























ment and has done much to change the course of Liocal Government in N.S.W.,
more in the direction of serving the majority of the people.

Tn addition, in N.S.W., we were able to assist in the return of fiftecn
of our United Front friends and many candidates of the Labor Party.

During the course of the election tampaigns united action with the rank
and file of the Labor Party reached a_ very high standard. In areas where
relationship between the two working-class parties was good, Lat\)or vietories
were registered. . But where unity was rejected by the Labor Party, reaction
i in was victorious. . : :

7 thI?l r;;i;ny localities in the N.S.W. Municipal elections the Communist vote
exceeded that of the Labor Party. This was particularly marked in Lake
Macquarie, Kearsley and Central Illawarra. Similar figures were also
recorded in other industrial areas where practically the whole community
voted for the Party.

Communists were particularly successful where our fqembers had been
working among the people, struggling for improved conditions, and standlqg
courageously for Party and anti-fascist policy, for unity and action.

Already our Councillors and Aldermen .are getting results. Althoggh they
are faced with tremendous problems, they are building unity and  drawing
more people into the struggle for Victory, Peace and Security. Kearsley Shire
Council, although restricted financially, has commenced planning playgrounds
for children in the sixteen mining areas. Proposals for housing, town planning,
municipal control of electricity and better transport are under consideration,

Our members in all Councils are determined to ensure that Local Govern-
ment plays its full part in providing jobs, homes and security; that these
bodies  assist in providing for the re-establishment of men and women of the
services; and that they really serve the people anfl not p!‘wz_lte enterprise.
Communists are proving that the slogan “no politics” in Counecils is “reactionary
politics” and are setting a standard of work which must inevitably raise the
level of Local Government. : S0

The value of Communists in councils and Parliament has been most ably
demonstrated by Comrade Fred Paterson who has shown, both as Alderman and

" State Member, how effectively the Communist voice in local and State affairs

can serve the needs of the people.
Victory Campaign

The 13th Congress decided upon a number of programmatic demands for
which the Central Committee was directed to organise campaigns for fulfilment.
The demands formulated by the Congress were elaborated during the C.P.A.—
State Labor Party Amalgamation and were finalised early in 1944, -

Tt was in this period that the C.C. inaugurated the series of Party
“Planning” campaigns which have culminated in the present highly-successful
“Victory Campaign.” .

From May 1st to December 31st a National campaign was conducted to not
only further increase Party membership, but also to consolidate those gained
during the great 1942 recruiting drive and also to improve all phases of Party
organisation and activity. In spite of many weaknesses, reflected in a falling
off in recruiting and a growth of fluctuation during this period, the campaign
achieved a number of successes and helped to connect the Party more firmly
with the mass movements of the people. ;

This process was further developed in the Card Re-Issue Campaign of 1944,
initiated by the C.C. in October 1943. In this campaign the C.C. called not only
for full discussion in all Branches of Party policy and the responsibilities and
advantages of Party membership, but also for the formulation of a Branch Plan
of work for achievement during the months of January, February and March,
1944, In this campaign many successes were achieved, the outstanding one being
the adoption of the principle of State, District and Branch planning of activi-
ties to be carried out over a certain period.
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Arising from the success of Branch planning shown during the card Re-issue
campaign and in order to have the General Party Program explained to the
people in the clearest terms and their support obtained, the C.C. decided in

- March 1944 to laun_ch a great Victory Campaign with the major objectives:—
1. To secure widespread popularisation of and support for the Victory, Peace
5 and Security Program of the A.C.P. i

of this local program.

3. In the course of this activity to establish the closest relations with
A.L.P. branches and members who would also be interested in the local
campaign.

4. To considerably extend Party Propaganda activity and more rapidly
bring new members into the Party.

Though weaknesses can be found, nevertheless the victory campaign has
been an outstanding success. In scores of towns, suburbs and workplaces
throughout Australia, local programs based’on the General Program, have
been prepared, printed and distributed and Branches are carrying out broad
campaigns for their realisation. . . 3

Of the many mass campaigns conducted in this period special mention
must be made of the fine campagin of the S.A. Communists for a reduction
in charges made by the Adelaide Electricity Company and the consistent
campaign of the Victorian Communists against the reactionary policy of the
Dunstan Government and for the urgent needs of the Vietorian ‘people.

