


































, 32 THE .SOCIAL EVIL

b e som e n a tural, in born tendency toward vice in every
w o m a n w h o takes up a lif e o f shame v oluntarily. ,

For a n swer we m ust exam ine more cl osely into the
co n d it io ns o f so ciety in m odern times. ' It will n ot be
necessary, in order to p ro v e our p osition, to go back again
into the dark ages o f the p a st , when the m ajority of the
p eople w ere k ept in th~ dense st ignorance, debasement,
serv ility , a n d w ere , at once a p rey to their own lowest
p assions a n d those o f their m asters. If throughout the
p ast, sexual excesses p revaile d a m ong human beings, ~e
know, too, that brutal ity, cr uelt y , hatred, greed , and VIce
o f every kin d pred ominated, and that those who called
them selves the superior cla ss se t the worst ki nd o f a n
examp le to the inferi or ones . With slavery, ignorance
a n d d egradation o n o n e side, tyra n n y, lust a n d indulgence
on th~ o th er, a fierce s tr uggle fo r b are exi stence among
the m asses, a cru el greed for power inciting the few a t
the top, it is true condit ions were h orrible, a n d vice of
a ll kind s flourished.

But we w ill loo k only in to conditions of the times
since the m ost imp ortant n ations have b een called civi­
lised and en ligh tened ; since sc ie nce, invention, art, and
literature have suppose d ly lifted the world out of the
darkness of the Mi d dle Ages. W e w ould naturally expect
to find p eople much h a ppier, b ette r, and more comfort­
a b le than they w ere even a hundred years a go, consider­
ing the great strides p rog ress h as taken in a material way.
But compared with wha t the world can a ffo rd its children,
w e are y et in a d ep lo rable state . '

A little more tha n .a hundred years a go the civilised
world had reached a cri tical stage- a point at which the
p rogressive forces ,w er e seem in g ly a t a stan d still- p oised
as it were, ready for a n onward impetus, or a fall back­
war d into a pathy a n d in ert ia for another long period of
time. Behind, la y cen turies o f slavery, ignorance, unre­
quited toi l, vice a n d m isery fo r the masses of mankind.
In the future-what?

A little enligh tm ent, a w avering gleam of the idea of
liberty, had sifted dow n to the minds of the common
people. A faint h o p e, a glim m er of something better
than was ever known b efore, trembled acros s the path-

themsel ves. And w h ere the fear of w ant urges human
'b eings on to do or g ive thei r u tm ost, this fea r engen ders
another more powerful yet- the greed of gain ; a n d to
this fierce in centiv e m en prostitu te their ta le n t s, their

'in teg rity , a .I they p ossess. W h en succ es sf u l, the world
honors them, a n d poin ts them out as examples to be fo l­
lo w ed b y the ambitious youth who come after them.
. Bu t w omen ha v e had littl e stren gth or a b ility to offer
in exchange for the n ecessities of lif e. They could not
'w ork as w ell, a n d , b ei ng under greater necessity, they
ha v e b een forced to se ll th eir se rv ices a t a much lower
rate than th eir b rothers have done. They have never
b een in a condition to d ictate terms, a n d often thei r terms
o f se rvitud e ha v e b een so -ha rd , so cr uel a n d exact ing,
that'death itsel f w as preferable.

W oma n h as one p ossession that m en a re willing to
.p a y -h er w ell for, a n d that is her sex n ature. It is but
natural that the disinherited ones o f the earth, placed as
they a re a t suc h a fr ightful disadvanta ge, sh o ul d think of
ev ery d evice, every p os sible serv ice, they could render in
order t o obta in the com for ts o f life. Once having gain ed _
these n ecessities, they still se e luxuries and m eans of
development a ll around them, yet held out o f their reach:
and they will continue to barter whatever they possess
for these further g oo ds things of life. Where m en 'o ffer
their strength, sk ill, sh rew d n es s, h onor, a n d integrity for
the th in gs th ey cr ave, w om en o ffer th at which b rings the
m ost, and is the surest sale-their sex fa v ors. It is n ot
a pleasa n t fa ct to contemplate, but it is h ere , a n d must
b e recog nised . W here there is p ov er ty a n d d estit u tio n
there w ill b e prosti tu t io n, both of m en a n d women.

