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welye months ago the Campaign Against ’AMerai
Perfeczgon received itsg first publicity and recruited its first
members. We are using these events as an excuse to celebrate
our birthday. During the month the branches thfgughczut ;}g
country will be throwing birthday parties at which we
look back over the past twelve months and pat each other on
the back for a job well done.

SLVE MORTRS BAST- - -

i blic

We have also been reasonably successful in our pu ’
speaking campaign. Speakers from _each branch have been
invited to address at least one outside group a;nm'rch.d1 T%lle
speakers have always been received with enthusiasm and the
uestions asked have . n
gourse, this has been largely “preaching to the qomferted dané ;
in the future we must seek ways of being invited to address .

To provide a4 number of services such as legal, wedical,
and employment advice and information. A legal
assistance fund will be established so that as many
pelice prosecutions as possible can be challenged.
3 To agitate for law reform. s
4, To entertain. The society is intended to be serious but
not dreary. Many of our activities will be pure
entertainment o ;
Our present situation clearly shows that we have worked
steadily towards the furthering of these aims without loosing
sight of any one of them. L .
The magazine is now in its eleventh month. Its quality has
gradually improved to the point where we are no longer
embarrassed by asking 25 cents for it. The conten
the early days mostly consisted of
becoming more and more local as i
to express their opinions. Each mg
money sending the magazin

by jehn ware

erial, s’
used by members
ent. quite a bit of
fious opinion . makers
e magazine is well on the
" a means of communication

been mainly sympathetic. Again, of

ougselves and explore our fully extended personalities, This
will’ not be possible unless we think of ourselves as a
movement and reject attempis to box us in or ‘Organize a
bureaucratize us out of existence. o :

I have frequently been asked why Christabel and T formed
CAMP and how it came about. This our birthday issue seems a
suitable ‘place to publish' the reason or history behind the
foundation of CAMP at least from my side.

‘1 offer an extract from an address I gave in Newcastle where
arnong other things I touched on the founding of CAMP,

T apologise for the nature of presentation. The address was
aimed at ‘a particufar hetrosexu ale audience and I ask
. 10 bear this in mind wh i

r Valley Branch of the
in Mewcastle. July, 1971.

The easiest way
use the form or argy
was there. For exa

and to kdli any discussion is to
L goes .. .. I know because I

between homosexuals an
community. ;

The club rooms s
Queensland have p
community. It is

potentially more hostile audiences such as the R.S.L., Retary

d Leagues Clubs. ) .
" One g}?&rticuiar disappointment has been the reaction of ©
professional helpers (psychologists, social workers, etc.). Some
regard us as a great help to them in their work of getting

een homosexuals and the wider
i k for on
1 believe we can honestly accept the pats on the bac
many levels the Campaign Against Moral Persecution has been
uCeess. , )
* In terms of sheer numbers we can have no complaint. Oniy

six months ago we weie optimistically hoping for 1,000

in Victoria, New South Waies and
" essential in promoting a sense of
that the Western Australian branch

Y : o throw things I will
ith dieni have and the proposed Australian and Canberra branches will  ggat i

: ; . als to accept themseleves with dignity and they have , d ’ , state g nor do I consider
members by Christmas. Now it seems certain that “:) Wﬂii ﬁgﬁiiﬁé‘;ﬁn i refe?ring people to us. The majority however have club rooms i ¢ near future. It is in the club rooms ﬁ}ag my xpert on homosexuality,
achieve, if not exceed twice this figure. At the end of Augus ter o co.operation at all. There are a variety of reasons for “we are slowly j ing the confidence to reject societies

we had approximately 1,500 members nation-wide and we are
still recruiting at the rate of about 150 per month,
Unfortunately our active members do not form as
representative a sample of homosexuals as we would Wagt.
They come mainly from middle class ‘backgfroun s,.f
Fortunately, however, most of us realize the importance hio
attracting and involving people from all walks of life. How t aﬁ
can best be done remains 2 problem but we do and must at
times recognise that people other than those who subscnbe 1o
middle-class values are welcome and indeed essential to our
aign., o
cm\r‘?ﬁﬂgenwe acknowledge that our recruitment campaign 13 at
fault in this area we can not however be held .solelgg
responsible. It is extremely difficult to reach Ifrge secnorgds o
: the community while the media remains hostile to us. Most
newspapers in Australia will neither report on our actmtzesbill_o
un 2 $90.00 advertisement which as part of our pu ‘m
education programme is not overtly aimed at h?mese:éxaf.
The few papers that do report, are papers like the ‘Austr zgx ,
the ‘Review’, and ‘The Bulletin’ which of course, means that
we reach only a small section of the populat}?n, the middle
class eartier referred to. This is in many cases little better thaﬁ
“preaching to the converted”: _The people we need to re?c
read the larger circulation dailies. The few non middle class

I am an expert simply beca

definition of us - as foolish as your claiming tha

as an oppressed
Our second
within each br
names of well v
- can be called u

i ' am a homosexual
this: some have built their careers azoanfi tl}e manipulation of
homosexuals into inadequately functioning heterosexuals;
some believe we are sick mainly because they have met only
sick homosexuals; some are themsglves ﬁqrgsosexua}s anc_l gegr‘
exposure as such if they associate in any way with 8
homosexual society; and of course, some react, as most of the

wider community react, with sheer embarrassment.