The consistent efforts of the C.C. to have our branches really get down to
mass work around local needs, to give far more attention to local Government
matters and to lay a solid foundation for Parliamentary election activities
are at last bearing fruit. This development has been mainly responsible for
the r}lunlclpal election victories gained in all States.

With the decision of the Federal Government to allocate £200,000,000 for
works to be carried owt now and when the war is over, and the establ’ishment
of Regional Development Councils with the responsibility of submitting pro-
posals concerning Regional needs, planning has entered a new phase. Already
1'1111 ts}everal Statgs (p?rtl%llatrlyPN.S.W.)fthehParty organisations are engaged
in the preparation of a Par rogram for t egion, ictori
W,A.I, Stethg Programs have geen pgrepared. R e B el

n addition to the production of local, Regional an : rogra.
half a million copies of the General Program \\gere distri(%)ust?:itearlildoim;;segvs;
}‘311;0%111:11 fgfuﬁphlrfy_csl:t.“Sh%Ins, H‘(‘)Esing, FPrivate Enterprise ax’ld the Future,”

+ the Fighting Man,” “Ever ‘mer -to-do,”? “
‘Women,” were issugd. : > Jpharmer P olstoidd: : aiplomDoal-for

Party Growth

s Duying the first round of the Victory Campaign over 4,000 new members
joined 'the Pgrty. Whilst this figure did not reach that aimed for, it represented
2}‘ cggﬁnugl stqadgg grow(tlh.d Although fluctuation has been a serious feature

arty organisation and, despite improvement, is still t i ]
growIth of the Party is heartening. : il . RElteaeNy

n 1932 the C.P.A. numbered 2,058 members; by 1 i

4 ! s; by 1936, in four years, th

figure had increased to 3,252. 'The two years period from 1936 to 1338 addecei
only 3.7 new members, making a total of 3,569, and just over 4,000 when the
Party was declared illegal in June, 1940, :

During the period of illegality the figures be j
- : gan to jump sharply, by
1942 reaching 7,200; by December 1942, 16,000 and: Margh 1842 agp};'oxi‘;n;\tiig
20,000. In a little over 21 years_the membership had grown ﬁvé times

This enormous influx, combined with the temporary loss of Ieadin'g cadres
1‘:0 tllle Se_rvxces and war production, plus, in some cases, indiseriminate recruiting
zesulted in a sharp rise in the rate of fluctuation with the result that a membere

To concretise, in every locality and workplace, the General Program to"
local needs and to develop the broadest campaign for the implementation -
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ship check in December 1943 revealed not more than 17,049 members and even
this figure was probably exaggerated. By December 3lst, 1944, the membership
stood at 22,052 and is increasing at the rate of between 500 and 600 per month.

Whilst this steady growth is healthy, it still lags behind existing possibilities
and can be considerably increased. This is clearlysdemonstrated by the ful-
filment by S.A. of its.recruiting quota, over-fulfilment by three N.S.W. Districts
and fine individual recruiting achievements such as that of Comrade Sharry
(Queensland)—30 members in three months; L. Bloomfield and Don Lawrence
(W.A.) 28 and 20 respectively, and over 50 other members who gained five
or more new members in July-December period of 1944.

Through “Forward,” the “Communist Review,” by letters to .the Party
organisation and other means, the C.C. has consistently campaigned for a
bolder, better planned approach to recruiting and for the adoption of the
necessary organisational measures to ensure that new members were given the
necessary attention and helped to develop in the Party, and that an end be put
to the laxity shown in handling the transfer of members from one Party
organisation to another. ; ) :

Considerable attention was given to this problem by the Central Organising
Committee. The system of Group Organisers was initiated and, despite existing
weaknesses, has brought about improvement. Recently a decision was taken
for the appointment in every Branch of a Membership Director whose task wilk
be to ensure that all the needs of the Branch Members are given attention, to
keep the Branch records and deal with transfers. Also the organisation Com-
mittee prepared a complete and improved system of membership recording
and method of dealing with transfers.

