














Pnor to the Congress th e State Labor 'par ty, of N .S.W. had decided t o
appoint delegates to, discuss with representatives of the Comm~nlst P arty. <.lUr

.r: United Front proposals. In view of this fact, Congress, welcoming the dec~slOn
of the State Labor Party, "deci ded to ... direct th e incoming Centra l Commit tee
to imm edia tely proceed with the discussions with th e State Labor Party and
to allow nothing to sta nd in the way of reaching a full und erstanding for
common working . class act ion against fascism." .

The Uni ted Front agreement between both parties. was finalised at the
Easter (1943) Conference of the S.L.P., where a comprehensive scheme for joint
activity between Executives, Branches and memb ers of both Parties was agreed
upon. In preparation for the Federal Elections, it was decided to exte nd joint
support for candidates agreed upon by both P arties. Arising from the success
of th e co-operation achieved between the organisation and memb ers of both
P arti es, and th e urgent need to still further consolidate workin g class uni ty ,
th e S.L.P. prop osed in October, 1943, that discussions should ta ke place
regarding the amalgamation of ' th e two Parties. '

. In our reply we sta ted th at: "The Central Committee unanimously adopte d
a proposal to endorse the aim ?f uniting our two P ar ties, to organ ise discus­
sions throughout th e Communist Party organisation s and to refer to the
Consultative Committee, set up following our United Front agreement, the
planning of details ' to be submitted lat er ' to Conferences of .both Parties."
Following discussion throughout both Parties the amalgamation agreement
was endorsed by a full meeting of the Central Committee, Communist P arty
of. Australia and a special conference of the S.L.P., and the amalgamation was
finalised at a joint Conference of both Parties held in Janu ary, 1944, th e
amalgamated Party emerging as th e Australian Com muni st Party.

As a result of the amalgamat ion Executive memb ers of the S.L.P. were
included in leading Committees of the P arty. These were:

Central Committee: J . R. Hu ghes (al so Political Commit tee) , H . H.
Chandler (also elected Secretary of the Organi sati on Committee of th e C.C. ),
W. Gollan , A. Wilson, and E . Ro ss. ' .

Metropolitan Comm ittee: Comrades June Mill s ~nd F . Graham. Central
Industrial Committee: E. W. Walsham. Oth er lead ing S.L.P. memb ers were
appointed to Distri ct and oth er Party Committees. . .

The United Par ty decided at its Conference, "as a fur ther step to achieving
full working-class unity," to apply for affiliation to th e official A.L.P. .

The propo sals of the A.C.P. for. affiliation to the 'Official Labor Payty
me t with strong support from the Unions, many A.L.P. Branches and officials
and a considera ble sect ion of the rank and file A.L.P. members. However,
opponents of workin g class uni ty have, to ' date, been able to have the State
and Federal A.L.P. Conferencec deeide against our affiliation proposals and
other means proposed by our Party to reach some form of agreement for
j oint workin g class act ion in rep ly to th e co-ordinated campaign of .react ion ..

' I n spite of the decisions of A.L.P. Conferences a high degree of practical
unity between A.C.P. 'and A.L.P . branch es and memb ers has been achieved
in campaigns .conducted since the 13th Congress. . Thi s process was expressed
particularly durin g the Referendum campaign when A.C.~ . and' A.L.P . memb ers
and memb ers of neith er Party co-opera ted fully and III utmo st harmon y III

"Yes" Committees organ ised throughout the length and breadth of. the country,
in suburbs work places, and country towns. .This development has been
expressed i~ the clearest fashion dur ing election campa igns in all States where
A.C.P. and A.L.P. memb ers co-opera ted for the 'defeat of reaction , organised
exchange of preferences, in some cases, despite official decision to the contrary,
and in ,the 'day-to-day campaigns being conducted around local and workpl ace
demands. , , , . '

A ' further evidenceIof th e' desire of th e masses of the A.L.P. for ' unity
and to end the rul e of the split ters in theA.L.P . has s een demonstrated by the
expulsion of Lang from th e A.L.P. in N.S.:w., the r~vol ~ of th e. rank and. file
and many unions against the Lovegrove group III Victoria, growing oPPOSItIOn

.'

t o Fa llonism in q ueensla nd, the defeat of Bardolph in South Australia. At
the same time Congresses of the A.C.T .D. and of Federal Union s, held in this
period, have endorsed the princip le of work ing class uni ty . .

" Alongside the growth of workin g class uni ty there has taken place a signi­
\ ficant developm ent of worker-soldie r unity expressed by N.S.W. Conferences

on problems of serv icemen held in May,/1943 and N ovember 2nd, 1944, and the
work of th e N.S.W. and other State Services Committees . This uni ty was
fur ther st rengthened by the decision of the April Conference of the R eturned
Soldiers' League to esta blish a Liaison Committee of R.S.S. & A.I.L .A. and
N .S.W. Labor Council Services' Com mittee represent ativ es .to give joint at ten­
t ion to the question s of rehabilitation of service men and women.

