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WHl\T IS THE R\SIS OF OPPRESSI1N IN OUR SOCIETY ? 

The economic l:Jc1sis of our socie ty is the production of goods f'or 
sale, to moke a profit. The workers who'se lobour goes into producing 
the goods, don't get these profits. The profits o re kept by the c it 1 
c0~italists who own the factories o nd offices. 

Workers are not just those employed directly in the manufacture 
of goods t they also include so ·-c::illed "middle class" people 9 who 
work in offices 9 tench in schools and who keep the system functioning 
These people are workers because they maintain themselves by selling 
their labour - whether manual or mental. 

So, we can see, the vast majority of the population can bet 
justifiably termed workers. ~e work f o r what we earn and have little 
or no control over our work and our lives. 

Hm1 ARE 'ivORKERS DIVIDED 9 

There are many factors use d by the ruling cla ss to divide workers. 
Cheif amongst thPs e are sexism 9 heterosexism and racism. 

We are conditioned from birth into stereotyped roles according 
to our sex. The nucle a r family is the instrument of' perpetuating 
these roles. Women are thought to be emotional, weak, illogical etc • 
.••• men are supposed to be strong 9 emotionally cold and logical. 

Built into these roles is the power relationship of men over 
women in our clas s societt. Simply by being male all men automaticly 
reap cert a in benefits - for instance 9 look at the limited range of 
jobs open to women. Women do not automaticly have these benefits 
and only come by them through aligning with men or by relating to 
a man 1 as in marriage, or through long, hard struggle. 

Workers are divide d against each other r:: long sex lines as well 
as by heterosexism a nd r s cism. Women ted to be employed in less 
skilled, lower p ~id areas than men and often have to work harder 
and more consist ently in thes e jobs. 

There is also the double work load many working women labour 
u~der.TLe situation is quite common where a woman comes home from 
a full-time jor to do oll t::ie housework f' o r her family. 

WHY :\RE HOMOSEXU,;LS OPPRESSED UNDER C!~PIT.\LISM ? 

~sihomosexuals we have reacted, either conscinusly or unconsciously, 
agAinst socializa tion into particular sex roles. By making this choice 
some ~omosexuals have rejected the power relations that are 
inevitable ~nder capit8lism. 

homosexuality is an ideological threat to the nuclear family 
and 11 norms'' of sexual morality. The family is central to capitalism 
because of' it's role in reproducing labour and socialization of 
children into roles accepted in society. 

Some men,iin choosing homosexuality, reject some of' their power 
over women. In not oppressing women in sexual relationships, they 
avoid more direct expressions of sexism. However, if they do not 
have non-sexist attitudes they can, for instance, treat women they 
work with in a sexist manner. Many homosexual men also reap the 
ber-ef'its of being male when, for instance, they take heterosexual 
women to company :functions. Lesbians are not really in the same 
poait.ioK with _.heteros.exual me11. 
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