Western Australia, despite serious cadres difficulties, won the awards for
best State achievement during the first six months of the Victory campaign,
N.S.W. gained two monthly awards whilst other States gained one each. South

Australia, Victoria and N.S.W. and W.A. (dead-heat) have gained awards for

the first three months of 1945. :

Party Publicity

. There has been a big expansion of Party publicity activity since the 13th
Congress. The “Tribune” reappeared in its present form in June 1943, and
appeared as a bi-weekly early in 1945. State papers, “Guardian,” Victoria,
“Guardian,” Queensland, and “Workers’ Star,” Western Australia, were re-
established, enlarged and improved both in content and presentation. South
Australia, whilst having no State paper, now has special space in the “Tribune”
for South Australian news. «The circulation of all papers has rapidly grown
and is limited only by newsprint restrictions. The “Communist Review” hag
been enlarged, improved technically and has achieved widespread popularity
amongst non-Party as well as Party members. Of outstanding importance in
connection with the “Communist Review” is the fact that of 286 articles pub-
lished between April 1943, and February 1945, 222 were written by contributors
within Australia, and 64 outside Australia. Of the 222 contributed by Australian
writers, 181 were on national matters and 41 on international and other
subjects.

In the period from April 1st, 1943 to March 81st, 1945, we issued 76 books
and pamphlets, 56 published by the C.C. and 20 by States with a total circu-
lation of approximately 1,380,000 copies. In addition, 9,000 copies of the Short
History and 1,000 Problems of Leninism as well as a large number of publica-
tions comprising the former Anvil Stocks and imported political works were
sold.. Of the books and pamphlets produced here, 42 were by Australian authors
and the remainder reprints. -

Considerable advances were made in the use of radio and in other forms
of oral propaganda (mass rallies, hall and cottage and workplace meetings, ete.).

Outstanding success has been achieved through organised propaganda tours,
the outlines of Party policy by our propagandists being enthusiastically received
in town and country areas throughout the Commonwealth,

In other phases of publicity, such as the issue of leaflets and bulletins,

~\posters, letters to the press and’ press advertising, hoarding displays and
participation in anniversary and other mass demonstrations, the work has been
good, both qualitatively and quantitatively,

P_ar‘l‘Y Education

The increased interest in and development of Party training noted at the
13th Congress has been maintained and has received improved central co-
ordination and guidance. At the time of the 13th Congress, Sydney Marx
School haql not long been established and new plans for branch education
had only just_been put into effect. Since then Marx Schools have become
firmly _consolidated in several States and some N.S.W. districts and branch
education has improved considerably. ¢

Marx School, Sydney, has more than 1,000 individual members and
conducts evening classqs, week-end and fortnightly schools and theoretical
lectures every Sunday night. Sunday night lectures attract an average attend-
ance of 150 to 200. Evening classes are attended regularly by about the same
pul{lbe.r. The subject matter of these classes is varied, covering a wide range
;)1;((:) 1;11(21;112 the basic Works of Marxism and local theoretical and organisational

At the time of the 13th Congress evening classes on six or seven subjects
were conducted and the total attendance was about 30 to 40 students a week,
S‘ubjects now included number 32. New courses on Music, Art, Literature and
Science add further interest to the curriculum. ) . <

Branch education has received much attention, a large number of branches
hold%[l‘l}% ,class};els on ffhge recommended material.

: e problem of improving attendance of students and’ quali 'S 1
being slowly overcome by special attention to tutors andq edut(?;t(i)énmct;éielsg
Concerts have. begn organised successfully by Marx School. :

The combination of artistic and political activity is being well received

Sl_ncq the 13th Congress the Central Education Committee has been ablé
to as'Is‘lsz.m de\éelopirll{g edlucation in country districts in N.S.W.

utors and speakers have been sent at various times to-Litheow, N ;
Cessnock, West Maitland, Wollongong and Broken Hill %or 3 alzgfeatsifi:l,
lecttires,hone—day schools or more extended courses,

n this connection special mention must be made of the fine effor
South Coast District which since the 13th Congress has done particulzta,srl;fvsgﬁ
in specialised schooling. These have been “instrumental in developing some
good local cadres and will be continued at three monthly intervals in future
g;:%%% I;vork has also been carried out by Hunter Valley and Newecastle Marx