Election Campaigns
The C.C. acte d on the directions of the 13th Congress th at "in unity with

the members of the Labor Parties and other friends of the Labor Government,
Co mmunists will work for the return of grea ter numbers of supporte rs of MI'.
C urtin . . . at the same time, the Co mmunist Par ty will carry on its own
propaganda on all questions and in a number of const itu encies will put forward
Party candidates, if possible in agreement with th e Labor Party , at least for
the exchange of preferences where -both Parties nominat e:', Th e Party ente red­
the Federal El ections und er the slogan of returning the Cur tin Gov ernm ent and
elect ing Communist memb ers of Parli ament. Th e P arty ran seventeen candi­
dat es and gave direct assistance to five N.S:W. Sta te Labor P arty candidates.
In all areas where no Co mmunist Par ty or 'State Labor Par ty was sta nding
Party organi sations and memb ers joined the campaign on behalf of th e officiai
A.L.P . candidat e.

Th e electi ons resulted ' in an overwhelming victory of the Labor Govern­
ment and a record vote for the Communist candidates. Particularly outstanding
were th e vot es cast for Fred P aterson in Herbert (Queensland) , S. D eacon,
Newcastle (N.S.W.) , Dr. Fin ger , Boothby (South Australia) and R. Gibson
Yarra (Victori a). In addition, S. Conway of the stat e Labor Party polled
particularly well. . '

. During th e Federal E lect ion campaig n considerabl e support was shown
for the P arty, its program and policy . Despite the fact that the workers
went to the poll feeling that they must defeat th e reaction ary 'Par ties at all
costs ; and th at to achieve this aim th ey must vote (1) for the Labor Candidate
and (2) for th e Communist, th~ A.C.P . and State Labor Par ty candidates polled
ove r 90:000 vo~es, a record achievement fo r P ar ty. Parli ament ary activity. " .

•. , TIns ,?row~ng support for t!le A.C.P. as a Parh ament ary force was expressed
III the VlCto~'Jan State El ect ions of June 1943, where the Party vote ' was
do ub.le, and m some cases, t reble tha t of , the precedin g elect ions. In ' this

"election Comrade J . . D . Blake, P olitical Committee memb er rari very dose
t o winning the Port Melbourne seat. '

Thi s , process . was further expressed in the vote for Clarrie Boyd ' in the
W.A. Sta te elect ion of N ovem ber 20th, and in the splendid victory of Fred
P aterson III the Qneenelnnd State elections of April, 1944, together with
~he record vote~ polled .for other Communi~t . candidates and the big increase
111 the Communist vote in the S.A. State elect ion of May, 1944. '

In the ~.S .W. ele.ctions" h eld i~ May, )94~, again. ~ record vot e was
po.lled, the I arty canchdate fo~' Bulli , Jack Martin, rece ivmg well over one­
t hird of the .vot es cast. Analysing theresults of th e N.S.\V. elections, th e G.C.
d rew at tention to the large vote for Lang candidates, and also to the fact
t hat where th ere were C.P. candidates and Lang candida tes, th e lat ter polled
much lower votes.

. Our P.ar ty .also recorded outstanding gains in th e tri enni al municipal and
shire e!ectJ?ns m N.S.W. and had muni cipal successes in Queensland, W.A., S.A.
'and Victoria, Th e ~'etu.rn of eightee n Commu nists in N.S .W., includin g one
woman, .and a m ajorrty III the Kearslev Shiro Council, was a very fine a chieve-

I



~ I

ment and has done much to change the course of Local Governm ent in N .S:W.,
more in the direction of serving the majority of the peop le.

I il addition, in N .S.W., we were able to assist in th e return of fifteen
of our United Front friends and many candidates of the Labor Party. ,

During the course of the election carnpaigns united act ion with the rank
and file of the Labor Party reached a very high standard. In areas : wh~r<:
relat ionship between the two \~orking-cla~s parties was good, La~or viotories
were registered. ' But where unity was rejected by th e Labor Party, reactron
in th e main was victoriou s. , -

In many localities in the N.S.W. MUl!icipal elect~ons the Commul1:ist vote
exceeded that of the Labor Party. Tins was particularly marked m Lake
Macquarie, Ksarsley and Central ,I llawarra.. Similar figures were a~fo
recorded in oth er indu stria l areas where practically the whole community
vot ed for th e Party.

Communists were particularly .successful where our ~embers had b~en
working among the people, strugglmg for. Improv ed. condi tion s, and stundiug
courageously for Party and an ti-fa scist' policy, for 11l~lty and act ion.

Already our Councillors and Aldermen .are gettll~g .results: Altho ugh th ey
are faced with tr emendous prob lems, th ey are building unity and drawing
more people into th e strugg le for Victory, Peace and Security . . Kearsley Shire
Coun cil, although restri cted financially , has commenced pl~nnmg playgrou .nds
for children in th e sixteen mining areas. Proposals for housing, town planning,
municipal control of electricity and better tran sport are und er considera t ion.

