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BOOK  REVI FWS

BOOK - REVI E\NS

in populations — on epidemiology,
Epstein devotes the first section of his
book to explaining the Principles
and  pitfalls of epidemiological
research. Using a “non-jargon” style,
he explains the importance of some
key terms such as latency: the time
lapse of 15 or more years between
€xposure to a cancer-causing substance
and the development of the disease;
and synergism: how several substances
acting together cause cancer.

With some notable exceptions (e.g.
mesothelioma, 3 cancer caused only
by asbestos) cancers do not carry a
“label” as to their cause. So, the
epidemiology of cancer is very com-
plex and considerations suych as
latency and synergism add to the

The Environment Protection Author-
ity’s seventeen ““cancer principles”
unequivocally blame substances in Medicine at the schop; of Public
the environment as cauges of the Health, Universizy of Illinois ar the
majority of cancers and, like the Med;
Delaney amendment, accept animal
tests as a guide to human carcino-
genesis.

The Shell company drew up its
own ‘“‘cancer Principles” — 3 somewhat
different guide. Animal tests in mice
ar¢ quoted to prove the safety of
some Shell products _ however
Shell discredits mice as suitable test
animals where mouse tests have showed
other Shell products do cause cancer.

The Shell reaction is typical of
the double-talk of industry on cancer
research, :

Samuel . Epstein, M.D. is Professor
is possible — in giving evidepce‘to . -
groups struggling fcir self de'ter?lr:z;(tzlg)lz
that food self-reliance is
rnative.”
alteFood First is having a widespread
influence on overseas development
aid philosophy (at least in non-govern-
ment organizations) and for that alone
it deserves praise. But it is much more
that a Third World figvelopment
handbook — it is a deﬁmtl\}/le text for
justice activism everywhere. ;

fooli"icgrustt}llcose who feel they h’avent
the time to read Food First’s 400
pages, World Hunger 5 Ten Myt};s’],
by the same authors, is a concise
pages of text summarizing the argu};
ments of Food First in simple myt

at  the Children’s Cancer Research
Foundation in Boston, SeniorResearch
Associate in Pathology ar Harvard
Medicql School,  gnd Swetland
Professor of Environmental Health
and Human Ecology at Cyse Western
Reserve University Medical School,
An authority on toxic and carcinogenic
hazards dye 10 chemicql pollutants
he has authored about Wo hundred
Scientific DPublications gng four books;

] : served qs g consultant to various
difficulties.

debunking format. Like the [‘)‘arent
it puts our response in terms of “what

bk}
can we do” — :
is seen as necessary for effective

i.e. collective action

lobbying and as adcounter to the
5 werless”” syndrome.

I aTI;:ep?nstitute for Food & Develop-
ment Policy has a number of food
and politics publications. You can
send for a catalogue to 1.F.I?.P.,
2588 Mission Street, San Francisco,

US.A.

THE
CANCER
PLAGUE

THE POLITICS OF CANCER

by Samuel Epstein,

Sierra Club, San Francisco 1978

583 pages, hardback, approx $15.50.

ongst the thousands of books

pu};‘}irsnhedg each year, there comes the
rare book that represents a mlles‘fone
in the development of thoughE in a
particular field. Samuel Epstelps The
Politics of Cancer is a “qu.lestone
book” in three fields — politics, the
environment, and human health. And,
specifically, it’s a book'that must
surely bring about a radical changt;
in the approach to the study o

Epstein claims that industrial pollu-
tants of the twentieth century have.
caused a cancer plague in the‘U.S,
a plague which is growing dramaﬂcal_l}i
with the spread of the new industria
chemicals and which can only be

by political action. 1
Sto?ﬁ:td yaﬁother “back-to-nature

theory? Alas, no! i

Crarr}lr(ofessogr Epstein’s  professional
qualifications are impressive. But, even
more to the point, his truly shockm_g
story of industry-caused _cancer s
presented clearly and loglcally, andf
with a thorough documentation o
CVK]i)elIleri;g the twentieth century hot
debate has gone on as to the causes
of cancer, and the validity of meth(?ds
of research into them. Meanwhile,
as Epstein’s statistics show? there has
been an acceleration (in  cancer
mortality, particularly in younger

in cure rates (despite massive funds
spent on research into cure rather than
cause). T
While Epstein does not minimise
the risks of cigarette smoking, he

shows that even in non-smokers
lung-cancer is on the.increase. The
cancer plague is not uniform ::’h:ough-
out the U.S. “Cancer maps” reveal
the differing rates of partir:u}ar cancers
in different counties. hp§te1n is
cautious about drawing spec1ﬁc con-
clusions but points to the relatlonsplp
between the location of Izetro—chemlcal
excess rates of cancer.
Pla}l;S teilnig time of claims and counter-
claims about the causes of cancer, ]u§t
whose facts can you beheve‘_.7 This
book provides a timely guide to
i ith this question.

deakgg:{/e can r?ot morally perform
clinical experiments on humans, our
knowledge of ca’ncer-cagses depends
largely on statistical studies of cancers

Epstein  discusses this;
methods of animal testing; and the
uses and inadequecies of quick
laboratory tests such as the Ames test.

