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CENTRE TO CLOSE · - NO~I WHAT? 

The "Gay Lib Crisis" meeting on April 15th was attended by about 20 people 
who decided tha.t the Brunswick St. Centre should be c1osed. There are many 
reasons, but the essential ones are economic: ·· 

a) no likelihood of raising the necessary income w'ithout further drawing 
on persona 1 funds. The gay peop 1 e w'ith bra ins for money-making a ren • t in 
Gay Lib. 

b) the low level of.activity at the Centre in recent months doesn't justify 
a legal commitment to pay $1,600+ over the next year. 

One suggestion was that we (i.e. those present) each pledge an equal proportion 
of the $1,pOO.- This was rejected on the grounds that those who do the work shouldn't 
be paying the bills as well. When this happens, as it has recentlY, it raises the 
question Whom does the Centre exist for? We speak of a movement, yet increasingly 
it seems that all gay political activity is done by and for a handful of Old Gay Lib 
enthusiasts.' Recruitment into the movement is non-existent.To what extent does 
this indicate our assumptions about the nature of homosexual oppression have 
become dated? One view expressed was that the social climate has changed just 
enough for most gay people not to need Gay Lib in the way we did in 1971-72. 
The absorption of gay lib ideas has taken the edge of the worst oppression -
and life, if not great, is at least tolerable: an expanded commercial scene 
and greater frankness and less need for secrecy in 11 straight 11 society. 

A Party has been organized for this Friday, at the Centre to pay off remaining 
debts, about $200. 

The discussion of What Next for Gay Lib? was suspended for a fortnight (till 
Thursday, 29th April) to give interested people a chance to consider what they 
want · and what they are prepared to do to offset ·· the di sad vantages of 1 eavi ng 
the Centre. In particular, these are seen as: 

a) the loss of the Gay Liberation listing in the telephone directory, and 
therefore the facility for phone contact/counselling. Although the 
Counse 11 i ng Service run by Society Five may 111eet the counse 11 i ng needs 
of gay men, there is no counselling availab·le for lesbian women unless 
they know to contact the Women's Centre. 

b) the.loss of a base for organizing new groups, protests, campaigns, etc. 
It seems Gay Lib activity has always happened .in bursts , according to 
who's free to devote time and energy, and what the issues of the day are . 
For example, between the Conference la.st year and January this year there 
was quite a lot activHy (although stemmi ng from the initiatives of a few): 
Gay T~achers Group meeting fortnightly, Clohesy campaign, news1 etters , 
banner-making, Gays Against Fraser, activities supporting Black Liberation 
Movement. The issues are still there if we want to look (e.g . those Ventures 
Commercials), it's just motivated, energeti c people that are so scarce.· 

As a means of fulfilling both these functions at a lesser cost, some people 
favoure~ Gay Lib renting a cheap room equ·ipped with a phone. A tentative offer 
of such premises in North Melbourne has been made. This ~ti11 leaves unanswered 
the question of who wants a Centre badly enough to work at it and/or pay for it. 
This is the business of Thursday's meeting. 

If you can't make the Thursday meeting but have got something to say, phone 
or write to us by then. 
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.II ITA RIGliT ON: 

RADICAL 

(The following is a part ial tr ,n~.-::ription of a 
~1eeting I attended last week. I fel t it was very 
important, so I am printing it instead of mv usual 
column on advanced political theory. 

RR} 

CHA! R - The general meeting of the Radical, 
Revolutionary anti-racist, anti-capitalist 
anti: imperialist, anti-discrimination, anti-smog 
lesbian Feminists wilf come to order. As you 
recall, last week , vve voted to set aside today's 
business in orde' 'u ,:'.evote t he whole meeting to a 
discussion of th(~ ra1.1c, " How do we reach the 
masses?'' . . . I t,:o: c hair recognizes Susan 
Savedwoman. · 

SUSAN SAVEDWOMAN - Yes, I think one of the 
reasons that o'ur group has dwindled to a handful is 
because of the name of our group. It turns a lot of 
new people off, and most do n 't even c0me at all. 
For example, :, lot 01 bar r .. 80t~ le don', fii~e the 
word· "Lesb' ·,n". ·n11;y prefer ::,c word " gay". I 
propose we rri.1 \<t a chanoE:. · 

CHAI A - Tha-r'g ::; ven, ~·. 001.~ idea . A ll in favor of 
Susan's Vl : ·,.·: .. J rai:,c vo..i r left hand . . . The 
motion Cc' 1·i,,s unanimously. Will the secretary 
note that th.=: : 1ame· of our group has been changed 
to the Bad,cai, Revolutionary, Anti-racist, 
Anti-capitalist, Anti-imperialist Gay Feminists. The 
chair recognizes Frances Freedom. 

FRANCES FREEDOM - I think a lot of our problem 
is that we keep ourselves apart from the masses. 
When we go to the bar, we all sit together. r think 
we should try to make contact with the "bar 
people". 

WANDA WOMANKIND - We've tried it before but 
· they refuse to associate with us. They ins,;t on 

dancing in couples even though we always try to 
pull them into circle dances, they won't listen to us 
when we tell them how stupid roles are, and when 
we start singing the Women's Army Song during 
sexist slow songs, they give us dirty looks. 

SUSAN SAVEOWOMAN - We reaHy must do a 
consciousness-raising on those people. I propose we 
do a guerrilla theatre zap action in there this 
weekend. 