Our members in all Council s are determllled to ensure -that Local Govern­
meiit plays its full part in providing jo~s , homes and , security ; that th ese
bodies assist in providing for th e' re-establlshment of men an~1 women of ~he
services ' and th at they really serve the people and not private enterpnse.
Commu;lists are proving that th e slogan "no politics" in Councils is " react ionary
politics" and are setting a standard . of work which must inevitably raise the
level of Local Gove rnment. ' ' ,

The va lue of Communists in councils and Pa rliament has been most ably
demon strated by Oomrade Fred Paterson who has shown, both as Alderman and
State Member, how effectively the Communist voice in local and State affairs
can serve the needs of th e people.

Victory Campaign
Th e 13th Congress decided upon a number of programmati c demands for

which th e Central Committee was directed to organise campaigns for fulfilment .
The demands formu lated by the Congress were elaborated during the C.P.A ,­
State Labor Party Amalgamation and were finalised early in 1944.

It was in th is period that the C.C. · inaug urated th e series of Part/
"Planning" campaigns which have culminated in the present highly-successful
"Victory Campaign."

From May 1st to Decemb er 31st a Na tional campaign was conducted to not
only further increase Party memb ership, but also to consolidate tho se gained
duri ng the great 1942 recruiting driv e and also to improve all phases of Party
organisati on and activity. In spite of many weaknesses, reflected in a falling
off in recru iting and a growth of fluctuation during thi s- period , th e campaign
achiev ed a number of successes and helped to connect the Party more firmly
with the mass movem ents of th e people.

This process was furth er developed in the Card Re -Issue Campaign of 1944,
initiated by the C.C. in October' 1943. In this campaign the C.C . ca lled not only
for full discussion in all Branch es of Party policy and the responsibi lities and
advantages of Party membership, bu t also for the formulation of a Branch Pl an
of work for achievement during the months of January, Februarv and March
1944. In this campaign .m~ny successes we~'e achieved, th e out standing one bein~
the adoption of th e principle of State, Distri ct and Branch planning of actis i­
t ies to be 'carried out over a certain period .

Ar~sing frOl~l the success of Branch planning shown during the card R e-issue
Campal&n and 111 order to have the Genera l Party Program explaine d to the
people in th e clearest terms and their support obtained, the C.C. decided in
~"'Iarch 1944 to laun.ch a great Victory Camp aign with the major objectives: -

\ 1. To secure WIdespread popu larisation of and support for the Victory Peace
and Security Program of th e A.C.P. ' '

2. To concreti se, in every locality mod workp lace, the General Program to '
local ~leeds and to develop th e broadest campaign for the implementation
of this local program . '

3. In th e course of thi s activity to establish . the closest relations with
A.L.P. branch es and memb ers who would also be interested in the local
campaign. -

4. To considerab ly extend Pa rty Propaganda act ivity and more rapidly
bring new memb ers into th e Party.

Though weakn esses can be found, nevertheless the victory campaign has
been an outstanding s~ccess. In scores of towns, suburbs and workp laces
throughout Austra lia, local programs based ' on th e General Program have
been prepared, print ed and distr ibuted and Branches are carrying out ~ broad
campaigns for their realisation. .

Of th e many mass campaigns condu cted in this period special mention
~ust be made of th e fine campagin of the S.A. Communists for a reduction
in charges made ~y th e Adelaid e E lectri city Comp any and th e consistent
campaign of th e Victorian Communists against the reactionary policy of the
Dun stan Gov~l'I1ment and for th e urgent needs of the Victorian 'people.

The consistent efforts of th e C.9. to have our branches really get down to
mass work around local ne~ds , to give far more attention to local Government
matters and to . Iay a .solid found ation for Parliamentary election activities
a re at l~s~ bearmg . fru it . This development has ' been main ly responsible for
th e municipal election victo ries gamed in all States.

With the deci~ion of the Fe deral Government to allocate £200,000 000 for
works ~o be canied out now and. when th e war is over , and the establishment
of Region al D~velopn~ent Counei ls WIth. th e responsibility of submitting pro­
posals concerning Regl~na l needs, planning hall entered a new phase. Alread
l,n several States (particularly N.S.W.) th e Party organi sations are 'engaged
m the preparation of a P arty Program for the Region. In Victoria SA d
W.,A., State. J?rograms have been ,prepared. - , . ., an

In a ~I<!ltlOn t? th e produ ction of local, Region al and State Programs over
half a million copies of the Genera l Program were distributed a I .: f
Program pam II t . "SI H ' P . , nc a series 0
<lA PI f. thP ll~ ' sl' ti t~nI s, ,,2

E
t;smg, rivate Enterprise and the Future"

an 01 e. i ig 1 mg 1V an, i very Farm er Well-to-do " "A N D I f '
Wome n," were Issued. ' 1 ew ea or