It may b e urged tha t there is no p ov erty in m o dern
socie ty that is so d ire a s to j ustify the sa le o f one' s b o d y,
bra ins, 01" honor for a p rice; a nd tha t there m ust h e som e­
th in g inh eren tly b ad in the m an w ho sells himself, some­
thing in stinctiv ely b a se in th e woman w ho 'w ill , under
a ny circumstances w hatever , y iel d up h er b ody for the
sa ke o f a price. F or it is k n own that there a re thousands
o f good wom en w h o are p oor, a n d w h o could n ot b e in ­
Iduced t o giv e up th eir v irtue fo r a ny p rice. P overty
alone, it will be a rgued, cannot b e the caus e; there must
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w ay of the fu ture. Stea~ p ower had been discov ered,
the printin g p ress had b een invented , a few labor-saving
machines had come into use. Of course, in their ignor­
ance, som e o f th e wretched poor had been angere d a t
the new m achines, a n d had dest royed them. But the
more intelligent hoped for some lifting o f the burd en s
which labor had borne for so m any ages. The thinkers
o f the d ay took up the subj ect, an d so ugh t for sc ien tific
reasons for the exi st ence o f the con d itions which ob­
tained. Since p olitical governmen ts had been im proved
a n d labor-sav in g m achines had com e in to use, why WM

n ot th e con d ition o f the masses of the people improved ?
Many of those in vesti gato rs were sincere a n d earnest , and
might soon hav e led to the d iscov ery of the real caus es
of p overty. Bu t one o f the number came out with a con,
elusiv e w ork, which apparen tly solved the whole problem
freed everybod y from blame, a n d threw the whole re­
sponsibility o f th e wretchedness and poverty o f the world
on th e Creator th ereof. The R ev . Malt hus pub lished his
"Principles o f Population" as an essay in 17 9 8 , and after­
w ards revised an d enla rged a n d prin ted it in b ook fo rm
in 181 1. In this book h e un cov ered a truth , that : the
tendency in a ll forms o f life was to propagate faster than
the m eans o f sub siste nce increa~ed. Tha t is, it is' a truth
of blind, uncontrolled life-the fo rms of li fe which fo llo w
[on ly the powerful inner impulse of se lf-p reservation
Millions o f in sects, reptiles, fish, etc. , a re p ropa gated that
a few may reach perfection. If they a ll survived, they
must eventually a ll starve to death, as there w ould no,
where on earth be suffi cient food for them. And M al ,
thus argu esthat the same principles must a p p ly to human
beings. T oo m any p eople are b orn to a d m it o f ev en
a m aj ority 'com ing to m aturity w ithou t sub jecting the
'w h ole human race to want. In the p a st, w a rs, famines
a n d p est ilence had kept p opulation d own so th a t th e race
as awhol~, did not su ffer fr om d est itution. The o nly fur
ther rem edies Malthus could su ggest ,w ere late m ar ria ges
a n d self-·c~ntro l. It a p paren t ly never occurred to hi m
that the earth itself might be brought up to a v astly
g rea ter state of prolificacy by sci entific methods; or that
the , thousands of undesired children born of sla v e

m others might be e lim inated- th e idea o f free mothers
w ho would control the birth of loved children had never
been co nceiv ed in those days. There was no practical
way to force m en a n d women to wait until their youth
was p assed, to m arry , a n d the ca se looked hopeless. The
rich breathed a sigh o f relief a n d re!'urned to their flesh
p o ts , the poor gr oaned an d bent a little lower under the
burden th at cou ld n ot b e lifted. Poverty, then, was in­
evi table . Nature had not spread her table for all her
children. Many must sub m it to hunger, co ld , and pes­
til ence, to being worked to dea th or killed in wars of
their m ast ers' m akin g, that a few m ight live luxurious,
secure a n d refined liv es. The M althusian d octrine h as
been a n op ia te to m a ny a good man's conscience, a hood­
win k ove r the eyes of the se em ingly surplus poor, and
a n illusion th at h as d eceived th e thinkers so th a t the real
truth has b een long d el ayed. F or p overty is unnecessary
in this bountiful w orld, and m an' is terribly at fault that
all do not obtain what they need in order to grow and
d evelop as they sh ould.

But whatever its so urce, p overty is th e underlying
ca us e o f nearly all the vi ce, cr ime, and misery that exists
in soci e ty. The fear o f destitution forces men 'an d women
to look a b out for any means b y which they can ward it
off, for self-prese rvation is the first law of nature, always,
The fear of want engen d ers the greed of gain, and these
two factors in human society work more wrong than any
other one thing.

The conventional idea is that criminals and prosti­
tutes a re naturally and inherently bad. Ordinary people
do not con sider condit io ns, env iron m en t, hereditary in­
fluences as being any excuse or justification for wrong­
doing. Still, it is one of th e hopeful signs of the times that
serious, thoughtful p eople a re studying these subjects, and
that the caus es of crime a n d misery a re earnestly being in - ,
vestigated. It is bein g ackn owledged that punishments and
penalties are no cures for crime; that they are not even
preventatives. T o one person who is deterred ,from crime
by the severe punishment o f a crimina\' twenty ' are
started on the criminal pathway by the suggestion, and
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th e arousing of la tent p assions p sy chologica lly _b y th e ex­
citement and commotio n in cidental to the event.

