






























































Books

The Politics of Agent Orange: The
Australian experience by Jock McCulloch,
Heinemann, 1984, 252 pages, $14.95 (soft
cover).

Reviewed by Phil Shannon

US ingenuity reached new lows in the
sixties. Ecological devastation was prac-
tised on Vietnam as the USA attempted to
‘alter the landscape of a country for political
ends’ through a massive defoliation and
crop destruction campaign, as Jock McCul-
loch discusses in The Politics of Agent
Orange.

Agent Orange was one of the chemicals
used in Operation Ranch Hand, a ten-year
$120 million program to denude cover and
deny food for the South Vietnamese
guerrilla resistance (the National Liber-
ation Front) and to force one in three
South Vietnamese peasants to flee to
hamlets and cities under the control of the
USA (‘fleecing Communism’ we were duti-
fully told by our Free Press).

Twelve months spraying could destroy
‘enough food to feed 600000 people for a
year’ boasted the generals. One helicopter
could destroy anacre of rice in five seconds.

There were problems, however, with this
‘high-technology answer to the politics of
national liberation’. Peasant deaths, can-
cers, birth abnormalities and spontaneous
abortions failed to win their hearts and
minds. Animals died and agriculture was
ruined - the ‘friendly crops’ of poor
Vietnamese that were destroyed along with
the ‘hostile’ Communist crops, were not
compensated for (unlike Michelin’s ruined
rubber plantations). The campaign failed
militarily (as the NLF increased its support)
and under the pressure of the domestic
anti-war movement.

Vietnam, however, still bleeds from its
chemical wounds. Not that that worries the
USA or its ‘branch office’ in Canberra, but
because white soldiers also suffered from
the chemicals, a real threat was posed to
powerful political, bureaucratic and corp
orate interests. The sick and dying veterars
threaten to undermine the legitimacy aid
super-profits of the chemical indudry
(chemical sales in the OECD alone amsunt
to over $300 billion per annum). In Aust-
ralia, the conservative hegemony sf the
Returned Services [eague (RSL), frmers,
the right-wing parties, the Departnent of
Veterans’ Affairs and the US aliance s
threatened. The ‘range of casualtes’ of the
Agent Orange issue is vast.No crude

conspiracy but an ‘involuntary collusion of
sorts’ has united these vested interests
against the veterans.

In this fight, however, McCulloch
weakens the veterans' case a little by
championing their cause too uncritically at
times. He presents the yeterans in the
glossy myth of the noble Digger. He denies
that the Australians could have committed
any war atrocities. His' distaste for the
‘indignity’ of such ‘dark’charges flies in the
ugly face of the historical facts about the
crimes, the rape etc of all aggressive wars.
His concern for truth/and justice, for the
veterans, wobbles whén he asserts that the
My Lai massacre was within the bounds of
‘war ethics’ and does not prove US
involvement in Vietnam was criminal’!

McCulloch doesrecognise, however, that
the veterans are conservative. They believe
that Vietnam was a good cause and do not
oppose the wider abuses of chemicals used
in agriculture, Their only political differ-
ence with the RSL is over compensation
for exposureto chemicals in Vietnam. The
veterans cax thus be bought off (as in the
successful gut-of-court settlement by Dow
Chemicals in the USA without pressing
home th: wider political questions of
capitalish, chemicals and war.

Ovenll, with a rigorous analysis of the
evidense and anawareness of the politicised
natur-of scientific research, McCulloch
mak:s a strong case for the veterans. Yet if
the veterans (‘our boys’) face tough ob-
stacles, then how much more so do the
Vietnamese people in their search for justice
«nd compensation, having to confront
Western racism (soured by Geoffrey-the-
tyranny-of-dim-sims-Blainey) and anti--
communism as well. | would like to think
that the veterans’ case, so grippingly and
fluently told by McCulloch, may yet help
us to repay our debt to Vietnam. It is high
time that we started fixing up this Third
World debt, not the one owed by poor
countries to the Western banks, but the
one owed by Western imperialism to the
poor countries for the military, social,
economic (and chemical) suffering we have
inflicted upon them.