Party Growth
. . During the first r~lUnd ?f the Vi~tory Campaign over 4,000 new' members
join ed .t he P~rty. WIlllst this figure did not reach th at' aimed for, it represented
a con~mua~ stea dy growth. Although fluctuat ion has been a serious feat ure
of Patty OIgamsatlOr;t and, despite Improv ement, is still too high the absolute
gr owth of the Party IS heartening. ' , '

In 1 93~ th e C.P.A. numbered 2,058 memb ers' by 1936 in four years the
figure had increased to 3,252: Th e two years period from '1936 to 1938 adde d
only 3.7 new members, making a total of 3569 and 'just over 4000 h th
Party w~s declared illegal in Ju ne, 1940. " , w en e
. During th e period of illegality the figures began to jump shar I b ' Ma
1942 reachmg 7,200; by December 1942, 16,000 andMarch 1942 ag;'~xi~atet
"20,000. . In a ~Ittl e 0.ver 22 years. th e membership had grown fiv~ t imes.' c Y

T hIS el.lOu nous influx, combined WIth the temporary loss of lead ' d ·
to the serv ices and war product'0 I . . s or feau mg ca 1es
resulted in a sharp rise in the r~t~'o~ ~~c~~:ti~ne \~i{I~Stl:~~.~~~{~l~h~~ear~~~%~~~~



ship check in Decemb er 1943 revealed not more than 17,049 memb ers an d ?v~n
this figure was prob ably exaggerated. By Decemb er 31st , 1944, th e membership
stood at 22,052 and is increasing at the rate o.f between ?OO' an,d ?OO pel' .m,o:l ~h.

Whilst thi s steady growth is healthy" it .stlll lags behmd existing possibili ties
d can be considerably increased. This IS clearly- demonstrated by tl~~ .~u l­

~f I t by S A of its .recrui tin g quo ta, over-ful filment by three N ,S.W. Di stricts
. anx;Ieflne indi v'idual recrui ting achievements such as that of Co mrade Sl~arry
. (Queensland)-30 members in th ree months ; L . Bloomfield and Don ~awlCn~e

(W.A.) 28 and 20 respect ively , and over 50, oth er memb ers who gamed five
01' mor e new memb ers in Jul y-December period of 1944. ,

Through "Forward" th e "Communist R eview," by let ters t~ . the Party
organisation and oth el: means, the C.C. ~1~S consiste,ntly campaigned for a
bold er better plann ed approach to recruit ing and for the adoption of the
necessary organisational mensures to ensm~ that new memb ers were given the
necessary attention and helped to develop in the Par ty, and tha t an end be p;ut
to .the laxity shown in handling the t ransfer of members from one Party
organisat ion to another. • _ . .
~ Considerable attention was given to thi s problem by -the Cent ra l .Orga~ls~ng

Committee. The system of Group Organisers was initiat ed and,. despi te existing
weaknesses, has brou ght about improvement. Rece:ltly .a decision was tak~n
for the appointment in every Bran ch of a Memb ership Dlrect~r whose ta~k will
be to ensure th at all the needs of th e Bran ch Memb ers are given .att~ntlOn , to
keep the Bran ch records and deal with tr ansfers. Also , th e orgalll?atlOn CO,m­
mittee prepared a complete and improved system of memb ership recording
and method of deal ing with t ran sfers. '.

Western Australia, despite serious cadres difficulties, won. th e awards .for
best State achievement during th e first six months of tl.1e Victory campaign,
N.S.W. gained two mon thly awards whilst other States gamed o~e each. South ~,
Australi a, Victori a and N .S.W. and W.A. (dead-heat) have gamed awards fo~

th e first three months of 1945.

Party Publicity
. There has been a big expansion of Par ty publi city activity since the 13th

Congress. The "T ribune" reappeared . in its present form in J:me 194.3, aJ.ld
app eared as a bi-weekly earl y in 1945. Stat e papers, "GuardIa ~l ," V;ICtona,
"Guardian," Queensland, and "Workers' St ar ," ·Western .Australia, were re­
est abli shed, enlarged and improved both in conte nt .and pres.en tatlO,~I ., .Sout~~
Australia whilst having no State paper, now has special space in th e . 'I ribune ,
for SOUtil Australian news. •The circulation of all papers has rapidly grown
and is limited only by newsprint restri ctions. Th~ "Com~nunist Review" l:a8
been enlarged, improved technic ally and has achieved wlde.spre?d populan~y

amongst non -Party as well as Party memb ers. Of outsta ndin g llnp~rtance In

connection with the "Communist Review" is the fact th at. of 286 arti cles pub ­
lished between April 1943, and Febru ary 1945, 222 were wn~ten by contnbut?rs
within Australia, and 64 outside Australia. Of the 222 contributed by Australian
writers, 181 were on national matters and 41 on intsrn ntionnl and other
subj ects. , .