C limate, geogra p hica l p ositi on, in st itutions, a ll o f
which are elements in p ol iti cal economy , g o to m ake up
the individual wi th a ll hi s desires, tendencies, p a ssions,
hopes, a n d capab ilit ies . Mankind m ust h av e, fir st o f a ll,
a place to exist in, and then the m eans o f existence. The
characte r o f the human an imal is la rge ly d eterm in ed b y
th e ' m anner in w hich he must obtai n that su bsistence. If
it can be gained b y the ord inary n orma l exercise of hi s
faculties a n d strength , such as h e instinctively d oes if
free and uncorrup ted, he will d ev el op into a n ormal,
reasonable, good h uman b eing-he ha s no in centive to
p rost itute him self in any w ay.

But w hen h e is deprived o f h is natural abiding place,
the land, b ecause it is owned a n d m onop olised out of his
reach, if in conseq uence he must toi l lo n g h ours fo r a pit ­
tance in o rder to liv e a t a ll, or is d en ied ev en the chance
to so toil, it must be expected that h e will resort to many
a n d d evious ways in o rd er to satis fy his wants. Na tura lly
h e. w ill prosti tu te his faculties-c-ma turally, b e it man or
'w om a n , human beings w ill o ffer what they possess.: p r o­
s ti tute 'themselves, " p ut to b ase uses" their bodies or thei r
ab ilities,
, ' M od ern prostitution is but the lo gical ou tcome of

centuri es of ab use, oppressio n, ' a n d robbery ; woma n b e­
in g the w eaker se x, h as suffere d m ost a n d giv en m os t,
but her vice is but the vi ce tha t men ha v e p ushed her in to .
F or ages, w omen w ere not even fr ee e n ough to se ll th e
lise o f their b odies an d recei v e th e p ri ce th em sel v es.
Nevertheless, th eir b odies w ere us e d . Socie ty w as d oubly
vicious b ecause m en a rrogated to them sel v es the cla im
o f superiority, that on tha t a ccount they should b e under
no constraint whatev er , a n d that women ha d b een
create d solely for thei r b ene fit. D uring the dark ages
w hi le ' feud al ism w as the es tab lished system of socie ty,
w omen w ere the m ost helpless an d wretc he d 'o f beings.
Matilda Joslyn G a ge says, in " Woman, Church, a n d
S tate : "At an a ge when hum an life was valueless, an d
su ffering of every kind was disr egarded, w e can readily
'surm ise th e fate likely to overtake unpr otected p easant

women. For a woman of th is class to b e self-resp ecting
was to b ecom e th e target of th e viles t abuse." ,

Serfs were held a t the absolute command of the lords
o f th e esta te. T hey had no rights which their m asters
were bound to respect ; the men m us t giv e up their labor,
their crops, th ei r liv es in their mast ers ' b a ttles, w h en th e
m asters d eman ded it o f them. The w omen must yi eld
lip th ei r b o di es when the lords looked wi th d esire upon
th em. The right of the se ig n io r to the firs t n ig h t of
every b rid e upon his es tate w as everywhere recognised.
T he husbands a n d fa thers might g rin d their teeth in im­
potent ra ge, but for ages this unwritten law held full
sway. T owa rd th e close of the fe uda l system th e peasants
b ega n to violently pro test agains t this outrage, and at la st
clid make the lords fear their vengeance in some degree.
; But when fe udalism fina lly w as overthrown, the
a buse of w omen d id n o t cease. T he o ld p lea that m en
were superior, a nd ha d d esires that m us t b e gratifie d , IS

tha t w om en w ere created to a dmin is ter to th ese d esires, IS

one that is made in all ages a nd in a ll countries , a n d is
the basis of all the cruelty a n d licentiousn ess from w hich
w om en h av e suffered under eve:y p olit ical syste m. Even
in th e la s t century the di scl osures m ade of a te rrible state
of affairs in England showed that th e r ight of the seignio r
was still upheld b y the a r istocracy. T he pretty young
daugh te rs of tenan ts, both in Engla n d a n d Ir eland, w ere
cen t fo r or delude d into bein g led t o the castles o f the
lords, and if th e g irl s refused to go or compla ined of the
treatmen t th ey recei ved, the p aren ts were ~urned out o f
their h omes. M atild a J oslyn G age giv es m any a uth en ti­
cate d examples o f thi s sort o f thin g. And sh e says:-

"To H .R:I-I. a n d hi s aristocrat ic c o :np a nio ns i n g u il t is du e
the s up p o rt and p rc tcctio n of E n gland ' s notori o u s and in fa m o us
p u rcha se a n d sale, o u trage a n d exp lo ication o f h elples s youn g
gals . . . . Trace as y ou will the pat h of e i the r ecclesias­
t ic al o r t e mpo r a l ruler cla imin g a u t ho r ity by d ivi n e ri z h t and
you will find the w ay marked w it h the rema ins o f wo;e~ and
c hi ldren whos~ live s have b een wrecked b y a man und er t h e p lea
of c reated 's u p e r io r it y ."

