



























































the beginning of this, The Atomic Cafe
is quite satisfactory within its own con-
text and I think lots of people should
bop along to see it. So do go and take
your friends. Think about the structure,
the content and the propaganda if you’ve
got the time or energy — talk about it
afterwards. But I guess nobody should
really miss such an opportunity to have
a good laugh at some of the old enemy’s
expense. Watch close for tricky Dick
Nixon —and the Russian bear —it’sa gem.

operator. He has been a Chain Reaction
worker for two years.

Looks and Smiles, directed by Ken
Loach, 35 mm, black & white, 107
minutes. Available for non-theatrical
sales and hire on video, 16 mm and
35 mm from Oceania Media Network,
GPO Box 1391, Sydney, NSW 2001,
Tel: (02) 264 3529.

Reviewed by Mary Callaghan

Looks and Smiles is an honest, eye-
level account of three teenagers’ con-
frontations with life in an heavily
industrialised environment which is
crippled by unemployment. The location
is Sheffield, England, a city that thrived
on steel manufacture in the past, but
now cannot cope with fluctuations in
the economy. School leavers inherit the
system’s inadequacies. Except for the
unique Midlands dialect and regional
vernacular the film could be set in many
Australian industrial cities.

Director Ken Loach and writer
Barry Hines sensitively handle a style
of social realism that examines life
without being heavy or overtly didactic.
They have achieved a harmony between
a credible drama that is neither indulgent
nor emotionally exploitative, and a
scathing documentary that is rich with
detail but never obsessive.

Cinematographer Chris Menges con-
sciously simplifies the image, developing
an essential, uncluttered view that is in
touch with a realist aesthetic. Looks and
Smiles is effectively photographed in
black and white; the form never distracts
from the content or provides soft
options.

The exceptional clarity and quiet
strength of Looks and Smiles lies in its
concern for ordinary working class
people and their situation. The warmth
and humanity of Hines, Loach and
Menges is expressed in the genuine

Tim Darling is a printer and process camera

respect for people implicit in their
work.

Loach stresses the team effort and
trust that his work relies on for its
credibility, especially when working
with inexperienced actors in an ‘auth-
entic’ situation. The value of that trust
is evident in the convincing and moving
performances given by the three prin-
cipal cast members, Grahame Greene
(Mick), Carolyn Nicholson (Karen) and
Tony Pitts (Allan), all Sheffield locals
who had never acted professionally
before.

The opening sequence of the film
probes disturbingly at society’s values
and priorities. An army recruitment
film is being screened to an audience
of school leavers. The immediate
question for Mick and Allan is whether
the army is a viable solution to
unemployment. Lured by financial
reward and aggravated by minimal job
opportunities, Allan opts for the army.
He is sent to Northern Ireland where he
finds expression for his frustrations
and acceptable employment for his
anger.

Mick is keen to be a motor mechanic;
one of his few pleasures is working on
his second-hand motorbike where he
shows both aptitude and perseverance.
Disillusioned by his abortive attempts
to secure an apprenticeship he leans
towards the army as a means of escape.
His  father is dead-set against it: ‘he
won’t see a son of his a strike breaker’.

At a disco Mick meets Karen and a
friendship evolves on a romantic note.
Saved from any notion of escapist
idealism the relationship is mutually
supportive and at times refreshingly
clumsy.

Karen works in a shoe shop and
lives with her mother in a high-rise
commission flat. She is emotionally
ravaged by her parents’ broken
marriage. Her resentment of her
mother’s new boyfriend and claustro-
phobic living conditions drive her to
run away. Mick pillions Karen down
south to see her father. They find that
he has made a new life for himself and
there is neither physical nor emotional
room for Karen.

Life continues very much the same
back in Sheffield. Mick skims the
surface of petty crime and is still
without a job. Allan returns on leave
loaded with bravado and stories of war.
He describes how a fellow soldier was
killed. When Mick asks if they got the
person responsible he replies, ‘we got
some bastard’. Karen is afraid that
Allan will win Mick and he will join
up, breaking up her relationship with
him. For Mick the alternatives in the
end remain the same as in the
beginning — long-term unemployment
or the army.

