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'i:e are Lesbian and ~1alo LomosexLlals who l)el.:i eve that our liberation cannot .te 
c~chiev':!d in capitalist society. i,e are socialists who have different views 2.s tc hor.v 
;-;al).J.1.:.alis.;;n can be overthrown, :.mt v,e are all agreeo that our liceratiorr lies in the 
ever throw of this system. ~,jhi1.e sone of us are me1:..ber:..; of pol i ticol parties, most of 
us .::,.:ce not. 

sociallsts ;Je.lievA that our Aus1.~rali2n socii:c·ty _is a .::a.pit.al ist society, ie, a 
<;oci<:,ty in Khich powE:r ar:d ·...res.l th are rimnopclised by a small class of exploiters, whom 
~.-:,,;; alists call the capita.list cla£s. We believe that t!:ns socic0 ry is inherently 
·'~'V'-'8SSive, corrupt. and destructive of hurnan valut.'!s ano. cannot: r~,ake it.s,~1£ otherwise. 
' '::v.:ialists believe tl,at tnis social ordG:c can and must ce changed, and a new society 
:r ~ s·:d en new va1.ues pm: ir· i tc~ :;:,lace. Socialists 1,:o!k _tcwards buil~ing a. society in 
. '."._,_ch the welfare c,f all re.places the 1,;ratification of: a qreec1y_ fe~ , in which econon::ic 
resources are collectively owned and controlled, in ~~ich production is based on social 
,1,..;e~ :a.th.er than personal .i?rofit, and in which the values of mutual co-operation and 
r ,~s:~e,:t replace the values of E:xploitation and domination. h'e :Oe~.ieve that this is not 
n1.}.; il possibl e goal, but is also a. despera.te necessity. 

c·Tl.T·,T '.{AS SOCIALIS.M GOT rro DO l.ITE :107.iQSEXUALS ? 

capitalism oppresses us ,;,ll :i.n cur da.i.J.y lives, in our capacities as .-1orke rs, 
Jnec:ployed people, as cansur.1ers. Ca:i,,i t:ali,;;m divides young agai nst o ld, whi te a gainst 

:::.~.acJ.:, r:1er. against women. As :,o!'i"osexuals we experience c. pa:::-ticul2.r form of t his 
app~essicn. We a r e unacceptable to the official ideology of this society because 
our public exi s tence contradicts two of the central insti~utions by which capit alism 
r.1a.intains itse lf - the nuclear far:Lily and specific gender roles for men and women. 
:'hesE; patriarch a l i nstitutions p redate capitalism, but have been i nhe r i ted by i t a nd 
a.rte now vital to its existenc e. They are the chief means by which the capitalist 
sys tern reproduc es i tse.lf, both physic2.lly and ideologically. T~·1ey require bot h the 
su.l:::irdina t i on of women (by means of the ideology and pract i ce of sexism) and the 
.i.e.Jression of non - productive sexuality (such as honosexuality). vihile capi t alism 
na.s shovm some c apacity to accept l iberalisation of these institutions, it cannot 
c',i spense with them e ntirely, and this means that the complei:e liberation of ,·JOmen 
a.d homosexuals cannot be achieved while ca9italis1:1 continues to exist. 

\·,-.l!\.T IS TEE DIF.'FE RENCE BET1·iEEN GAY LIBERATION AND GA't RIGHTS? 

Genera lly s p eaking, modern capitalisre has accorr-1rndated itself to the homosexuals 
right to exist, a nd in most capi ta1.ist countries, homosexual movements r,ave achieved 
::..e,Je.l reforms and a limited liberalisation of the position of homosexuals. But cap
::.ic>lism cannot tolera t e for long any 1,-,icesp:read rejection of the nuclear fami ly and 
~ ts ideology, and challenges to th0 esser1tially s11.l.;orc.ina te position of women. This is 
why ,-:e s e e both superficial liberalisation and l,apl-,azaro_ repression. i,:e, as s ocia lis ts, 
believe that a str ategy for homosexual rig:its based sole l y on legal reforms and 
'changing a ttitudes ' must fail, not because reforms cannot l.le won or attitude s c h ange d , 

but because wh ile patr i archal capitalism and the oppression inseparable fro m it remain 
H e>:ist0nce the pos i tion of hor.:osexuals can never be secure and t he liberation of 
hor.'.osexuals can never he won . ',:e therefore arg11e for a strategy based on opposition 
c.o t::e ca~:ita.li.st sys-ce:'.; as a -,~bole, s0e}·icq te, unite ho:nosexuals i,yith all t he op-
p,t 3Sec. 
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