T he rulershi p of man, and poverty, w hi ch is but an
outcome of this ru lership an d monopolisation of the
earth and its products, are the causes of n early a ll o f the ,
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misery, vice a n d degradation which have blackened the
pages of hi sto ry. M odern " socia l e vil " is but a part o f it
all. The sla ve prostitutes o f Greece w ere but lit tl e w orse
off than the women who are forced , either by destitution
or by deceit or violence, to min ister to men in our ow n
days. Those wretched D icteria d es ha d no p ossible re­
course-it was the government itself that held -thern in .
bondage, and there w as no hi ghe r power to appea l to.
To-day the l aws do n o t actua lly p rotect the m a sters of
the women they h old for prostitution; but it winks at
them, and it is diffi cu lt in d ecd to enforce ,su ch statutes as
might protect the miserable w omen .

In most huge cities to -d a y th e houses o f prostitution
are owned by individua ls, who practica lly own the in­
mates. The women are dressed, lodged, and fed, but
they receive n o m oney from patro n s; the price is paid to
the proprietor, and the cu stom ers a re handed over to
their women, and n ot one o f them d are refuse h ersel f to
whoever comes. They are usu ally kept in debt to t he
proprietors, a n d made to b eli eve that they can not get
away while they owe a ny thi ng. But to whom could they
apply if they tried to escape? There is no one but the
policeman on the b eat, and he stands in with the keepers,
The women are, to all intents and purposes, slaves, in the
twentieth century, ' and under the shadow of churches and
court-houses .

Some of the most fri ghtful stories have come from
farawa y places where m en have congregated to work or
fight or explore. Som e yea rs a go a hideous st ate o f affairs
was unea rthed in the Michigan and Wisconsin lumber
camps. They kept the women as p ri soners, behind high
walls, in dens too filthy for d es cription; bloodhounds
were kept to track the girls if they succeeded in running
,away; they were unmercifully beaten if they tried to
escape, and they were constantly subjected to the most
brutal treatm ent by the coarsest and lowest of mankind.
Does anyone sup pose for a m oment that any woman liv­
ing would willingly subject herself to such a condition?

It was found that young w omen were induced to go
there under the promise of work for good w a ges; o ften
they were stolen, and made prisoners without any pre-

tence whatever; a n d som e of the w omen had b een old in
the business, but had been induced to go there w ith the
promise of m aking a g rea t deal of money. These soon
found themselves in a hell worse than any they had ever
dreamed of, from which they would gladly have escaped
if they cou ld.

One of the most terrible phases of the socia l evil is
th e traffi c carried on to procure young and attractive girl s
as recruits for prostitute's ranks. Wherever a n unpro­
te cted , lonely, or discouraged young girl is to b e found,
ther~ will the p roc;lrer work hi s wiles in the most cunning
fa sh IOn. They WIll act friendly when the whole world
se ems c?ld and cruel, and the girl is easily led, until they
a re b chmd th e d oors that almost in every case close be­
hin d them fo r e ve r. The girl is ignorant, and does not
kn ow w h at to d o to free h er self : a n d what violence or
threats a re used to k eep h er sil enced cannot b e known to
the ou tsid e world.

Now, th is nefarious work would never be carried on
if it were not for the profits to b e gained. Human beings
d o not do these cruel things because they love the work,
but b ecause the making of a living has been rendered so
hard, lJO precarious, that they will escape it :if possible;
they forget their humanity in their , frenzy to "make
money" at all hazards-at any cost. The economic urge
under our present socia l and industrial systems drives the
m iddle cl asses into doubtful transactions for the sake of
"profits," as it -d riv es the lower cl asses to selling them­
se lv es fo r b read.

There m ay be cases of natural tendency ' toward the
life of a prosti tute-:-some abnormal sex formation which
induces a wom an to drift into the promiscuity of a prosti­
tute' s life-but th ese cases are rare indeed. A woman
may be strong, healthy, and soundly sexed , ~ut sh e will ,
not choose a prostitute's life of her own free will. She
may love, a n d may express her love, but-only h er lover
will know it. And if he is a good; true man, she will be
none the worse for it; the stree t will never swallow her
up in its terrible maw.

Nearl y every woman of the street who has ev er been
questioned, w ill tell , if she tell s th e truth, a p ainful s tory
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. o f wan t, of su ffe rin g o n the par t o f some d ear o n e , or of
som e d eceit , o r o utrage, or a ctua l vi ol ence , o f aba n d on
m ent, a n d u tter lon e lin ess. T he w oma n le ft d on e to
sta rve or fr eeze nearly a lw a ys thinks o f this la st res ort
The fa ct tha t fo r so m a ny 'agee women have been out
raged a n d v io la ted, forced to yi e ld to that ol d idea thai
m an' s superiority d em a n d s grati fication a t the sacrifice.
o f w o m e n , has taught th e se x to rem em b er that the re if'
a lways a price they ca n pay fo r the com fo r ts a n d n eces­
sities they n eed. Man ha s set th e world-old exa mple of
hex b a r ter, wi th n o e leme n t o f lo v e wha tever in it
Wom en, driven b y d estitu t io n, find it easy to d o wha­
they have b een cowed and b eaten in to doing fo r a ges.