The N.S.W. branch recently sent & form letter to all th
professional staff of one particular mental institution. Th
{etter stated our views on homosexuality, asked for theirs an
in the case of the two coinciding invited them to act |
professional helpers within C.AM.P. NOT ONE PERSON
REPLIED. Indeed some were angry and emfarrassed that
should send such a letter to them. “Why me they were hear
to remark, To my mind this is an appalling reaction. Surg
professional helpers at least, should be able to reactﬁt;g
unemotionally to the question of _iu_}mosexuahty. Thatk ;
canmot indicates that their training is inadequate and that thi
are unfit to offer professional help. I feel that we can expe
fittle help from the helping professions. A few individuals W
assist but by and large they must be reg{a;ded as a pupp
army, manipulated by the institutions for which they Wf)rk

Thankfully the Churches have been more positive in il

k and to see ourselves more realistically
ity. L

d aim is also being furthersd. Groups
have worked very hard collecting th
lawyers, doctors, and other experts whi
any time should members require lgi
employment assistance. Unfortu
s yet, have the confidence
ination, but some have an
ome measure of justice, It iy
smosexuals who find ¢
nent will shout out

as 3 self-confessed ignorant, homosexual all I
you is an outline of my circumstances and my thinking which
ied me to join forces with C}u“istabei;?dﬁ} in launching the

Campaign Against Moral Persecution,
Before continuing I would like to g
not know what homosexuality is about neither does anyone
else. Indeed, no one will know what homosexuality is about
until society gives the opportunity for and encourages,
homosexuals to develop fully and explore rather than hide
their personalities. I am firly &1 ced that if society gave
homosexuals this opportunity 1d not result in the moral
decay of that society, It owever, certainly change the
society. Further the chg ould be one for the better for
the relatively high reakdown and suicide rafe amongst
homosexuals_is; ieve, a result “of soclety’s intolerance
:t of homosexuality ag such. -
“forming C:AM:P. occurred to me while T was
three years psychology course at Sydney University,

oppression and
- help were able to

victimns of police hs
U TESOUCES,

.. Other groups are
third aim, namely law
expect some positive and g
‘near future. Recently the
before election had promis
pon the Perth branch for in

action in the very
1t (Premier Tonkin
law reform) called
which isnow being

It must be
furthered.

s we have recruited have mostly come in 1esponse to
Is?zecglbaediice columns as “Suzy” in the “Daily Ivl‘z(rror {the
stablemate of the “Australian”). By and lazge the “paper you
can trust” the “Daily Telegraph” .and other interstate dailies
seern fo have entered into a conspiracy of silence, probably in
the belief that if they close their eyes long enough we will go
aw?jg, spite of this newspaper consfp%racy we are becoming
widely known and ir}xldeed, ouz;l opinion is being sought on

i effecting homosexuals. .
mar}x{);éiﬁcla; when t%xe Anglican Synod of the AC.T. issued a
statement to the effect that homosexuality should not be a
criminal offence but rather should be treated as 2 mental
disorder, radio stations in most Capital cities sought and
broadcast our opinion without any prompting on our part. For
the first time in Australia homosexuals haye a voice and, more
to the point, a voice that is being taken seriously.
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response. Many clergy through their active involvement Wi
CAMP are providing an increasing number of members
the non judgemental attitude, confidential ear and po
help one would have expected from the so-called professior
helping bodies. ,

- cod
People who responded to the Pubhmty we received
monthg ago were sent a card w’mch.contamed as W,eﬂ( :
invitation to join the campaign, a List of our four P
aims. These four aims were:
1

ofthe other thré s. Social functions raise money, not very
much but at least enough to allow us to pay the rent and
ess printing costs. It would be a pity if C.AM.P. folded oz
ecame a purely social club simply because of lack of money.
Clearly then, our original aims are being furthered. But
ould it really matter if they were not? Isn’t it enough that we
exist? What is the Campaign Against Moral Persecution all
about? I suspect that each member would give a different
swer to this question and indeed, a different answer at
ent times. This, I believe, is how it should be. We should
sist all atterapts to catergorise us, We are a movement, not an
rganisation or a club and as such we can not yet know who
, what we are, or why we are, We must be able to stretch

FURTHERING OUR AIMS

rovide a forum for the exchange of ideds relati
ggnfosexuaifsj{ Iniz‘{aﬂy this will take the form
magazine which sill supply a means of commull
berween homosexuals as well as between homos
and the wider community. :

Eventudlly club rooms will be obiained.