And then, on to the body of the
book: the history of particular cancer-
causing substances in the work-place:
asbestos, viny] chloride, benzene | '
It is a gtisly history not only of mass-
suffering but of industry suppression
of data, deliberate pPromotion of mjs.
leading research-studies funded by the
industries, and attempts to discredit
independent studies.

The massive effort of the tobacco
industry to discredit epidemiological
findings has been followed, more
subtly, by other industries. Epstein
describes and documents them all —
saccharin, acrylonitrile, estrogens, oral
contraceptives, particular medications,
cosmetics.

However the real punch of thjs
book is in its thorough investigation
of the various U.S. government agencies
and the political means available to
stem the tide of carcinogens being
released into the work-place and the
environment, Of course, industry
can also use political means tq avoid
environmental controls and subvert
government  agencies. Nevertheless
Epstein details the positive steps —
such as the 1958 Delaney amendment
to the Food and Drug Act, which
restricts carcinogenic food additives.

Epstein €Xposes industry responses:
impeding research, resisting worker
health measures, and exporting dirty
industries and dirty products (eg.
high-tar cigarettes) to the Third World.
His accounts of how the industry
Propagandizes the public in the
US. sounds very like what s
happening in Australia “ap evolving
media campaign, in whijch the
chemical and oj] industries are striving
to improve their public images with a]]
the techniques of modern mass
advertising”,

The Politics of Cancer is an eye-
opener into the political implications
of chemically-induced cancer, and the
urgent need for labour and consumer
groups to get themselves informed.

In a book called The Politics of
Cancer it is extraodinary that ionizing
radiation from the nuclear power
industry s completely  ignored.
Epstein acknowledges the omission,
saying that it would “require a book
in itself”,

Another reservation about this book
is that Epstein does not seem to
recognize the implications for the
Western life — style if environmental
cancer were to be successfully tackled.
To Epstein, continued  industria]

growth is  compatible with  full
environmental protection. But this is
surely debatable.

Congressional committees, federg]
agencies and organized labour, and has
been closely involveq in the growth
of the public interest movement.

Noel Wauchope

Honicker vs
Hendrie

On the 6th September, 1978,
Jeannine Honicker took out an
injunction in the Nashville District
Court, seeking to have an immediate
shutdown of all nuclear reactors and
facilities in the US. Defendants in the
action were the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) who, it is alleged,
is licencing large-scale random murder
of present and future generations,

As evidence of this claim a 152
page background document was pre-
sented to the court, covering in great

¢ “detail the ways in which radiation
escapes from the nuclear fye] cycle
and the health hazard posed by this
radiation. This background document
has been published under the name of
“Honicker Vs Hendrie, a lawsuit to
end atomic power”, and contains a
goldmine of information for the anti-
nuclear activist.

A copy of “Honicker Vs Hendrie”
had found its way inte the FOE Syd-
ney office and this is where I came
across it. I've seen quite a few books

cancer.

people — but no overall improvement
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on nuclear power and its hazards, but

few impressed me as
«“Honicker Vs Hendrie;” and few have
been so useful for reference. 1

wouldn’t say that it is a good intro-
duction to the nuclear debate, but 1
was so impressed with its value to
people fighting the mining of uranium
in Australia that I took steps to ensure

that more copies
around the anti-uranium movement.

explaining the evolution of our under-
standing about the health effects of
radiation. It then explains how current

radiation standards
assumption on which they are based.

much as

found their way

«“Honicker Vs Hendrie” starts by

are set, and the

Following this is a very readable sec-
tion on how new research findings
undermine many past assumptions and
make obvious the need for a change in
these standards. Throughout this part,
and part 2 which traces the nuclear
fuel cycle,is a wealth of tables, graphs,
and quotes from congressional hear-
ings, studies and reports.

The Honicker Vs Hendrie case went
before the court on 7 October, 1978,
in a preliminary hearing. Testifying as
to the threat posed by the nuclear
industry were two veterans and long-
standing critics of nuclear power, Dr.
John Gofman and Dr. Ernest Stern-
glass. Their testimony and the pro-
ceedings of the court that day have
been published in a book called *“Shut-
down,” copies of which are just start-
ing to make their way into Australia.
It makes fascinating reading.