N ow the thought w ill arise, that n o t a ll fa llen w orrier­
se ll them sel ves b ecause of actual, d ire d estitution. M a nv
lha ve yie lded them se lv es through a n extreme lov e ~ f
fin ery a n d things o f b eau ty, or from the hope of greate r
luxury a n d m o re le isure than an h o nest life w o uld a ffo rd
them. T his is a ll t ru e , to o . Society h as m ade th e earn · '
in g o f a good, d ecent livi n g for th e average w oman a very
difficult thing. It has made the opportun ities for exer
cising her fa culties a n d a bilities to a dvan tage very sca rce
indeed. A lways, under our econ om ic systems, th ere is a
large class o f un em p lo yed work ers. T his must inevitab ly
be the case when the a ctua l work ers a re n ot p aid enough
to b uy b ack a fourth of what th ey produce . A n ever
a b un dan t sur p lus o f goods on the mark et necessi tates ha rd
't im es, or no work a t a ll, t o a la rge n umber .o f w a ge
[w orkers. T he individua l m em b ers o f the class chan ge
each m onth perhaps, but the class is a lw ays the re . \Vomen
h a ve a na tur a l love fo r the b ea utiful a n d fo r refi n em ent
a n d sw eetness o f lif e ; it is contra ry to their n a tures to toil
con tinuously , a n d a little d ai ly le isure is lik e a glim pse of
h ea ven to rnost of them. F o r the in na te, uncomprehended
craving so m any women experie n ce, th ey d o v oluntarily
.sell themselves w ithou t lo ve o r passio n, hoping to fin d
the ease, lu xury, b eauty, a n d cheer they long for, and
little drea ming h ow m uch worse their fate w ill b e tha n
it was b efo re. Wome n m arry to ga in w ealt h , positi on,
influ ence, lei su re , and luxury , a n d th e w o rl d does n o t con­
.d em n them. Y e t th ey are n o di fferent a rid n o b etter

than the women w ho giv e themselves for a month, a
w eek, .o r a n h our for thes e same things. .The former
has a ceremony 'p ro n oun ced over her, .a n d a ll socie ty is
n otified w ith-g rea t display of w hat she is a b ou t to d o ; she
se lls herself for a life t im e, .a n d there is little probab ility
that sh e will ev er kn ow the h appiness o f a mutual love
a n d the sp o n ta n eo us exp ressio n o f it. . But sh e will b e
h onored a n d flattered, a n d life will b e m ade ea sy for h er.
T he latter m ay es cap e her b onds if .th ey. are ·too ha rsh , but
she ' w ill be scorned a n d sli ghted to the end of her life.

- Socie ty seldom fo rgi v es a woman fo r v io latin g h er m an­
dates . . But b oth these w omen a re equally blamable ,
a n d both to b e tol erantly d ealtwith. . . .

.. .. ,What is the alte rnativ e to-da y for the good woman
who w ill n o t give he rsel f in ei ther of these ways and w ho
has n o t inherited m o n ey, or has n o father, or brother who
is .w ill ing to .sup p o r t h er ? P rogres s ha s o p ened up m any
new fields of a ctivity to w omen, but , a fter a ll , unless one
is born with unusual ability or h as h ad unusu al a d van tages
in a n educati onal way, one will find the s truggle to ea rn
a living a ne rv e-w ea ring and bitter s tru ggle . N o t a ll
w omen can marry the m en they lov e, n o t a ll a re w illi ng
to take up the in evi ta ble burden o f b ein g a p oor 'm a n ' s
wife, with a ll the subj ection, narowness, hard work, a n d
su ffe ring this en tai ls. What el se can they d o ?

If the w oman ta k es up se w ing for a living, sh e must
w ork ten, twelve, or more hours a d a y a s fast as her fin ­
g ers can fly, seated a lw ay s in a cl ose room, gettin g no
fresh air, no physi cal ex ercise , until disease .se ts its fatal
mark upon her; and she will receive for it barely enough
to keep body and soul together. ,O r she .ca n work in
some of the factories, under similar conditions or worse,
Or she ca n go to w ork in somebody's kitchen, and be
looked upon with us m uch regard as would be given to
a machine, considered a s a thing without feelings, desires.
or capacity for hap piness-c--a creature not fit to sit with,
to eat with, or to talk with, one who is not supposed to
n eed love or friendsh ip or com pan io nsh ip . What se lf­

' resp ectin g w oman will volun ta r ily cho ose such a ll' ex is­
tence? One m ay w aslt a n d ' sc rub , a n d gr ow b ent and
wrinkled w ith hard, k not ted h ands a n d ugly form; be
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used practically as lawful property. When they are tired
of, or discovered by the mistresses, they are turned out:
what other resources have they but to drift to the houses
of prostitution?