Overpowering Tasmania: a briefing paper
on power supply and demand by Bob
Burton, The Wilderness Society, Hobart,
December 1984, 46 pages, $3.

Reviewed by Ann Lowder

Phil Shannon is a public servant in Canberra

and a member of the Communist Party of

Australia.

The Tasmanian Hydro-Electric Commis-
sion’s single minded determination to build
more and more power stations led to its
attempt to dam the Franklin, one of
Australia’s last wild rivers. The defeat of
that attempt hasn’t caused the HEC to
reassess its course, according to the
Research Officer of the Wilderness Society,
Bob Burton. In Overpowering Tasmania
he argues that the HEC’s forecasts of
future power demand are wildly inaccurate
and that the state government’s mis-
management of power developments would
lead to higher power charges and will
ultimately cost many jobs.

There is, he says, a sizeable power
surplus, which will grow in the next few
years with the completion of the Pieman
Scheme. The surplus will persist into the
next decade if the projected King, Henty
Anthony and thermal power stations are
completed.

The inevitable consequences of Premier Robin
Gray’s policy will be massive subsidies being
offered to energy intensive industries irrespective
of the numbers of jobs created, in a desperate
attempt to soak up surplus power.

The report provides a detailed critique
of the policy of hydro-industrialisation
which he argues is not only no longer
working but is distorting the direction of
the state’s economy. He argues that the
early success of the policy in facilitating the
establishment of Comalco, Temco, Elec-
trona Carbide, EZ and APPM also had its
limitations.

In recent years the ability of hydro-indus-
trialisation to create jobs has faded as the
national and international economies have
undergone major transformations and the
ability of the HEC to produce power
cheaper than available elsewhere has
declined markédly. Despite the decline in
competitiveness the HEC artificially sti-
mulated consumption by offering massive
subsidies to energy intensive industries and
heavily promoting domestic consumption.
Burton argues that this has resulted in
domestic consumers paying considerably
more for their power than they should.

Overpowering Tasmania also examines
the problems that other states in Australia
are having with power supplies, such as the
Western Australian gas surplus and the
massive surpluses of electricity in New
South Wales and Victoria. Burton argues
that the existence of these surpluses will
have a considerable impact on the ability
of the HEC to attract any new energy
intensive industry to Tasmania, particularly
as the mainland states produce power
more cheaply than the new hydro projects
and do not suffer the same freight dis-
advantage as Tasmania.

The report is thoroughly referenced and
is 50 accurate in its analysis that the HEC
refused to comment on it.

40 Chain Reaction

Printed by Waverley Offset Publishing Group, (03) 560 5111.
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=1 Dear friends

| In light of the Australian-government’s stand in
relation to the MX missile tests off our coast, we
= feel it is necessary to send a protest vessel to the

1 Australian peace and environmental movements.

- | establishing an organisation and in purchasing a
1 vessel.
L L

# Such an organisation would have the potential to

4 A_ any other nuclear activity in Australian and
| surrounding waters. It could also investigate and

8= in educational tours and raising funds for future
B protests. . »

An open letter from the Nuclear Disarmament
Party

splashdown site as a representative of the

Due to the financial and physical constraints
involved, we are asking for your assistance in

protest and publicise the visits of nuclear-armed
and powered ships, the export of uranium, and

protest environmental pollution in Australia and
neighbouring countries, as well as being involved

We would see the overall objective of the vessel to
be in assisting the creation of a non-oppressive
world free from the threat of nuclear and
environmental devastation.

For further information contact'the Nuclear
Disarmament Party on (03)631466 or c/- GPO
Box 5228BB, Melbourne, Vic 3001. Donations are
welcome for the ‘Peace Boat” — make cheques
payable to the NDP, and post to the above
address.