In th e period from April 1st, 1943 to Mar ch 31st, 1945, w~ Issued 76 books
and pamphlets, 56 published by th e 9.C. and 2~ .by StateswI~h a total ClI'C~­

lation of approximately 1,380,000 copies. In addition, 9,000 copies of the SI~Ol t

History and 1,000 Problems of Leninism as well .as a large nu~ber of publica­
tions comprising, the form er Anvil Sto cks and imported politi cal ~vorks were
sold .. Of the books and pamphlets produced here, 42 were by Australian aut hors
and th e remainder reprints. ' . , . '

Considerable ad vances were made in th e use of radio and In ot.her forms
of oral propaganda (mass ralli es, hall and cottage and workplace meetings, etc.) ,

'r'

Out standing success' has been achieved through organi sed prop aganda tours,
th e outlines of Party policy by our prop agandists being ent husiastically received
in town and country areas throughout the Commonwealth , .

In other phases of publicitv. .such as th e issue of leaflets and bull etin s,
" posters, letters to the 'press and' press ad vertising, hoarding ' displays and

participation in anniversary and other mass .demonstrations, the work has been
good , both qual ita tiv ely and quantitatively. :

Party Education' ,
The increased interest in and dev elopment of Party t raining noted at the

13th Congress has been maintain ed and has received improved central co­
ordination and guid ance. At the time of th e 13th Congress, Sydney Marx
School had not long beep established and , new plans for branch educa tion
had only just , been put into effect. Since then Marx Schools ha ve become
firmly consolidated in severa l States and some N .S.W. districts and branch
education has improved considerably.

Marx School , Sydney, has ' more th an '1,000 individual memb ers and
conducts evening classes, week-end and for tnightly schools and theoretical
lectures every Sunday night. Sunday night lectures attract an average attend­
ance of 150 to 200. Evening classes, are at tended regularly by about the same
number. The subje ct matter of the se classes is vari ed, covering a wide range
including th e basic works of Marxism and local th eoreti cal and organisational
problems. . ' . , <,

, At the time of the 13th Congress evening classes on six or seven subjects
were conducted and th e total attend an ce was ab out 30 to 40 students a week.
Subjects now included number 32. New courses on Music, Art, Literature and
Science add further interest to th e curri culum.

Branch 'educat ion has received much attention, a large number of bran ches
holding .olasses on th e recommended' material.

The problem of improving attend ance of students and ' quality of tu tors is
being slowly overcome by special attention to tut ors and educat ion cadres.
Con cert s have been organised successfully by Marx School. ,

The combination of artistic and political act ivity is being well received.
Since th e 13th Congress the Central Education Committee has been able

to assist.in developing educat ion in country districts in N .s .W.
Tutors and speakers have been sent at various tim es to -Lithgow, Newcastle,

Cessnock , West Maitland, Wollongong and Broken Hill for theoretical
lectures, one-day schools or more extended courses. '

In thi s connection special mention must be made of the fine efforts of the
South Coast Distri ct which since the 13th Congress has done particularly well
in specialised schooling. These have been "instrumental, in developing some

. good local cadres and will be continued at three monthly , intervals in future.
Good work has also been carried .out by r Huntsr Valley and Newcastle Marx
Schools. .

Victori a ' has established a central educationa l institution. Difficulti es
were caused by th e lack of premises, but the se , hav e now been obtained.
Melbourne Marx School has about 300 members. Sunday night lecture
attendances fell off but have now considerably improved. Central classes
have . become stabilised with st eady attendan ces. The Central Education
Committee arranged for a tutor to conduct two schools which had some
success and the experience gained should be valuable for future schools
in the State. In Tasmania, occasional classes only are being held no suitable
tutors being available. R ecently week and week-end schools' have been
organised with tutors from Victoria,

Queensland had a very satisfactory school conducte d by a tutor from the
Central Education Committee, and held in addit ion a number of other extended
courses. . .



Many schools have been held in Brisbane, others h~ve covered Townsville,
Cairns, Rockhampton, Ip swich, Toowoomba, Mary~o~ough. .

Branch education in Brisbane and other centres IS improvmg. .
South Australia has received -two visits from a member of ~he Cen~ral

Education Committee. A number /of successful schools were held III 4delal.de ,
and one in Whyalla.Cadres difficulties have tended to retard Pa~·ty educatIOn
in South Australia, but since th ese visits there has been marked Im~rovement.
Most branches have classes on Study Course . 1 or 2, and five 01' SIX Central
classes have been established to cater for more advanced students. Week-end
schools are also held with some degree of success. .

A weakness is that attendance is still low, approximately 20 pel' cent. to 25
.per cent. of bran ch membership, but this is considerably higher th an previou s
level. . . .

In W.A. some att empt is made for regular, organised educat ion at Perth
centre and in Fremantle and other suburbs with moderate effect.

Arts and Sciences
The Central Arts and Sciences Committee which was established after the

13th National Congress was charged with the responsibility of raising the
artistic-cultural content ~f propaganda and mass work, and of developing Party ,
organisation and activity among arti sts, scientists, doctors and other profes-
sional people. ' . .