Laundry workers are also subject to many bad influ­
ences, and must be strong indeed to maintain their own
self-respect through all they have to endure. Heat, bad
air, foul odors, wet Roors, drafts, these are the usual
accompaniments to work in a laundry, and women sel­
dom work longer than three or four years before break­
ing down entirely. They earn from 4 to 8 dollars a week,
;nnd generally support several children, perhaps an un­
fortunate or drunken husband, or an invalid relative. The
exhaustive toil and the long hours create a craving for
stimulants, and, from drinking a little in one's own room
from sheer weariness, to drinking in a wine room with a
lover or several rollicking friends is hut a step. Once on
the downward road, it is a swift and sure pace to the
bottom.

Girls who are early in life sent to the factory to help
eke out the meagre wages of the father are easy victims.
The hard toil before they are matured, the bad air full of
dust and odors that they breathe so much of their time,
the long hours of constant strain, weaken and dwarf the
bodies, and they can never be the strong, healthy, well­
poised women who can keep their honor and self-respect
inviolate. They are thrown with all sorts of companions,
and must often walk home in the dark with no protector
after work hours. It can well be surmised 'w ha t often
happens to them, and, once having succumbed or been
overpowered, the next stopping place is the street or the
brothel.

And thus, wherever there is poverty, helplessness,
poor development and ignorance, there prostitution finds
its recruits. Rich, well-cared-for girls do not become
prostitutes. They may be deceived and deserted, and
may run away or be driven from home, but they then
belong to the class of poor, helpless, resourceless girls,
and are liable to meet all that they meet. But wealthy
girls do not deliberately choose a life of shameful barter;
and it may be asserted that no free, intelligent, economic-

always tired, and always just outside the circle where
life is really lived.

Or one may rise to be a stenographer; a bookkeeper,
or a clerk. But even here, unless one buys her position
with her sex favors, it is insecure, and she is poorly paid
and ill-considered. Her work is wearing and confining,
and she will sooner or later lose her health and power
to work. A teacher perhaps has a better chance, as '
her hours are not so long, and she is treated with some
respect by her patrons. But women who teach con­
tinuously are usually nervous wrecks at forty or forty-five .
And there are not places for all who would, be teachers.
Women do sometimes make good canvassers or a gents.
If they possess a quality generally known as "cheek," and
are not sensitive to the treatment they receive from stran­
gers, they may make a success of it, and may not be
compelled to work all the time. But the woman has to
know that she is forcing articles upon people which they
do not want, and she must too often feel herself a fraud. ·
All -these devious ways are so dreary, so ugly, so devoid of
all that makes life worth living. It is a strong character
indeed that can turn back from the enticement of an
apparently luxurious and easy life spent in ministering
to man's desires, to take up th~ dull, plodding life of a
common wage-worker.

The majority of prostitutes come from the wage­
working classes, which proves that women are driven to
such a life, instead of leaning toward it from innate "bad­
ness." Women workers are subjected also to more tempta­
tions and opportunities than the better-protected class
of women. Their occupations often throw them where
the very next logical step is into the street. Typewriter
girls, bookkeepers, and clerks are easy prey to their em­
ployers because they are often in the midst of well­
dressed, refined people, and see gaiety, enjoyment, good
cheer on every side, and find it impossible to participate
in any of these, or to dress decently on the wages they
receive for mere toil. The domestic servant is subject to
many trying ordeals, the master or the master's son,
usually considering the servant legitimate prey, a sort of
reminiscence of feudal times, when serfs or servers were
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fo r h er hum an ity, but fo r her sex ; a gain, she h as been
haw ked a b out a n d offered ' for sal e b y ambitious parents
seeking buyers in w orn-o ut old roues with titles or money
b ags: Can there be any wonder that w omen a re w hat
th ey are-sha llow , v ola tile, deceitful, vain, incapable o f
grea t lov e o r of great actions? Woman has b een slave,
a hi red thing, a toy , an id ol, an ornament, a n appen d a ge
to m a n , but n ever yet what she will b e in the glorious
future-a comrade, a friend, a w ill ing lov er, an equal, an
in d ivid ua l standing on the sa m e fo oting with m an, clasp­
irig ha n ds face to face, eyes m eetin g eyes on a level,
resp on siv e a n d sympathetic, each to the other.