PINK SEPTEMBER 1971

During the course I was: made to study various classification
gystems: which. all included homosexuality. as a personality
disorder. I. was also made to sif: through lectures on how
homosexuals have, among other things, castration complexes
and.on how;they. are-emotionally immature. Case study after
case study was presented of homosexuals committed to mental
institutions;  each ‘case study  apparently supporting these
views. : : EN

Dozen of theories of personality were offered to us all
supposedly based upon direct observation, almost
inevitably these direct observations were made on subjects
drawn from the mental institutions or from people who sought
psychiatric help. , ‘

- There were one or two theories which did not regard

- homosexuality as a personality disorder. I thought that overall
‘these theories were a lot of rubbish but I found myself in
“danger of accepting them simply because they were favourable
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to homosexuals while I was in danger of rejecting the
personality theories I found more feasible simply because they
were unfavourable to homosexuals. Something like a woman
rejecting the whole of Freud’s theory because she could not
accept the penis envy part of it.

The final crunch came when a behavourist gave us a series
of lectures which included homosexuality and its treatment.
The treatment was aversion therapy. Any of you who have
ever house trained a dog understand the basic principle of
aversion therapy. If the dog craps on the carpet you punish it
and before long the dog will stop crapping on the carpet.
Aversion therapy is as simple as that. It is generally done with
electric shocks. Unfortunately it can only stop.umndes
behaviour. It can only stop homosexuals
homosexual acts; it cannot turn us i
of this it is a most unhumane p:
castration. ,

being no better than

This behavourist justified ¢
grounds that it is only used
firmly believed, and ma
was self destructive a
believed pressure sh

of aversion therapy on the
oluntary subjects. However he
it quite clear, that a homosexual
1capaple of hvmg a fulfilling life. He

hort I answered an exam question of
that I was a homosexual, that he in
s middle class values to mﬂuence his
d that I saw him and his colleagues as a

how necessary
encourage ho
homosexuals. At
an organisation t
representative poo)
investigating homosex
realized that it is po
hide a major part o
acquaintances.

This problem of the denial ¢
more real to me as I approac
course,

uals openly to admit ¢
time as a psychology student
necessary, if only to

ersonality to

becoming more and
nd of my University

worked in an offic
knew the feeling of
that my heterosexuasl
Now don’t get me

n [ talk about my secret
life I do not mea

he office closed 1 would

spots of the city. ™ jor do I mean that I rushed around offering
boiled lollies to small boys. My secret life consisted of going
home from work, watching T.V. and arguing with my lover
over whose turn it was to cook dinner.

My life style changed dramatically when I met Michael. He
had been found out while he was at Queensland University
long before I met him. He was thrown out of Uni and his
family and friends all came to know that he was homosexual.
As a tesult he was also thrown out of home. So by the time I
met him he had been living for some time as a known
homosexual. He had collected a circle of friends, mostly
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«this was in the sheltered world of the university, and I realized

‘}‘homosexuahty It is an essential facit of my personality and to

heterosexual, who totally accepted him. He introduced me
into this circle and I learnt for the first time in my life what it

was like to be able to give complete expression to my
personality. 1688

Fortunately most of this happened shortly before I did my
matriculation and went to university. I came to expect that
our friends would tell any new recruit to our circle that I was
homosexual and mostly they did.

Those years at university were extremely happy for me in
this respect. I gained a great deal of confidence and began to
realise that I did not have to apologise for my existence. But

1200

have to face the outside world agaln I vowed

It is very easy note,,to mentlon one’s homosexuahty Indeed if
one does one is often accused of exploiting it. This accusation
is, I feel, most unfair. Here tonight I have met many people for
i 1 the course of ordinary, polite pre-dinner

able to find out that some of you are
‘widowed, etc. and how many children you
ne of you would be:embarrassed if I simply
you married?”. I have not, however, been able
‘how many of you arée homosexual or have had
relations. Many of you would probably be
f T asked you. Here is the iniguity of the situation.

n talk about your marriage and not be accused of
iting your heterosexuahty yet a homosexual can’t talk
t his/her marriage without being accused of exploiting
his/her homosexuality. I refuse not to mention my

o0

&

Accumulative Recruitment Rate (Federal)

deny it is to deny myself. But by saying that I must (for sheer
self preservation) inform people that I am a homosexual, I do
not mean that I intend to rush up to them and hit them in the
eye with “I’'m a homosexual”! Rather | mean that in the usual
social situation of meeting new people I must be able to talk
of my marriage and my sexual preferences.

éapt
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At the time of leaving University however I felt that the
difficulty of “being natural” would be too great. | was sure
that I would again allow a mystery to be built up around me —
to be. thought of as the bachel()r gay instead of as the gay
bachelor.

1 was then, not only aware of the need for a homosexual
organisation but also of the need for myself to become known
as a homosexital outside the circle of friends Michael and [
shared: | talked ‘the whole thing over with Chris and we
ded to launch the Campaign.

My picture was published in the papers and | appeared oﬁ
T.V. and radio. Everyone slapped me on the back and call
me courageous. As you have ﬁeard tonight my motives we
quite selfish and hardly altruistic.

They were however one part of the set of forcesbehind t
formation of C.AM.P. I say one part because I cannot spé
for Chris, nor for the many others who respond:
unmedlately to the publicity. We all had different motiv
forming C.AMP. We all have on common -goal —
restoration of our rights as citizens and the reahzatw
ourselves as unfettered individuals.

Monthly Recruitment Rate (Federal)