The efforts of the Arts and Sciences Committee have been attended by no
mean measure of success. Many artists, doctors and scientists in agriculture,
chemistry, industry and other fields have entered the Party and have carried
out valuable work. Evidence was presented to the N .S.W: Bread Enquiry,
th e Joint Parliamentary Committee of Social Security established by the
Fed eral Government and the .Birt hrate Enquiry.

The Medical Committee of the Party has, made a number of important
statements ; among the se was a statement on malaria which contained a demand
for a biological survey of Australian mosquitoes, of the malarial genera, and
other steps to be tak en to prevent this disease becoming endemic in this
country. Thi s statement excited considerable official int erest and has been
accepted by the authorities. •

Success is also recorded in the field of industrial health. Specialist advi ce
has been given to unions and shop committees and a programme .read by
Comrade 'O'Donnell was unanimously endorsed by the Newcastle Industrial
Health Conference. Pi.. similar paper containing some programmatic material
read by Comrade John Callaghan, Master of Science at the Kolling In stitute
of Medi cal Research, Royal North Shore Hospital, was unanimously endor sed
by a similar conference in Wollongong.

'Many workers at meetings organised iii N.S.W. by Unions and shop
committees have heard the Party medical policy, particularly applied to T.B:,
in association with speakers from the Anti-T.B. Appeal. We hav e been
instrumental in raising hundreds of pounds for this Appeal in joint activity with
the Association. ~ -
• Authoritative works in medici~e and science by Communists and others
associated with the Arts and Sciences Committee, have appeared in leading
scientific and technical journals. .

Here, in the field of literature and graphic art, one may mention specifically
the work of such members of our Party as V. O'Connor, Noel Counihan; George
Farwell, Katherine Susannah Prichard, William Hatfield, Dr. H. 1. Jen sen and
manw others. . . ,

An important event in this connection ' was the 'republicat ion of Earl
Browder 's "Communism and Literature" which provoked a wide interest
and clarified many issues for writers outside the 'ranks of the working class
movement. In addition ' a series of Party Cultural Conferences for the

. classification of theory (Marxi sm and Art, Etc.) were held .in' Sydney.
'" .

. Co-opera tion with many bodies has been achieved . We may record with ,
pride that our members have participat ed in such organisation s as the Council

.r0r the EncOl.lrag~ment of Music and the Arts, People's Cultural Council, and
many Art, SCientific and Lit erary Societies. .

Similar activity is now well under way m Queensland and Vict~ria and
should soon develop in other States.

Activity Among Women
TI~e need to. turn to mas,s work was discussed by the C.C. Women's

Comnuttee followmg the 13th. National Congress and the 1943 Conference for
~vork . am~ng women, held in N .S.W. Such a turn was developing, parti cularly'
III YICtona . and .Queen~land . In Victoria , the Party Committee organised a
senes o~ dl,SCUSSIO~S .wlth Executive m~mbers of. the Red Cross, Y.vV.C .A.,
Hous~w1Ves Association , Pre-school Child Committee, etc., and in the same
year , m Queensland , a Party member was elected one of the organisers of the
Q'ueens!and Stat e Conference called by th e National Coun cil of Women. Th e
Au~trahan Women's ~~mference for Vic.tory in War and Victory in Peace, in
which the Party,Partlclpated, was held III November 1943. We regard this as
one of the .most Important steps yet taken in an effort to co-ordinate the work
of. Au.strahan women'~ organisations nation ally. Th e Communi st Par ty in
Victoria, South Australi a and the Central Committee 'Nomen's Committee sent
represe~tatlves and ~ater the Party became 'a signatory to the Australian
WomeJ?- s Charter which was endorsed by the Conference. Charte r Committees
have since been formed in the majority of Stat es.

T!le C.C. Women's Committee has given attention, each year to the In­
t~rnatIOnal Women'.s Day celebra tions which in 1943 and 1944 reacilCd a much
h.lgher level.of .acluevement than previou sly. 1.W.D. is now recognised as a
tune for .revJewlllg the ~tatus of women and the struggle 'for equal right s and
opportunity by the mam women's organisation s throughout Australia.

The Committee has taken part in the majority of campaigns in which the
Party has. been activ~-givin.g special at tention to child-care, mat ernal welfare
and the birthrate, SOCIal services, aml,lower paid wage groups.

Queensland! Victoria, South Austr alia and N .S.W. held conferences on w~rk
among women III .1943. The Central Committee organised its Second Nat ional
Conference for wor~ among women in 1944. Th ese Conferences have played
~n important part III givmg the Party memb ership an understandin g of the
Importanc~ .and methods of work among women. Conference resolutions have
been ~tudled by all leading Party Committees and used as class material in
Victoria and N.S.W,

. In. addition to the Central Women's Com~ittee , Women's Committees i~
VIC~ona, Queensland, South Australia and West Australia have been established

. during the past three years. In all sta tes these Committees have gained
knowledge .of !Ion-Party. Women's organisations, tr ends, aims, objectives and
th.eu· ~onstltutlOn s, and m some cases,' common action is the result. In 1944,
VICtO~'Ia was able to tell us that ~art{' influence and activity was profoundly
affe~tmg the work of other orgauisations 'who accept our policy on its own
merit.