Victoria has established a central educational instituti i i
were caused by the lack of premises, but these . have nO\x?nl':)eenDéflf)itc;illf(lae:is
Melbourne Marx School has about 300 members. Sunday night lecture
attendances fell off but have now considerably improved. Cen?ral classes
have become stabilised with steady attendances. The Central Education
Committee arranged for a tutor to conduct two schools which had some
success and the experience gained should be valuable for future schools
in the State. In Tasmania, occasional classes only are being held, no suifable
tutors being available. Recently week and week-end schools” have been

_organised with tutors from Victoria.
Queensland had a very satisfactory school conducted by a tutor from the

CRntral : ! J o
e L?rs?é : Educatlon Comnmittee, and held in addition a number of other extended



Many schools have been held in Brisbane, others have covered Townsville,
Cairns, Rockhampten, Ipswich; T oowoomba, Maryb.or.ough. ;

Branch education in Brisbane and other centres 18 1mpro;)nng. Gl e

South Australia has received two visits from a member of the S
TBducation Committee. A number of successful schools were held in % e 9101_ e,
and one in Whyalla. Cadres difficulties have tended to retar)d Party ? uca 10;1
in South Australia, but since these visits there has been marked 1mp‘10vemer‘1 :
Most branches have classes on Study Course 1 or 2, and five or Slecintlad
classes have been established to &ater forfmore advanced students. Week-en

e also held with some degree oI success.

Schogswilaekx?ess is that attendance is still low, approxxmately 20 per cent. to 25‘
per cent. of branch membership, but this is considerably higher than previous
leVEIin W.A. some attempt is made for 1'egul_a1', organised _education at Perth
centre and in Fremantle and other suburbs with moderate effect.

Arts and Sciences

ral Arts and Sciences Committee which was e_s_tabhshed ‘after the
13tthl:IZt(ijcf§;1 Congress, was charged with the responsibility  of raising t}le
artistic-cultural content of propaganda and mass work, and of developing E",alty
organisation and activity among artists, scientists, doctors and other profes-
1 eople. :
sxom}llhpe e%orts of the Arts and Sciences Committee have been a{;tende(_i by no
mean measure of success. Many artists, doctors and scientists In agrlcultl‘l_re,
chemistry, industry and other fields have entered the Party and have carried
out valuable work. Evidence was presented to the N.S.W. Bread Enquiry,
the Joint Parliamentary Committee of Social Security established by the
Federal Government and the Birthrate Enquiry. :

The Medical Committee of the Party has made a number of important
statements; among these was a statement on malaria which contqmed a demand
for a biological survey of Australian mosquitoes, of the _malamal genera, anfl
other steps to be taken to prevent this disease t_)ecommg endemic in this
country. This statement excited considerable official interest and has been
accepted by the authorities. o -

IS)ucces: is also recorded in the field of industrial health. Spechlahst advice
has been given to unions and shop committees and a programine .read by
Comrade O’Donnell was unanimously endqrs_ed by the Newcastle Industrial
Health Conference. A similar paper containing some programmatic mat_erlal
read by Comrade John Callaghan, Master of Science at the Kolling Institute
of Medical Research, Royal North Shore Hospital, was unanimously endorsed
by a similar conference in Wollongong. e

y Many workers at meetings organised in N.S.W. by Unions and shop
committees have heard the Party medical policy, particularly applied to T.B:,
in association with speakers from the Anti-T.B. Appeal. We h?,v.e been
instrumental in raising hundreds of pounds for this Appeal in joint activity with
the Association.

Authoritative works in medicine and science by Communists and oth_ers
associated with the Arts and Sciences Committee, have appeared in leading
gscientific and technical journals. . g

Here, in the field of literature and graphic art, one may mention specifically
the work of such members of our Party as V. O’Connor, Noel Counihan, George
Farwell, Katherine Susannah Prichard, William Hatfield, Dr. H. I. Jensen and
many others. e

An important event in this connection was the republication of Earl
Browder’s “Communism and Literature” which provoked a wide interest
and clarified many issues for writers outside the ranks of the working class
movement. In addition a series of Party Cultural Conferences for the
classification of theory (Marxism and Art, Etc.) were held in Sydney.

=

Co-operation with many bodies has been achieved. We may record with
pride that our members have participated in such organisations as the Council
for the Encouragement of Music and the Atts, People’s Cultural Council, and
many Art, Scientific and Literary Societies.

Similar activity is now well under way in Queensland and Victoria and
should soon develop in other States.