'A n d n ow, w hat of th e cure fo r the "socia l evil"? A
great 'm a ny good p eople are dev oting their lives to saving
fa lleri women fro m the d e p th s of misery and d egradation
in to w hi ch they h av e b een flun g, a n d it speaks well for
th e progress of the w orld that this is so. Two ce n turies
ago n o on e th ought of showing kindness toi a prostit u te
- ' the sooner she was worn out and cast a sid e to a ,
wretched d eath the b et ter . A woman, once havin g lost
her vir tue, migh t" b etter d ie immediately than to liv e to
go thr ough t he successive stages she must before sh e
reached th e b otto m . ; But in recent years th e great , divine
pi ty w h ich h as ,awakened in the h earts of humanity ha s
done much to soften the misery and m o di fy the vice of
the lower strata of society. "Hom es" hav e b een erected
as a refuge fo r w om eI1 w ho w ish to forsake an evil life ,
a n d ' numbe rs h av e been sa ved in this way. Hospitals
h av e been estab lished in which sick prostitu tes may be

treated and cared for. Houses, where the young, inno­
cent, . an d unprotected ' girl w h o is a lo ne in a city may
fin d friends a n d a shelter, have b een provided in every

. la rge city . Philanthrop ist s and sincere Chris tia ns, lik e
the Salva tion A rmy lasses, go dow n into the w orst div es ,
nurse the sick, clean up the fil th, tal k kin d ly to the women
there, a n d often " p luck a brand fro m the burning," b ring
.h er up o'u t of the d epths, and set her to work ·t o earn
an h onest . liv in g. But, oh I It is as t h ough one tried to
sweep b ack th e ocean w ith a m op-the m ighty st ream is
fed so . much fa ster than can be taken care of a t th e
mouth.
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a lly indep endent woman ever delib erately o ffers h erself
fo r sa le to a ll com ers. Women d o not g o from . safe,
lovi ng, comfortab le , · happy homes ' direct to public .bro­
th els. It h as b een believed that prostitu tes were naturally
vicious w omen, that they adopted the life from choice,
and that they delighted in drawing worthy and in nocent
masculin ity in to d ep th s of in iquity.

A "stron g, h ealthy, w e ll -poised girl who is in d us­
tria lly indep enclent. : may wan t love, and may desire the
natural expression of her lov e . . Bu t this expression must
b e sponta neous ' and. mutual, no t in a ny sense a sale or a
barter. Once let this .Iove be consecrated by a marria ge
ceremony,' arid the girl is called woman ly, lov in g, an d
good. Is the same natural im p ulse all b ad when the r ite
is omitted? , In eith er Case the intuit ive reachin g cut fo r

, the fu lfilment of her b eing is n othing a kin to th e ' feel in g
o f the w oman who is driven b y d espera tio n to o ffe r he r
b ody fo r the sake 'of a p rice . It is p it iful, it is tragic, that
a n oble and b eautiful natura l impulse, d eeply implan ted
wi th in the livin g organism, should b e d ragged to th e abyss
o f forced or bought exch a nges. But it is a ll a p a r t of that
perverted selfish ness which h as crushed the grea ter por­
ti on ' of mankind ' into sub m iss io n , for the b en efi t. 9r-a few
supposedly su perior -o ries. In reality it makes con d itions
worse for even the few th an if a ll had a n eq ual sh a re in
Nature' s gift s, an d an equal opportunity .t o use .them.
If people w ere wi sely selfish th ey would see tha t n o per­
son on earth clanked a cha in or uttered a groan o f hunger
and despair. Then lov e would render a ll relatio ns so
b eautiful that no man would dream of goin g b ack to the
days when fo rce and a false idea of duty afforded him
such gra tification as he obtained. .
. Women are not as sweet a n d nob le to-day as Nature
would h av e had them . F or woman was fir st m a stered,
lbeaten into submission, robbed, ou tra ged, vi ol ated, until
her whol e sweet, natural se x nature became di st orted a n d
stun ted; la ter on she wa s starved a n d frozen in to o ffer­
in g h er body with apparent willin gness ; an d then she
has b een flattered, coaxed, a nd h umored until she would
consent to become a docile p laythin g ; sometimes she
ha s b een placed upon a pedestal a n d w orshipped, not
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very little to check the current.
But the law might do something to wipe out the evil

surely. Many people be,l,ieve even yet that it is onl;
necess,,:ry to I?ass a law to eliminate any wickedness
that exists. This has been the principle on which govern­
ments h,,:ve ~egulate.d society for ages. The world has
been. leglsla~mg. agamst sin for thousands of years, but
the sin remams Just the same.

Every once in awhile, in all the important cities a
gre~t wave of morality sweeps over the political and
so.cml surface, and ruffles it up .considerably. New laws
Will be passe?, old ones brightened up, and officials will
b.e pr~dded ,I,nto renewed activity. Vile corners of the
cI~y Will be cleaned up," a few of the worst offenders
Will be sent y:> jail, and the others will be driven out.
Then the political party in power boasts of the wonderful
great wor~ they have accomplished, and really make
people believe that a fine moral revolution has taken
place. ,;x.ctua~ly, the~,ave not abated or abolised a single
evil, CI~anmg out such a place is like clearing an
?l?, dec~ymg house of rats by making a loud noise, and
Frightening ,th en: away for a time. All the unhappy
wretch~s exist still, and must live in some way. They
have no other way of securing it except by practising
their old profession, only now they must do it more
secretively, a~d in darker and more dangerous corners.
They may dnve the offenders to some other place, but
they are. not mad~ good, nor are the conditions wich
make thel~ occupation profitable in the least improved.