.Articles have been organised consistently for the "Review" "Forward ,.
"Tribune " d "1' " "A N D I f lXT ' ,. ,an regress. . ew e~ or n omen" tak es its place as No.4
m the A.C.P. Pr~gr!!,mme serres. Special talk s of int erest to women are now
he~rd over the all' mN.S.W., West Australia, Victoria and South . Australia
wIllI;, a numb er of leaflets, and other publicity mat erial have been issued. '

I he Central W0J?-l~n s Committee has been officially r epresented on
two Govern~ent enqull'les-Bre~d , and V.D. Broad casting . .

In 1944 It presented the King George Hospital for Mothers and Babies
with .£250 collected by members of the A.C.P. for this purpose. '
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In thi s period "members "of th~ Committea. visited Queensland (twic e),
Victoria andSouth Austr alia , and assisted in th e development of Stat e ,orgamsa­
tion and activity.

Central Organisation Committee
The Central OrganisatiOl~ C~mmittee has given ~ttention to th,e main '

organisational probl ems confronting th e P arty. It organised aJ.ld supervised .the
Party camp aigns from 1943 to the second round of the VICtory Campaign,
1945. ' " I I I tl
' Main attention was given to Party ma ss campaigning, growt 1 ane . ie

• establishment of th at form of Party organi sation that ensures not only th.e
holding of new memb ers, but also th e consolidation and developm~nt. ,.In thi s
regard the camp aign . for group organi sers, and. latterly, memb ership ehr~c.t!?rs,

plus memb ership recording syste ms has contributed materially .to s~ab I1 1sl ~lg

Party organisation. For the first tim e. Party sta tistics, despite difficulti es
created by wartime mov ement, are essentially cOl:rec~. . "

Proposals for change s in Branch, Zone and District organi sation for var~ot1S
State s have been considered, distortions corre cted and ' recomm endations
made to, and in all cases endorsed by th e Central Committee. .

Th e Central Organisational Journal of the C.C., "Forward," und er th e
editorship of L . /Donuld, dev eloped from the previous "Party' Builder " and ,
as the volume of correspond ence now received shows, play s a \'I tal part_in
the day-to-day mass work of the Party.
. On the ini tia ti ve of the Organisation Committee, a series of pamphlets ­

have been issued. These include : "Bran ch Organisation and Work"; "Branch
Organi sation and Work" (revised ' edition) ; "Hints ' on Public Speakin g" ;
"Conducting an Election Campaign," "Party Activity and Finance"; "H ow to
Study '" "Work Amon g Wom en"; "How ' to Win Rural Workers and Farmers .::
to th e 6 .1'."; . "Outline for Work with Municipal and Shire Councils," "H ow to"
be a Good Tutor" ; "How to Win El ections" (revised, enlarged and brought
up-to-date); "How to Organi se the Victory Campaign'"; •"Let's T alk Abou t

.P ublieity ." •
Since the 13th Congress a number of Organi sing and Propaganda visits

have been mad e by Party Leaders to all States and to N .S.W. Country
Centres. These visits have assisted mat erially in raising the level of political
and organi sational consciousness and activity throughout' the Party and in
making Party policy better known to large numbers of Australian people,

C.I.' Dissolution
In June, 1943, the C.C. 'received the proposal of the E.C.C.I. that the

Communist International should be dissolved .
A full meeting of th e Political Committee decided to cable th e .'<?I.

Headquarters (Moscow): "Dimitrov, Secretary, COfJ.lintern, Mo s.cow: Political
Committee Australian Party endorses ' proposals dissolve Commtern . Party
organisations directed discuss and vot e on recomm endation-, We believe decision
will result ' strengthening Australian anti-Fascist -. front . Are urgmg further
greater war effort, mor e blows at enemy, establishm ent united front all
workers' organisations. Mil es, Secretary,l.Comparty, Australia."

The sam e meeting adopted a resolution to be put before all Party organi -
sations : ,

"T he Political Committee of the Communist Party of Australia has decided
to endorse the propo sals for th e dissolution of the Communist International
and to recommend it s acceptance by all Party organisations.

"In view of great difficulties involved in reconvening th e Party 'Congress
it was also decided tha t all Party Branches and Committees discuss and vote
on the C.l. propo sals at their next meeting.

I,

"The basis for discussion will be the statement of the Comintern publi shed
, in this issue of the fI'ribune, , ' , .

~ "N.S.W. Counti·y Branches will forward ' th eir decisions to th e Central
Committee. Other Bran ches will inform th e District Committee of their
decision."