" At one stage in the hearings Dr.
Sternglass was questioned about his
studies of the changes in infant mortal-
ity in areas surrounding seventeen nu-
clear reactors and facilities. He replied:

«] do not rely on projections . . -
We rely solely upon 2 comparison
between a city which has suddenly had
nuclear power operating in it. Before
then it had a coal plant or oil plant in
it and afterwards, suddenly, for no
other explainable reason that has as

yet been advanced by anyone in the .

industry or the Atomic Energy Com-

mission, or the NRC, there was 2

sudden and unexplained rise in infant

deaths, in leukemia, and many years
later, in various types of cancers. ...~

Dr. Gofman, questioned about
attempts by the nuclear industry to
discredit any scientific findings which

¢ L b
showed radiation to be more hazard-
ous than has officially been acknow-

ledged, replied:
“ . the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion during its existence did not look

_favourably upon people who indicated

that radiation Wwas harmful, because
their whole thought was to suggest
that there was some safe dose of radi-
“ation.

Dr. Arthur Tamplin, my colleague,
when we published the paper showing
that radiation would produce twenty
times as many cancers per unit of
radiation as had been thought, Dr.
Tamplin had some of his scientific
papers censored.

He had twelve of his thirteen scien-
tific colleagues taken away from him.

He was honoured by the American
Cancer Society with an invitation 1o
come and talk to them about his work,
and ordinarily in our laboratory Spon-
sored by the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion that’s a great feather in the cap of

the laboratory, but Dr. Tamplin had
two days’ pay docked to go o that
meeting, which had never happened
before to a scientist, to my knowledge.

Myself, my staff was not taken
away in connection with this, the radi-
ation work, but I did lose $250,000 a
year from my cancer chromosome
work, which is directly a harassment
for my position on this.

More recently when Dr. Mancuso

~——- "

made his announc

e -

his findings

-

ement of

that the radiation was more harmful
than I said it was eight years ago, he

had his funds cut off.
Congressional
that there was no

hearings indicated
justification for

cutting these funds off. That’s in the
congressional record now.

Dr. Irwin
tration . .. "

And so the
January 12,1

Bross is another illus-

testimony went on. On
979, Judge Morton dis-

missed Honicker’s case against the

NRC because

he determined his court

lacked jurisdiction on the matter. One

week later, a

notice of appeal from

Judge Morton’s decision was filed in
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeal and
a simultaneous application was lodged
with the US Supreme Court to exped-
jate the NRC’s own handling of the

matter. Since

then the case has been in

and out of several courts and is due
go before the US Supreme Court again

in November.

Paul Marshall

Honicker Vs Hendrie — @ lawsuit
to end atomic power.

The Book Pu

blishing Co.

Summertown, UASH
1978. 160 pp.

Price $5.00
(Available a
elsewhere.)

t FOE Collingwood and
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Power in Australia?!

PropuceD BY FOE. PERTH

Friends of the Earth are all aroundyou. . .

Victorian Groups

VICTORIAN RESOURCE CENTRE: 366 Smith Street.
Collingwood 3066. Phone (03) 419-8700.

BALLARAT: F.O.E., Hall’s Boot Factory, 10 Nolan St.,
Ballarat 3350. Phone (053) 35-8059.

BENDIGO: F.O.E. P.O. Box 60, Eaglehawk, 3556.

BONANG: Debbie Mcllroy, C/oc Bonang 3888. Phone
(0648) 90250 or 80236.

COLAC: Sally Kellet, Forrest Road, Barwon Downs 3243

ELTHAM: Robyn Frazer, PO Box 295, Eltham 3095
Phone (03) 439-1452.

FRANKSTON: Bill Buck, 15 Elisdon Drive, Seaford 3198.
Phone (03) 786-4760.

GLEN WAVERLEY: Rob Martin, Phone (03) 88-3784 or
Mick McKeon, phone (03) 56-3243.

HAWTHORN: Rob Harris. 30 Harts Pde., East Hawthorn
3123. Phone (03) 82-8800 or Ray Radford, 819-4105.
LATROBE VALLEY (GIPPSLAND): Robert Spinner,
44 Haigh St, Moe, 3825. Phone (051) 27-2277 (work).
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY: Environment Resource Centre,
La Trobe University Union, Bundoora 3083. Phone (03)

478-3122 ext 2456.

MITCHAM: Kevin Smith, 17 Beleura Ave., Vermont 3133.
Phone (03) 874-6049.

MONASH UNIVERSITY: C.R.A.C., Monash University
Student Union, Wellington Rd, Clayton 3168. Phone
(03) 541-3141.