Activity Among Women

The need to turn to mass work was discussed by the C.C. Women’s
Committee following the 13th National Congress and the 1943 Conference for,
work among women, held in N.S.W. Such a turn was developing, particularly
in Victoria and Queensland. In Victoria, the Party Committee organised a
series of discussions with Executive members of the Red Cross, Y.W.C.A,
Housewives’ Association, Pre-school Child Committee, etc., and in the same
year, in Queensland, a Party member was elected one of the organisers of the
Queensland State Conference called by the National Council of Women. The
Australian Women’s Conference for Victory in War and Victory in Peace, in
which the Party participated, was held in November 1943. We regard this as
one of the most important steps yet taken i an effort to ¢o-ordinate the work
of Australian women’s organisations nationally. The Communist Party in
Victoria, South Australia and the Central Committee Women’s Committee sent
representatives and later the Party became a signatory to the Australian
Women’s Charter which was endorsed by the Conference. Charter Committees
have since been formed in the majority of States.

The C.C. Women’s Committee has given attention, each year, to the In-
ternational Women’s Day celebrations which in 1943 and 1944 reached a much
higher level of achievement than previously. I.W.D. is now recognised as a
time for reviewing the status of women and the struggle for equal rights and
opportunity by the main women’s organisations throughout Australia.

The Committee has taken part in the majority of campaigns in which the
Party has been active—giving special attention to child-care, maternal welfare
and the birthrate, social services, and lower paid wage groups.

Queensland, Victoria, South Australia and N.S.W. held conferences on work
among women in 1943. The Central €ommittee organised its Second National
Con_ference for work among women in 1944, These Conferences have played
an important part in giving the Party membership an understanding of the
importance and methods of work among women, Conference resolutions have
been studied by all leading Party Committees and used as class material in
Victoria and N.S.W. :

In addition to the Central Women’s Committee, Women’s Committees in
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and West Australia have been established
during the past three years. In all states these Committees have gained

* knowledge of non-Party Women’s organisations, trends, aims, objectives and

their constitutions, and in some cases, common action is the result. In 1944,
Victoria was able to tell us that Party influence and activity was profoundly
affec.zing the work of other organisations who accept our policy on its own
merit.

Articles have been organised consistently for the “Review,” “Forward,”
“Tribune,” and “Progress.” “A New Deal for Women” takes its place as No. 4
in the A.C.P. Programme series. Special talks of interest to women are now
heard over the air in N.S.W., West Australia, Victoria and South Australia,
while a number of leaflets and other publicity material have been issued.

The Central Women’s Committee has been officially represented on
two Government enquiries—Bread, and V.D. Broadcasting. 1

In 1944 it presented the King George Hospital for Mothers and Babies
with £250 collected by members of the A.C.P. for this purpose.



In this period meémbers - of the Committee visited Queensland (twice),
Victoria and South Australia, and assisted in the development of State organisa-
tion and activity. ! ~

Central Organisation Commitiee

The Central Organisation Committee has given attention to the main
organisational problems confronting the Party. It organised ar}d supervised 'the
Party campaigns from 1943 to the second round of the Victory Campaign,
1945.
Main attention was given to Party mass c!ampaigning, growth and the
establishment of that form of Party organisation that ensures not only th.e
holding of new members, but also the consolidation and developmgnt. In this
regard the campaign for group organisers, and. latterly, membershxp du'e;qtqrs,
plus membership recording systems has contributed ‘materially to stabilising
Party organisation. For the first time Party statistics, despite difficulties
created by wartime movement, are essentially correct. s ]

Proposals for changes in Branch, Zone and District organisation for Varfous
States have' been considered, distortions ' corrected and * recommendations
made to, and in all cases endorsed by the Central Committee.

The Central Organisational Journal of the CC., “Forward,” ~under the
editorship of I.. /Donald, developed from the previous “Party Bt}]lder” angl,
as the volume of correspondence now received shows, plays a vital part in
the day-to-day mass work of the Party. /

On the initiative of the Organisation Committee, a series of pamphlets
have been issued. These include: “Branch Organisation and Work”; “Branch
Organisation and Work” (vevised edition); “Hints\ on Public Speaking”;
“Conducting an Election Campaign,” “Party Activity and Finance”; “How to
Study”; “Work Among Women”; “How to Win Rural Workers and Farmers
to the C.P.”; “Outline for Work with Municipal and Shire Councils,” “How to
be a Good Tutor”; “How to Win Blections” (revised, enlarged and Erought
up-to-date) ; “How to Organise the Victory Campaign”; “Let’s Talk About

. Publicity.”