Looks and Smiles is not grim and
depressing; it does not whinge or nag.
The story is told with warmth, humour

.and even romance but Loach has no use

From the film Looks and Smiles.

for melodramatic resolution. He leaves
us with the same questions that Mick,
Karen and Allan are struggling to
answer, with no more information than
they have.

Mary Callaghan is a Sydney filmmaker who
recently directed the film Greetings from
Wollongong.
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Keeping the Peace: Women’s Peace
Handbook 1, edited by Lynne Jones,
The Women’s Press, London, 162 pages,
$9.50 (soft cover). '

Reviewed by Amanda Collinge

‘That men must fight and women must
weep is the implacable ruling of Fate,
so say the pretentious wise and cynics.’
(Keeping the Peace, p ix).

That women are organising and
actively opposing nuclear war on an
international scale, is the message of
Keeping the Peace. Lynne Jones has
collected accounts from women in-
volved in the Greenham Common
Peace Camp, the American Women for
Life on Earth and German, Dutch and
Japanese women’s groups, in a book
which describes the energy and diversity
of recent women’s campaigns on peace
and nuclear-related issues.

The linking of feminist and anti-
militarist ideologies is by no means a
new phenomenon. In 1915, over 2000
women from all over Europe and the
USA met in The Hague to protest
against the war. During the 1950s, in
response to the cold war and ‘atmospheric
testing’, groups such as Women’s Strike
For Peace mailed their babies’ teeth to
USA congressmen to demonstrate the
effects of radioactive fallout.

What does seem to be new, though,
is the sudden proliferation in the last
two years of women’s groups acting
autonomously on peace-related issues.
Keeping the Peace is an attempt to
document this movement, which involves

young women and old, women with

children and without children, women
of differing political perspectives. Each
chapter is written by a woman, or
group of women, from twelve different
women’s peace initiatives throughout
the world. The accounts are sometimes
light-hearted, sometimes moving, always
informative, and together form a hand-
book for future women’s actions.

There is a feeling in some feminist
circles that by working on peace issues,
women reinforce the stereotyped role of
woman as ‘earth mother’, conciliator,
mopper-up of men’s troubles — an
image which the media exploit. But
members of Nottingham Women Oppose
the Nuclear Threat (WONT) feel that
‘feminism has a particular analysis of
the structures and causes of all violence

Nuclear technology is built on the
arrogance and confidence of mastery
(over nature as over women) and on
the belief in aggression as an heroic
quality’. WONT argues that women
must be assertive rather than con-
ciliatory peacemakers, and that a female
opposition to male values has to be
nonviolent.

Likewise, the American Women’s
Pentagon Action (WPA), claims that
only by linking feminism, ecology and
anti-militarism, by resisting all forms
of violence — to women’s bodies, the
earth and all living creatures — can life
on this planet be saved. In contrast to
WONT and WPA, are chapters written
by women who felt compelled to act
because of their traditional roles. For
example, Jini Lavelle, of Oxford Mothers
for Nuclear Disarmament, writes, ‘We
were all mothers — this is still our
common bond with a deep fear for our
children’s futures hanging in a mush-
room cloud above our heads.” Her
group organised separately because they
wanted to feel ‘comfortable, accepted
and uncriticised’.

The section ‘On Common Ground’ is
written in a fragmented narrative style
— snippets of recorded conversations
from the Greenham Common Peace
Camp, descriptions of the camp,
accounts of blockades. Clashes with
the police and the courts are included,
such as the Newbury Court case in which
women were charged with disrupting
the peace, and replied, ‘We are only
keeping the peace.” It is from this
incident that the book derives its title.
The variety of women camping -at
Greenham Common, the radicalisation
of individuals, and the decision to make
the camp women-only make for
fascinating reading.

