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~nth~ lEst issue of the newsletter, Warwic} 
case nst e support of hocosexual law reform. 

~ent article, I am temptine a critique cf his 

ed tte 
In this 
position, be-

cause I f e sue is an importe,n t ori e r U 1 
1,,any or \'U. 's stnterner;ts SE:E..:f'l v:ruely sc:lf..:.contradict-

o and logically onsistent. It:,noring, for the :nor.1ent, the 
obvious non seaui tur tlic:~t II an Em ti-social r~overient ••• is con
sequently revolutionary", r,s n;c;_i11tains that support of lc~w reform 
recognises the "right" of p2-rl cntc1rians to rrc,nt us a licence 
to exist. 11 'To nemcmd t.ti.- t tbe law be cbe,nged is to E.sk to be leg
islated intc e stetice. 11 Yet 1 would Ve thougLt that the very 
existence of anti-hornos<::xual legislstion implied the recognition 
by the ~tate of the exi3tence of homosexual forms of bdJ2vior, 
and,ipso to,the 1:::xistrnce of homo exuals.It c'lso seef'ls to me 
that support for law reforrn might just as logically recognize 
that parliaments ;_,nd the L-w hc:.ve no place "in the bedrooms of 
the nation 11 • ~,arwick himself seems in two r1inds , bcu t this; on 
the one hand,he opposes law reform in gens ,and on the other, 
hints that a program repealing existing laws would meet with 
his appro • 

homosE:·xual law reform an important issue, even 
sol as a matter of principle.It prev~nts the State from 
terfering in matters of' private r;wrality,,,L:,d hence is just 88 
important as law refirm in other are2s,such as nbortion,cen-
so and marihuana.But more importantly, ba: ic law reform 
cnn be used 2s a wedge ,as a st&rting point for more relev~nt 
ltcg i ve rcforr:-;s .1 t r'ay be easier to go J rorn there on to 
such issues as job discrimination,and renting and buying of 
houses,etc.,two issues on which positive steps have been taken 
by governments,in the Netherlands and New York City. 
Per- Perhaps the sccddE::st ,,spect of his article is the under

assurnption throughout that 11 Gay Liberationists are po 
revolutionaries ,and that this is sonehow a necess 

ondition for ~cceptance to Gay Lib.Nowhere is there any 
recognition cf the pluralism not only in Sydney Gay Lib,but 
a:rongst all homosexuals in our society .He suggests that t.alk 
of radicalizing society is ridiculous anyway: 11 we can't even 
radicalize other homosE::xuals".True enough, and the university 
based membership &ttests to this f~ct.3ut l wonder whose fault 
this Can we afford to uc.opt tbis concept tLat 6 ay lib 
members have all the ansl'vers, are a forrn of' Lenin's v an6uard 
of the proletariat?'Isn't it u possibility that our failure 
to radi ise other homosexuals may lie ~vi th ourselves, our 
cond~scending 'you're not liberated' attitude to the convent 
ional queens in the suburbs, to who~.u luw reform .wight not so 
e&sily be dismissed as worthless and irrelevant?.There are dang 
ers in adopting a purist revolutionary line, of 
restricting ourselves to 1 ;:c; c1iL1~ other leftiut bro ups; ( a .d 

;ll'Lile on L.is poir-1t, ,u.r,vic:~ 1 S __ _:_e __ e,e tO,Vwl, s vJ:1.l,,1:.
0 .L.,V 

sf1oulG bo noted). i_;an,ve be sure tnut ,/nu1 tLe r evoL.,.tio.; · co .. _es 
tLe...,e .e,v Left coui_tccr culture c~'-ups_ ure . ir,6 LJ co,_1tin~e 10 ue 
our ai_lies'? It is ,vvl tu recue,.J,:,er lGt:_, tii(:; 8-L.L 1c;CL6 on i,0. __ Q,::;cXu.u s oi 
tLe revol0.tion iL. RLusiuu. .. d Cul:n;,, c..nd '-'l:::;o L11c: st.r 0 c0l,/ c)~1ti
homose),Uol 0tc.CC L.copteC::. 'c,y ,,.UC.c vl' tL\:.. ,_.lu.cj, .t O,Jer ,ilOv81uent in 
the 0tut8G" i.;&n ·de be sit:,lL.,.r ly sure tLc-"' tLe ;Ju.bur uu.:-1 qc.,_8e.us c..re 
of n£. u.s__: L?us ~·e'-'-:u.~0 tl_._;;y uurJ' t q"'ite toe.; Ou.~ l't.J\:?,-L~tioL,-:rf lirie7 
Goy l0d~tlG:.. L.i .Lvll l,0 ~C(...cpt (;.; 1.::_0lll,l\.....i :JJ_ Li.0 __,u .... l-t,J 
i_ ,,rLi h ,Je 1 iv e if it c.-iL:o to 1. C; c~. u' L::;sc: LL:.,. t 1-,d .L 8.l°Urlu ;..s; ~- .:;; 