Nothmg but. a complete change in the social and
economic institutions and systems of our civilisation will
~ffect a cure for the evil under discussion. This seems
like a big and an impossible cure, and it will be urged
that we must not walt until a revolution can be brought
about before we try to remedy the worst of our evils.
No, I would welcome every kindly effort that is made
to modify the. e~ils of our unjust economic system, and
to sa~e the victims from a portion of their inevitable
suffering. But while this is being done, and we are realis­
mg more and more every day that these little remedies do
not actually affect the evils and their underyling causes,
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In Chicago, some years ago, a .prominent mer.ch~nt

was asked to subscribe 500 dollars toward the building
of a "home" for fallen women. He amiably complied,
and-the next morning reduced the wages of all the
sewing women in his manufacturing department. He
liked to be known as a charitable patron of homes for
fallen women and the like, but he took the amount sub­
scribed out of his employees, and thus gave them a~
extra push towards the downward path that led to his

"home for fallen women."
The well-meaning Christians who work to save the

souls of fallen women do not know what to do with
their bodes when they get them saved. ResI?ectable
ladies do not want them in their houses to do their. work,
and there is no room for them anywhere. OccasIOnally
one seems to be suitably placed with some liberal woman
who is' willing to give the saved one a chance. But nearly
always the monotony and dullness of a convent~o~al
worker's life, the restrictions, constraint, and SUSpiCIOn
which inevitably surround the woman, prove to be too
much for her good resolutions, and sooner or later she
throws it all up and 'goes back to the old life. . .

The ordinary "homes" are but little better than jails
with their strict rules and regulations, and the ) ag" ·th a t
is necessarily placed upon the inmates. They are c?ld,
systematic, and repellant, where they should be lovmg,
wise, and kind in order to be effectual; fallen women are
more apt to run away from them than to seek refuge

behind their walls.
The very few poor women who have been s~ved

do not make any real impression on the mass of mI.sery
and vice precipitated in the lowest stratu.m of society­
The ranks of prostitutes are constantly bemg filled a~ a
much faster rate than they can be saved after once havmg
fallen. After every panic, or financial depression, the
women and girls come down in flocks, fr~m desks: offices,
stores, and factories, because of hard times. Smc~ the
recent scare in money circles, and the consequent shut
down" of shops and mills, the tenderloin districts in ~ll
our large cities are more crowded t~an eve~. WhIle
poverty is crowding women dow~ to rum, chanty can do



Ma cN amara' 5 Print, 103 Castlereagh St. , Sydney

the syste m itself is being pushed to it s last possible stand ,
a n d the thinkin g w orl d is waking up to the fact that a ll
human b eings -a re related, a n d ·that w h a t concerns , one
concerns all. M ankind must eventaully ge t together in
one great, co-operative, fr aternal whole; m en must Jearn
to thoroughly underst and, an d then t o adopt the true
d emocratic 'p r in cip le in everything- n o t in a pretended
p olitical sense a lone. F or , w hile there a re ow n ers of the
earth, an d h omeless ones b ecause o f it, while there a re
m asters a nd se rvants , while there a re the favored few
an d ' the oppressed majority, there will a lways be wrongs
a n d a b uses tha t cannot b e cured. We must get out o f
the o ld concept of "classes," a n d get d own to the b asic
fact that human b eings are all - b rothers, .a n d that one
Sup reme Principle of G ood ·p ervades them a ll. The earth
a n d a ll its resources must not be owned a n d monopolised
by a few-it must belong t o . a ll alike, and every m an
a n d w oman must have a n eq ual opportunity to labor a n d
create upon it. U seful labor , the natural, h ealthful exer­
cise of th e fa culties, must be th e only foundation for the
owners hip of wealth. None n eed be idle-idleness is de­
te ri orating an d corup tive ; none sh ould be overworked­
drudgery dulls the faculties, p aralyses th e brain.__.a n d
dwarfs th e b ody. Let all be w orkers, and a ll .b e con ­
sumers ! T his, rad ical as it sounds, is pure sel fishness,
en lig htened se lfishness, a fter a ll, for everyone will b e
se cure an d happy- each will possess enough, .a n d n eed
n ot fea r the encroachments of his n eedy b r o ther,

When a ll a re afforded full op portunity to act and
develop a n d grow , when each o n e h as a n equal opportu­
nity to work, w hen everyone stands on eq ual fo oting as
to lib erty-does anyone think that man or woman will
"sell h im self o r herself for b ase uses"? Would there b e
a ny rea son or cause for prostitution ? Certainly not.
Love w ould come into its own again , and would bless and
purify the inb orn impulse that h as b een dra gged through
the mud and mire of centuries until it is a monster, not a .
natural attrib ute of the complete, san e, self-con trolled .
human b eing. Love will bless and consecrate all soci e ty,
a n d all that belongs to it, a n d there shall be none to m ake
afr a id .
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