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1 re,1.lly inter;.C.acl to ·;Tite sowet:'.-ling this issue about us and C.A.l''..P., 
something about our :rela::;ions w:i.th t.:iL.t organisation because the st&a.dy gTowth 
of a homosexual mmrement in ~-.ustralia +.his ycx.r har: rr:.ii.,e-d some inter0sting id
eolog:i.011.l questions.. SornethiN;, J.t·;ywtiJ, -that uight have been. op-tir,i.i.stic, might 
have turned U3 on •• ,.but itlll ha,ve to vmj_t. 

I 1 m ccmpelledi you zee 1 to write a bit of tt dow-ne:c - r.bout what .r.:, lot of 
people on. the periphery of the :movement r:tight t ~unk. is triv-.ia -- but there a.re 
certain tl:;ings going on in the ~3~ftlney n~r Liberation group 'b}l.:i.t ,1.1.·e z-i v-l.ng me 
the shits. I b.o:pe 11 though, it'll ul tj..11.1ateJ.y be c..on.structive~ no'!; just seen as 
an a..."lgry t bitter piece ( though I am still pe.rtly feeline those emotions) .. 

A (1istinc·tion first.. It seems r,rct.ty oh-.:ious to me th(,).. '\;a.y li"'3ration" 
can descri bo the process i"/hereby i.:1di vidv.al hnJTlosexua.l pE:01;1 e c:u1 set a.bout 
changing tooJ_r self-:percepticn in a socie-t;r whe:e the r,revailing values are a1·;:!;i
homose-iv.1al. As one of our first ha:ndout.s ·;re:ut 11 •• .,we ?.J.l ~·3a1.ise we can be our 
own: worst enem..i.es, for we too h::we internalised the norms 1:w.d values of tl'1is 
society, v.rti.cb a.1·e a.nti-noroc,sex, ... ~1. •• n C.?,11 t.,.'l-i:Ls process a. 11 cl1a.nge of (.;i0nscious
nesa11 if ;y'Ou like. I'd argue that his :proc1Jss can probably onl~r teJw place in 
the context of a. movem~rt whicn ,:i.rong othar th:i.n...:,"'E pr0Yid0s a basis for a coher
ent attaclc on institut.iormlL;od 01Ypressior- .':Uld i.s emotion2'J..ly supportive for its 
members: who a.re trying to oha.rlf;S their old s'elf-!)€!rception, trying to wor·lc throUs;sh 
tbeil· internalised oppression • .:\rid. it's o°Jviov5 tha.t this moveme.n-;; w.1.11 have 
some concre·te orffanisa:tio.:1al form. '.faus, 11 r.:;a.y .libera.tion11 becomes Gay LilJe!'LJ;ou 
tion., I hope LW distinc-tiort emphas:i.ses tDat I don'-l, equat2, a persoru:tl change 
of conscio-us:ness with the movement - the two are L'1terdepend8n-t, complemt~nt.a.ry. 

I w::iuld.ntt wa.11t i,o a.rg1.:tc eithc::!r th,:i:t t~1.ere i.s (o:r ouc;ht t,0 be) cc!l'.mon 
agreement 011 precisel;'l whc:~t form t.b.ese m.1rf3 cc.>ncrete m.:mif1~st:1tions of gay lib
era;tion ouzht to take butt .. ~n:l this get::i t0the whole point of ni:,v t....-l:iicle, r don't 
believe weive ever really thouc)rl; abou-t 9 tal.ked enough about. in a. cons-truc"tiive 
way wh3.t are our :most uasic problmr.s: t:.iE~ form., d;-/na.'llice, ;m(.1 t'he in.ter-re
:l,.a:i;ionships o:f -th::1:t t,'1.ing we ca.H Sytln.ey Ga.y L:h,ra.tion .. 

Ever since th.at little group (and. it ir.11:e.od Wi:.l.S t.hen) set out frou CtU'.llp 
early· this year, we've stunbled alor.g ••• not quit.0 knowing what we ou,:;n:t to be 
d.oir ... g ..... :'le. all 11 Jr • ..v1ew 11

, ycu see, th.3,t ·ye c-..oulctn't st,r;l'J.d :i.t a."lymor& in th:i.t 
oreanination; wo we.re "radicai, aa-t.L-a.uthorit.:1..«::·L1n, e.tc. 11 etc." tmt. we never 
collecti vel,y a.n.E>J.ysed t.J.1at. 1l'hent I t11:5.11.k1 ;'Te hE:gun to tkfine ·:-rhL:.t 1-re ought to 
be doing, in "outw.:1rl-looki::1g11 t :pttl">lic::. t.erms: a.c·LiYities notcl1ed up (ru.:1r-ches? 
demos, etc-,). This theme of ·::h.n,t ;;ydne~· 0 2.y Li 'h was "doi11,;11 - in a public 
sense - has contim:t,;ct to pcrv2:ie our thin.king to the p!"esent d.<>;y .. 