WANDA WOMANKIND - Yes. I think we should get 
lavender spray paint and go into the bathroom and 
paint "Everyone in this place is a sexist pig" and 
"Sisterhood is Powerful" on the walls. · · 

FRANCES FREEDOM - I'll help. 
RITA RIGHT - Me too. 

POLITICS 

CHAIR - Good. Wanda will take responsibility for 
this aclion aimed at bringing about communication 
with bar people. Are there any more suggestions 
for t he group in its outreach to the masses? ... 
The chair recognized Nancy Nottaslave. 

NANCY NOTTASLAVE - Yes . I think our problem 
is that we ignore new people who come to this 
meeting. Severa! new women a week show up, 
none of us speaks to them, so they never come 
back. I see two new women sitting over in the 

. corner who haven't said anything at all this 
evening. I'd like to hear from them: why they're 
here and what they'd !ike to see this group do. 

NEW PERSON - My name's Nicki and my old lady, 
Suzie, and I thought we'd come and see if you guys 
can help us out. I got fired yesterday from my job 
as foreman at a factory because they found out I'm 
gay, and I want to know what I can do to fight it. 

FRANCES FREEDOM - You do have a problem, 
but more than you think. First off, calling your 
lover your "old lady" is very sexist and 
monogamous. Secondly, we are not "guys" we are 
women. And thirdly, you couldn't have been a 
foreMAN because you're a woman. Now what 
were you saying? 

·1 



NIC I - What? Oh ... I was saying I want someone 
to help me get my job back. 

RIT RIG HT Don't you real ize d ;nl gr1ys will 
al 11ays be oppressed un c'.· , capit 2l;s rn ? 
Un ~mployment is a necessary part c' our econo mic 
sys em, and oppressed minorities get it t ile worst. 
If you really care about gays having jobs, you ' ll 
work for a Socialist Revolution. 

NICKI - Look, I just want my job back. 
SUSAN SAVEDWOM/\f\l - How do you expect to 

fight. for job freedom when you're not even free in 
your own head. You should join a 
consciousness-raising group to free yourself from 
sexism, ro les, and your oppression as a woman. 

WANDA WOMANKIND - And why would you 
want to be. a p ;;ir t of a sexist, male-dominated 
factory? Factories were invented by men, 
eight-to-five jobs were i nven1:cJd by men. and 
hierarchies like having a foreM/\[\l were invented 
by men. We've got to come up with entire:y new, 
feminist, wor.nan-identined, non-structures for us 
to work with, 

NICKI - Look, I need a job to pay the rent NOW. If 
you don't want to help, we're splitting now. 

FRANCES FREEDOM - Suzie-wait! Don 't leave 
with Nicki. Don't you realize she oppresses you? 

CHAIR - Order please! Le1 1hcm leave. They 
obviously have no consciousness. Can we get back 
to the topic we were on before th9se people 
inter r upted? Now who has some other ideas on 
how we can reach out to the masses? 
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NEWS FROM SOCIE'l'Y FIVE 

- Thursd~ N:.!f]hts for Classical Music 

Society 5 invites people interested in 
classical music to "listening evenings" 
at the Clubrooms (270 Lonsdale St.) on 
Thursdays. Bring your own records if 
you like, the equipment is very good. 
Admission $1 for non-members, members 

· free. 

- B.Y.O. Licence for 2 N~hts 

Society Five has been granted a B.Y.O. 
liquor licence for Friday (8 p.m. - 2 
a.m.) and Sat. (8 - 12). The licence 
permits any person over 18 to drink 
alcohol in the Clubrooms in the 
stipulated hours. Open to members 
and non-members. 

WRONG DATE FOR THE "EDUCATION" SEMINAR 

The last newssheet pub1icized an incorrect 
date for the 11 HOMOSEXUALS IN EDUCATION" 
Seminar. It is now on the weekend of 
26th ar.d 27th June, at Melbourne Uni. 

p·1anning meetings are open to all 
gay people working in the Education 
System (as student, teacher, admin. etc.) 
The next is on Tuesday, 27th May, at 
A.U.S 1 97 Dru1TmOnd St., Carlton. 
Phone Peter O'Connor or Judy Munro for 
further info. on 347 .. 74.33. 

GAY DANCE SATURDAY WEEK 
Heiboume University Gay Society is 
running a Dance on Saturday, 8th May 
in .the Trophy Hall (upstairs in the 
Beaurepaire Centre, Melbourne Uni.), 8-1'2. 
11Millionaires 11 will be playing. 

MAY DAY MARCH 

If you 1 re interested in being part of 
a Gay Lib contingent at the March 
next Sunday, ring the Centre next Thurs., 
41-4926, and ask for Helen or Gary. 

RALLY TO "SAVE" THE TERTIARY LIVING ALLOWANCE 

There•s a strong chance that the Fraser 
regime is about to slash the Tertiary 
Education Assistance Scheme. 
Apparent1y Sen. Guilfoyle, as Shadow Min. 
for Education in Dec. 1975, purported 
as actual policy the abolition of T.E.A.S.1 
to be replaced by a scheme of loans made 
by the University to be repaid in 3 years! · 
The Minister for Education, Sen. Garrick, 
refused to cOlllllent on the future of 
T.E.A.S., but on 29th April the Liberals 
meet in Canberra to plan their Education 
budget. 
A sma11 group of La Trobe students is 
desperately trying to alert the student 
popu1ations on all tertiary campuses of 
the immanence of the slash. A mass rally 
is scheduled for Friday, at a time to be 
determined, in the City Square. Details 
can be got from the Contact Office 
at La Trobe Uni., 478-3122. 