ST ANDREWS: Reg Evans, C/- P.O. St Andrews. Phone
(03) 710-1451.

SWINBURNE COLLEGE: Contact Centre, Swinburne
College Students Union, John St, Hawthorn 3122.
Phone (03) 819-8395.

WODONGA: Colin McQueen, C/o AWOL Meats, Kelly St.,
Wodonga 3677. Phone (060) 26-1306.

Western Australia

PERTH: FOE, C/o the Environment Centre, 537 Wellington
St., Perth 5000. Phone (09) 321-5942.

NEDLANDS: 28 Everet St, Nedlands, 6009. Phone (077)
386-1522.

Queensland

BRISBANE: FOE, West End Resource Centre, 75b Vulture
St., West End (mail to PO Box 667, South Brisbane
4101). Phone (07) 44-1766.

TOWNSVILLE: C/- North Queensland Conservation
Centre, 328 Sturt St, Townsville, 4810. (mail to GPO
Box 364 Townsville). Phone (077) 71-6226.

Australian Capital Territory

CANBERRA: FOE, PO Box 1875, Canberra City ACT
2601. Phone (062) 47-3064.

South Australia

ADELAIDE: 310 Angas St., Adelaide 5000. Phone (08)
223-6917.

PORT PIRIE: Ms Ali Fricker, P.O. Box 7, Port Pirie, 5540
Phone Port Germein, 34-5269 (or Bert King 32-1173).

Tasmania

HOBART: FOE, C/o The Environment Centre, 102 Bathurst
St., Hobart 7000. Phone (002) 34-5543.

BURNIE: FOE, PO Box 350 Ulverstone 7315. Phone
(004) 35-7384.

LAUNCESTON: Launceston Environment Centre, 103
Wellington St, Launceston. 7250.

New South Wales Groups
SYDNEY: 232 Castlereagh St., Sydney 2000. Phone (02)
235-8037.

BATHURST: Sandy Ruecroft, C/- Communications Depart-
ment, Mitchell C.A.E., Bathurst. Phone (063) 33-2216.

BLUE MOUNTAINS: Cathy Clarke, 26 St George’s Cres,
Faulconbridge, 2776. Phone (047) 51-2820.
also Frank van Zantan, 125 Great Western Highway,
Whitford. 2778 Phone (047) 58-6273.

CENTRAL COAST: David Scott, “Top of the Glen”,
Ourimbah 2258.

GOSFORD: Tony Newman, Whole Earth Farm, Lot 24
Glen Rd., Ourimbah 2258.

GOULBURN: Max Grieve, Goulburn College of Advanced
Education, McDermott Drive, Goulburn 2580.

GRAFTON: 223 Prince St., Grafton 2460.

HURSTVILLE: Ray Kent, 92 Hudson St, Hurstville, 2220.
Phone (C2) 579-5082.

KIAMA: Jan Bradley, 86 North Kiama Drive, Kiama, 2533.
Phone (043) 37-7297.

LAKE MACQUARIE: 27 Marlin Ave., Floraville 2280.

LISMORE: Norm MacKay, C/- Northern Rivers CAE,
Lismore, 2480.

MOSMAN: Kevin Hardacre, 11 Bennelong Rd, Cremorne,
2090. Phone (02) 90-5993.

MULLUMBIMBY: Jim Bendseldt, Copper Lane, Mullum-
bimby, 2482.

NEWCASTLE: C/- The Trades Hall, Union St, Newcastle,
2300. Phone (049) 25641.

NOWRA: P. Auld, P.O. Culburra, 2540.

NSW INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY: Mary Johnston,
C/- SRC, NSW Institute of Technology, Brickfield Hill,
2000. Phone (02) 389-6011.

SURRY HILLS: Kim & Paul, 37 Nickson St, Surry Hills.
Phone (02) 698-7570.

WOLLONGONG: Alex Zilionis, 4 Marchant Cres, Mt
Warrigal, 2528. Phone (042) 96-4067.

Northern Territory

DARWIN: PO Box 2120, Darwin 5794. Phone (089)
81-3804.

ALICE SPRINGS: C/- Central Australia Conservation
Council, Reg Harris Lane, Todd St, Alice Springs, N.T.
5750. Phone John Reeves (089) 81-3804.

New Zealand
AUCKLAND: FOE, PO Box 39065, Auckland West, NZ.

THE EARTH NEEDS YOU FOR A FRIEND,
2 JOIN US!
Simply fill in this form and send it to your local FOE
group.
MEMBERSHIP FEE js $10 (or what you can afford) and
entitles you to Chain Reaction plus any other newsletters
etc which your local group may produce.