(It was even ar,-ri;:ed. by soJne t,h;it the mere i11vol veme.nt i.11 trl;;:se "public" 
activities by peopl · in the (>;roup •rou.ld. re:'5olve o:__11~ difficul t:'>J.35 i.n :rel a:t:i.rJ.G to 
one 8.."lOther ••• ) 

Later mi. -.vher ... we ,1ere still ,'\c.1.-:l::4:: severe~ p:coblems o:' f,.n inte!"-,:;roup kind, 
we did. ma.ke 3ome sort Cif' 2:tte1::ip·t t,1 '1improve co£.'l.':'!!U...'U.0a.tiom:; 11 - not thr:d; ,1e 
ever re.ally defined whi:d; tJ:...1.t rn.ca.n~ ........ by breaking up in.to srr.a.ll groups.. :md 
we tr:ied the idea of a perm.anent G-.L. ;;ho!le ,md tr:i.ou;j1 th.::,t pro·,ecl tob-9 r1.1 .. enor
mous sucooss in th :rt public sense - enqu:i.res e.lJ. the time from groups, peo11le 
outside the :n::ivement - ~bov:t half the membArs of S~rcln.ey G-.L. h:ccve never runt 
it-, sometimes concurr~.ntly co:r.rplaining of "not knowing wi1.at was go5.ng on"! 
1~ind :y-ou, in E-.. wider sense, I'd v:i.ew certain d.eve1ol)ments as achievements --
the b,3~inni.ngs of the newslct,tBr, to d..-!.:te -the only vn·it-ten r,.1.ater:i.&l from Gay 
Liberation i11 Australia.. And t:1e lJOSsibilib +.,.11at the Ge.y Li.B Ge,1~Gr0 - with 
all its yot.entia.l functions -·- will become a roali ty. 

But the problem. is tha.t \r:irtually all thE- developments of recent months, 
w~1ich ever C< .. ,m.e to fru.i tiont were initiated, fo :::::t.,3red,. follov:ed u:p t.y Robert 
Tucker J.n:l r.wself .... 

I'm s..'>rr·y if you 1re left Gasping by wh,;1.t appear~s to b(::: 'fjy 2,-ross immodest:r~ 
my outr,i.gecus claim., but I i.11:i.11..k. it 'cl be hul.ls:OH fo ms to disclaim this. 
lifot for acc.olB.des, t.t101.1ghi cl-S I Isn::,e J~ u' 11 see if you haven't ooen too put 
of:f tc rc:JAi on ... e 

l.:y seerniJ.1€;ly intempsra..te cl.s.iBs g&t ri:::;ht to t1i.,? h,8a.rt of v1ha:t I thinl: is 
9.ili.'l'.tg. l?or ~r,~cy Gay Liber:::.i',ion h;1-~.!..-~l'!!ays denend.od on a :t'S"~'IJ~J?2..~l~ -to m,c:ct 
any BPj!'E:{:;d ends... &fore ·tnese de facto lea.ders:1ip roles passed almost ex-
elusively to Hobert ·1.·ucker a .. "ld. myself, it wao ?am :3tein a;,'1,d 'l'onJ G!'ewes (now 
both clep.1rt ed) with Rober.·t,. myself a.1.d John ::;torey a& subsidiar:i. es. 

\Th.ct I we..."".l.t to ti.rc-ue is th S!t a.p,c1.rt fr~,rn tl1.e destru.cti ve: emotional effects 
this had on the people pla.ying these :cols:~a9 ·the perpr.;t,,1,-1:tion of this system of 
de f ;icto lr:>a.ders will only le:c~d to continui::1.._z major probleris for the f,Towi,h of 
t.he group~ on every level. 



Birt; our co::ldi tio:n:i:ng ru."18 aeep - there 1 s 'twt"'.:nty-orld years of it to get 
over. Despite tht, fd.c-t that l 1ve come out. aave thoue,ht and -talked :now a lot 
about soc.iety' s id(30J.o[;:i.o!.1l bullshif ::.n rela,Lion to ho.n.ose;.o,wli ty7 th,=;re m·e still 
plenty of drtrl-;: r:toEents ,-/hen I fgel very u.."1..qm·e. ,~11d :i.t' s tb~n "th:,>.t I reaiir;e 
how :powe.'rful our condi tior: . .i.:.1,:: ha.E 1:ice.n.... .John Lee 


