the socialist attitude to
the homosexuel struggle

Homosexuals h-ve not always been oppressed. Our oppression is neither inevitable
or unchangable. As socialists we are confident that it will be changed along with
the society which is responsible for not only our oppression but that of women,
blacks and working people in general.
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We believe that homosexual oppression arose only with the division of society
into classes and the consolidation of the patrisr-hal family system Which is one
of the pillars of its rule, Homosexualit; contradicts the moral and ideological
values which are used to prop up the family and the sexual mores which are built
around it.

Flowing from this class society, and for us-that means the present capitalist
system, finds it necessary to oppress homosexuals. This is done through the complex
system of merals and ethics which persecute us and in the discrimination we face
right throughout society. Capitalism institutionalises our oppression in law and
through the use of its policey; its courts and its prisons.

‘ liberation

It is because of this that we see our/as onlyibaing possible after the
overthrow of the present system. While we can win many important reforms and make
significant gains at present, it is only after putting an end to the society which
is responsible for perpetuating our oppression through its institutions and its
ideology, that we can really concieve of totally eliminating it.

We consider that a socialist transformation of society offers the basis for
gay liberation because it creates the conditions for the elimination of the sexist
nuclear family and the entrenched morality which is used to unhold it. This will
be done by socialising the primary functions of the family by providing abundant
facilities for cooking, laundry, caring for the old, young and sick,and therby
removing the economic compulsion which stands behind all human relations associated
with the farily. Socialism allows for the free expression of human beings in all
areas of their lives. : g o

During the late sixties and .early seventies we saw the rise of a conscious . v

movement of gay people to challenge their cppression in a large number of countries,
The movement took its inspirat v from from the feminist movement and other
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I Wich ha tc challcage the traditional values of this soclety.
Al though there has been a lull in the activity of Gay Liberation in Australia over
the past year or so, the radicalisation of homosexuals &%ill continues and is
reflected widely., This conference is a telling example of that.
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We believe that the Gay Liberation movemnet should be an independgnt, broad and
non-exclisive moveme1t which is able to un’ te homosexuals of differing views in a
common struggle to end their oppression. We see the way forward for the movement -
both in building itself, thus giving confidence to other homosexuals to come out and
be proud in fighting for their rights, and as well in achieving gains which will
positively effect the lives of all homosexuals - is to initiate campaigns, b
demonstrations, teach-ins, forums etc., around concrete demands which will mobilise
large numbers of people in opposition to the crushing of our human and democratic
rights. An action-oriented, non-elitist approach is essential if we are going to
achieve our objectives.

v.r  oOne.concrete example of how we could take up such a mass orientation is through
. . - i . . . 3
making a submission to the current "Royal Cormission on Human Relations" and engaging

The 6th., National Conference of the Socialist Youth alliance will bq held
in ielbourne over the weckend October 4 & 5, If you a:er;nterested in
attending the conference or finding out morec about the SY¥A contact any one

of tlie pecople whose names appear on this leaflet or the SYA branch in your
state (addresses below,)

in activities around it. All submissions will be published by the Commission and to
date no truely representative submission has come from the homosexual movement.

The sort of submission we suggest would be as follows:

"We the participants in the first naticnal homosexual conference in Australia
consider thit people are capable of deciding for themselves what sort of relationships
they find fulfilling. However in this society there are any number of social sanctions
brought to bear on individuals to repress “he form of their sexual expression and
enforce upon all. a specific heterosexual orientation.

"This being the case we call upon this commission to openly support efforts to
force the Australian state and federal governments to accept the following demands:

"(i) Repeal of all laws currently used to persecute homosexuals. This
would includes:

a) Repeal of all léws regarding offensive behavior.
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al of all laws repdrding soliciting,
i
1

1 of all laws prohibiting homosexual acts as such.
d) Hepeal of all regulations prohibiting howmosexual behavior in o government

institutions, such aeg 'welfare! homes, schools, psychiatric hospitals,
prigons aud tie ormed leorces,

Ak

(ii) For & ban on all discrimination which would dncludes

2) Diserimination in housing
bj Discrinminsation in ouplo :
¢) Discrimin tion in education

d) Thot howmosexual parents nhave the right to custody of thedir own children,
and thet 2ll homosexuals have the right to adopt children,

(iii) For a ban cn the inhuman practices of aversion therapy and
veyclicsurgery .,

(iv) The rﬂp@@l of 51l existing lows uscd to persecule homogeruals be
made retrospootive, 80 ut those already in prison can be releoased, And for
sdeguate oonp‘m atﬂou fmr these who lave suffered under existlng laws.

not consider that aococeptancs of these demands will be enough in itselfl
to ond inatilon against homosoxuals and repair the damﬁge done over the past
centuries, Therafore we @1 50 call upon this commission to support all effeorts to
goin governpent funding for homosexual legal aid services; honmosexual iedical aid
services and hoposezual counselling services,'

The position of the Socinlist Workers Lespue and the Sotialicst Youth Alliasnce
i erplained briefly dn this leaflet, A more detuiled presentation of our views can
be found in the paper prescnted to this conference by Richard Wilson which 1s
printed on page 46 of the first booklet.

If yvou are interested iu dibcussing the velation of payliberation to goclalienm
in more detail, or nmore generally disoussing the politics of the Bocinlist Workers
League and the boocaalist Youth allisunce, comtact any of the wnotivigts in the Gay
Liber ition movement listeq below or the branch of the BYL and the SYA dn your state,

Authorised by: ilichael Kernohan, lUeredith Lawerence, Dave Grifrith (Welbourne)

Dorothy Tumney, Richard Wilgon, alison Britton, Angelo Hosasg,

Ken Duavig, Bruce Hannatorc (myunby\

Drett TT&U““{; olloway, Gayle Hurnmeister, jliicnael Kvinge,
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WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATLION L BOUT WL 5WL or THE SYA
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I WOULD LIKE TC JOIN THI SWL
NAME
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Send tos SWL/SYA bydneve 139 b4 Johns Rd,, Glebe 2037, ¢L/bfﬁ Melbourne: 361 Lt
Rourke St., Melbourne 3000, SWL/SYA Adeianide: 297 Rundle 8t., Adelaide, SWL/SYA
Canberra: o/w 41 aute 54, Farrer. SYA Perthy GPO Box 1097 Forth 6001