Since the 13th Congress a number of Organising and Propaganda visits
have been made by Party Leaders to all States and to N.S.W. Country
Centres. These visits have assisted materially in raising the level of political
and organisational consciousness and activity throughout’ the Party and in
making Party policy better known to large numbers of Australian people,

»

C.l. Dissolution

In June, 1943, the ©.C. received the proposal of the T.C.C.I. that the
Communist International should be dissolved, :

A full meeting of the Political Committee decided to cable the C.I.
Headquarters (Moscow) : “Dimitrov, Secretary, Comintern, Moscow: Political
Committee Australian Party endorses’ proposals dissolve Comintern. P;L_rty
organisations directed discuss and vote on recommendation, We believe decision
will result strengthening Australian anti-Fascist front. Are urging further
greater war effort, more blows at enemy, establishment united front all
workers” organisations. Miles, Secretary, Comparty, Australia.” /

The same meeting adopted a resolution to be put before all Party organi-
sations:

“The Political Committee of the Communist Party of Australia has decided
to endorse the proposals for the dissolution of the Communist International
and to recommend its acceptance by all Party organisations.

“In view of great difficulties involved in reconvening the Party Congress
it was also decided that all Party Branches and Committees discuss and vote
on the C.I. proposals at their next meeting,

“The basis for discussion will be the statement of the Comintern published
_ ‘in this issue of the Tribune. ¢
; “N.S.W. Country Branches will forward their decisions to the Central
Committee. Other Branches will inform the District Committee of their
decision.” i

The result of the voting, reported to the subsequent G.C. meeting was

1ot only unanimous approval of the step proposed, but also included a number
of declarations that, now the Australian and other Par'ties had reached full
maturity, more responsibility would be undertaken to justify the new stature

that our Party had attained. -
This campaign assisted materially in developing, politically and organisa-
tionally; all Party Branches and Committees, { ;

Acting on a special resolution from the 13th Congress, the C.C. developed

a national campaign for the restoration of the Party property seized by the
Menzies reaction in 1940, g

Following the considerable pressure from Unions, A.L.P. Branches, public
meetings and other forms of democratic opinion, the Federal Government

reached a satisfactory agreement with the Party regarding restoration of those
assets seized.

Central Agrarian Committee

The work of the Agrarian Department has beeh hampered due to the
loss of cadres. Also in the earlier period its main attention was taken up
with attention to the problems of Country Branches. With the development
of Party organisation in N.S.W. expressed in the formation of the Riverina,
Central Western and North Coast and Tablelands District Committees, and the
extension of South Coast, Newcastle and Hunter River boundaries, it became
possible to reorganise the work of the Central Agrarian Committee. Since
this organisation National contact has improved. Programs for various sections
of the farming population have appeared or are in course of preparation, the
Committee has contact with farmers within N S.W. State Agrarian Committees

and with members throughout the Commonwealth who are in contact with
farmers and farmers’ problems,

Youth Activity

Youth organisation and activity reached its lowest point in 1941. However,
toward the end of that year there was a revival and progress continued
during 1942, The 13th Congress resolution drew attention to this development.

“The war period has witnessed a growth of youth organisations in all
States, in trade unions, factories and localities. All scctions of the labor
movement, should assist to unify and greatly extend this movement. The
Communist Party, while in no way infringing the independence of these
organisations, declares its support for them and its readiness to give assistance
for their further development,

“Collaboration has taken place between the youth of the labor movement
and other youth bodies. These united actions of the young generation,
irespective of Party or denomination, point the way to winning the whole
young generation to the national front for Victory.”

Under the leadership of Cde. Miles, great improvement has taken place
in - Party attention to the problems and organisations of the youth. The
practice of taking away youth cadres, or “beheading the youth” has been
largely overcome, and today the great majority of our young members are
fulfilling their duty to the youth of Australia;

In this period the Party has given utmost support to the State, national
and international movements of the youth,
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