The result of the voting, reported to the subsequent C.C. meeting was
not only unanimous approval of the step propo sed, but also included a number
of declarations that, now th e Australian and oth er Pm1ties had reached full
maturity , mor e responsibility would be und ertaken to justify the new sta turr
that our Party had at tained. .

Thi s campaign assisted mat erially in developing, politically and organi sa­
tion ally ; all Party Branches and Committees.

Acting on a special 'resolution from the 13th Congress, the C.C. developed
a na tional eampaigll for th e restoration of th e P arty prop erty seized by the
Me nzies reactio n in 1940. .

Following th e considerable pressure from Unions, A.L.P. Branches, public
meetings and oth er form s of demo cratic opinion, th e Federal Government
reached a satisfaptory agreement with the Party regarding restoration of tho se
assets seizecl. ' .

Central Agrarian Committee
Th e work of the Agrari an Department has been hampered due to th e

loss of cadres. Also in the earli er period it s main attention was taken up
with attention to th e probl ems of Country Branches. With th e development
of Party organisation in N.S.W. expressed in th e formation of the Riverin a,
Central Western and North Coast and T ableland s District Committees, and th e
extension of Sout h Coast , Newcastle and Hunter River boundaries, it becam e

' possible to reorgani se the work of th e Central Agrarian Committee. Since
thi s organisation National contact has improved. Programs for various sections
of the farming population have appeared 01' are in course of preparation the
Committee has conta ct with farm ers within N .S.W. State ..Agrarian Committees
and with memb ers throughout the Commonwealth who are in contact with
farmers and farm ers' probl ems.

y9uth Activity
Youth organisation and activity reached it s lowest point in 1941 . However,

toward the end of that year there was a revival and progress ' cont inued
during 1942. ' Th e 13th Congress resolution drew attention to this development.
. "The ''1ar period has witn essed 'a growth of youth .organisations in all

States, in trade union s, 'factories and locali ties, All sect ions of th e labor
movem ent should assist to unify and greatly extend thi s mov ement. The
Communist Party, while in no way infringing the ind ependener, of these
organis~tions, declares it s SUPPQI;t for th em and it s readiness to give assistance
for then' fur ther developm ent. . '

"Collaboration has tak en place between the youth of the labor movement
~nd oth~r youth bodi es. Th ese united actions of t!1C yo ung generation,
irresp oetiv., of Party 01' denomination, point the way to winnin g, the whole
young generation to the na tion al front for Victory." .

Under the leadership of Cde.Miles, grea t , improvement has taken place
in Party attention to the probl ems I and ' organi sations of the youth . Th e
practice of takin g away youth cadres, or "beheading the vouth" has been
largely over?om e, and today th e great majority of 0\11' young memb ers are
fulfillmg their duty to the youth of Australia:

~n thi s period the Party has given utmost support to the State, national
and international movements of th e youth.
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Party Finance
Since the 13th Congress t he C .C. has given a great deal of at tention to

t he P arty finan ces, not only from th e viewpoint of C.C . income, bu t also to
ensure th at a ll P arty organi sations were aware not only of centra l liabil it ies,
but a lso of the need to ensure a regular income in order to develop their own
mass work .

Though weaknesses were shown in the earlier period the Central Finan ce
Co mmit tee has now become a central organ of nati onal finan ce activi ties. In
t he period under review much has been done by t he Central F ina nce Commit tee
to estab lish budgeting as a national pro cedure, th us imp roving t he income of a ll
P arty organi sations and st imulating t he dri ve for regu lar contribut ions for
P ar ty fund s from all sup porte rs.

Campaigns conduct ed for 100 per cent. dues payment have met with rea l
success, and although th ere -is st ill laxity, it can be claim ed th at t he great
majority of our members are today 100 per cent . finan cia l.

E merg ing from illegali ty , and faced with grea t finan cial problems in
re-establishing t he P ar ty apparatus, the C.C . decided to impose a levy on all
memb ers according to earn ings . This drive, super vised by t he C.C. Finance
Committee, was extreme ly success ful, a ll quotas being fulfilled by over
90 per cent. •

The Committee has also ' made a valuable contribution to P ar ty efficiency
by dev ising and introducing on a national sca le a un iform book-keeping
system . "H ow to Organi se Finan ce" an d anot her pamphlet on finan ce act ivity
short ly to be pro duced arose from th e activity of t he Finan ce Committee. The
balan ce sheet presented to. Congress shows th e finan cial t ransac t ions of t he
C.C. between the 13th and 14th Congresses.

Central Headquarters
An event 'of national imp ortance was the establishment of th e Cen tral

Headqu arters of t he P ar ty in a modern four-storey building in Sydney . The
new bu ildin g no t on ly gives great er efficiency. at less cost t ha n th e scatte red
offices of the Cent ra l Committee entailed, bu t also results in a conside rab le
ra ising of t he prest ige of the Party .

This report would be incomplete if ' it did .riot pay tribute to the 600 odd
P arty members and non-Party friend s who gave th eir services afte r finish ing
their day 's work, to make our Central H eadquart ers what they are today.
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