Perhaps the most enlightening of all’

is the story of the Shibokusa women of
Mount Fuji in Japan, who have occupied
cottages surrounding a military base for
many years now. Despite harassment
from right-wing groups, and an eviction
carried out by 1000 riot police in
1970, these women have maintained a
courageous stand. Most,of the Shibokusa

Lynne Jones,editor
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women are in their late 50s or 60s, yet
tactics include running across practice
shooting fields and building fires in the
middle of military drill exercises. Many
have been arrested, but tell police
nothing. ‘We just say we’re so old, we
can’t remember when we were born
or who we are.” The Shibqkusa women
see militarism as violence against the
land, and are determined to die rather
than move from the cottages. ‘We are
the strongest women in Japan! And we
want other women to be like us!’

The last four chapters of Keeping
the Peace give practical information
for women interested in initiating new
actions for peace. Everything from
organising an International Women’s
Day for Disarmament, to a mass lobby
of parliament, to setting up a women-
only peace camp outside a military
base is outlined. Hints on publicity
strategies, media contacts and fund-
raising are followed by ideas for long
distance marches, street theatre and
other symbolic -forms of protest. There
is a good discussion of non-violent
direct action — affinity groups, non-
cooperation with police, the value of
arrests: to a campaign etc. The final
section on resources lists periodicals,
films, handbooks, addresses of women’s
organisations around the world and
suggested reading on feminism and
anti-militarism.

Overall the book confirms the worth
of women organising separately. Auto-
nomous women’s groups have created
spaces in which strength, confidence,
innovations and joy have emerged, and
then been added to the general peace
movement. The importance of imagin-
ation and the use of symbols is common
to each protest action. The WPA puppets
of rage and mourning at the Pentagon,
the sand outside NATO headquarters in
Bonn thrown by German Women For

Greenham Common, have all forced the
attention of the media and the public
consciousness.

What remains is the need to evaluate
the effectiveness of these actions. Should
women be seeking greater involvement
in existing power structures? Or should
we be challenging the structures them-
selves? Keeping the Peace opts for
change, suggests how to bring about
changes, and articulates clearly why
they are necessary.

Amanda Kollinge has just got a job working
with radio station 4ZZZ in Brisbane.

World View 1983, An Economic and
Geopolitical Yearbook

(Originally published as L’Etat du
Monde, edited by Francois Geze,
Yves Lacoste and Alfredo Valladao,
Maspero, Paris, 1982.) English
adaptation edited by Pete Ayrton.
Pluto Press, London, 1982, 500 pages,
$14.95 (soft cover).

Reviewed by Keith Redgen

This I think is the second of what prom-
ises to be an ongoing annual publication
in the World View series. The idea and
much of the text comes from the
Maspero publishing group in France
who originally published it under the
title L’Etat du Monde (The State of the
World) and World View is an English
language adaptation by Pluto Press.

The book is a basic reference for cur-
rent trends and events in world politics,
economics and society, or in the words
of the subtitle, ‘an economic and geo-
political yearbook’. It is clearly a
daunting task to achieve such global aims
successfully in a single volume, especially
since there is a deliberate policy of
avoiding focus on the imperialist centres,
providing information and analysis on
all parts of the world and filling in the
gaps in popular and mainstream infor-
mation sources.

Clearly a lot of thought has gone into
devising the most effective means of
presentation. The result is quite success-
ful, if a little uneven. The book is divided
into eight separate parts which inter-
lock and are cross-referenced. It opens
with a brief chronology of newsmaking

|'events between July 1981 and June 1982,

mostly taken from The Times, The
New York Times and The New States-
man. The most striking thing about this
section is its eclecticism. It seems as if
the editors have tried to find an item of
news from as many separate days as
possible. It works as a reminder of the
period of history that the book is con-
cerned with and provides a historical
context for what follows.

