
AH IMPR::ssron OF THE GAY nmm 

To bring you up to ddte •••• 
"On Jiuly 2 "This Day Tonight·· filmed a segment on Gay Liberation 
for screening on tho.t programme. Without even seeing it 
Clement Semmler, Deputy General Manager of the A. :3. C. banned 
the progrruill!lc because of th~ subject matter. Fear of 
homosexuals c..nd prejudice a.go.inst us is based on ignorance. 
In suppressin{,· the T. D. T. Gay Liberation segl'l.ent SGinr,11.er- cont ••• 
has perpetuated this ignorance, and in turn hel~cd perpetua~e 



the harrassment, .·b"'.~hings and hUBiliation to which we are 
daily subjected." 

a demonstration of eny kind, always gives me a feeling of involve
ment., starting with· feelings of elation and high-]:Ji tched cxci tement, and 
more often than not, ending uith feelings of anxiety and depression. 

The gay demo ,ms no exception •. 
Brightly coloured bo:J..l.loons,bunches of flo\7ers, a huge 

crate of green apples, ( later terD.ed queer apples ) bright ban."mrs, and the 
general cha11.ting gave this demonstration a c.:i.rniv::i.l ,itmosphero, which was 
lots of fun and gave everyone .J.11 added boost of confidence. 

Of course SeDllller refused to release the segment for 
screening, but if you look at the overall effect of the protest and the 
results, I thin..l.c nost would agree that it \70.8 a success. 

The fact that about eighty ( soneone said a hundred) 
homosexuals ,,ere obviously identifying themselves ns gay to the general 
public and tlle raedia was, i~i.'" its elf, t>.. c:mj or brGakthrough for the 3ydney 
movement. 

Lots of little old l~dies ~ere obviously freaked by 
the whole thing, and lots of people just gazed with that so.me apathetic 
stare they give to anything relevant. There ucre very feii hecklers, which 
rather 'surprised me. I think those that w3.?lted.to l~ugh, couldn't, or 
,vouldn't because we were ..ill there .:md obviously serious about what '.le 
were doing. 

Ona middlee.ged tightlipped lady whor.:1 I approached TTi th a 
1~;::.flot, kept on repeating nnisgu.sting •• " to an invisible l)erson on her l'.'ight 
side. ( refusing· to direct her disapprovals at T!le. Sho prob.:~bly thought 
that she'd turn into a toad if she cw.e face to face ,.,ith one of ·'them".) 
That lady was the only one who hll.d anything to . so.y to me about it of the 
.people who got le..i.flets. Others either turned. a blind eye and kept their 
arms tightly to their ~ides, or took one r.:i.ther shyly.Not many smiled 
but then I guess they didn't hcve n reason to. 

On the media side, it seemed th.::,,t all TV a.nd press 
people ':Tere alerted (except tho fairy Fairfax nob - S.ILH. and _..TN 7 ) At 
least onG rc"'.dio man was there too • 

. One of the.TEN. 10 cameramen, a queen from way bc:.ck, obvio
usly afraid of being recognised l)ecn.me even more fre::lked uh.en I asked hiu 
how he uas doing. 

Coverage, that night, ,ms great. A.B. C. 2 reporting with 
thesamc blc.ndnGSS that they would report i oemi-trailor r,.;nning into a 
butcher shop along Parramatto. Po.:i.d. TCtr 9 1 s "}. Current Affair" Yr.:i.::i the best 
of a.11 i7i th intervie,;s from passers-.by and Mike '.!illesco 's usui.il impartial 
in."lllendo. TI·'.llf 10 .. as dormri ht cynical but at le~1..st we lll[:;.de it. ( ·nich means 
~hat; they s!}oul.d.n 't havG any qualms a.bout scrcenini us in the future ) 
.d. degri:1.ding article inthe Tele&raph and. a piece in The Austrcli..m wa::i the 
extent of the press coverage. 

Three meobers got inside the .ii.BC building for chats and 
managed to get relev!:!.Ilt points J.cross. · .. 'hether it w~s talking to deaf en.rs 
or long time. closed ones .it trn.s quite obvious according to thGm, that there 
was a colil.IilU!licu.tion problem. 

One gu.y vrns arrested, which 171.'1.S th8 turning point as f::..r 
as general feelings went. .i:.fter he nas taken a.way, people bectLD.o very angry 
and serious, which was vrhat uas required and very effective for onlookers. 

Th8 girls were great, terrific ••• um1 · 
Overall, I personally got a kick' out of yelling my 

11gaiety11 to the vrorld and feel more confident, person~ly, .:i.s ·,mll :.1.s 
socially, for the future. 

Maybe next time ,m protest a feH ri1ore queens uill come 
out. 1 hope so. 

F.T • 
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This neusletter was ,.Titten tmd·produced David :MCDLi.rmid,Ii'rcmk Taylor,Joanne 
Horneman,Jiohn. Lee,Robert Tucker,Greag :Bb.cbford,Jim ~Tafer. 
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If you haven't alrco.dy paid for a subscription to th.is 
11e,1sletter but would like to rccei ve it rcgi..1.lnrly send 
$1 to Sydney Go.y Liberc::.tion Nevrnletter P.O. 3ox A76 
Sydney South 2000. Covers one yoo:rs subscription. 


