagating

THE PRINCIPLES OF ' REFORM,
for it is quite possible at present for
c.:omparatively well-meaning men and
women to spend their time and energies
in propagating principles which, even if
universally applied, would still leave the
social problem unsolved, and the
,. fringe of misery" as large as ever, while
other schemes which absorb the best
energies of some of the most enthusiastic
workers are only ameliorative on condi­
tion that their activity is strictly limit­
ed, and the sphere of their operations
circumscribed. The" mania for doing
something" seizes hold upon the hearts
of the enthusiasts, and immediately they
commence operations, regardless alike
of the means or the end to be subserved.
Let ·us glance for a moment at the we.u~
meant efforts of those engaged in found­
ing Utopias, such as the New Australia
colony in Paraguay, and the various
other schemes which, from time to time,
have exhausted the best efforts of some
of the best and bravest spirits of the
world Their attempt to create the world
anew, from the centre of their inner con­
sciousness, is foredoomed to failure
Socialists are not the architects of a new
order. They seek merely to interpret
tile spirit of the age as manifested in the
economic conditions of the epoch, and
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productive of actual evil, be of DO mate­
rial assistance in advancing the interests ·
of society. .

'SOCIETY IS AN ORGANISM,

and must find its highest expression '
"through the political organs which have
been evolved for the putP;)Se~" When
F .ichte, the philosopher, in the middle of
a lesson to his students, seized a musket
and set forth to take part in the con1lict
which was raging, he was but giving ex­
pression to the true spirit of philosophy
which seeks not merely to record the
progress of the period, but also to im­
press the age with its purpose and JOt
c~aracter. r~.. c}aim, therefore, ,I;,
tnumph for Socialism because of ..
temporal)' success of some Utopia, or to
condemn Socialism because of its failure,
is equally beside the mark, and indicates
a lack of appreciation of the real aim
of socialistic philosophy, which seeks to
express society as a co-operate entity,
not as a series of petty Utopias, each
expressing some particular phase of
thought, or some personal idiosyn­
crasy. But perhaps the most popular
theory of social regeneration is that
known as co-operation, by which a num­
ber of people, in voluntary combination,
seek by concentrating their purchases to
eliminate the element of profit, and thus
secure a more effective use of their
money. Now, whatever may be said of
the temporary or personal benefits to be
derived from such efforts, we. cannot
seriously regard them as likely in any
way to effect a permanent
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give expression to the force.s which ~l'e
at work in the womb of society; seeking
normal development and expansion. Not
by deserting the field of battle and estab-
lishing elsewhere

A LITTLE UTOPIA,

hemmed in irom the world of strif~L,, > .· <
competition, is the new era to be evolv-

d and even should every such attempt
e r~ve successful, they would not ~e~on­
~trate the practicability of SOClaltsm,
for we seek to take advantage of the
past ages of economic development, an?
to utilise the products of m~der.n capi­
talistic development, it:' readJustmg the
relations between man and the eommu- :
nity.: r~!~ is the ta~k w~ich M~rx and
Engels, . each workmg I~ . thel~ own .
sphere sought to accomphsh-vu., the
allianc~ of the old idealistic m~vement .
(as represented by Robert Owen 10 E~- ~
land, and on the Continent by F o~el', . .
St. Simon, and Cabet), with the politl~a.l .~ .
institutions of the time. Then, findmg :.
the political machinery o~solete for the ;
purpose of higher ec~noffilc d~v:eloJ?me~t, ~
they sought, by active participation m .
the revolutionary movements of ~h.e ,
period, to modify th7 ~li~cal machine
in the direction of bringing It more com­
pletely under the c~tr~l of the ~emo- .:
cracv and so reooermg It a fitter mstru- .'
~ent' for the interpretation of the new
spirit which sought, by m~ans of ~sso- .~
ciation, to body forth the Ideal SOCIety• .
Anv scheme of social ref?nn, th:refore, :
which does nat seek alhance With the .
political forces of the pe~ has a. reac- .
tionary tendency, and will, even If not
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and not the benefit . of any special ~,"ec­
tion. Thus, the State control of .f e
mining industry, to the end that labour
conditions may be improved, while not
to be despised, is yet not well conceiv­
ed j for the interests of the workers, as
workers, must, in a true socialistic State,
be ever subs ervient to the interests of
the communitv as a whole. It is not
therefore the 'mines for the miners, or
the ships for the sailors, but the world
for the whole people, which is the grand
ideal of the socialist philosopher. And
wherever the interests of any section are
found to conflict with the interests of
the community as a whole, the sectiv-nal
interests must go by the board. 'Rhus
-and thus only-can we justify our pur­
poses to the future. It is humanity as
a whole, as the visible symbol of the
divine purpose, which we seek to ex­
press, and to this end all the forces of
society are made subservient. Closely
allied to this question, is that equally
pertinent one of the .

DISTIUBUTION OF THE SOCIAIL
PRODUcr

in the State of the future, and, although
Socialists themselves have little anxiety
on this account, it is well that misappre­
hensions should be combated in the in­
terests of progress. The arbitrary ad­
justment of rent, without regard to the
advantages of position, is an allied sub­
ject of great import, and to anticipate
that no discrimination will be made be­
tween the relatively good and the rela­
tively bad situation, is to totally disre­
gard the common sense of collective



most eloquent testimony yet borne to the
success of such enterprise is derived
from the critics and antagonists of pub­
lic control. These croakers have been
unusually busy in compiling statistics in
support of the theory that persistence in
municipal extension will result in disas­
ter, and so, after an exhaustive studv of
the whole field of co-operate enterprise,
they are forced to the conclusion that
a net interest return over all charges of
68. 3d. per cent. is. too paltry to justify
any further extension of the principle.
They have, for the purpose of arriving
at this conclusion, eliminated the enor­
mous reduction in the cost of gas, water,
tram and electricity supplies to the
public, and they include all those muni­
cipal efforts which never were intended

. to be profitable from the ordinary com­
mercial standpoint ; yet, with every de­
sire to pmve the efforts a failure, they
are compelled to admit a profit of 6s. 3d.
per cent., and, as under Socialist con­
trol there would be no interest charge
whatever-as all capital would be a
social asset, and not an individual mono­
poly-they stand condemned out of their
own mouths, and their most strenuous
efforts at defaming have but succeeded
in placing the advantages ina still
stronger light than before. But as yet
the Socialistic principle has not been
admitted amongst English-speaking peo­
ples, and much of the work done in the
direction of municipalisation of indus­
tries has been done under the direction
of bourgeoise (to use the expressive
French term), direction forced on by the
pressure of expanding capitalism, and

SUCCKS~FUL SOCIALISM. 83