The next section, ‘Strategic Ques-
tions’, contains substantial articles on
general topics. There are nine separate
pieces on what are perceived as key
issues, giving a background to and ex-
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planation of contemporary events and
politics. Apart from their intrinsic
value, the idea is that these essays will
prove useful in wunderstanding the
shorter pieces on individual countries
and regions. The topics covered are
imperialism, the crisis of capitalism and
finance capital, subversive and revol-
utionary movements, local areas of
tension, nuclear policy, the arms race
and disarmament, migration flows
around the world, and Eastern Europe.
While they are quite short they are
adequate as background pieces and have
valuable bibliographies.

Fifty-six shorter articles make up
the third section, ‘Behind the News’.
These discuss a wide range of issues of
more specific interest and are an uneven
combination of the most well known
and the more obscure issues and events,
from the Falklands/Malvinas dispute to
CB radio in the UK. Each of them is
well written and informative and many
deal with problems and trends that are
not widely recognised or understood.
The most positive thing about this and
the preceding section is their concen-
tration of things of importance that are
not dealt with in other accessible pub-
lications, and the bibliographies which
direct the reader to more extensive
sources.

The only problem is editorial selec-
tivity which has left some major gaps.
Almost predictably, women and the
women’s movement are treated in pas-
sing, in the context of ‘more impor-
tant’ issues with three short pieces on
abortion and contraception, and
women’s struggles in South America and
South Africa. Many issues of con-
temporaryimportance which should have
been dealt with, such as seed patenting,
are missing, and amazingly East Timor
and FRETILIN are hardly mentioned,
and West Irian not at all.

The following two sections, on the
major countries and regions of the world
are an exhaustive reference source, and
the editors have done an excellent job.
There is a separate review of each of the
163 countries of the world with longer
pieces on 34 major countries. A wealth
of statistical information is provided for
each country. These sections will be of
considerable long-term usefulness f(_)r
anybody researching or interested in
international politics.

Finally thereisa directory of research
and information listing groups and pup-
lications working in the areas covered in
the book, mainly in the USA, the UK
and Australia. The book closes with a

wide range of statistical tables on the
global economy, politics and society.
All in all this book should be of great
value to just about anybody. If you have
fifteen dollars to spend on a book it’s
worth picking up. If not try your local
or school library.

Keith Redgen spent all of his childhood in
Queensland and now lives in Elwood, Victoria.

The Ecology of Freedom by Murray
Bookchin, Cheshire Books, Palo Alto,
California; 1982, 385 pages, $12.50
(soft cover).

Reviewed by Peter Ellieffe

Murray Bookchin is an American
anarchist who has been writing on social
and environmental issues for more than
twenty years. This book is perhaps a
culmination of his work, sophisticated
polemic on behalf of an ecological
society, that is, one free of both the
domination of human beings and of
nature.

The emphasis on freedom has been
the distinguishing mark of anarchists.
In contrast marxists have often been
preoccupied with problems of social
justice or equality, which Bookchin
argues has often led radicals into an
acceptance, and even creation, of
powerful state and party structures.

The anarchist critique of domination
also has the advantage that it ties up
with the object of radical ecological
thinkers : the domination of nature.
Bookchin argues that the connection
exists historically. © Early societies
apparently existed without institution-
alised hierarchy. For example Eskimo
tribes respected children as much as
adults, and patriarchy was often
unheard-of in these ‘organic’ societies.
The Ecology of Freedom attempts to
reconstruct domination’s emergence.

According to Bookchin, the first
hierarchies began when the old attempted
to gain the allegiance of the young (in
bad times the old were sometimes left
to fend for themselves). They secured
their position by mystifying the world;
they became the first shamans and
witches. Thus, the ideology of nature as
dangerous, as requiring domination, was
linked to the growth of hierarchy, and
this conception has been with us ever
since.

This ideology also entailed a sharp
distinction between human society and
‘nature’, a cleavage which has become
extreme in our time. Aristotle’s
philosophy reflects an age when the
concept of technics was bound up with
ethical and political questions. Techne
was potential, a coming into being; it
was an interaction between ‘man’ and
nature which concerned the inner nature
of the object and the approp:iate means
of its modification for human use.