i;:uch to G l . .i:bc IlU~'"'' I ui: j_)~ iJl..80 nClG t.. e,iy L s::;,_,8 L.J(:;O;)liJ Ui.. .. t, 



f or t ile Sc.c.e 0f t..Le' r·c ·, :J ..L.ution', s e e._:..; .;e t ct .. otr1er e ~\.c.,, ,p ... e 
uf the s ubtle ...,.utr,or i t L,r ·L ,. _ L;;.u.. t hc:;.t ir ...,n i c _·..L. ly per \·ades ..;.uch 
of the count t:r cul t ur· e. 

P er taps .J e c c ul G c.r-0.,1 ...,n :.:., .. u.l Oc:J :.t.com the tLec 1. i e s of 
t h e de- s ._ ._oolin 0 c-dv oc s te l van l..L.lich. C1;.., .Lt10J Le Illich i s 
1 it.,l'.t, iiiuybe ..; e c...01: 1 t ne ed s cLool G t- tt:uch Ki ds to red.d und 
v1 .i. i te . .out t h is i 0 . . or es t r,e L .. ct t L.C\ t to, .. 0J. r o ,, .,,illi<.Ls of' 
cLil6reL .i ill t urn up f or s c:.001, ., Jaiti r~0 t o ue t uu0 •• t to 
r ectC. "'n d. ,ff:it E:, u.c:U-ij Oi° t :,c;,, iIO ... VCrJ i)OCI .: . ~ .. ,G S i 'i:.:.r v'ili. O.U:.. 

l et..rnin6 t rie three ~~ ' s ;.;.1s.y b e v e -r-y L i1port ...... ~-it, ~i h.ply &s s._.,, .. -
Q~tter of sur viv c.l i n'- cr u~l, c~ e Genti~l 0r i ci~t 2d s ociety. 
There's not .-.1uc L tl :i.c.. t 2. poor l:;L ,.u" I4 yec1r oHl c c..n G.u in a 
li.:.rc e city i f he c a.Lr,.ot r e od c.:.nd .. ;rite enou0 h t ._.. ULld erstctnd 
a street s i 5 n or reud c1 pL011 e b0olc l et it is too often the 
rich college gr~duute Jho spe~Ks three lan~uag es ditt 
rn:.tive flu ency 2.t t 1, e price of 16 yec..:.rs of hi 0 : . cost, 
ri6 or ous &nd sequential e G. u.Cc.... ti c n, <V"ho is _, o :::; t d8ter ... ined 
t :w.t t _Le poor kids sLould 1.L.ake clay vases, ,rns.ve Indian 
h e a d-barids, pl. ay ,ii t h ::. ol ar oid e: '--'mer i:,S, &ad clirab over 
g eo .... esic doii.es. ier h uµs it L .i c;..,L,o t . o ,.;ften t :. e u1d-
\ Grsitj based g&y. li Gerati oni s t , .,rh o L&s n ever l:1c: .. c tLe ex pe 
_ri e:1c.. e of ~. o .. ,o sexl< i..tl oppr-12 3.::, io n .,estern su our bs stJl e , 1iri:10 

has never lost his job or a ro of over his head beuause of 
his homosexuality, ·;vho has never e.ncountered the hostility 
and wrath of working class parents towards horaosexuality, 
who, considering hims.elf to be part of a liberated elit:e 
condescends to confide to his suburban gay brother that his 
self identity is dispensable. 

It is well to keep in mind that even theNew Left's guru 
Herbert 1~arcuse, realizes that an individual change in 
consciousness . alone will not bring· about a revolution; one 
has also to recognize the fact that there . 
are groups of people in our society who possess enoruous 
power,poNer which can be used to crush individuals should 
they so desire, By accepting a need for la# reform, gaylib 
need not neccssarilybe following a reformist line; it ma.y be 
simply recognizing the existence of po.ver· groups in the society. 
By pretending they are notthere does not abnegate their 
existence. Trevor dilson 