Technology today is simply a system
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The Ecology
of FREEDOM

by which we bend nature to our own

Bookchin traces the growth of the
state as a parallel to the growth of the
ideological and technical apparatus
required to subdue nature. Bureaucracy
is a form of social technology, a system
of techniques of social domination. If in
the twentieth century we have reached
unprecedented exploitation of both
human and natural ‘resources’, this is
not by chance.

In this book the author’s project of
an ecological society is outlined. The
ideals which would be manifested in
such a society would be drawn partly
from awareness of the nature of organic
societies, but obviously we cannot simply
return to a ‘state of nature’, and not
only because such societies have defects
from the modern point of view.

Ecological society would look to the
character of basic human relationships
such as the mother-child relationship,
where love and security is given without
recourse to a ‘contract’ ensuring an equal
exchange of emotion. Even in our
perverse society such relationships can
take place, and Bookchin suggests that
an awareness of this can be the inspi-
ration for the leaps of imagination
required to create an ecological society.

‘If we cannot be certain that the
human estate will advance, we do have
the opportunity to choose between
utopistic freedom and social immolation.’
The Ecology of Freedom is an un-
ashamedly utopian book, apparently
grounded on enormous research. For
those looking for a coherent ecological
theory, Bookchin certainly has some
valuable insights.
ends, or more precisely, to the ends of
our bosses. Similarly, ‘reason’ has been
largely devalued, according to Bookchin,
to mere technological rationality. This
fact leads some radicals (for example
Dada, the Sex Pistols, and other
romantics) to reject ‘the project of
reason’ out of hand.

Peter Ellieffe is a student who works with the

Chain Reaction collective ir Sydney.
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CROSS-COUNTRY
SKI ADVENTURES

WEEKEND BEGINNERS COURSE — $114
BEGINNERS SNOWCRAFT COURSE — $288
INCLUDES:

Transport Ex Cooma, ski instruction, hire skis,
boots and poles, food, group camping gear and
park entrance fee. Redg. Travel Agent B556

SYDNEY: Suite 806, Tower Building,
Australia Square, N.S.W. 2000
Phone (02) 27 8742 Telex: 27330

COOMA: 26 Sharp Street,
Cooma N.S.W. 2630
Phone: (0648) 21587

Please send me your 24 page brochure of treks
and ski trips.

WANT TO STUDY
THE ENVIRONMENT?

Tasmania offers special opportunities
in this field.

The University of Tasmania offers a
two-year postgraduate degree for
Master of Environmental Studies
by course-work or research, and

Doctor of Philosophy by research.

for information write to Dr R. Jones,
Centre for Environmental Studies,
University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C,
Hobart 7001

Tasmania

the environment state

HIMALAYAN TREKS

Join our small groups for one of the world’s
greatest adventures. Savour the magnificence of
the highest mountains on earth. Share in ancient
cultures rich in spirit and ceremony.

Our walks range from very easy to very

challenging. All areas of the Himalayas and
indeed all the great mountain ranges of the
world are included in our new program.
AUSTRALIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS
SYDNEY: 159 Cathedral Street, Woolloomooloo
NSW 2011. Tel. (02) 357 3555

MELBOURNE: Suite 602, Wellesley House,

126 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne VIC 3002.

Tel. (03) 419 2333 or (03) 419 2920

ADELAIDE: 40 Waymouth Street, Adelaide SA 5000.
Tel. (08) 212 7857

Please rush me your FREE colour adventure catalogues.

ADDRESS

IR o e w4 POSTCODE

Some Recreational
Vehicles cost the Earth . ..

DON’T

CUSTOM BUILT BIKES
COMPETENT REPAIRS
TOURING SPECIALISTS

31 GLEBE POINT ROAD
2037 (02) 660 6605




i v,
et g
/’['"/ X

P,
S0

2






